New Items in the Archives

Can you identify any of the children in this c1960 photograph outside the Church Hall?

Back Row Centre Four :- Brian Griggs; Dickie Richardson; Dereck Hutchinson; John Gray
Front Row has Roy White; Peter Lenton
Do you know the date?
Have you any sports photos or stories to add to our archives?

Walter S Arney, Publican and wife (?) outside the Royal Oak
Can you add any Pub stories?
Don’t forget to buy our new tea-towel featuring current Pubs in Potton.

We continue to scan in Janet Norman’s scrapbooks …. Food & House prices from 1985:

1. Margeret Lewis Write:I would like to congratulate you all on a very interesting web page which I have enjoyed looking through on
a number of occasions.
I was wondering if anyone can help with some information about the location of a place or area called
"Thacker's" or Tharkers. Also ?Donmane (or Dormant) Close and the Shepheard Close, these latter
two being mentioned in the will of Henry Godfrey, gent, of Potton, in 1638.
The Thacker's reference comes from a document in the Bedfordshire & Luton Archives as follows Source: Bedfordshire & Luton Archives reference - P64/28/27
Date - 23/24 Mar 1714/5 Ante-nuptial Marriage Settlement (Lease and Release)
1) John Atkinson of Potton, gent.
2) Henry Lambe of Newton Bromshold, Northants., gent.
3) William Lambe of Farndish, Northants. (sic), gent., and Matthew Wild of Yelden, gent.
Intended marriage between 1) and Mary Lambe, daughter of 2), and in consideration of the marriage and
£800 to be paid by 2)
As the Marriage portion and for settling and conveying several lands etc. for the use of heirs, 1) grants to 3)
- all that close of pasture with appurts. in Potton, called Dolman's
- another close of pasture near thereunto in Potton called Little Dolman's, both lately being Parcell of the
possession of the late dissolved Cauldwell Priory
- the Meadow ground and appurts. late belonging to the said Priory of Cauldwell, situate in Potton, except
one acre of Meadow and 1½r. of Meadow lying in Holme Meadow formerly in the Close of one William
Chambers of Potton, tanner
- all that Capital Messuage, Mansion House or tenement with appurts. in Rose Alley. :N. Land late of
Edward Godfrey :S and E. Common Way leading to the Brooke
- all that close or croft of pasture or meadow ground thereunto adjoining upon the backside of the said
Capital Messuage and near the said brook or river
- all that other Close to the said Capital Messuage adjoining called Thacker's, with tenement, barn and
dovehouse standing thereupon, heretofore erected and built, together with the orchard at the lower end of the
same close lying next the lane there leading to the brook and part thereof lying by the said Brooke side,
formerly in the occupation of Henry Godfrey, gent.
- all that other tenement upon the other side of the said Common Lane over against the said Orchard, in the
occupation of Thomas Plomer
- all those meadow and pasture grounds on the south side of the said brook (10a.), one acre whereof is
fenced about and known as Shield acre, the residue lying separate & dispersedly in the common meadows
of Potton
- all those several pieces or parcels of arable land lying dispersedly in the parish and fields of Potton (70a.),
and all now in occ. of 1), his undertenants or assigns.
- all other lands of 1) in Potton and Sutton, formerly the estate of Edward Godfrey, and purchased by him
of one Anne Britton To have and to hold the said Capital Messuage and premises to 3) upon trust as follows:
To use of 1) for life, then to use of Mary Atkinson for life, and then in succession to eldest surviving child
etc., and in default of children to the right heirs of 1). Eldest surviving child to attain age of 21 to have
premises on paying annuity of £50 to Mary for life. In default, Mary to have right to repossess. Copyhold
premises in the Manor of Potton Much Manured to be excepted from the settlement, and with agreement of
2) John and Mary to join in a surrender of the said copyhold lands within 6 months of marriage to use or
uses directed by 1)
Witnesses: Jo: Underwood, John Nicholls, R. Willis copy signatures: all parties
Certified copy prepared by John Pedley and George Pedley, attorneys, Potton, 15 June 1807
We have checked work done by our founding chairman, Norman Parry, and have found no other ‘Thackers’
references. Can anybody help?

2. Wendy Smith writes:I would just like to notify your members of the passing of Alexander Atkins who lived at
the Small holding Potton road Gamlingay. now Cambridgeshire Recycling. He lived there
during I think it was the 1950's and 1960's with his parents also, Alexander Reuben
Atkins so would of probably gone to school or work locally. He lived for many years in
Darlington Co Durham with his wife Jean and family. I am his niece ,Wendy Smith nee
(Hawes who) also lived there for a while with my parents Muriel and Charles Hawes.
Other siblings living there included George Frank Akins, Evelyn Atkins, Maureen who
married Graham Jeeves and went to South Africa. Hope this is of interest to your history
group. I am also, interested in anything you might have of use. Mr Izzard lives on part
of the land now as I understand.
3. Will Bramhill contacted us over his family links. We have no information in the archives.
I am looking into the history of the Max family of Co Tipp, Ireland. The farthest I can trace back is to
those born in the mid 1600s. One family name is Symon or Simon, and I came across this record in the
National Archives:
ff.11-13. Symon Maxe of the City of Chichester in the County of Sussex, gent. where he has lived for
16 years or thereabouts and before in Selsey in the County of Sussex where he lived for four years or
thereabouts. Born at Potton in the County of Bedford. Of the age of 42 years or thereabouts.
There is no date, but the documents on either side are 1608. Please don't go to any trouble looking up
Symon, but are you aware of Max as a Potton name? I wonder if a later corruption is Meeks, as seen in the
early directories.
Great site, btw, and super to see so many involved.

