Potton Pubs Past & present to 2016
Public Houses in Potton:- 1876 ..34; 1891.. 30; 1903 .. 30; 1906..28; 1917 .. 21; 2000 .. 7; 2007 .. 6;

Adam & Eve
Barley Mow
Bell beerhouse
Bird In Hand
Bricklayers Arms
Bull Inn
Bushel & Strike
Chequers
Coach House1
Cock
Cross Keys
Duke of Wellington
Eagle
Fox & Crown
Gardeners Arms
George & Dragon
Green Man
Horse & Jockey
Kings Head
Kings Hussars2
Locomotive
New Inn3
No name
Queens Head4
Railway Inn
Red Cow
Red Lion
Red Lion Inn
Rising Sun
Royal Oak5
Shannon
Sun (Rising Sun)
Three Blackbirds
Three Horseshoes
Two Brewers
White Hart6
White Swan
Woolpack

1&2 Market Square
18 Blackbird St
4 Brook End
59 King St
1 Newtown
8 Bull St
8 Biggleswade Rd
8 Brook End (rebuilt 1783)
12-13 Market Sq
22 Horslow St (Ref 1720)
12 Horslow St
17 Blackbird St
Eagle Farm Everton Rd
25/27 Biggleswade Rd
20 Sun St
2 King St
6 Bull St
39 King St
4 Bull St (Ref 1695)
Westbury Lodge Deepdale
Deepdale
5-7 King St
Horslow St
22 Sun St
11 Sandy Road
48 King Street
1 Sandy Road
5 Market Square
11 Everton Road
4 Biggleswade Road
18 Biggleswade Road
4 Sun Street
9 Blackbird Street
25 Market Square
20 Chapel Street
16/17 Market Square
27 Market Square
8 Chapel Street

pre 1735
Lic 1846
Lic 1856
Lic 1836
Lic 1851
pre 1814
Lic 1841
pre 1783
Crown 1753
Lic 1833
Lic 1839
Liv 1859
Lic 1861
pre 1776
Lic 1838
Lic 1783
pre 1776
Lic 1844
pre 1826
Lic 1864
Lic 1836
pre 1776
Lic 1853
pre 1776
Lic 1865
Lic 1848
Lic 1843
Lic 1836
Pre 1776
Lic 1857
pre 1776
pre 1776
pre 1776
Lic 1838
1580
pre 1679
Lic 1854

closed by 1814
closed by 1891
closed 1916
closed 1931
closed 2014
closed 1871
closed 1871
closed 1979
Open
closed 1926
closed 1987
closed 1913
closed 1932
closed by 1870
closed 1957
Open
closed 1997
closed 1970
closed 1904
closed 1904
closed 2002/3?
closed 1921
closed 1891
closed 1919
closed 1917
closed 1908
closed 2015
Closed by 1814
Open
Open
closed 1915
closed 1907
closed 1914
closed by 1885
closed 1924
1783
closed 1907
closed 1910

1.(Formerly Rose& Crown & originally Crown 1735 to 1783) Built in 1785 after Great Fire and always licensed). 2. Former Pick
and Shovel. 3. Former Black Horse. 4. Former Maidenhead & Old Queens. 5. Rebuilt 1979. 6. Former White Lyon(?). Known as
the George by 1783 when destroyed by fire.

The Truelove on Byng 1754 map(Ref Maps) is on Royston Street/Sun street corner.
The Star, King St mentioned in 1710/11. (ref Rogers Fam File Dec 08),

Potton Pubs (Record Office Information)

The Adam and Eve Inn
The Axe and Compasses Beerhouse
The Barley Mow Beerhouse
The Bell Public House
The Bird in Hand Beerhouse
The Blue Ball Inn
The Bricklayer's Arms Public House
The Bull Public House
The Bushel and Strike Beerhouse
The Chequers Public House
The Cock Beerhouse
The Cross Keys Public House
The Duke of Wellington Beerhouse
The Eagle Beerhouse
The Fox and Crown Public House
The Gardener's Arms Beerhouse
The George Inn
The George and Dragon Public House
The Green Man Public House

The Horse and Jockey Public House
The King's Arms Inn
The King's Head Public House
The King's Hussars Beerhouse
The Locomotive Public House
The New Inn
The Old Coach House Hotel
The Queen's Head Public House
The Railway Beerhouse
The Red Cow Beerhouse
The Red Lion Inn
The Red Lion Public House
The Rising Sun Public House
The Royal Oak Public House
The Shannon Public House
The Sun Public House
The Talbot Inn
The Three Blackbirds Public House
The Three Horseshoes Public House
The Two Brewers Beerhouse
The White Hart Inn
The White Lyon Inn
The White Swan Public House
The Woolpack Public House

The Adam and Eve Inn Potton

Properties on the site of the Adam and Eve February 2013

The Adam & Eve Inn: 1-2 Market Place, Potton
Potton History Society compiled a list of old pubs in the town and their modern addresses
[CRT130Potton27]. This list equates the Adam and Eve with the site of the later 1 and 2 Market Square
(now demolished and replaced by modern houses pictured above).
The first surviving reference to the Adam and Eve is in 1623 when a house divided into two tenements
changed ownership; this property was stated to be bounded on the north side by the Adam and Evah Inn of
Lawrence Geery on the west by Horslow Street and on the east by the Market Place [X501/21]. This
reference is puzzling because a property bounded on one side by the Market Place could not be bounded
on the other by Horslow Street as things stand today, the answer, presumably, is that Chapel Street was
then simply the southern part of Horslow Street.
The next reference to the Adam and Eve dates from 1735 and we learn that it was a copyhold premises,
that is to say, it was part of the Manor of Potton Much Manured. People held copyhold properties from the
manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a
manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent one.
This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege. In 1735 Elyanor, widow of Nicholas Apthorp
of Potton surrendered the Adam and Eve to Richard Livett of Potton, woollen draper for a mortgage of
£100. The inn was described as occupied by Thomas Underwood, Frances Rugeley and Nathaniel
Woodward [AD345/2/2]
In 1849 the property transferred in 1635 was conveyed by Rachel Reynolds of Clifton, widow, John
Guildford Reynolds of Clifton, gardener and George Reynolds, gardener to John Hitchcock of Paddington
[Middlesex]. John Reynolds had taken out a mortgage for £200 in 1825 [X501/5] and, after several
assignments and the death of the final mortgagee that mortgage and the property as security had become
vested in Hitchcock. Reynolds had died in 1847 and the mortgage was still outstanding so his descendants
had to transfer ownership of the property outright to Hitchcock. The property is described as abutting the
former Adam and Eve, now a private house, in the occupation of Susan Livett to the north and the Sun
public house to the south indicating that it stood on the site of 2 Sun Street [X501/9]. Thus the Adam and
Eve must have closed its doors for the last time between 1735 and 1849.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. The properties standing on the site [DV1/C11/90-91] were lock-up
shops owned by John Richardson.
The southernmost shop, Number 1, was leased by boot and shoe repairer William Richardson for eight
shillings per week, a rent set in August 1924. His shop measured 8 feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6 inches. The
property was reckoned to be “very poor”. The other, Number 2, was tenanted by Arthur Theobalds who,
Kelly’s Directory for 1928 tells us, was a saddler. His shop measured 16 feet by 17 feet for which he paid
£10 per annum. Again, it was a poor property.

References:




X501/22: abuttal in a deed: 1623;
AD345/2/2: surrender: 1735;
X501/9: conveyance: 1849.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1623: Lawrence Geery;
1735: Thomas Underwood, Frances Rugeley and Nathaniel Woodward

The Axe & Compasses Beerhouse: Gamlingay End, Potton
The only reference to the Axe and Compasses held by Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records
Service is an auction sale catalogue of 17th August 1866 [WG2544]. The Axe and Compasses was one of
a number of lots including properties in Paxton and Saint Ives in Huntingdonshire and also: a building site
in Cauldwell Street, Bedford; two building plots in Kempston; the former Chequers in Colmworth; four
cottages in Pertenhall; 47 acres in Swineshead and four cottages in Eaton Socon. The Axe and
Compasses was described as follows: “A Freehold Estate at the Gamlingay end of Potton consisting of the
“Axe and Compasses” Beer House, in the occupation of David Brown, and Two Cottages in the rear
thereof, in the occupation of William and George Norman, Fronting the Green and the Everton Road, of the
estimated value of Eighteen Pounds a year; subject to a Land Tax of 6/0 a year”. The entry is annotated
“Luff £300 Sold”. The countywide licensing register includes no property called the Axe and Compasses
and no property owned by anyone named Luff. This strongly suggests that the beerhouse closed between
1866 and 1876. No Luffs occur in Potton in 1860s directories.
References:


WG2544: sale catalogue: 1866

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1866: David Brown

Barley Mow Beerhouse: 18 Blackbird Street, Potton

18 Blackbird Street March 2007
Potton History Society compiled a list of old pubs in the town and their modern addresses
[CRT130Potton27]. This list equates the Barley Mow with 18 Blackbird Street. The only material held by
Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service on this beerhouse are the Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division registers of licences. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Barley Mow was
first licensed in 1846. The register is not always accurate with its dates but there is no contrary evidence for
this date. In 1876 the owner was William Brook of Sandy.
The Biggleswade petty sessional division licensing register [HF143/3] states that on 3rd April licensee
Reuben Piggott was convicted of opening during prohibited hours on 30th March that year. He was fined £2

with 8/6 costs. Perhaps he was desperate for income, he was the fifth licensee in the space of three years.
A few weeks later on 26th June a large fire destroyed many properties in an area bounded by Blackbird
Street, Sun Street, Bull Street and Chapel Street. The newspaper report said of the Barley Mow that it had
been: “partially destroyed by falling down, also by water and fire”. The property was rebuilt but the
beerhouse closed for the last time in 1881.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting the former beerhouse [DV1/C11/65] found it
owned by the executors of G. Kitchener and occupied by Clara Munk whose rent was £10 per annum. Her
accommodation comprised a living room, a parlour and a scullery with two bedrooms and a box room
upstairs.
References:




HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1873: George Lunnis;
1873: Robert Topper;
1873-1876: James Milton;
1876: David Darlow;
1876-1881: Reuben Pigott;
Beerhouse closed 1881.

The Bell Public House: Brook End, Potton

The Bell public house in 1934 [X758/1/8/50]
The photograph above comes from the Biggleswade Chronicle of 25th May 1934 [X758/1/8/50]. The
Bell may first have been mentioned in 1736 when it was part of a sale by Bromsall Throckmorton to the
Duchess of Marlborough in 1736 [Z980/1/2/1-2]. It is described as The Bell Inn with barns, stables and
outhouses along with 20 acres of arable and 6 acres of meadow in the possession of a man surnamed
Norman. There are not many more records of the Bell in the possession of Bedfordshire and Luton
Archives and Records Service because it was a house of J. & J. E. Phillips of Royston [Hertfordshire] and
the deeds and other documents are at Hertfordshire Archives Service.

The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Bell, then a beerhouse, was first licensed in 1858.
The register is not always accurate when it comes to the date of the first license but this one is so recent
that it suggests either that the Bell referred to in 1736 was in a different location or that it had formerly been
fully licensed and was downgraded to a beerhouse in 1856.. By the time of the countywide licensing
register of 1891 the Bell had become a fully licensed public house. The countywide register of 1903 states
that the property was in good repair, had one front and two back doors and was 51 yards from the nearest
licensed premises (the Chequers). The former pub was valued in 1927 under the 1925 Rating Valuation Act
[DV1/C9/101]. The valuer found the "plaster awful"; it consisted of three bedrooms, a living room, parlour
and kitchen, on the second storey were two disused attics - Albert Norman, the last licensee, was still the
occupier and Phillips brewery still the owners, despite the house's closure eleven years before. They also
occupied and owned respectively farm premises adjoining consisting of a two stall stable, a barn used as a
store, a barn and a cart hovel. The property has been demolished since the valuation report but, as can be
seen (highlighted in blue below), it lay between today’s 2 and 4 Brook End.

The Bell on the 1925 rating valuation map [DV2/O15a]
References:











Z980/1/2/1-2: sold, with a considerable amount of land, by Bromsall Throckmorton to Duchess of
Marlborough: 1736;
P64/5/2/308: bill: early 19th century;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessionsl Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/8/50: photograph: 1934

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1736: Norman;
1872-1874: David Seamer;
1874: Mary Seamer;
1874-1875: James Papworth;
1875-1882: William Seamer;
1882-1890: Joseph Hardy;
1890-1891: Annie Hardy;
1891-1894: William Huckle;
1894-1895: Joseph Hales;
1895-1897: George Collins;
1897-1898: Walter Firkins;
1898-1916: Albert Norman
Beerhouse closed 1916

The Bird in Hand Beerhouse: 59 King Street, Potton

The Bird in Hand about 1925 [WL800/1]
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Bird in Hand beerhouse was first licensed in 1836. At the
time of the register it was owned by Francis Bingham of Potton. Bingham was a brewer and also owned the
Locomotive and the Woolpack. By the time of the countywide register of 1891 the Bird in Hand was, like the
Woolpack, owned by Bedford brewers Jarvis and Company. They were still in possession at the time of the 1903
countywide register which reported that the Bird in Hand required repairing, had one front and two back doors and
was 145 yards from the nearest licensed premises. Jarvis and Company were bought out by rival Bedford brewers
Charles Wells in 1917. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the
country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927
and the valuer visiting the Bird in Hand [DV1/C12/15] found that it consisted of three bedrooms, a living room, a
parlour, a tap room and a scullery. Trade consisted of eighteen gallons of beer per week along with three dozen
bottles - takings averaged £3/10/- per week. The valuer considered it a "poor looking place at the end of the village”.
Interestingly Charles Wells also owned a neighbouring farm occupied by the licensee and a house occupied by Sarah
Askew and another house occupied by Herbert Deeble. The Bird in hand closed for the last time in 1931 and is now a
private house. Despite the fact that Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service holds the Charles Wells
archive there are no deeds for the Bird in Hand as part of the collection, no doubt because they were handed to the
new owner when the brewery eventually sold the property.

References:
• HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
• HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
• HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
• HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
• HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
• HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
• PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
• WL800/1 p.20: photograph: c.1925;
• WL801/37: glass plate negative of above: c.1925;
• X704/257: photograph of a postcard: before 1931
List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1896: John Saville;
1896-1920: Joseph Askem;
1924: William Askem;
1927-1931: John William Askem
Beerhouse closed 1931

The Blue Ball Inn: Mill Lane, Potton
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has two references to this inn, from 1765 and from
1800. It was a copyhold property, that is to say, it was part of the Manor of Potton Much Manured. People
held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender
them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that
manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.

In 1765 Thomas Thompson of Potton, barber and peruke [wig] maker surrendered the Blue Ball to the use
of Ephraim Wilson of Potton, yeoman. The inn was described as formerly in the occupation of John Lyles,
now John Ibbot and Cornelius Hankin. The new owner also had the use of a pump in the yard which was
on the opposite side of Mill Lane.
In 1800 John Keeling the younger, as heir of his father, also John, was admitted to a property in Potton
known by the sign of the Blue Ball, formerly in the occupation of Ann Ibbett, afterwards Henry Webster
[X330/6]. The inn must have closed between 1800 and 1822 because it is not listed by the countywide
licensing register of 1822 [CLP13].
References:



AD345/2/15: surrender: 1765;
X330/6: admission: 1800.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
before 1765: John Lyles;
1765: John Ibbot and Cornelius Hankin;
before 1800: Ann Ibbett;
1800: Henry Webster

The Bricklayer's Arms: 1 New Town [formerly The Star and Garter]

The Bricklayer's Arms September 2007
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has deeds of this property dating back well before it was built,
to 1775. In that year a piece of land in Windmill Field was conveyed by Thomas and Elizabeth Miller and William and
Mary Jarratt to Henry Sheffield [GK286/1]. Later that year, when the western portion of Potton was inclosed, Henry
Sheffield and Edmund Bumberry exchanged the land they were allotted [GK286/2]. When Bumberry made his will in
1802 he devised all his land to his wife Mary to be passed, at her death, to their son John. Edmund Bumberry died in
1807 [GK286/4]. Mary and Edmund Bumberry mortgaged the land to Potton surgeon Henry Verrall, of 9 King Street
between 1809 and 1811 [GK286/5-7]. The land temporarily left the Bumberry family in 1812 when Edmund conveyed
it to John Dennis [GK286/8]. In 1821 Dennis conveyed it to Thomas Hagger in trust for sale [GK286/10] and Hagger
duly sold it to Thomas Seamer [GK286/11-12]. When Seamer made his will in 1843 he devised the land, described as
in Sandy Lane, to his nephew, Thomas Bumberry [GK286/13]. Seamer died in 1845. In 1849 the land and twelve
properties "built by Thomas Seamer" and one premises built by Thomas Bumberry were mortgaged to Charles Bailey
and George Milton [GK286/14]. The property built by Bumberry became today's Brickmaker's Arms as it is described
in a mortgage of 1880 as a beerhouse [GK286/18]. This 1880 mortgage [GK286/18] was to Baldock [Hertfordshire]
brewers Joseph Simpson, Thomas George Simpson and John Phillips Nunn. The premises is first mentioned in a
licensing register in 1872 [HF143/1] when it was a beerhouse known as the Star and Garter. The countywide licensing
register of 1876 states that the Star and Garter had first been licensed in 1851 and that the owner was Thomas
Bumberry. The Petty Sessional licensing registers from 1874 to 1900 do not name beerhouses [HF143/2-5] but one is
able to follow through the succession of licensees. The register of 1900 [HF143/6] once again names beerhouses by
which time the Star and Garter has become the Bricklayer's Arms. This new name is also used in the countywide
licensing register of 1891: perhaps the name changed when Simpson's bought the property. The countywide licensing
register of 1903 states that the premises was in good repair, had one front and three back doors and was 160 yards
from the nearest licensed premises. In 1880 Bumberry sold the twelve houses and the beerhouse to John Dear for
£380 [GK286/19-20]. The following year Thomas James Bumberry and Joseph Bumberry, both of London, paid off the
Simpsons' mortgage and bought the properties back from Dear for £460/19/1 [GK286/21]. In 1881 the Bumberrys
mortgaged the properties to Louis Marino Casella of Holborn [Middlesex] for £1,000 [GK286/24], conveying the

property to him in 1889 [GK287/27]. In 1907 Casella leased the properties, including the Brickmaker's Arms, to Saint
Neots [Huntingdonshire] brewer Day and Son [GK286/28a-b]. Day and Son were bought out by Biggleswade brewers
Wells and Winch in 1920 and an abstract of title, prepared for Louis Casella at that date suggests that he may then
have sold the premises to them, but Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service does not possess a
conveyance. Wells and Winch merged with Suffolk brewers Greene King in 1961, taking the Greene King name in
1963 as Greene King (Biggleswade) Limited; the Biggleswade reference in the company name was dropped in 1990.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed
to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. The visiting valuer found a tap
room, a living room, a parlour and a sitting room downstairs and four bedrooms above, he did not note any cellar
[DV1/C9/106]. Business consisted of about 1½ barrels and two dozen bottles a week "nearly all mild sells @ 5d per
pint. Open 10-2 6-10. Sundays 12-2 7-10".
A full licence was granted on 28th April 1959, turning the beerhouse into a public house. The Bricklayers Arms is still
open for business at the time of writing [March 2007].
References:
































GK286/1: conveyance of land: 1775;
GK286/2: extract from Potton inclosure award: 1775;
GK286/4: copy will of Edmund Bumberry: 1802 (proved 1807);
GK286/5-7: mortgages on land: 1809-1811;
GK286/8: conveyance of land: 1812;
GK286/10: conveyance of land: 1821;
GK286/11-12: conveyance of land: 1821;
GK286/13: copy will of Thomas Seamer: 1843 (proved 1845);
GK286/14: mortgage: 1849;
GK286/15: mortgage: 1853;
GK286/16: transfer of mortgage: 1854;
GK286/17: transfer of mortgage1872;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
GK286/18: mortgage: 1880;
GK286/19-20: sale: 1880;
GK286/21: conveyance: 1880;
GK286/24: mortgage: 1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
GK286/27: conveyance: 1889;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
FAC127/1: service papers of Edward Hutchinson, photographed in Z50/142/708 below: 1895-1927
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
Z50/142/708: door shown in wedding photograph: 1904;
GK286/28a-b: fourteen year lease: 1907;
GK175/2: sale catalogue: 1919;
GK286/29: abstract of title: prepared 1920;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are
not known:
1872 [1879?]-1880: Thomas Bumberry;
1880-1882: Joseph Pool;
1882: William Henry Earl;
1882: Frederick Hurdle;
1882-1883: John Bearley;
1883-1911: William Henry Earle;
1911-1914: Sophia Earle
1927-1940: George S. Dennis;
1957-1961: Alice Dennis;
1961-1975: George Edward Leigh;
1975-1987: Gwendoline Lucy Leigh;
1987-1991: Peter Charles Cherry;

1991-1994: Martin Francis Spearman;
1994-1995: Martin Francis Spearman and Valerie Spearman

Bull Public House: 8 Bull Street, Potton

8 Bull Street February 2013
A list of addresses of Potton licensed premises prepared by Potton History Society [CRT130Potton27]
states that 8 Bull Street was formerly the eponymous Bull public house. The property was listed by English
Heritage in May 2000 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 17th or 18th century (4 Bull Street
has deeds going back to the 17th century) and was re-fronted in the late 18th century. It has a red brick
front and an old plain tiled roof. The rear was rebuilt in brick on the right-hand side but timber-framing
covered by roughcast render and with brick infill survives on the left-hand side. Inside the walls are timberframed with plaster infill. The property is built in an L-plan and has a carriageway with a room above it on
the left-hand side at the front giving access to the yard. The property comprises two storeys with cellars
and attics. One of the windows is inscribed: “J Lodge 1780” and “W J Arnold 1872 – cold November”. The
deeds to this property are held by Hertfordshire Archives Service, because it was owned by Simpson’s
Baldock Brewery, and run from 1707 to 1785 [CRT110/102]. The inn must have been well established, as
the street is named after it but, frustratingly, Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has
very little information on it besides licensee particulars from 1822 to 1828 [CLP13], bills for providing drink
to the parish [P64/5/2/293-546] and the information given below. In 1834 the Bull belonged to Biggleswade
brewers Wells and Company as it was one of the properties conveyed by the former owners to the new
owners in that year [GK0/1]. Also conveyed were cottages either side, one formerly occupied by Sarah
Dennis, then by a man named Giles the other formerly in the occupation of Sarah Rayment, then Jeremiah
Lee.
The last mentions of the Bull as a public house in these records are in 1848 when wine was provided to the
parish church [P64/5/4/546] and a witness statement made [QSR1848/2/5/9]. The statement was given to
the Quarter Sessions by David Skinner, the licensee. On 16th March about 11 a.m. George Chamberlain
came into the house and had some beer. Chamberlain was rather tipsy when he came in. He stayed until 1
p.m. and was very disorderly and riotous the whole time. Skinner was at dinner and Chamberlain took his
food off the table! He told Chamberlain he should have no more beer and should leave. He took hold of
Chamberlain gently to guide him out. Chamberlain turned round, seized him by his neckerchief, threw him
down and said he would do for him if he possibly could. Skinner’s brother, John came to help and pulled
Chamberlain away. The brothers got him out of the house, but Chamberlain came back in at the back and
attacked Skinner’s brother. Skinner then went for the policeman who took him into custody. From what
Chamberlain said, Skinner believed he “will do him some serious injury if he is not stopped” and he wanted
Chamberlain bound over to keep the peace. John Skinner confirmed his brother’s account and stated that
David would have been choked if he had not pulled Chamberlain off him.
The register for Bedford Gaol [QGV10/2] tells us that Chamberlain was 28 at the time of this fracas. He was
5 feet 7 inches tall, with brown hair and grey eyes. He was sallow and had a “spark of blue left side of face”
presumably a small birth mark. He could read and write and was Potton born and bred. No prosecution
ensued and his behaviour in the short time he was incarcerated awaiting trial was “very good”. This was not
his first offence: in 1841, when he was 18, he was committed to gaol for one night awaiting trial for assault,
found guilty he was ordered to serve six weeks inside or pay a fine of thirty shillings; he paid the fine. Either
he kept his temper in check after the incident in the Bull or moved away because he did not spend any
more time in Bedford Gaol.

The Bull is listed in Slater’s Bedfordshire Directory of 1850 but not in Graven and Company’s directory for
the county of 1853, nor in any subsequent directory. This, of course, suggests that the Bull closed its doors
for the last time between 1850 and 1853. In 1899 George Winch purchased Biggleswade brewers Wells
and Company and their name changed to Wells and Winch. The conveyance to Winch includes a
dwellinghouse in Bull Street which had formerly been the Bull with outbuildings and garden. It was then
occupied by George Sharp. Also conveyed was an adjacent building in occupation of a man named Bartle,
a wheelwright's shop in occupation of Wright and Sons and a dwellinghouse “on other side of gateway of
yard” with outbuildings, stable and garden in occupation of T. Vincent and an adjoining dwellinghouse with
yard, gardens, lands and outbuildings in occupation of S. Chiverton, which sounds like 6 to 12 Bull Street. It
turns out that these properties had been acquired only the previous year because an 1898 sale catalogue
for the Baldock Brewery [GK1/36] includes a dwelling house in Bull Street, Potton with the yard and
buildings, an abutting wheelwright's shop and two further dwelling houses. 8 Bull Street is now a private
house.
References:























CRT110/102: deeds of the inn held at Hertfordshire Archives as part of the Simpson of Baldock collection:
1707-1785;
P64/18/7: Vestry meeting held at Bull: 1813;
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are
not known:
1822-1830: John Plowman/Ploughman;
1834-1848: George Richardson;
1848: David Skinner;
1850: William Wyman
Public house probably closed between 1850 and 1853

Bushel and Strike Beerhouse: 8 Biggleswade Road, Potton
The countywide licensing register for 1876 states that the beerhouse was first licensed in 1841 and was
then owned by Benjamin Christy of Ashwell [Hertfordshire]. This brewery originated as Christy and Sale in
the early part of the century but was sold to J. R. Page and Son in 1879. The 1891 countywide licensing
directory therefore gives the beerhouse’s owner as Page and Company of Ashwell. The countywide
directory of 1903 stated that the property was in good repair, had one front and two back doors and was 35
yards from the nearest licensed premises (The Shannon). Page and Son was sold to Biggleswade brewers
Wells and Winch in 1921.

The Bushel and Strike is mentioned a number of times in Quarter Sessions records in the mid 19th century,
leading to the suspicion that it may have been a bit of a dive at that time. In 1848 a gold sovereign had
been stolen [QSR1849/1/5/12/a]. A man named John Weller Line was in the beerhouse and, on getting up
to leave he placed a sovereign on the table to pay. His companion John Yourby picked it up saying he
would get the change but left by the back door. Line continued drinking and forgot about the sovereign. He
was, clearly, either well off or very drunk. The next day he met Yourby again in the Red Lion and asked him
about it about it and he refused to return it. The police constable, John Shaw, threatened to search Yourby
who then threw the sovereign on the table. To compound his felony Yourby tried to bribe Shaw not to
proceed with an action as he was being taken into custody at Biggleswade! The prison register [QGV10/2]
tells us that Yourby was 38. He was acquitted at trial.

The site of the Bushel and Strike August 2013
Two years later men named James Harman and Philip Balls were accused of theft from a man named
William Randall at the King’s Head. Balls stated [QSR1851/1/5/42-43a-b] that he had met Randall before,
at the Bushel and Strike. Randall had said that he had been robbed and the landlady then went out and
found his purse. He was drunk. They were released without a trial [QGV12/1].
In 1857 William Rooney was accused of stealing 4/10 from Frederick Gascoine’s pocket whilst he was a
passenger in Gascoine’s cart [QSR1857/4/5/2]. Gascoine searched him, with another man’s help, but did
not find the money. Gascoine went on to Potton and gave the information to the police. The prisoner had
been in the Bushel and Strike with Gascoine earlier and had seen him wrap the money in the rag to put it in
his pocket. They left the house at the same time. Again, the prisoner was acquitted at trial [QGV12/1].
The last case is the most interesting [QSR1861/4/5/4-7]. On 19 September 1861 Thomas Franklin, from
Shoeburyness [Essex] had been at Potton and was about to leave a little after 3 p.m. when he went into the
Bushel and Strike. He had a glass with a friend, Peter George Kay. Four people (Samuel Church, Sarah
Church, George Wright and Margaret Wright) followed them into the house and began the chatting to them.
He told them he had nothing to say to them. The two men set on his friend and began to fight with him. He
told them they were cowards as they set on one man. The bigger of the men said he would fight him and
duly did until the man challenged him to go outside. He followed the man and the other prisoners outside.
The man and the two women rushed at him and knocked him down. Whilst on the ground he felt a hand in
his pocket and when he got up he missed £18. He thought £17 to be in gold and the remainder in silver. He
accused the prisoners of taking his money but they denied all knowledge of it. He searched the ground but
could not find it. The prisoners ran off. Franklin found a policeman, Alfred Mayes, and followed them and
took them into custody. Whilst in the Bushel and Strike he had pulled out his money, which was loose, to
pay for some ale when the prisoners were present so they would have seen he was a good target. When
the prisoners were apprehended Samuel Church said they only had eighteen pence between them. Kay
confirmed his friend’s story.
The policeman stated that when he arrested the four people he was accompanied by another officer,
William King. After he had apprehended the prisoners he took the two men into a room and searched them
but found no money on either of them. He instructed some women to search the female prisoners and they
were taken into another room. A few minutes later he heard a great noise and he asked what the matter
was. He was told one of the prisoners had some money which she refused to give up. He went in and saw

Margaret Wright with her hands clenched and he forced her hands open and took out three sovereigns.
Wright said they belonged to her and whilst he stood there another sovereign dropped from her dress. P. C.
King elaborated that Sarah Church had asked for someone to take a pilot jacket she had in her hand and
put it on her kit bag. He told her to give it to him but she said she would take it herself. On taking hold of it
he heard something clink. He asked whose jacket it was and Samuel Church said it belonged to him but
that there was no money in it. He examined the coat and found two sovereigns in the pocket.
Mary Ann Inskip (perhaps the wife of the licensee) had assisted in searching the female prisoners. She
searched the smaller one, Sarah Church, first and found eighteen pence upon her. She searched Margaret
Wright and found some silver in her pocket. She stripped her and when she was putting on her clothes
again she saw Wright put her hand to her bosom. She accused Wright of having some money and said she
should call in a policeman if Wright did not give it to her. Wright handed her three sovereigns and said it
was all she had. She observed Wright’s left hand was clenched and she called to P. C. Mayes. Mayes took
three more sovereigns from Wright. Before Wright left the room she found two more sovereigns under the
looking glass close to where she had stood. Another sovereign fell from Wright’s dress.
Three of prisoners denied everything. Samuel Church said he knew nothing of where the money came
from. Sarah Church said: “I know no more about the money than a child unborn”. George Wright made his
denial but Margaret Wright said at the time the gentleman and her husband were having the row in the
road, they all fell down in front of the house. She went inside and picked up her husband’s cap. As she
stooped to pick it up she saw two shillings, a half crown, a shilling and some sovereigns. She thought they
were eleven. She picked them up and put them in her pocket. She kept the gold in her hand. Her husband
and the other man and his wife knew nothing about it and are quite innocent”.
All were found guilty [QGV12/1]. Samuel Church, 29, got two months’ hard labour and his wife, 32, six
months. Margaret Wright, 35, also received six months hard labour. George Wright, 31, got the severest
sentence, twelve months hard labour. He may have been the ringleader. He was released on 14th October
1862 and was re-admitted to prison the following day awaiting questioning about stealing a coat [QGV12/1],
however, he was acquitted of this offence at trial.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927 and the
valuer visited the Bushel and Strike just before the beerhouse closed [DV1/C9/31]. He noted "Tenant has
purchased house for private residence". He found it had three rooms and a kitchen downstairs and three
bedrooms above, with a cellar below. He found trade was, not surprisingly, slack - about 1½ barrels and ten
dozen bottles of beer per week. Interestingly he noted "Only house in Potton where men can go out back
way" - presumably this was in case their wives went in at the front.
The beerhouse had a small farm attached, also owned and occupied by Albert Charter and this contained a
chaff house and small barn, a large two cart hovel, two stalls now used as a barn and two looseboxes and
store. The former beerhouse was demolished during the building of The Ridgeway estate and the site is
more or less where The Ridgeway meets Biggleswade Road..
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:

1864-1883: George Inskip;
1883-1887: David Manning;
1887-1888: Cornelius Foley;
1888-1890: Henry Harris;
1890: Arthur Westerman;
1891-1896: James Simpson;
1896: Thomas Stephenson;
1896-1897: William Norgate;
1897-1899: William Lake;
1899-1900: Henry Brinklow;
1900-1924: Frederick Charter;
1927: Albert Charter
Beerhouse closed 1927

The Chequers Public House: 8 Brook End, Potton

The Chequers about 1903 [X758/1/8/120]
The former Chequers, 8 Brook End, is a splendid old building. It was listed by English Heritage in
November 1986 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 18th century and is timber-framed with an
exterior application of roughcast render. The gable ends are encased in brick and the whole exterior walls
are colourwashed. The property comprises two storeys with attics beneath a tiled roof known as a gambrel.
The house seems to have been built in 1783 by John Pedley on the site of a number of cottages burned
down in the Great Fire of Potton of 14 August that year (which ties in with the English Heritage dating)
[HF40/2/14/17]. In 1803 the owner was Stephen Raymond because he redeemed the Land Tax on it
[LS111]; the property was already called the Chequers and so may have been built as an intended licensed
premises.
In 1834 ownership of the Biggleswade brewing firm of Wells and Company was conveyed from Robert
Lindsell and William Hogg to Frederick Hogg and William Lindsell. The two new owners were admitted as
tenants to the Chequers in 1836 [HF40/2/14/17] The property was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of the
Manor of Potton Rectory. People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them
to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then
had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee
(known as a fine) for the privilege.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Chequers had been licensed over a hundred
years and was owned by Wells and Company. Clearly the Chequers had only been licensed 93 years or so
if it was built around 1783 however, the phrase “over one hundred years” probably just means “a long time”,
the register is not always accurate on the dates it gives for first licensing.
Wells and Company became Wells and Winch in 1899 when purchased by Kent businessman George
Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch. In that year the Chequers was enfranchised, that is to say, the
owners paid a fine to convert it from copyhold to freehold property, free from any need to pay further fines

to the manor [GH50/2]. Wells and Winch, merged with Suffolk brewers Greene King in 1961, taking that
name as Greene King (Biggleswade) in 1963.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 stated that the Chequers needed repairing, it was 51 yards from
the nearest licensed premises (the Bell) and had one front and two back doors. The Rating and Valuation
Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its
rateable value. Potton, like most of the county, was assessed in 1927 and the valuer visiting the Chequers
[DV1/C12/98] found that the licensee had been there about a year and was "very honest" and he
discovered that weekly trade consisted of three barrels and four or five dozen bottles of beer along with
twenty gallons of spirits and the same amount of wine per year. All this amounted to takings of £20 per
week on average. The buildings consisted of two attics with two bedrooms and a box room below and,
below that, a club room, tap room, bar, kitchen and scullery and, below that, a cellar. Outside were a cart
shed, a three stall stable and a barn.
In 1944 the Potton rescue car was garaged at the Chequers [WW2/AR/C/2/234]. This vehicle would have
been used to carry people to the scene of any bombing raid to begin rescuing the injured; fortunately it was
never needed.
This long running public house closed in 1979, just shy of two hundred years after it was built. It is now a
private house.

8 Brook End February 2013
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PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty Sessional
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1822-1824: James Mead;
1828-1836: Elizabeth Mead;
1850: John Miles;
1853-1864: William Lunniss;
1872-1882: William Kitchin;
1891-1893: Isaac Emery;
1893-1895: Fanny Emery;
1895-1905: John Baker;
1905-1910: Thomas Hills;
1910-1924: Horace Montague;
1926-1927: Edwin H. Lewin;
1928: Jesse Beddell;
1931: Ezra Carter;
1940: Thomas Gordon;
1957: Leonard Snell;
1957-1959: Harry James Dobson;
1959-1960: Frederick George Sutton;
1960-1965: Robert Young;
1965-1966: Thomas Fish Hay;
1966-1979: Keith Desmond Bilton;
1979: Herbert Sansom
Public House closed 1979

The Cock Beerhouse: 22 Horslow Street, Potton

22 Horslow Street March 2007
In 1720 George Pedly devised a number of licensed premises to his sons: the Cock, the Maidenhead (later
the Queen’s Head), the King’s Arms and the White Lyon [WG88]. It seems unlikely that this Cock was the
same as the later beerhouse, which seems to have been licensed only in the 19th century but the property
is probably old enough to allow it. The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains
information on the county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be
found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The entry for 22 and 24 Horslow Street [HER 2189]
describe them as probably dating from the 17th century with 18th cebtury additions; the properties are not
listed. The Cock was not in existence between 1822 and 1828 as it is not listed in the countywide licensing
registers [CLP13] and the other licensed premises noted in the registers are all accounted for, ruling out
any change of name.

The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse, then without a name, was first
licensed in 1833; the owner was James J. Weston of Biggleswade. In 1875 Weston put his “newly built but
long established” Biggleswade Brewery and its seventeen tied houses up for sale. The sale particulars
[WG2563] list the Cock as Lot 17 and state: “a capital Brick and partly Stud-built and Tiled DWELLING
HOUSE known as the “Cock”, Licensed for the Sale of Beer, Situate with frontage of about 78 feet to Ostler
Street on the West, containing tap room, parlour, small kitchen, pantry or closet, sunk cellar, and 4
bedrooms (with attics), together with large yard, having gateway entrance at side, partly brick and stud built
and pantiled barn and cart shed, timber built and pantiled wash house with stable at end, chaff place and
lost, enclosed farm yard, well of water, &c., and capital piece of Garden Land at the back, being now in
tenure of Mr. James Endersby; also a partly brick and stud built COTTAGE or tenement adjoining, with
frontage to the aforesaid street, containing 3 rooms as now in tenure of David Brown or his under tenant,
with a brick built and tiled wash house and barn at end, small yard and garden, the whole of this Lot
occupying a site of about one acre, having an extensive frontage admirably adapted for building purposes
to the Church Path, being bounded on the East by various properties, and North by that of Mr. B. Compton.
This Lot is Copyhold of the Manor of Potton Burdett”.
People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to
surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission
from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.
The countywide register of 1891 gives the owner of the Cock as Oswell Mears whilst the 1903 register
gives it as Phillips and Company of Royston [Hertfordshire]. The property was in good repair, fifty yards
from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back door. The beerhouse closed in 1926
and is now a private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. The
valuer visiting the former Cock [DV1/C11/14] in March 1927 noted “former public house”. It was now owned
and occupied by John Elwood, the former licensee and comprised a living room, a parlour, a kitchen and a
scullery.
References:
WG88: probate of will of George Pedly: 1720; HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty
Sessional Division: 1872-1873; HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877; WG2563: sale particulars of Biggleswade Brewery licensed houses: 1875; HF143/3:
Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881; HF143/4: Register of
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Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915
List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1872-1878: James Endersby;
1878-1892: Jane Endersby;
1892-1924: John Ellwood
Beerhouse closed 1926

The Cross Keys Public House: 12 Horslow Street, Potton

12 Horslow Street March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Cross Keys beerhouse was first licensed in 1839;
it was then owned by James Horne of Potton. The countywide register of 1891 gives the owner as Alfred
Richardson of Potton, though the property was tied to Phipps’ Brewery of Northampton. Richardson had
had a small brewery in Biggleswade from 1869, moving to Potton in 1880. The countywide licensing
register of 1903 gives the beerhouse’s owner as the Potton Brewery Company. The property was in good
repair, 56 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back door.
The Potton Brewery Company began as a brewery established by Francis Bingham in King Street around
1835. On his death in 1885 his nephew, of the same name, inherited the business. In 1889 the brewery
was sold to William Smith who sold it to Alfred Richardson in 1893 who added it to his own business but
then quickly sold his brewing interests to a partnership of Samuel Fuller, George Kitchener, John Butler
Johnson and Elizabeth Pope who traded as the Potton Brewery Company. The firm was bought by Bedford
brewers Newland and Nash in 1922 when the King Street brewery was demolished. Two years later
Newland and Nash was bought by Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch. They, in turn, merged with
Suffolk brewer Greene King in 1961.
On 10th July 1912 the landlord, Frederick Bossingham, was convicted of selling liquor during prohibited
hours and fined £5 plus costs [HF143/6]. In 1927 the public house was valued under the 1925 Rating
Valuation Act [DV1/C11/32]. The valuer found that it contained three bedrooms, a tap room, a parlour, a
kitchen and a cellar as well as a two stall cart hovel. Trade was two barrels of mild per week, nine gallons
of bitter and eight dozen bottles of beer it was: "near housing scheme in town". At some point, probably in
the 1950s, the Cross Keys became a fully-licensed public house. It closed its doors for the last time in 1988
and is now a private house.
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HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
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PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
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X704/123: Savings Club: 1950s;
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1879: John Yerrill;
1879-1882: Fanny Yerrill;
1882-1883: William Hutchinson;
1883-1889: John Payne;
1889-1890: Walter Farlong;
1890: George Page Turney;
1891-1893: Richard John Richardson;
1893-1904: William Gurney;
1904-1912: Frederick Bossingham;
1912-1924: John Larkins;
1927-1931: Joseph Richardson;
1936-1940: Ernest C. Westhorp;
1957-1974: Albert John Charter;
1974-1988: Michael John Allen
Public house closed 1988.

The Duke of Wellington Beerhouse: 17 Blackbird Street, Potton

17 Blackbird Street March 2007
Potton History Society compiled a list of old licensed premises in the town and their modern addresses
[CRT130Potton27]. This list equates the Duke of Wellington with 17 Blackbird Street. The countywide licensing
register of 1876 states that the beerhouse was first licensed in 1859 and the owner was Ashwell [Hertfordshire] brewer
Edward K. Fordham In 1875 Thomas Vincent, a police sergeant stationed at Potton, reported that at 5.30 on the
evening of 23rd July he was on duty in Blackbird Street when he saw Jeremiah Campling, of Potton, tailor [of Horslow
Street] and that he was very drunk. Vincent told him to go home but he said he wanted another drink and went into the
Duke of Wellington. Vincent followed Campling and told the landlady not to serve him. Campling then came out and
went towards his home; he was subsequently fined five shillings with eight shillings costs [HF147/4/780].
The countywide licensing register of 1891 gave the owner as W. A. Fordham and that of 1903 as Fordham and
Company. The Duke of Wellington was then in good repair and was 69 yards from the nearest licensed premises (the
Three Blackbirds); it had one front and one back door. The Duke of Wellington closed its doors for the last time in
1913. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most parts of the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer
visiting the former beerhouse [DV1/C25/97] found that the owner and occupier was a man named Jennings. His
accommodation comprised a living room, a pantry and a kitchen with four bedrooms above. There was also a wood
and corrugated iron hovel and stable, which the valuer characterized with the word “neglect”. Another hand has
written: “No garden. Bad position”.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are
not known:
1872-1881: John Brown;
1881-1889: Sarah Brown;
1889-1896: Frederick William Giles;
1896-1908: Henry Warren;
1908-1913: Walter Meeks Bentley
Beerhouse closed 27th December 1913

The Eagle Beerhouse: Eagle Farm, Everton Road, Potton

Eagle Farm August 2013
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse was first licensed in 1861, the owner being
Ashwell [Hertfordshire] brewer Edward K. Fordham. The 1891 register states that the owner was W. A. Fordham and
the register for 1903 that it was Fordham and Company. The Eagle was then in good repair, was a quarter of a mile
from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back door. In July 1875 John Kirkham was a farmer of
Everton. He needed a housekeeper and made a written agreement with John Watson to work for him for twelve
months. Watson was sent to Potton Station with a wagon and three horses and a load of potatoes. A boy with another
horse and cart was sent with him. When he did not return John Kirkham went to look for him and found the horses and
wagon standing at the door of the Eagle. Watson, of course, was drunk and the boy was also the worse for drink.
Watson then refused to come out. The next day Watson was sent to Potton station again. He returned four and a half
hours later and left the horses in the high road and went to the Eagle again. Kirkham had to take care of his horses
himself. He later asked Watson to fetch a load of straw. He went part of the way, drove the horses and wagon into a
field, released the horses and went off to have a drink again! [HF147/5/803]. On 20th August 1879 the licensee, Henry
Taylor, was fined £1 and 8/6 costs. This was because ten days earlier, a Sunday, he had been caught selling beer
during prohibited hours at the Eagle.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed
to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the Eagle
[DV1/C26/36] found the licensee was less than helpful, noting: "referred to Fordhams. Refused to give me trade". He
was able to find that the building consisted of three bedrooms, a tap room, a living room, a parlour, a scullery and a
cellar. The adjoining farm premises consisted of two loose boxes used as stores, a barn, stable and lean-to hovel as
well as 1.187 acres of land. The beerhouse did not have much of a future, closing its doors for the last time in 1932.
Today the former licensed premises is a private house.
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HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF147/5/803: drunken housekeeper found at the Eagle: 1875;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1877-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1898: Henry Taylor;
1898-1909: Mary Taylor;
1909-1914: Moses Warboys;
1920-1932: William Warboys;
Beerhouse closed 1932

The Fox & Crown Public House: Biggleswade Road, Potton
The Fox and Crown was one of Potton’s longer established public houses. The countywide licensing
register of 1876 states that it had then been lisensed for over a century.
In 1789 Thomas Wagstaff of Potton, a carpenter, devised the Fox and Crown in his will equally to his two
sons William and Jarman. The last name may actually be Germain as this seems to have been a family
name [ABP/W1789/10]. William made his will two years later and devised his half of the business to his
brother Thomas [ABP/W1791/6].
For such a well established public house we known very little about it. We know, from census returns, that it
was at the north end of Biggleswade Road, the 1851 census goes from a house in Blackbird Street to
German Wagstaff and his family in Biggleswade Road, so it suggests that the Fox and Crown was close to
the junction of the two roads. The census states that Wagstaff, born in Potton, was then 51 and was not
only a victualler but a tailor, too. His 50 year old wife Sarah had been born in Radwell [Hertfordshire] and all
their children, Elizabeth aged 21, Thomas aged 13, Emma aged 11, John aged 8 and Michael aged 4 had
been born in Potton. Sarah and Elizabeth have no occupation in the census, presumably they helped to run
the pub. The other person living at the address was journeyman tailor Thomas Duncombe, aged 51, from
London.
The annual licensing meeting of the Biggleswade Petty Sessions in August 1881 noted that the house had
been pulled down and cottages built on the site.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1822-1824: John Parker;
1825-1881: Germain Wagstaff;
Public House closed between August 1880 and August 1881

The Gardener’s Arms Beerhouse: 20 Sun Street, Potton

20 Sun Street March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that a beerhouse without a sign but in the ownership of
James Home of Potton was first licensed in 1838. 14 to 20 Sun Street is a terrace of four houses with a
distinctive polychrome tile and brick band at first storey level. The terrace is not listed. The Bedfordshire
Historic Environment Record [HER] contains information on the county’s historic buildings and landscapes
and summaries of each entry can now be found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The entry
for 14 to 20 Sun Street [HER 7086] dates the row to the 19th century “replacing a 17th century original”.
The first reference to the Gardeners Arms in any document held by Bedfordshire & Luton Archives &
Records Service is in 1872, in a licensing register, when owned by the devisees of Thomas Strickland and
run by James Jeakins. The property then passed to James Home before being bought by Alfred
Richardson who had begun a brewery in Biggleswade in 1869, moving to Potton in 1880, his brewery was
in King Street; he mortgaged the Gardeners Arms and three licensed houses in Potton (the Two Brewers,
Cross Keys and Red Lion) and properties elsewhere to William Thomas Chapman in 1877 [X501/12]. In
1878 the Second Great Fire of Potton affected part of the premises. The Bedfordshire Mercury states that
part of the roof had to have its tiles removed but was otherwise saved; however, later in the same article it
describes the building as “partially destroyed”.
The countywide licensing register of 1891 gives the owner as Richardson but notes that the beer was
provided by Phipps’ Northampton Brewery. In 1894 [X501/15-16] Richardson sold his business to a
partnership of Samuel Fuller, George Kitchener, John Butler Johnson and Elizabeth Pope who traded as
the Potton Brewery Company. The 1903 register states that the property was indeed owned by the Potton
Brewery Company and required repairing; it was just ten yards from the nearest licensed premises and had
one front and two back doors. Potton Brewery Company was bought by Bedford brewers Newland and
Nash in 1922 when the King Street brewery was demolished. Two years later Newland and Nash was
bought by Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. The
valuer visiting the Gardener’s Arms [DV1/C12/75] considered it an: "Unattractive looking place" consisting
of three bedrooms and a box room upstairs with a tap room, a living room, a cellar and a kitchen below.
Outside were a washhouse and W. C., a hovel and a stable. Trade was not brisk; the business sold about a
barrel a week as well as four dozen bottles - about a third of the trade was bitter, the rest mild.
The Gardener’s Arms closed its doors for the last time in August 1957. It is now a private house.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1876: James Jeakins;
1876-1879: Henry Parkin;
1879-1881: William Peacock;
1881-1882: Henry King;
1880s: David Savill;
1886: George Head;
1880s: Edward Williams;
1891-1898: William Barringer;
1898-1901: Rebecca Barringer;
1901-1904: William Lenton;
1904-1907: William Hutchinson;
1907-1910: William Matthews;
1910-1924: Esau Clark Jackson;
1928: James Yarrell;
1931-1940: Mrs. Annie Yarrell;
1957: Harry James Dobson;
1957: William Harry Brooks
Beerhouse closed 3rd August 1957

The George and Dragon Public House [formerly The White Hart also The
George]: 2 to 4 King Street, Potton

The George and Dragon February 2013

The George and Dragon was known as the George following the former George Inn’s destruction in the
Great Fire of Potton in 1783. The former George, we can see from a map of 1813 [W2/10], lay on the north
side of the Market Square. The map shows a building, probably stabling or a barn, standing well back from
the frontage onto the Market Square in an area labelled the George Yard. The frontage at that date was
empty but was later occupied by 9, 10 and 11 Market Square.
A mortgage of 1836 tells us explicitly that the George (clearly today's George and Dragon because it was
then a functioning inn), had also been known as the White Hart [AD3889]. The deed goes on to state that
the George, along with a bakehouse and premises, four cottages and another dwelling house were all built
on the site of buildings and part of a close or closes called Upper Close and Lower Close. They had
belonged to George Kitchin and he had devised them in his will to his son, also George. In 1836 George
the son and his son, inevitably another George, mortgaged them to Octavius Robert Wilkinson. This
strongly suggests that the George and Dragon was built on the site of the White Hart, which had been
destroyed in the Great Fire, just as the George was. The replacement inn was known as the George and
later as the George and Dragon.
The George and Dragon was listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II, of special interest.
It is dated to the 18th century, supporting the theory that it was built after the Great Fire, "with later
reworkings". The property is built of the same red brick as other properties, such as 9 King Street, built after
the fire, and comprises two storeys with attics beneath a clay tiled roof. The listing notes: "included for
group value".
Also in 1836 a minor riot took place at the George [QSR1836/1/5/53]. John Jefferies, constable of Everton
said that on Saturday 26th September he had a warrant to apprehend John Page for an offence against the
game laws (i. e. he was a suspected poacher). He heard Page was at the George Inn at Potton. He went
there, taking William Smith and Peter Gurney with him to assist. With their help he apprehended Page, who
resisted violently. They got him out of the house and as far as the far end of the yard. A great crowd
collected who kept calling out to Page to encourage him to resist. They fell together in the yard, then got up
again. Page called out to James Almond to help him. Almond thrust himself between the policeman and his
prey and forced him to let go; Page then ran away. William Smith of Everton stated that Almond struck him
several times so that he was smothered in blood. He also struck Peter Gurney once and pushed him
backwards so as to prevent him from assisting the constable. Constable Jeffries charged several persons,
especially William Baines of Potton, to aid and assist him in keeping the peace. Baines refused. Baines and
Almond were both brought to trial, but acquitted.
Curiously no gaol register contains an entry for John Page, nor are Baines or Almond entered for their part
in Page’s escape (they would have entered prison just before trial). Almond may, however, have had
previous. A nineteen year old called James Almond of Everton was fined £2, with an alternative sentence of
one month in prison, in 1833 for assault. He was five feet seven inches tall and had a sallow complexion
[QGV10/1]. The same man was convicted in 1864, aged fifty, again of assault. This time he was up with his
son and was fined £5, the son also James and aged 23 was given the same sentence [QGV12/1].
The inn, together with neighbouring properties, was sold by auction (at the Crown!) in 1847 [WG2441] the
description being as follows: Lot 2: The well-known old-established “GEORGE INN”. It is freehold,
substantially brick-built and tiled, with large yard, extensive Stabling, Corn Shops, and other Outbuildings,
in a most advantageous situation and doing a good trade; now let to Mr. Day at a rental of £36 per annum,
which rental includes all the premises now occupied by Mr. Fisher with the George Inn. This lot to be
subject to a right of cart way to lot 1 [6 and 8 King Street], as delineated on the plan. The plan (see below)
makes it clear that the George is today’s George and Dragon.

Lot 2 is the George in this plan of 1847 [WG2441]
In December 1873 Elizabeth Abbiss, wife of the landlord, made a statement that about a month before she
had missed several articles of linen. Ann Giddings was employed by her once a fortnight to come to her
house to wash. She counted all her linen and on 18th December gave information to the police. She went
with Sergeant Vincent to the house of George Giddings and was present when he searched it. She
identified as her property: three chamber towels; four pocket handkerchiefs; one draper towel; two napkins;
one pillow case; one pair of socks and one head dress. The marks that were on them had been cut out.
Mrs. Giddings had been in the habit of taking her linen to her house to wash, but she had always returned
the number of articles correctly. Several other articles belonging to Mrs. Abbiss were still missing. The
value of the goods was nine shillings. When xross-examined by the magistrate Mrs. Abbiss said that she
did not know that Mrs. Giddings had been to prison before. She went again with Sergeant Vincent to the
Giddings’ house that morning and identified two tea cloths, one little child’s blanket, one napkin with her
name on it, one apron, a duster, and a pair of child’s socks.
Thomas Vincent said that Mrs. Giddings told him she had nothing in the house belonging to Mrs Abbiss. He
searched the house and found various items in different parts of the house which Mrs. Abbiss identified as
her property. Mrs. Giddings said she did not steal the articles but brought them home to wash. Vincent then
told George Giddings he would charge him with receiving stolen goods. Giddings said he knew nothing at
all about the matter. The couple were both detained in custody. Mrs. Giddings said: “I am sure Mrs. Abbiss
never catched me off my guard in her life and I have worked at her house till twelve at night”.
The gaol register [QGV12/2] gives Ann Giddings’ age at the time as 42. She was convicted and sentenced
to six months hard labour. She had been convicted three years earlier of stealing a gold pin and other items
and had been to prison for fourteen days hard labour on that occasion. One can only hope that she was
taught a lesson, certainly she does not appear in any other gaol registers. George was obviously not
brought to trial as he is not mentioned in the gaol register.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 still refers to the premises as the George and notes that it had
been licensed for over a hundred years; of course this particular building could only have been licensed for
around ninety three years but the period is well over a century if either or both the old George and the
White Hart are included. In 1876 the property was owned by Frederick Fisher of Potton. The countywide
register of 1891 refers to the George and Dragon and notes that, unusually, it was owned by Woburn
Sands [Buckinghamshire] brewer John W. Down as a tied premises. The countywide register of 1903
states that the George and Dragon was then owned by Watford [Hertfordshire] brewer Benskin and
Company, it was in good repair, 41 yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Rose and Crown) and
had one front and two back doors.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927 and the
valuer visiting the George and Dragon [DV1/C12/61] made the cryptic remark on his notepad "I think
personality here". More prosaically he noted three bedrooms and attics upstairs with, below, a parlour, a

smoke room, a tap room, a living room, a kitchen and a cellar. He noted that it was bounded by the Rose
and Crown and that average weekly trade amounted to four and a half barrels and six dozen bottles of beer
along with six bottles of spirits. Owned with the public house was a farm at the rear occupied by the
licensee consisting of a large barn and loft which was part sublet as a potato store and partly used for wood
by the licensee; there was also a three bay cart hovel, a loose box, a two stall stable and a store.
Benskins of Watford were bought out by Ind Coope in 1967, which then became Allied Breweries. The
George and Dragon is still [2013] a public house, now owned by Greene King.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1818 Thomas Ellis;
1822: Rachael Ellis;
1823-1828: William King;
1830: William Woodward;
1836: William Peters;
1839-1842: James Bennett;
1843-1848: James Fisher, plumber and glazier
1850-1869: Wiliam Wales/Wiles;
1872-1873: Henry Coull;
1873-1875: George Abbiss;
1875-1881: Henry Gudgin;
1881-1886: Thomas Parkin;
1886-1888: William Parkin;
1888-1889: Frances Bingham;
1889: Eliza Brown;
1889-1892: Sarah Brown;
1892-1904: Walter Meeks Bentley;

1904-1905: Francis Henry Cox;
1905-1909: John Warboys;
1909-1912: Leonard Surtees;
1912-1924: Harry Vincent Sapwell;
1927-1828: Alexander Charles Hilton;
1931: Walter J Bennett;
1940: Arthur Wilkinson;
1957-1960: George Louis Walker;
1960-1967: Alec Free;
1967-1976: Charles Thomas Clarke;
1976-1982: Stanley Ronald Appleby;
1982-1987: Donald O'Sullivan;
1987: Tracey John Buggins;
1987-1996: Michael Allen.

The George Inn: 9-11 Market Square, Potton

9 to 11 Market Square August 2013
As can be seen from the references below, the George was clearly an old building. The first reference we
have to it is as early as 1581 [S8] when the court roll of the Manor of Potton Much Manured notes that John
Faldo had devised an inn called the George in Potton to his son Robert
The inn was clearly an important part of the life of the town as it is referred to as a great inn in 1703 when it
was owned by the Burgoyne family as lords of each of Potton's four manors (Burdetts, Much Manured,
Regis and Rectory) [W2089] and included in a marriage settlement between Roger, son of Sir John
Burgoyne, baronet and Constance, daughter of the late Sir Thomas Middleton. The inn was held from the
manor along with ten acres of meadow and fifteen acres of arable by Francis Cotton at a rent of £42/13/4.
On 21st February 1780 the following advertisement appeared in The Northampton Mercury: To be LETT,
and Entered upon immediately, All that Capital MESSUAGE, or INN, called or known by the Name of Sign
of the GEORGE, situate in the Market-Place of POTTON, in the County of Bedford; together with the
Yards, Barns, Stables and Shops belonging to and now used with the same. And also all those 152 Acres
(Statute-Measure) of Arable-Land, Meadow and Pasture-Ground (110 Acres whereof is inclosed) lying in
Potton aforesaid, now also used and occupied with the said Inn and the same are now in the tenure of
Occupation of Richard Emery and is Assigns. For further particulars enquire of Mr. Joseph Cole, of
Shefford, in the said County of Bedford. The House is very advantageously situated for good Business, and
the Effects and Stock in Trade may be had at a fair Appraisement".
The inn was destroyed in the Great Fire of Potton of 14th August 1783. In 1784 a book was published (a
copy of which is in Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service searchroom library) called: The
General Account of the Losses and the State of the Collections and Distributions on Account of the Fire
Which happened at Potton in the County of Bedford. The account notes the name of each person losing
money by the fire, their profession and the amount lost (after insurance money), the following are included:




Hannah Carter, servant to Mr.Smith at the George: £1/2/-;
Elizabeth Rowney, servant to Mr.Smith at the George: £1/4/6;
John Smith, innholder and farmer: £704/13/2.

transmit their Collections to Mr. Speed, Deputy Register, at Chester, or to Mr. Collinson, at Lancaster, or Mr. Hogg, at Richmond.

The Green Man Public House: 6 Bull Street, Potton

The Green Man about 1920 [X758/1/8/118]
Most of the deeds to this public house are at Hertfordshire Archives Service in the collection of archives of
Simpson's Brewery of Baldock, they extend from 1707 to 1785. The countywide licensing register of 1876
stated that the Green Man had been licensed for over a hundred years. It was then owned by Hertfordshire
brewers Simpson and Company of Baldock. The firm was established in 1853 by Thomas George and
Joseph Simpson and was floated as a private company in 1935 as Simpson's Brewery Limited. In 1954 it
was taken over by Suffolk brewers Greene King.
The countywide register of 1903 stated that the premises required repairing, adjoined another licensed
premises (the King’s Head) and had one front and three side doors. In 1906 the landlord, Alfred Hutchinson
was convicted of selling adulterated rum on 17th January and was fined five shillings £1/1/4 costs. He
remained the licensee for at least another eight years.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer
visiting the Green Man [DV1/C11/112] noted that the tenant was not forthcoming ("refused information"). It
contained five bedrooms and a boxroom upstairs, with a bar, parlour, living room and kitchen downstairs;
outside were a cart shed, two barns and wood store as well as a garden. The business sold two and a half
barrels per week "now…say 3 barrels fair average". It also sold about a dozen bottles of spirits and half a
gallon of bulk spirits in a week.
The Green Man closed in the 1990s. It is now a private house.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1822-1830: William Meeks;
1844: Greenman;
1850: George Munns;
1853-1869: Thomas Norman;
1872-1874: Susan Norman;
1874-1878: Charles Peacock;
1878-1882: Thomas Parkin;
1882-1891: William Sharp;
1891-1893: William Ward;
1893-1896: Hannah Ward;
1896-1900: Thomas Paine;
1900-1901: Sarah Jane Paine;
1901-1914: Alfred Hutchinson;
1920-1940: George Lenton;
1957-1965: Edwin Horace Lightly;
1965-1968: Robert Desmond Priest;
1968-1969: George Sidney Russell;
1969-1973: Michael Gravestock;
1973-1974: Jeffrey Davies;
1974-1975: Victor Leonard Pratt;
1975-1976: John Michael Martin;
1976-1977: Raymond Tolson;
1977-1982: Alan Thomas Britton;
1982-1990: John Gilbert;
1990-1992: Nicholas James Proudman;
1992-1993: Richard A.B.Cox;
1993: Colin John Abram and Geoffrey John Reece;
1993-1994: William Thomas Morris;
1994-1995: Ronald George Cook;
1995: Raymond Alfred Beard;
1995: Robert Victor Fairey and James Robert Halliday;
1995: Kevin Frank le Page;
1995: Reginald Alfred Beard.

The Horse and Jockey Public House: 39 King Street, Potton

39 King Street March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse was first licensed in 1844, its owner in 1876 was
brewer Edward K. Fordham of Ashwell [Hertfordshire]. In 1887 landlord Henry Jennings was convicted of selling beer
during prohibited hours on 24th August. He was fined £1 with 8/6 costs [HF143/4]. The countywide licensing register
of 1891 notes that the Horse and Jockey was owned by W. A. Fordham of Ashwell and that it was tied to his brewery.

The register of 1903 gives the owner as Fordham and Company and stated that the premises required repairs. The
Horse and Jockey was twenty yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Red Cow) and had one front and two
back doors. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of the county was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the
Horse and Jockey [DV1/C12/1] found it was a: "very good modernized building" consisting of three bedrooms upstairs
with a tap room, a parlour and a kitchen below; outside was a two stall stable with a loft over. The business sold one
to one and a half barrels of mild and half a barrel of bitter per week with "very little bottled" trade. Fordham and
Company was taken over by J. W. Green Limited of Luton in 1952, and the beerhouse became a fully licensed public
house on 6th February 1953. J. W. Green merged with Flowers Breweries from the Midlands and adopted the latter
name in 1954. Whitbread bought out Flowers in 1962. The Horse and Jockey closed for the last time in 1971 and is
now a private house.
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HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X704/123: Thrift Club: 1950s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1876: John Seamer;
1876-1880: Alfred Hill;
1880-1885: Charles Peacock;
1885-1886: Thomas Dazley;
1886-1892: Henry Jennings;
1892-1899: Edward Doughty;
1899-1900: George Thake;
1900: Robert Bye;
1900-1907: Charles Titchmarsh;
1907-1928: Tom Pike;
1931-1936: William Alfred Papworth;
1940: Horace Wilfred Petchey;
1957-1971: Leslie Alwyn Dennis;
1971: Frank Ronald Raines.
Public house closed 1971.

The Kings Arms Inn: King Street, Potton
This early inn is first mentioned in a will of 1720 [WG88]. George Pedly owned a number of inns in the
town. He devised the King’s Head and the Maidenhead (later the Queen’s Head) to his son John and the
King’s Arms, described as being in King Street, went to his son George along with a piece of meadow next
to Church Causeway, the Cock in Horslow Street and the White Lyon along with another Maidenhead Inn
and a Nag’s Head Inn both at Sandy.
George Pedly may have been a maltster or brewer, though this is nowhere stated. His will simply describes
him as a gentleman, he died in the same year he made the will. We know that his father John was a
maltster [M15/17] and his son John likewise [WG89].
The King’s Arms was obviously an important inn. A number of the streets in Potton seem to have been after
inns (such as Sun Street and Blackbird Street) and this suggests that King Street was named after the
King’s Arms. The fact that in 1804 a stand of arms was to be set up at the inn for the use of the Volunteer
Corps also suggests the inn’s importance.
The King’s Arms seems to have survived the Great Fire of Potton of 1783, at least, it is not one of the inns
mentioned in the pamphlets totaling losses in the fire. It also survived into the 19th century, as we have
seen. These facts combine to make it likely that the inn was not at the bottom of the street as properties
here were destroyed in the fire. The inn is not included in the countywide licensing register of 1822 to 1828
so it must be assumed that it closed for the last time at a date between 1804 and 1822

References:



WG88: probate of will of George Pedly: 1720;
X202/149: letter: 1804.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1720: William Walsome;
1804: Slim
Inn closed between 1804 and 1822.

The Kings Head [also the George III]: 4 Bull Street, Potton

4 Bull Street March 2007
The first reference to this public house is in 1682 when William Woodley, a Potton butcher sold it to Potton
maltster John Pedley for £95 [M15/17]. The Pedley family also owned the Cock, Kings Arms, Maidenhead
(later Queens Head) and White Lyon in the town. In 1696 the King’s Head formed part of a marriage
settlement when John Pedley’s younger son George married Helen Smith of Connington [Cambridgeshire].
George made his will in 1720, dying in the same year, he devised the King’s Head as well as the
Maidenhead to his son John [WG88]. John Pedley mortgaged the King’s Head to George Rugeley of
Potton in 1756 for £100 [WG89] and four years later the two men conveyed the inn to Frances Stonebridge,
the licensee [WG90-91]. This deed describes John Pedley as a surgeon, so evidently he had decided to get
out of the brewing business. In 1781 Frances Stonebridge conveyed the King’s Head to Saint Neots
[Huntingdonshire] brewer William Fowler for £180 [WG94-95].
Fowler's business was bought by another Saint Neots brewery firm, that of John Day in 1814. In 1840 the
brewery sold off fifty public houses, four beer shops and a farm - one of the public houses was the King’s
Head, then described as containing a bar, a parlour, a kitchen, a cellar, a front shop, a store room and five
bedrooms with a detached slaughter house with lofts over, stabling for sixteen horses with lofts over, a
yard, a well and a right of cart way "as at present enjoyed". Annotations on the sale particulars reveal it was
purchased by a Mr. W. Smith for £714 [WG2526]. Some early directories list the pub as the George III. The
countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the public house was owned by Joseph Phillips, a brewer
from Royston [Hertfordshire] and the register of 1891 gives the same owner. In 1879 the licensee, George
Lunniss, was convicted for opening on Sunday 12th October and was fined £1 with 8/6 costs. He did not
lose his licence. In 1889 Alfred Few was fined £2 and 8/6 costs for allowing liquor to be consumed on the
premises during prohibited hours on 13th December. He seems to have left the pub soon after.
The countywide register of 1903 gives the owner as Phillips and Company and states that the house was in
good repair. It was adjacent to another licensed premises (the Green Man) and had one front and two side
doors. It was about this time that the public house closed its doors for the last time. The renewal of the

licence was refused on 3rd February 1904 on the grounds that it "had been shut up for some time and was
not required"[HF143/6]. The property later became a shop and today [2013] is a private house.
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M15/17: conveyance: 1682;
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WG87: recited mortgage: 1698;
WG87: assignment of mortgage: 1701;
WG88: probate of will of George Pedly: 1720;
WG89: mortgage: 1756;
WG90-93: conveyance: 1760;
WG94-95: conveyance: 1781;
LS37: conveyance of William Fowler’s properties and his sons: 1800;
WG331-333: conveyance to John Day: 1814;
CLP13: register of alehouse licenses: 1822-1828;
P64/5/3/323: bill for beer for the ringers: 1839;
WG2526: sale particulars of licensed premises of Saint Neots Brewery: 1840;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1682: William Woodley;
1696: Amos Walker;
1756-1795: Frances Stonebridge, widow;
1814: Robert Fowler;
1822-1823: William Savage;
1824: Joseph Emery;
1825-1826: John Kidman;
1827: Thomas Frost;
1828: William Taylor;
1839: Thomas Tear;
1840-1847: John Keeling (George III);
1850-1861: William Rose (also cooper and brewer);
1864-1869: Edmund Dear
1872: Edith Shearman;
1872-1884: George Lunniss;
1884: Thomas Warrell;
1884-1889: Charles Meacock;
1889: Alfred Few;
1890: Henry John Wills;
1894: Fred Cudmore;
1898: Robert Barnes;
1900: Frederick Sambrook;
1901-1902: Rebecca Barringer;
1902-1903: George Pearson
Public House closed c.1903.

The King's Hussars Beerhouse: [earlier the Pick & Shovel]: Westbury,
Deepdale, Potton

The Old House August 2013
The beerhouse, known as the King’s Hussars, stood almost opposite the Locomotive which, considering
the paucity of houses in the vicinity, seems excessive. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that
the beerhouse, then called the Pick and Shovel, was first licensed in 1864 and was owned by Ashwell
[Hertfordshire] brewer Benjamin Christy.
By the time of the countywide licensing register of 1891 the Pick and Shovel was owned by Royston
[Hertfordshire] brewer Joseph Phillips, whose company was still the owner in 1903. By now the property
was called the King’s Hussars. One can only surmise that one of the landlords was an ex-trooper in the
King’s Hussars and so changed the name. The property was described as being in good repair, forty yards
from the nearest licensed premises (the Locomotive) and having one front and one back door. The
beerhouse closed for the last time in 1917 and became a private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. The
valuer visiting the former King’s Hussars [DV1/C182/6] found it now owned by H. Hendry and occupied by
Charles Duffin whose rent was £7/10/- per quarter, which included a wood and corrugated iron barn and
1.302 acres of land nearby. The property comprised three reception rooms, a scullery and a larder. There
was a cellar beneath and above, on the first floor, four bedrooms. The valuer commented: “Was a pub”.
The property is now [2013] known as The Old House.
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HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1869-1872: Henry Cooper;
1872-1880: Charles Barford;
1880-1882: William Henry Earl;
1882: Frederick Hurdle;
1882-1884: John Bearley;
1884-1888: George Power;
1888-1889: Edwin Arnold Robbins;

1889: Ernest Hills;
1889-1892: George William Barber;
1892-1893: Edwin Kempson Mole;
1893-1894: Henry Kinch;
1894-1895: William Huckle;
1895-1896: George Davis;
1896-1897: Thomas Morgan;
1897-1899: George Ward;
1899-1900: Thomas Knights;
1900-1901: Harry Samuel Harrison;
1901-1902: Charles Thomas Clemence;
1902: Walter Hatton;
1902-1906: James Dolman;
1906-1913: Arthur Jeffs;
1913-1914: Emma Jeffs
Beerhouse closed 1917

The Locomotive Public House: 5 Deepdale, Potton

The Locomotive about 1920 [X758/1/17/35]
The deeds to the Locomotive (1826-1894) are still held by Charles Wells Limited. The records at
Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service are confined to licensing registers and some images.
The Locomotive stood almost opposite the King’s Hussars which, given how few houses are in the vicinity,
seems to be one licensed premises too many. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the
Locomotive beerhouse was first licensed in 1836 and by 1876 was owned by Potton brewer Francis
Bingham. In 1881 licensee James Brown Pigott was fined £5 and 8/6 costs for refusing police admittance
on 5th January. He remained licensee for another seven years. The countywide licensing register of 1891
gives the owner as Joseph Robarts of Potton and tells us that the Locomotive was then a free house. The
register of 1903 states that the owner was Bedford brewer Charles Wells and that the property needed
repairing. It stood forty yards from the nearest licensed premises (the King’s Hussars) and had one back
and two front doors.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting the Locomotive [DV1/C182/22] found it owned
by Charles Wells and tenanted by Edward Hutchinson, whose rent was £15 per annum. The property had a
tap room, a living room, a parlour and a scullery on the ground floor, with a cellar. Three bedrooms
occupied the first floor. Outside stood a two bay wood and corrugated iron hovel, a wood and tiled three
bay hovel and a wood and tiled stable. Trade was eighteen gallons of mild per week along with four dozen
bottles. Takings averaged £2 per week. The valuer has helpfully stated that a barrel of mild cost £4/14/6
and sold for five pence a pint. The Locomotive probably became a fully licensed public house in the 1950s,
along with other beerhouses. It closed early in the 21st century and is now a private house.

The former Locomotive March 2007
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HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
X758/1/17/35: postcard of Deepdale including public house: c.1900;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X704/275: photograph of postcard: c.1920s;
WL801/39: glass plate negative: c.1925;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions:
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WL722/29: Pint Pot in-house magazine of Charles Wells with photograph of Locomotive: 1980;
Bedfordshire Magazine xxiv.p.275: interior photograph: c.1994.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are
not known:
1854-1874: James Lenton, pig dealer;
1874-1879: Joseph Leonard;
1879-1888: James Brown Pigott;
1888: James Tell;
1888-1894: Edwin Roberts;
1894-1896: Annie Roberts;
1896-1897: George Webb;
1897-1902: George Peacock;
1902-1910: Emma Peacock;
1910-1920: Arthur James Gale;
1924: Edward Hutchinson;
1928: Louisa Hutchinson;
1931-1936: John Austin;
1940: William Mallett
1957: Edward Allen Cheyne;
1957: Donald Anderson Jardine;
1957-1959: George Henry Jones;
1959-1962: Maud Maves;
1962-1963: Thomas James Flannery;
1963-1966: Alexander Brodie;
1966: Peter Robert Fielding Jameson;
1966-1970: Victor Douglas Bruton;
1970-1972: Samuel John Bellingham;
1972-1974: David Michael Wallace;
1974-1981: Christopher John Allen Clark;
1981-1982: Jeremy Lance Dimmock;
1982-1985: Clive Antony Billings;
1985-1992: Kenneth Arthur Roper;
1992-1993: Peter Roy Clayton;
1993-1995: George Michael McGrath
1995-1996: Clive Charles Melrose.

The New Inn: 7 King Street, Potton

The New Inn (middle distance) in 1904 [X758/1/8/96]
The New Inn, as so often seems to be the case in pubs with this name, was actually rather an old public
house. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that it had then been licensed for over one hundred
years. In fact 7 King Street was probably built in or soon after 1783 as its predecessor on the site was
destroyed in the Great Fire of Potton in this year. In 1784 the site of 9 King Street was conveyed and that
building is described as being bounded on the south by premises of William Smith Devereux, which had
been destroyed by fire, "with another messuage rebuilt thereon belonging to Mr. Samuel Wells" [CD840]. A
pamphlet setting out the losses by property owners in the great fire records that William Devereux lost
£317/16/-. He is described as a servant, clearly a very rich one, suggesting he may have been a senior
servant, such as a butler, in a prestigious household. Samuel Wells was a Biggleswade brewer and this
evidence suggests that he built the new property on the site of Devereux's old property as the New Inn, an
appropriate name. His firm, now Wells and Company still owned the New Inn in 1876. The first mention of
the New Inn in surviving sources is in the countywide licensing register of 1822.
Wells and Company was put up for sale in 1899. The sale catalogue describes the New Inn thus [GK1/36]:
"containing Tap Room, Parlour, Kitchen, Cellar and four Bed Rooms. Side entrance to good Yard, with
Stabling, Coach-house, Barn, Shed &c., Garden at rear. In the occupation of Mr. B. Bland, at the nominal
rent of 4s. per annum". The company was bought by Kent businessman George Winch for his son Edward
Bluett Winch and was renamed Wells and Winch Limited.
The 1903 countywide licensing register states that the New Inn was owned by Wells and Winch and that it
required repairing. The public house stood 119 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had one front
and one back door. The public house closed in 1921 becoming a private house.

5 and 7 King Street February 2013
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Z1039/34/1: schedule of deeds: 1922.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1830: William Franklin;
1839-1840: Samuel Gravestock;
1869-1874: Eliza Armond;
1874-1878: Samuel Manning;
1878-1882: William Watkinson;
1882-1886: Henry Keeling;
1886-1887: Charles Chamberlain;
1887-1888: Mary Juliana Chamberlain;
1888-1890: Frederick William Collins;
1890-1897: Edward Williams;
1897-1906: Benjamin Bland;
1906-1921: Thomas Charter
Public house closed 1921

The Old Coach House Hotel (formerly the Rose and Crown and the Crown): 1213 Market Square, Potton

The Rose and Crown about 1900 [X758/1/8/10]
The early history of the Old Coach House, known for much of its life as the Rose and Crown, is not entirely
clear cut. In 1735 Benjamin Smallwood and Elizabeth, his wife, John Eldred and Mary, his wife and Anne
Tilbrook all surrendered the Crown Inn to John Pedley [AD345/2/5]. The inn was surrendered because it
was copyhold, held of the Manor of Potton Much Manured. People held copyhold properties from the manor

and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor
court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent one. This
allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.
In 1753 Pedley made his will and devised the Rose Inn to trustees for sale [LS117]. In 1783 the Crown Inn
was destroyed in the Great Fire of Potton. We know this because it is one of only two inns to be named in a
contemporary pamphlet giving an account of losses in the fire. William Mean, the innholder, who was also a
farmer lost the very substantial sum of £369/13/10; his ostler, who looked after the stables, Thomas Dust
lost £4/7/0 and his servant Sarah Thompson lost £4/17/-.
A little later that year the site of the Rose and Crown, destroyed in the fire, was devised by Thomas Hankin
to trustees for sale, who were then admitted to it at the court of the Manor of Potton Much Manured. These
documents suggest that the Crown, mentioned in the pamphlet is the same as the Rose and Crown as only
three inns, the Crown, the George and the Red Lion, are named. Prior to 1783 John Pedley is described as
holding an inn called the Crown and one called the Rose. This suggests either that the two inns were
synonymous or that at some point Pedley closed one and renamed the other the Rose and Crown. His
trustees had evidently sold the inn between the creation of his will in 1753 and the fire thirty years later.
12 and 13 Market Square, today’s Old Coach House Hotel was listed by the former Ministry of Public
Buildings and Works in October 1866 as Grade II, of special interest. The listing dates the building, not
surprisingly, to the 18th century, though it was re-worked in the 19th century. It is built of red brick and
comprises three storeys beneath a clay tiled roof.
After the fire there are still references to a Crown Inn as well as the Rose and Crown, from 1801 to 1847,
which suggests that the memory of the old Crown inn lingered. It seems unlikely there were two separate
inns, one called the Rose and Crown and one called the Crown between these fates because the
countywide licensing register which runs from 1822 to 1828 [CLP13] only lists a Rose and Crown, no
Crown.
In 1785 the new owner of the Rose and Crown, newly erected by Hankin’s trustees, William Fowler of Saint
Neots [Huntingdonshire], brewer, was admitted at the court of the Manor of Potton Much Manured [CD859].
Evidently he had bought the inn from the trustees. The manor court held a dinner at the inn in 1794
[HA323/12]. By 1801 William Fowler was dead and the devisees of his will surrendered the Rose and
Crown to Henry Smith, who was duly admitted [CD860]. The tithe commissioners met at the inn in 1814
[X744/56]. In 1831 Henry Smith devised the inn to his son of the same name in his will [CD853]. Henry
Smith junior was admitted in 1834 [CD861]. The inn was a popular place at which to hold auction sales of
other properties from at least 1801 [HA323/14] to at least 1916 [LS690].
The countywide licensing register of 1876 tells us that the Rose and Crown had been licensed for over a
century and it was then owned by William Dennis of Gamlingay, who must have bought it from Henry
Smith, or one of his successors in title in the forty two years since 1834. The countywide register of 1891
gives a new owner, Edward McHarrison of Biggleswade, who had leased it to Bedford brewers Charles
Wells. The countywide register of 1903 gives the owner as Charles Wells, the inn was 41 yards from the
nearest premises, was in good repair and had one front and one back door.

Rose and Crown billhead [X704/92/21/3]
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927 and the
valuer visiting the Rose and Crown Hotel states that the owner and occupier was William Henry Fowler,
who had been there for thirty five years [DV1/C11/124]; this shows that the 1903 licensing register was in

error and that Charles Wells simply leased the property from Fowler in order to sell the firm’s produce on a
tied basis.
The valuer noted that business was "not so good as it was". The premises, which was "old in fair condition",
consisted of three letting bedrooms, five other bedrooms in use and a bathroom and W. C. upstairs. Below
were: a coffee room; a commercial room; a bar; a kitchen and a scullery. Beneath the ground floor was a
cellar, a large assembly room and a harness room. Outside were an eighteen stall barn with a loft over, a
four car garage, a store ("all practically disused") and a garden. In the yard stood a workshop occupied by
William Leonard Cracknell, a coachbuilder, as well as a potato store and six buildings occupied by Thomas
Cheetum of 41 Horslow Street as a small farm.

12 and 13 Market Square February 2013
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P64/5/4/539: bill for horse hire: 1847;
WG2441: sale particulars for an auction held at the Crown: 1847.
P64/5/4/545: bill for port: 1847-1848;
P64/5/4/582: bill for port: 1848-1849
P64/5/4/573: bill for port: 1849-1850;

































WG2442: auction sale at the inn: 1867;
WG2443/1-2: auction sale at the inn: 1869;
WG2444: auction sale at the inn: 1870;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences – Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
WG2445: auction sale at the inn: 1877;
CD953: auction sale at the inn: 1878;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
WG2446: auction sale at the inn: 1879;
WG2447: auction sale at the inn: 1879;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
ST/U4/9: valuation notes: 1892;
X758/1/8/51: poor photograph of horse fair and public house: 1894;
Z723/100/48: bill to Alfred Ginn, forage contractor: 1895;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
X758/1/8/10: postcard: c. 1900;
X704/92/29: ticket for a luncheon: 1901;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/17/36: photograph of steam engine pulling log carriers: c.1910;
X704/92/29: billhead: c.1911-1919;
LS690: auction sale of land held at inn: 1916;
X704/281: negative of a bill head: c.1920s; Bedfordshire Inns & Pubs in Old Postcards, pl.33: 1920s;
X704/281: negative: c.1920s;
X758/1/9/142: Potton Angling Association dinner at public house: 1938;
X704/92/7: note paper: c. 1940s;
X704/92/26: Rose and Crown garage bill head: c. 1940s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
Z851/8/9: photograph of Market Square with public house in background: 1959;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions:
1976-1980;
BP64/33/1: photograph of the Market Square: 1981.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
early C18: Henry Rugeley, senior;
early C18: Henry Rugeley, junior;
1735: Richard Livett;
1783: William Mean; Catherine Edwards;
1785: John Smith;
19th century: W. Parker;
1822: John Harris and Ann King;
1823-1824: Elizabeth Harris;
1825-1845: David Compton;
1846-1850: Henry Powell (and veterinary surgeon);
1853: John Tyler;
1861-1862: Joseph Wilks;
1864-1869: Ellis Miller (& saddler)
1872-1891: Edward Mackenzie Harrison;
1891-1931: William Henry Fowler;
1940: Stanley Bennett
1957-1958: Albert Edward Diss;
1958-1959: Charles Dewis Mills;
1959-1988: Peter John Charles Simmonite;
1988-1995: LInda Margaret Bramham

The Queens Head Public House [formerly Maidenhead; also Old Queens
Head]: 22 Sun Street, Potton

Elevation of the Queen's Head 1878 [CDE168/2]
The first mention of this public house is in 1720 when, as the Maidenhead, it was devised by George Pedly
in his will to his son John, along with the Cock, Kings Arms and White Lyon also in Potton [WG88]. Pedley
died in the same year.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 confirms that the public house had been licensed for over a
hundred years; it was then in the ownership of Baldock [Hertfordshire] brewers Simpson and Company. For
this reason the deeds are with Hertfordshire Archives Service but their dates suggest that Simpson and
Company bought the property in 1853 or 1854.
In 1878 the building was damaged in a fire which affected properties in a square formed by Sun Street, Bull
Street, Chapel Street and Blackbird Street. The newspaper report commented that the Queen’s Head was
“utterly burnt”. Plans from that year show the building in its current form [CDE168/1-2].
The licensing register of 1903 shows the Queen’s Head continuing in the ownership of Simpson and
Company; it was in good repair. The property was sixteen yards from the nearest licensed property and
had one front and one back door. The Queen’s Head closed for the last time in 1919 becoming a private
house, now two private houses 22 and 24 Sun Street.

22 and 24 Sun Street August 2013
References:


WG88: probate of will of George Pedly: 1720;















CRT110/102: note of deeds of Simpsons of Baldock brewery and licensed houses held by
Hertfordshire Archives Service: 1853-1854;
CDE168/1-2: plans: 1878;
P64/5/1-4: bill from inn: 19th century;
CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
Deeds at Hertfordshire Archives in Simpson’s of Baldock collection: 1853-1854
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
CDE168/1-2: plans: 1878;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
X704/123: Savings Club contribution cards: 1907-1908.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1720: John Compton;
1818-1830: William Dear;
1839-1862: Mary Dear;
1864-1888: Joseph Shearman;
1888-1889: James North;
1889-1891: Thomas Preston Elliott;
1891-1914: Alfred Allen Sargeant
Public house closed 1919

The Railway Beerhouse: 11 Sandy Road, Potton

11 Sandy Road March 2007
The railway came to Potton in the shape of a three mile stretch from Sandy in 1857, becoming part of the
Bedford to Cambridge Railway in 1862. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this
beerhouse, conveniently placed to serve Potton Station, was first licensed in 1865. It was owned by
Ashwell [Hertfordshire] brewer Edward K. Fordham. By the time of the countywide licensing register of
1891 the owner was W. A. Fordham and the register of 1903 gives Fordham and Company. This latter
register states that the property required repairing, it was 140 yards from the nearest licensed premises
(the Red Lion) and had one front and one back door. The Railway beerhouse closed its doors for the last
time in 1917 becoming a private house. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building
and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting the
former beerhouse [DV1/C9/50] found it was now owned and occupied by Ernest Theobalds. The valuer
remarked that the building was in “fair condition”. It contained two reception rooms, a kitchen, a scullery
and four bedrooms. Another hand commented: “Detached. Double fronted old part”.

References:








HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1896: Daniel Brown;
1896-1898: Catherine Brown;
1898-191: John Duffin;
1911-1913: Charles Odell;
1913-1914: William Watson;
1914: Ernest Whitfield.
Beerhouse closed 1917

The Red Cow Beerhouse: 48 King Street, Potton

The Red Cow in 1908 [CLP4]
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that a beerhouse without a sign but owned by George
Darlow was first licensed in 1848. By 1891 this had become the Red Cow and was still owned by Darlow, it
was a free house.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the property was then in the ownership of Bedford
brewer Charles Wells and was in good repair. It was twenty yards from the nearest licensed premises (the
Horse and Jockey) and had a front and a back door. The beerhouse closed in 1908, becoming a private
house
The beerhouse closed as a result of a report to the licensing magistrates [CLP4] which stated that it was:
“part stud and plaster and tiled, with a late addition of brick” and the lowest rated of the five licensed
premises in King Street. The report stated baldly: “the sanitary arrangements are bad … there is no growth
in the population, and very little building going on … there are more licensed houses in the neighbourhood
of this house than are required for the needs of the inhabitants … From the evidence given and from our
knowledge of the locality and the accommodation of the house in question and of the other licensed houses
in the neighbourhood, we are unanimously of opinion that this licence is not required, and we report
accordingly”.
.

The rear of the Red Cow in 1908 [CLP4]

48 King Street February 2013
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HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
CLP4: report leading to closure: 1908.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1848-1894: George Darlow;
1894-1895: Jabez Rainsford;
1895-1908: Jesse Chamberlain
Beerhouse closed 22nd December 1908

The Red Lion Inn: 5 Market Square, Potton

2013
5 Market Square and 1 Bull Street, which is the return frontage, were listed by the former Ministry of Public
Buildings and Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. 5 Market Square was also known as
Lion Court. It was the former Red Lion Inn.
The house, now subdivided into flats, seems to date from the late 18th century but is actually a re-fronting
of an earlier structure, presumably including the old inn. It is built in brick, with colourwashed rendering
applied externally though there is some timber-framing; roofs are composed of clay tiles. The main block
comprises two storeys and attics, with a two-storeyed block running westwards along Bull Street.
This inn must have closed before 1822 when the first countywide list of licensees was compiled [CLP13] as
there is no Red Lion listed in Potton (the establishment in Station Road did not open until 1843).

The Red Lion Public House: Station Road, Potton

The Red Lion at potato harvest about 1900 [Z50/91/39b]

In 1813 Christian Franklyn made her will and devised all her property to her sons [WL1000/1/POTT1/1],
she died in 1815. In 1842 the sons sold the land, including two acres, one rood south of the turnpike road
leading to Sandy to Thomas Strickland [WL1000/1/Potton/1/6]. Strickland mortgaged the property in 1845
[WL1000/1/Potton/1/7]. This may have been to recoup the expenses of building the Red Lion which, the
mortgage tells us was “lately built”; the countywide licensing register of 1876 tells us that the pub was first
licensed in 1843.
In 1879 Thomas Strickland’s trustees (he was now dead) conveyed the site of Red Lion to Alfred
Richardson [WL1000/1/POTT1/10]. The deed tells us that the Red Lion had been burned down so today’s
building must date to about this time. Richardson had just moved to Potton from Biggleswade and was a
brewer, with a brewery in King Street. The final document in the packet is an abstract of Richardson’s title
to the Red Lion and is dated 1893, when he was in the process of selling his business. One therefore
assumes that it was at this date that Bedford brewer Charles Wells bought the pub because the deed
packet is part of their archive.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 confirms that the Red Lion was owned by Charles Wells. The
property was in good repair and was 140 yards from the nearest licensed premises (The Railway
beerhouse). It had two front and two back doors.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer
visiting the Red Lion [DV1/C9/44] found that it contained a bar, a parlour, a tearoom and a kitchen
downstairs with four bedrooms above - no cellar, however. Outside was a dilapidated wood barn, a two stall
two bay hovel with a loft over and a derelict barn. It sold one 18 gallon barrel of mild per week and a nine
gallon barrel of bitter. It had two acres of market gardening land at the rear which the tenant also occupied.
By 2006 Charles Wells had ceased to own the premises which became a free house. At the time of writing
[2013] the Red Lion is up for sale.

The Red Lion March 2007
References:












WL1000/1/POTT/1/1: copy will: 1813;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/6: conveyance of land: 1842;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/7: mortgage: 1845;
QSR1849/1/5/12/a: alleged thief confronted in the Red Lion: 1848;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/8: assignment of mortgage: 1862;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
X501/12: provisional deed of charge: 1877;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/9: reconveyance: 1878;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/10: conveyance: 1879;


















HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
X501/15 and WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: mortgage: 1880;
X501/16 and WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: mortgage: 1881;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: assignment of mortgage: 1889;
X501/15 and WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: mortgages redeemed: 1894;
X758/2/7/1: photograph of carts lined up outside: c.1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X704/51: Potton and District Slate Club and Benefit Society: c.1909-1909;
WL800/4 p.19: photograph: c.1925;
WL801/38: negative of above: c.1925;
X704/123: Red Lion Thrift Club: 1950s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty Sessional
Divisions: 1976-1980
WL722/26: Pint Pot in-house magazine of Charles Wells with photograph of public house: 1979

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1854-1864: Samuel Manning;
1869-1878: James Manning (and timber merchant);
1878-1882: Samuel Manning;
1882-1893: Elizabeth Manning;
1893: Amos Glenister;
1893-1896: Walter Thomas Wills;
1896-1898: Helen Wills;
1898-1927: Frank Lawson;
1931: George E Fowler;
1936: John H. Tansley;
1940-1961: John William Askem;
1961-1964: Owen Percy Cousins
1964-1965: James Rayner Wilkin;
1965-1966: Ralph William Winterbottom;
1966-1969: Anthony John Smith;
1969-1978: Stanley Allanson;
1978-1979: John Ernest Gibbs;
1979-1980: David Latham;
1980-1982: John Anthony Murray;
1982-1986: Danny Ronald Michael Florence;
1986-1990: Richard Charles Burley;
1990-1992: Andrew James Mitchell;
1992-1993: Anthony William Thornton;
1993-1995: Ian Trevor Sheppard.

The Rising Sun Public House: 11 Everton Road, Potton

The Rising Sun March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 tells us that the Rising Sun was first licensed, as a beerhouse, in
1836. In 1876 the owner was Elizabeth Peacock. By the time of the countywide register of 1891 the owner
was Oswell Mears.
The countywide register of 1903 gives the new owner as Royston [Hertfordshire] brewery Phillips and
Company. The property was in good repair and was 26 yards from the nearest licensed premises; it had
two front and two back doors. Licensee Susan Arnold was convicted of permitting drunkenness on 13th
January 1909 and was fined £1 with 7/6 costs. She left the business later that year.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer
visiting the Rising Sun [DV1/C10/63] found that the owner was still Phillips and Company. The beerhouse
contained three bedrooms, a parlour, a sitting room, a tap room, a kitchen and a cellar, he noted that trade
was "very small" detailing that the beerhouse sold one and a half to two barrels per week in summer and
about two dozen bottles per week. He also noted: "Good position near housing scheme".
In 1949 Luton brewer J. W. Green took over Phillips and Company. The Rising Sun became a fully-licensed
public house on 11th March 1959. J. W. Green merged with Midlands brewer Flowers in 1954 and the new
firm adopted the Flowers name but was taken over by Whitbread in 1962. In 2001 Whitbread divested itself
of all its brewing and public house interests. However, the Rising Sun remains a public house at the time of
writing [2013] and is now a free house.

The Rising Sun in March 2007
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P64/5/3/386: bill for ale for the ringers: 1841;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF147/3/695: summons against licensee for deficient pint and gill measures: 1875;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions:
1976-1980.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1854: Charles Peacock;
1862-1869: Jabez Clark;
1872-1878: Eliza Peacock;
1878-1880: Charles Peacock
1880-1898: Thomas Arnold;
1898-1909: Susan Arnold;
1909-1914: Frederick Arnold;
1920-1940: Mrs. Eva Anna Arnold;
1957-1958: Albert Edward Newell;
1958-1959: Robert Carruthers Young;
1959-1961: Ronald George Tilley;
1961-1967: Wilfred Michael Burns;
1968: Kathleen Florence Burns (Kefford from 1970);
1976-1977: George Thomas Hurrell;
1977-1978: Mark Charles Barney Stevens;
1978: Leslie Gilbert and Ernest Edward Fairfield;
1988-1996: Keith Page and Valerie Pearl Page.

The Royal Oak Public House: 4-6 Biggleswade Road, Potton

The Royal Oak March 2007
The Royal Oak was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in October 1966 as Grade
II, of special interest. The listing states that it was two separate properties dating from the 11th century and
18th century! The first date is obviously an error, presumably it should read 17th century. The structure
consists of colourwashed roughcast over a timber frame, much of the right hand building was rebuilt in the
20th century (see below) but the warped framing of the left-hand building must be original.

The south-west part of the Royal Oak August 2013
The countywide licensing register of 1876 simply states that the public house had been licensed over a hundred years
before. The first reference to the Royal Oak is the licensing register of 1822 to 1828 [CLP13]. By 1834 it was owned
by Biggleswade brewer Samuel Wells, who devised it in his will to Frederick Hogg and William Lindsell and the firm
was later known as Wells and Company. The public house continued in Wells and Company ownership through the
nineteenth century. In 1899 Wells and Company was purchased by Kent businessman George Winch for his son
Edward Bluett Winch, becoming Wells and Winch Limited. The sale catalogue for Wells and Company described the
Royal Oak thus [GK1/36]: “occupying a prominent position, with tile-paved entrance; Tap Room, Parlour, Club Room,
Scullery, Cellar, four Bed Rooms, and three Garrets. Also Bar, Stables, Coach-house and Store, large Garden. In the
occupation of Mr. G. Summerfield, at £9 per annum. Two Four-Roomed Cottages on left, with a very spacious Yard,
approached by pair Gates, and about 3 acres Cropping Land. Let to Mr. G. Kitchiner, at £23 per annum. Freehold”.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the building was in good repair. It was 73 yards from the nearest
licensed premises and had one front and two back doors. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every
building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of the
county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the Royal Oak [DV1/C9/37] found it had "very low pitched rooms"
and was "very old fashioned. Dark. At cross roads". The pub had three bedrooms and a box room upstairs. On the
ground floor were a tap room, a parlour, a living room, a sitting room and a kitchen and, below that, a cellar. It sold a
barrel of mild weekly and nine gallons of bitter. It only sold a quarter of a gallon of spirits a month. In 1961 Wells and
Company merged with Suffolk brewers Greene King, becoming Greene King (Biggleswade) in 1963, the Biggleswade
reference was dropped in 1990. The Royal Oak was in a poor state by 1979 and had to be substantially repaired. It is
still [2007] a Greene King public house.

The Royal Oak in the 1970s [X758/1/8/78]
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CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
GK0/1: conveyance of Samuel Wells’ brewery: 1834;
Z1039/34/1: epitome of conveyance: 1835;
CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
GK1/36: sale catalogue of Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance of Wells and Company to Wells and Winch: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;








PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/10/21: photograph of darts team: c.1940s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
X758/1/17/39: photograph post reconstruction: c.1970;
X758/1/8/81-85: photographs: c.1970s;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1822-1830: Ann Seamer;
1839: David Seamer;
1847: James Seamer;
1853-1854: William Kitchener;
1861-1896: George Kitchiner;
1896-1904: George Summerfield;
1904-1905: Sarah Summerfield;
1905-1928: Frederick George Summerfield;
1931: John Arthur Poole;
1936-1940: Walter S. Arney;
1957-1958: Frederick George Wright;
1958-1963: Arthur Edwards Simmons;
1963-1970: Sidney Walter Thomas Coleman;
1970-1976: Arthur Francis Daglish Richardson;
1976-1995: John Barry Hare

The Shannon Public House: 18 Biggleswade Road, Potton

18 Biggleswade Road September 2007
This public house was named after Captain Peel's locomotive. Peel built the Potton to Sandy railway which
opened in 1857 and, as he was in command of the frigate HMS Shannon in the Black Sea at the time, the
locomotive used on the track took the same name. It is not surprising, therefore, that the 1876 countywide
licensing register states that the Shannon was first licensed in 1857. The owners in 1876 were the trustees
of Thomas Strickland, deceased. By the time of the 1891 countywide licensing register the owner was
Wells and Company, brewers of Biggleswade.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 gives the owner as Bedford brewer Charles Wells. The Shannon
was in need of repair. It stood 35 yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Bushel and Strike) and had
one front and one back door. The Shannon closed for the last time in 1915, becoming a private house.

The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer
visiting 18 Biggleswade Road [DV1/C9/30] found it owned by Albert Darlow and occupied by George Ernest
Burrows, whose rent was £35 per annum, set in 1918. It was now called Beechcroft House.
Downstairs accommodation comprised two reception rooms and a kitchen, and upstairs were four
bedrooms and a bathroom. A lean-to washhouse stood outside along with a lean-to wood and corrugated
iron garage for a motor bus and a wood and tiled three stall stable with a loft over, used as stores. The
valuer commented: “Detached but old, was a pub” and “Has a bath”. A later hand, writing on 8th June 1934
noted: “Inspect for Valuation for Sale. There is no bath”.
References:
· HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
· HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
· CD827: account of succession of real estate: 1874;
· HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
· HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
· HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
· CD828: grant to trustees: 1886;
· HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
· HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
· PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1861-1869: Thomas Peters;
1872-1882: James Burnage;
1882-1884: Samuel Pett;
1884: John Bentley;
1884: Frederick Burdett;
1884-1886: George L.Nicholson;
1886-1887: Peter Mee;
1887-1888: Jesse Badrick;
1888-1890: James Stephen Lincoln;
1890-1894: John Martin Barltrop;
1894: Charles Edward Jacobs;
1894-1898: William Roberts;

1898-1901: George Pearson;
1901: James Laing;
1901-1911: Alfred George Ackerman;
1911: William Stephen Price;
1911-1914: Charles Cooper;
1914: Walter Meeks Bentley
Public house closed 1915

The Sun Public House [also the Rising Sun]: 4 Sun Street, Potton

The former Sun March 2007
At the Winter Assizes of 1668 Andrew Rayment was presented for having a common ale house in Potton,
contrary to statute [HSA1668W]. This was probably the Sun. In his will of 1685 Rayment left the “messuage
or inn wherein I now dwell to my wife Jane” and, after her death, to their son Andrew. The will was proved
in 1686 [ABP/W1686/11]. In 1689 Jane leased the inn to her son Andrew for ninety nine years at £5 per
annum [PE410]. It was described as being bounded by ground late of Robert Hall to the north, a house and
ground of Richard Lee to the south, the King’s Highway leading to the Market Place to the east and ground
of Edward Thompson to the west. The position on the west side of a road leading to the Market Place
would certainly suit the Sun. In 1703 John Raymont [i.e. Rayment] of London, tailor, sold a cottage formerly
occupied by his mother to Stephen Raymont of Potton, maltster for £20/10/9 [PE413]. This seems to have
been the cottage which adjoins the former Sun Inn to the south. In 1704 Stephen Raymont sold the cottage
to John Keelinge the younger of Potton, fellmonger. The back of this deed refers to the cottage as “the
Hows next Mr. Lees on the South and next the Sun Inn on the North” [PE414]. In 1717 we have the first
unequivocal reference to the ownership of the Sun Inn - John Raymont of Potton, fellmonger, conveyed the
Sun Inn, in the occupation of Nathaniel Atterton, to Stephen Raymont of Gamlingay [Cambridgeshire],
maltster for £160 [PE415].
The Northampton Mercury 12th August 1751 had the following notice:
To be Lett,
And Enter’d on at Michaelmas-Day next
THE SUNN INN in Potton, in Bedfordshire;
With good Stabling, and six Acres of Heath-Field land.
Enquire of William Pedly, of Great Barford, Bedfordshire
In 1783 the Land Tax records that John Dennis paid ten shillings for the Sun [HA14/5/2]. In 1793 the Sun
was sold by Dennis to Biggleswade brewer Samuel Wells [CRT130Potton22]. It is confusing to note that
Pigot’s Directory of 1839 refers to the Sun as the Rising Sun. A beerhouse called the Rising Sun was first
licensed in 1836 and perhaps this occasioned the mistake; the licensee is Joseph Keeling who was
licensee of the sun for around half a century. The Sun remained in Wells and Company ownership from

1793 until the firm’s sale to Kent businessman George Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch in 1899. The
firm was then renamed Wells and Winch. The sale particulars for the company of 1898 [GK1/36] describe
the Sun thus: “A large fronted stuccoed and tiled House, containing Bar, Parlour, Tap Room, large Club
Room, Sitting Room, Kitchen; large Cellar, eight Bed Rooms; Garden; also spacious Yard, containing
Shed, ranges of Outbuildings. In the occupation of Mr. S. Keeling, Rent Free. A Cottage, let to Mrs. Lee at
£5 per annum”. The latter must be 6 Sun Street.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 stated that the Sun was in good repair. It was 25 yards from the
nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back door. The old pub closed for the last time on
21st December 1907 and became a private house. A contract of 1908 shows that it was sold to Richard
Tear, the last licensee [GK52/4]
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HSA1668W: Andrew Rayment presented: 1668;
ABPR1686/11: Will of Andrew Rayment: 1685, proved 1686;
PE410: lease: 1689;
PE413: conveyance of adjoining cottage: 1703;
PE414: conveyance of adjoining cottage: 1704;
PE415: conveyance: 1717;
Northamptonshire Mercury, notice to let public house: 1751;
HA14/5/2: Land Tax return: 1783;
X202/147: Bedfordshire Volunteer Corps mess dinner at Sun: c.1800;
CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
GK0/1: conveyance of brewery: 1834;
X501/9: conveyance of cottage immediately north of Sun public house: 1849;
Z771/9/1: brief account of a small fire at public house: 1868;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
GK164/16: yard noted in deed as adjoining Two Brewers: 1894;
GK1/36: Wells & Company sale catalogue: 1898;
Z1039/34/2a and GK52/3: conveyance of Wells and Company to Wells & Winch: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
GK52/3: conveyance from Wells and Company trustees to Wells and Winch: 1907; GK52/4: contract for sale:
1908;
X758/1/8/87-92: photographs of former Sun in a derelict state: 1977/8

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1668-1686; Andrew Rayment
1689; Andrew Rayment and Francis Cotton;
1717: Nathaniel Atterton;
1785: John Dennis;
1822-1830: John Keeling;
1839-1889: Joseph Keeling (also farmer);
1889-1899: Susan Keeling;
1899-1907: Richard Tear
Public house closed 21st December 1907.

The Talbot Inn: Hatley Road? Potton
This inn is known from two references in the 18th century. In 1703 the inn formed part of a marriage
settlement, that is, it was offered by the groom as a jointure to his intended wife for her separate use if he
died before her. The groom was Roger Burgoyne, son of Lord of the Manors (Burdetts, Much Manured,
Rectory and Regis) Sir John Burgoyne, baronet and the bride was Constance, youngest daughter of Sir

Thomas Middleton of Stansted [Essex], deceased [W2089]. The Talbot formed a parcel with four acres of
pasture and a close called the Lawne. The combined rent was £13/8/- per annum.
In 1735 Sir Roger, as he had become, mortgaged some of his property to William Kelynge of Inner Temple,
London, for £2,000. One of the properties mortgaged was the Talbot, along with the four acres of pasture
and The Lawne [X439/45].
The Lawne lay south of Potton Wood on the south side of Hatley Road, from immediately south of today’s
[2013] water tower running some way east [A58 and MA58]. It is, therefore, possible that the Talbot lay
somewhere in the vicinity, either side of the Hatley Road.
References:



W2089: Talbot inn as part of a settlement on the marriage of Roger Burgoyne and Constance
Middleton: 1703;
X439/45: mortgage from Sir Roger Burgoyne to William Kelynge of properties including Talbot:
1735;

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1703: James Miller

The Three Blackbirds Public House [also the Blackbirds]: 9 Blackbird Street,
Potton

The Three Blackbirds in 1910 [X758/1/8/105]
This public house is first mentioned in any record held by Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service
in the licensing records of 1822-1828 and is, presumably, the genesis of the street name. The countywide
licensing register of 1876 states that it had, by then, been licensed for over a century. In 1837 Elizabeth
and William Tear surrendered the property to Biggleswade brewer Wells and Company [Z1039/34/1]. The
property was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of a manor. People held copyhold properties from the
manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a
manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent one.
This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege. In 1891 new landlord James Stewart was
fined five shillings with 10/6 costs for selling beer during prohibited hours on 7th January [HF143/5]. In 1898
Wells and Company was put up for sale by auction. The particulars [GK1/36] describe the Blackbirds, as
the pub was the known, as follows: “A brick and tiled House, containing Bar, Parlour, Kitchen, three Bed
Rooms, two Attics; Billiard Room; Yard, Stabling, Coach-house, Garden, Pig Stye, W. C. &c. ALSO A
Cottage adjoining, containing four Rooms. Let to Mrs. Ann Giles, at £14, and £2 extra for Billiard Room and
use of Billiard Table. Copyhold of the Manor of Potton Much Manured”. The company was bought by Kent
businessman George Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch and so became Wells and Winch. The
countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the house was in good repair. It was 69 yards from the
nearest licensed premises (The Duke of Wellington) and had one front and two back doors. The public
house closed its doors for the last time on 23rd October 1914, becoming a private house. That same day
1st Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment was in front line trenches near Festubert and 2nd Battalion was in

action at Gheluveldt near Ypres. The following day Potton man Herbert Hutchinson of 2nd Battalion died of
wounds and was buried at Ypres Town Cemetery. Ten days before the pub closed Private Charles
Nicholas Hutchinson of 1st Battalion was killed in action at Givenchy-lès-la-Bassée.

9 Blackbird Street March 2007
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CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
Z1039/34/1: epitome of surrender: 1837;
Z1039/34/1: epitome admission of William Hogg and Robert Lindsell: 1838;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
Z1039/34/1: epitome admission of Frederick Archdale: 1895;
GK1/36: three sales catalogues bound together: Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
Z1039/34/1: epitome enfranchisement to Frederick Archdale: 1899;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/8/1-5 and 106: photographs: c.1910.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1822-1830: Elizabeth Tear;
1839-1847: William Tear;
1861-1864: David Dear (also whitesmith, gunsmith and general smith);
1869: William Armond;
1872: David Ibbott;
1872-1885: George Kitchener junior;
1885-1887: Charles Huckle;
1887-1890: Anthony G. P. Scard;
1890: Charles Brown;
1891-1892: James Stewart;
1892-1894: Annie Maria Milton King;
1894-1895: Joseph Hartill;
1895-1896: William Henry Austin;
1896: Joseph Lilley;
1896-1901: Ann Giles;
1901-1907: George Andrew MacCord;
1907-1908: William John Green;
1908-1911: Edwin Ellis;
1911: Thomas M.Lamb;
1911-1914: Alfred James Harris
Public house closed 23rd October 1914

The Three Horseshoes Public House: 25 Market Square, Potton

25 Market Square February 2013
Very little survives regarding the history of the Three Horseshoes which is first encountered in the
countywide licensing register of 1822. The register of 1876 states that it had then been licensed for over a
hundred years and was owned by Thomas Benbow Kitchener of Potton, who was also the licensee. The
public house was last licensed on 5th September 1878 and the licence was not renewed on the following
September. The premises was later used as a printer and stationer's outlet.
References:





CLP13: register of alehouse licenses: 1822-1828;
HF143/1: register of alehouse licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/1: register of alehouse licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/1: register of alehouse licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1822-1839: Thomas Partridge;
1850: George Jams;
1874-1878: Thomas Benbow Kitchener
Public house closed 1878 or 1879.

The Two Brewers Beerhouse: 20 Chapel Street, Potton

20 Chapel Street August 2013

The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Two Brewers was first licensed in 1838. A record
of the site goes back to 1623 when Henry Godfrey of Potton, gentleman, demised the leasehold property to
Robert Ball of Potton, yeoman, a house divided into two tenements occupied by Ralph Draper, Richard
Emery and Thomas Aynesworth and bounded by the Market Place to the east, Horslow Street to the west
(Chapel Street was then regarded simply as the southern portion of Horslow Street), the Adam and Evah
Inn to the north and property of Henry Wallis in the occupation of George Searle and others to the south.
Clearly the property extended all the way back to the Market Square [X501/22]. The deed adds that the
property once belonged to a Peter Mayes who surrendered it to John Burgoyne who then demised it to
Robert Godfrey, father of Henry for a period of 4,800 years at a rent of 2/6 per annum as a leasehold
property. A property was surrendered if it was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of a manor. People held
copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them
to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor
court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege. In 1802 the
property was assigned by Potton barber and grocer William Bigg to George Sampson of Hatley Saint
George [Cambridgeshire]. It was described as a messuage or shop in the occupation of Richard
Richardson, George Croot and Thomas Strickland. It obviously extended back all the way to the Market
Square because it was described as being bounded north by property of Charles Edwards, south and west
by property of Thomas Strickland and east by the Market Place. It had formerly been described as being
bounded west by Horslow Street (Chapel Street was then regarded simply as the southern portion of
Horslow Street), east by the Market Place, north by the former Adam and Eve Inn and south by the Sun Inn
[X501/22].
In 1833 Susannah Baker assigned the property to Thomas Strickland [X501/22]. Strickland made his will in
1871 and devised all his real estate to his sons-in-law as trustees to sell it and raise money. He died in
1872 [X501/22]. In 1879 the property was duly assigned to Alfred Richardson of Biggleswade, common
brewer [X501/22], who later moved to Potton and ran a brewery in King Street. In 1894 Richardson sold his
business and covenanted to surrender the Two Brewers to the unfortunately named John Brown Staines
Holden, a brewer from Henlow [GK164/16]. He put his business up for sale by auction in 1899 and the Two
Brewers was listed as being in Post Office Street, an alternative name for Chapel Street. The property was
described as: “A brick fronted and slated House, and containing Club Room, tap Room, Kitchen, cellar in
Basement, and Four good Rooms over; side entrance to Yard with Coal House, W. C. &c. in the occupation
of Mr. F. Langley, at £10 per annum. Long Leasehold for residue of about 4,800 years, at the nominal rent
of 2s. 6d. per annum”. An annotation in the margin states that the leasehold status was converted to
freehold in 1900. The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the beerhouse was owned by
Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch, presumably they had purchased it in 1899. The property was in
need of repair. It was 70 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back door.
The Two Brewers closed its doors for the last time during the First World War, becoming a private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of the county, was assessed in 1927 and the
valuer visiting 20 Chapel Street noted that the property was a “former public house”. It was now owned by
William Tear of 4 Sun Street and tenanted by Charles Taylor, who paid rent of twelve shillings per week for
a living room, parlour and scullery with four bedrooms upstairs. The valuer commented: “Extra over
passage”.
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X501/22: recited demise: 1623;
X501/22: recital of assignment of cottage: 1802;
X501/22: recited assignment: 1833;
X501/22: will of Thomas Strickland: 1871;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
X501/12: provisional deed of charge: 1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
X501/22: assignment: 1879;
X501/15: mortgaged: 1880;
X501/16: mortgaged: 1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
GK164/16 and 18: covenant by Alfred Richardson to surrender Two Brewers to John Brown Staines Holden: 1894;






X501/15-16: mortgages redeemed: 1894;
GK1/36: Wells & Company sale catalogue: 1898;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1879: Thomas Parkin;
1879-1880: Henry Parkin;
1880-1883: Henry Mountain;
1883-1886: Thomas Charter;
1886-1898: Charles Head;
1898-1899: Eliza Head;
1899-1900: Francis Langley;
1900-1907: Frederick Sambrook;
1907: Thomas Owen;
1907-1908: Morgan Carwell;
1908-1909: George Wright;
1909-1910: Henry Warren;
1910-1914: Martha Warren.

The White Hart Inn: King Street, Potton
We know that the White Hart was an earlier name for an inn called, by 1836, the George [AD3889]. This
licensed premises is, today, called the George and Dragon. The evidence points to the White Hart having
been destroyed by the Great Fire of Potton of 1783 because all the references we have to it in the present
tense pre-date that event. The fire seems to have destroyed all or most of the buildings at the lower end of
King Street. The fire also destroyed the old George Inn on the north side of the Market Place and when the
new public house was built on the site of the White Hart it seems to have taken the name of the George,
perhaps because that inn had been better known and there was some commercial advantage in the name.
In 1704 John Atkinson of Potton leased the “White Heart”, Upper and Lower Close, comprising three acres,
adjoining the inn and with a dovehouse, two cottages adjoining the White Heart and half an acre of pasture
which had formerly been part of Upper and Lower Closes to Robert Hambe of Great Addington
[Northamptonshire] [AD3324]. This lease is part of a set of documents called a lease and release in which a
person leased a property to someone else for a day and released it to them on the followinf day. Sadly, this
second document, the release, is missing so we do not know the nature of the transaction between
Atkinson and Hambe. A lease and release was a common way of conveying land but could also be used for
a mortgage.
In 1725 Atkinson and Rev. Edmund Halfhyde of Coton [Cambridgeshire] were involved in a mortgage of
£400 [AD3325]. This suggests that the deed of 1704 was a mortgage by Atkinson to Hambe and that it
1725 Atkinson took out a further mortgage, for £400, with Halfhyde. There was a further advance of £100 in
1729 [AD3325]. In 1732 Halfhyde, with the consent of Atkinson, assigned the mortgage to John Ringstead
of Southill, gentleman, in other words Ringstead paid £500 to Halfhyde in order to take over the debt
[AD3325].
In 1759 the White Hart, described as being near the Market Place was the subject of a warrant to enter
satisfaction of a debt. What is puzzling is that this building was copyhold of the Manor of Potton Rectory.
People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to
surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission
from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.
The property is described as having been purchased from Luke Astwood of Potton, cutler, son of a man of
the same name who had had it from Thomas Endersby of Potton, clockmaker in his will [AD345/3/5].
We have to assume that these two White Harts were different premises. Copyhold premises could not be
the subject of a lease and release, everything had to be done by surrender and admission by the manor

steward. We know that Upper and Lower Closes were in the vicinity of the south end of King Street so the
White Hart of 1704-1732 was somewhere near the White Hart of 1759 which is described as near the
Market Place. The best guess seems to be that the earlier White Hart closed some time in or after 1732
and the name was taken on by a new public house licensed nearby.
In 1765 Ephraim Wilson surrendered a property formerly called the White Hart to Henry Winn of Potton,
grocer and tallow chandler [AD345/3/6]. Clearly this second White Hart had also closed, another reason for
the new public house to be called the George (which was still extant in 1783) despite being on the site of
one of the White Harts. Sadly, these tantalising documents do not tell us which building was on the site of
today’s George and Dragon. Henry Winn is named in a pamphlet outlining losses in the Great Fire: he lost
the vast sum of £629/15/7; his servants John Peacock lost £2/5/6 and Elizabeth Norman £4/1/-.
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AD3324: deed: 1704;
AD3325: mortgage: 1725;
AD3325: further advance: 1729;
AD3325: assignment of mortgage: 1732;
AD345/3/5: conveyance: 1759
AD345/3/6: conveyance: 1765

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1704-1732: John Merridon;
1759: Ephraim Wilson

The White Lyon Inn Potton
The White Lyon Inn: Potton
This old inn belonged to Simpson’s Brewery of Baldock [Hertfordshire] which has its deeds at Hertfordshire
Archives and Local Studies [CRT110/102]. Thomas George and Joseph Simpson bought the Baldock High
Street brewery from Morris Pryor in 1853. His grandfather John Pryor took over the lease of the brewery in
1799. It had been built by Robert Thurgood in 1730.
Simpson’s must have inherited the former White Lyon from Robert Thurgood who bought it before he built
his brewery or from one of his predecessors because by 1720 it was no longer a public house. In that year
George Pedly of Potton made his will [WG88] and in it he devised the White Lyon, which had, by then been
subdivided into several tenements in the occupations of Thomas Wales, Widow Moone, Widow Waller,
Appleby Sparks and Pedly himself to his son George.
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CRT110/102: Simpson’s Brewery deeds: 18th century
WG88: will, of George Pedly: 1720

The White Swan Public House [also The Swan and The Old Swan]: 27 Market
Square, Potton

26 to 28 Market Square about 1900 [Z1306/91]
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the White Swan had first been licensed over a
hundred years before. The public house seems to have been called, variously, the White Swan, the Old
Swan and the Swan during the course of its life. The property was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of the
Manor of Potton Rectory. People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them
to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then
had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee
(or fine) for the privilege.
The earliest reference we have to the property is in 1757 when Ann, wife of Arthur Wright of Gumley
[Leicestershire] was admitted to a third share of it [HF40/2/14/1]. It was then called the White Swan and
had a malthouse, a dovehouse, shops and outhouses. Elizabeth Ward had owned the property and on her
death it was divided between her three nieces. In 1760 Ann and her husband surrendered their share to
William Hankin of Potton, plumber and glazier who immediately surrendered it to the uses of his will
[HF40/2/14/2].
In 1769 William Hankin acquired another third of the White Swan when Arthur Barron of Potton surrendered
it to him [HF40/2/14/3]. The building had now been divided into a number of tenements in the various
occupations of Judith Apperley, James Hall, Thomas Hill, Elizabeth Eaves, widow. Two years later Hankin
was surrendered a half share in an adjoining cottage by John Carr of Souldrop and Ann, his wife, one of
Elizabeth ward’s nieces [HF40/2/14/5].
William Hankin made his will in 1782 and devised his two thirds of the White Swan and half the adjoining
cottage to his nephew Thomas, who died himself in 1785 [HF40/2/14/7] and was succeeded by his son
Thomas Pate Hankin. In 1787 he surrendered the property to Biggleswade brewer Samuel Wells
[HF40/2/14/10].
Meanwhile the other one third share of the White Swan and half share of the adjoining cottage had been
devised to Elizabeth Ward’s other niece Elizabeth, wife of William Cooper of Poultry [London], silkman. On
Elizabeth Cooper’s death the one third share passed to her sister Ann Carr [HF40/2/14/11] and in 1783 the
Carrs surrendered this third to John Kitchen of Potton, baker [HF40/2/14/13]. In 1787 Kitchen sold his
shares to Samuel Wells who thus now owned all the White Swan and all the adjoining cottage
[HF40/2/14/14].
The bar of the White Swan must have been a lively place on 14th July 1794. On 28th July farmer Richard
Hankey of Sutton went to the deputy registrar of the Archdeacon of Bedford to bring a charge for
defamation, presenting: “Edmund Bowyer of Sutton, farmer for uttering certain defamatory Words at the
Swan Inn in Potton on Monday the 14th day of July 1794 in the presence and hearing of Ralph Munn, John
Wilson and diverse other Witnesses, viz; “You Richard Hankey and your house keeper get drunk, and go to
Bed together”. Whereupon he desir’d that a Citation might issue out of the Archdeacon’s Court of Bedford
to cite the said Edmund Bowyer to appear at the next Court day to be holden in the parish Church of Saint
Paul in the Town of Bedford to answer to the said presentment which he intendeth then to object to him”
[ABCP380]. The citation was forthcoming [ABCP381] but, sadly, we do not know the result.

The White Swan and its adjoining cottage remained in the ownership of Samuel Wells’ brewery, called
Wells and Company until 1898 when the firm was put up for sale by auction. The sale particulars [GK1/36]
described the White Swan as follows: “containing Tap Room, Bar Parlour, Cellar, Shop, Scullery, small
enclosed Bar and Sitting Room, four Bed Rooms and Box Room; Yard with side entrance from Sun Street,
Shed, Pig Styes, W. C. &c. Large Barn, Stables and Lofts; also enclosed Garden. In the occupation of Mr.
A. W. Garnett, at £10 10s. per annum. A Shop and dwelling House (of similar construction), containing
Shop and Parlour, Kitchen, cellar, four Bed Rooms, Yard, Stable and Loft &c. Let to Mr. H. Carter, at £12
per annum. On either side of Public-house is a Shop, with Back Room, two Bed Rooms and Cellar. Also
Two Cottages adjoining. Let to George Bartle, at £21 per annum. Copyhold of the Manor of Potton
Rectoria”. The brewery was bought by Kent businessman George Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch
and, consequently, was renamed Wells and Winch.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the White Swan was then under repair. It was 13
yards from the nearest licensed premises and had two front and two back doors. The old pub closed its
doors for the last time on 21st December 1907 becoming a different sort of business.

27 and 28 Market Square February 2013
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HF40/2/14/1: admission: 1757;
HF40/2/14/2: surrender: 1760;
HF40/2/14/3: surrender: 1769;
HF40/2/14/11: admission: 1783;
HF40/2/14/7: admission: 1785;
HF40/2/14/12: surrender: 1783;
HF40/2/14/8: surrender: 1785;
HF40/2/14/13: purchase agreement: 1786;
HF40/2/14/10: admission: 1787;
HF40/2/14/15: admission: 1787;
HF40/2/14/16: surrender: 1787;
ABCP380-381: accusation of adultery with a housekeeper made at the Swan: 1794;
X744/45: licensee requests a meeting with the Inclosure Commissioners: 1815;
X744/71: auction sale at the inn: 1815;
HF40/2/14/17: recited will of Samuel Wells: 1816;
P64/1/17: affidavit of residence sworn by ostler: 1822;
HF16/7/1: auction sale at the inn: 1832;
HF40/2/14/17: recited conveyance: 1836;
HF40/2/14/17: admission: 1836;
P64/5/2/275: bill for wine: 1838-1839;
P64/5/3/343: bill for wine: 1839-1840;
P64/5/3/376: bill for wine: 1841;
P64/5/3/401: bill for wine: 1841-1842;
P64/5/3/424: bill for wine: 1842-1843;
P64/5/3/440: bill for wine: 1843-1844;
P64/5/3/471: bill for wine: 1845;
P64/5/4/490: bill for wine: 1845-1846;





















P64/5/4/526: bill for wine: 1846-1847;
P64/5/4/548: bill for wine: 1847-1848;
QSR1848/2/5/16: ostler at the Swan involved in selling stolen wheat: 1848;
P64/5/4/575: bill for wine: 1848-1849;
P64/5/4/597: bill for wine: 1849-1850;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF147/7/1391 A, B & C: drunkenness at the inn: 1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF40/2/14/18 and GK50/1: admission of C.S.Lindsell: 1898;
X758/1/8/6, 7 and 59: photograph: c.1898;
GK1/36: sale catalogue of Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
GK50/2: enfranchisement: 1899;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/8 (6-7): colour postcard of Potton Shambles showing public house: c.1906

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1757-1785: Judith Apperly;
1815: William Chapman;
1822: Benjamin Endersby;
1823-1826: Joseph Taylor;
1827-1828: Sarah Taylor;
1830-1850: John Tyler;
1853-1861: John Edwards (also sadler and harness maker);
1862: Mrs. C. Croot;
1864-1869: George Croot (also corn and flour dealer and market gardener);
1872-1874: John Giles;
1874-1897: Ann Giles;
1897-1903: Arthur William Garnett;
1903-1904: Louisa Garnett;
1904-1905: John Kemys Bateman;
1905-1907: Frank Wildman
Public house closed 21st December 1907

The Woolpack Beerhouse: 8 Chapel Street, Potton

4 to 8 Chapel Street August 2013

The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse was first licensed in 1854. This is
wrong. We have the will of Thomas Seamer, drawn up in 1843 and proved on his death in 1845 in which he
devises the Woolpack, which he described as in the occupation of Mrs. Lyles, Jacob Russell, Thomas
Duffin, John Head, Joseph Boness and Giggle to his brother James [GK286/13].
By 1853 James Seamer was dead and his property was put up for sale by auction. The particulars
[Z858/28/9] describe the beerhouse as follows: “All those well-built and commodious PREMISES, called the
Wool Pack, comprising several respectable Houses and Tenements, extensive Work-Shops, Stabling,
Barns, Lofts and Out-houses, conveniently and advantageously situated for Business, now in the
occupation of Messrs. LEE, KITCHENER, DUFFIN, HEAD and Mrs. BONESS, at £29 17s. Part Freehold
and part Copyhold, held of the Manor of "Potton Much Manured" fine certain. Quit Rent 6d.” People held
copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them
to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor
court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.
It is not recorded who purchased the property - it may have been Francis Bingham who is recorded as
owner in the licensing register of 1876. Licensee Henry Croot was convicted two years running for opening
during prohibited hours, on 14th January 1874 and 16th June 1875. On each occasion he was fined £1 with
eight shillings costs [HF143/2].
The countywide licensing register of 1891 gives Bedford brewer Thomas Jarvis as the owner, as does the
1903 register which tells us that the Woolpack needed repairs, was 45 yards from the nearest licensed
premises and had one front and one back door. The beerhouse closed for the last time on 22nd December
1909. At that time the licensee was Walter Duffin and the Duffin continued to operate a market gardening
business from the premises for the next thirty years or so.
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Z858/28/8 and GK286/13: will of Thomas Seamer: 1843 (proved 1845);
Z858/28/9: sale particulars: 1853;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF147/4/724: Occurrence report of Potton police sergeant on failure to close the beerhouse on
time: 1875;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
Z758: papers of Duffin family, who ran a market gardening business from former Woolpack from
about 1910 to 1940 or later: c.1910.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or end
dates are not known:
1872-1876: Henry Croot;
1876-1882: George Winters;
1890-1891: Eli Bailey;
1891-1892: Thomas Mead;
1892-1894: Thomas Elderbeck;
1894-1899: James Papworth;
1899-1900: Daniel Brown Piggott;
1900-1909: Walter Duffin
Beerhouse closed 22nd December 1909.

