Potton History Society

What do we know about
Potton Manor?
Trevor Ball produced a 70 page booklet which
mainly consisted of his own research and remains
the backbone of what we know about the Manor.
It is still available from the Society
Whilst preparing this presentation the sad news
arrived that Trevor had passed away. We include
our tribute to a founder member who left us a fully
researched and well written account of the
remarkable story of Potton Manor. It also includes
the details of his service of celebration and
thanksgiving provided by his family. Peter Ibbett

www.pottonhistorysociety.org.uk
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Potton Market Square Silver Jubilee Celebrations 1977
Trevor Ball (1) and Peter Ibbett (2)

Chairman George Howe’s Tribute May 2021.
It is with sadness that I wish to inform you that a former, and very active committee member
Trevor Ball, has passed away. Born in Beckenham Trevor led a very active life. He moved to
Potton with his wife Ada in 1970 to be near his new job at ICL Letchworth. They had two
daughters Susanna, and Rose, and lived in Judith gardens. After growing up in Potton, the girls
both moved to live south of London, and in 2002 Trevor and Ada decided to live nearer to them,
and moved to Storrington.
Trevor maintaining his interest in history was a volunteer at Amberley museum. I met him at
Amberley museum, and myself, and others in Potton History Society kept in touch with him,
informing him of the progress of the society, and the Potton car.
After settling in at Potton from 1970, Trevor joined Potton History Society in 1978. At the first
AGM of the society in that very same year, Trevor joined the committee. He was very active, and
left a large legacy to this society. His work over the years can be seen in our archives, this
includes research into the four manors of Potton, the families that lived in the Manor House built
in 1878, including the large knowledge we have of Otto Smekal, and Eva Pokerova, who lived
there from 1946 to 1977. Trevor wrote the book which is still available “Potton Manor:- An
Enigma”
Trevor was also interested in lost villages, and discovered Millow, part of Dunton now, and a few
others in our area.
After Trevor retired he worked voluntary for Bedford County Council Record Office. He
travelled around the county recording WW2 sites, from aerodromes, pill boxes, to ammunition
dumps. He very much enjoyed doing this.

Trevor throughout his time on the committee often walked around Potton, and its Parish taking photographs of
buildings, street scenes, places of interest, agricultural equipment, and much more. The results of his efforts can
be viewed in our albums, especially the quiz pictures. Trevor was given some old cine film taken by George
Randal for local newsreel to show in his local cinema in the Parish Rooms. These were of local events, school
sports, and Trevor’s favourite subject, weddings. I don’t think he minded an individual wedding, it was splicing,
editing, and repairing so many of the same subject, Weddings. But he did, and the results of his patients, and time
on these films were put to good use in several ways. PHS put on a show with a few films in 1978. This was the
start of our Pictorial evenings, which we still have. 1979 we had 2 shows, and again in 1980. Several years later
they were sent to Eastern Arts, and transferred onto video. Most have been transferred onto disc, and now onto
computer memory. Because of Trevor’s efforts on the weddings, some were used on the TV program “The way
we were”. Well done Trevor
Trevor volunteered to assist Patricia Yates with our, by then growing collection of Photo albums. The number of
photographs, and many different subjects had out grown the original system in the albums. The albums required a
new simple numbering system, both for the books, and pages, to enable the collection to be fit for purpose for the
future. This new system that Trevor once again patiently implemented with Patricia, is still in use to this day.
Not only was Trevor skilled at editing, and repairing cine film, he owned a movie camera. Trevor had permission
from various shops in the market square to film his daughter Rosy going shopping around Potton. This shows
what this society is all about capturing Potton on the day, and recorded in our archives. Trevor made more local
films which are in our archives.
The above are just some of the things Trevor carried out, and benefitted this society using his efforts, and skills.

Well done Trevor, Thank You for all you have done for Potton History Society.

1980 Potton History Society Committee
Mrs & Mr Yates; Mr Wilkins; Mr Howe; Mr Ball; Mr Ibbett; Mr Parry; Mr Robson.

A Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving for the Life of
Trevor Charles Mackrill Ball 19th March 1935 ~ 27th March 2021
We are grateful to Trevor’s family for sharing with us the details of his memorial service.

Worthing Crematorium, Findon. Thursday 22nd April 2021 1:00pm
Service conducted by Reverend Canon Kathryn Windslow
Donations in memory of Trevo rmay be made to the R.N.L.I.
c/o H .D. Tribe Ltd 19 West Street Storrington RH 20 4DZ. Or online at www.hdtribe.co.uk

Order of Service
Entry Music ~ Benedictus (from the Armed Man) by Karl Jenkins
Welcome and Opening Prayer
Hymn
Eternal Father, Strong to Save
Eulogy
Read by Robert

Reading
Sea Fever, by John Masefield read by Emily
I must down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by;
And the wheel's kick and the wind's song and the white sail's shaking,
And a grey mist on the sea's face, and a grey dawn breaking.
I must down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide
Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied;
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying,
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying.
I must down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life,
To the gull's way and the whale's way where the wind's like a whetted knife;
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover,
And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick's over.

Reflection and Memories to Music
Where Corals Lie, Elgar

Born in Beckenham on the 19th of March 1935, Trevor was the only child of Edna and Harold Ball, and was very
much loved. In the winter of 1940, the family were bombed out of their home and moved to Tunbridge Wells to be
near Edna’s relations. Trevor attended Rose Hill School, a preparatory school for boys, where the Headmaster had
built a replica ship in the grounds, from which a flag was raised daily and from an early age, Trevor was intent on
going to sea. The school prepared boys for the common entrance exam at 13 and most went on to Tonbridge
School. Trevor, though, went to The Worcester; a Merchant Navy Training Ship, moored on the Thames at
Greenhithe, alongside the Cutty Sark. Life on board was quite tough. By day, the boys were expected to perform
often quite menial tasks and by night they slept in hammocks.
In 1951, at the age of 16, Trevor joined the Union Castle Line, working across a fleet of ships carrying cargo
between Europe and Africa. There was a regular mail run from Southampton to Cape Town, as well as varied
cargoes on a longer voyage, to ports in East Africa. There were only two cadets on board that first ship: Trevor and
Gary Dadds. As the more experienced cadet, Gary showed Trevor the ropes and they formed a bond through their
shared experiences. On one trip, they were invited on to a Royal Navy ship in port. At the end of the evening, the
pair found themselves rather the worse for wear heading back to their own ship, where they disturbed the Mate. As
punishment, they were tasked with chipping the paint off the funnel in the blazing sun, somewhere off the African
continent! Trevor and Gary were set to become lifelong friends.
During his 10 years in the Merchant Navy, Trevor worked up the ranks, attaining his Second Mate’s and then First
Mate’s certificates. Duties went on to include giving injections, his preparation for which seemed to comprise
solely of practising on an orange! Trevor’s interest in the weather also began on board, as he was tasked with
submitting incredibly detailed meteorological records and was awarded a prize for the quality of his submissions,
assessed across the entire fleet. Whilst on leave, Trevor had taken to visiting his old school and providing cricket
coaching and found that he rather enjoyed it. So as the Merchant Navy began to shrink, he decided to pursue a
change of career and obtain the necessary qualifications to apply for teacher training. He took a correspondence
course with Seafarer’s Education Services, which had been set up to provide a distance learning education for
young sailors, and Trevor later wrote of his gratitude to the founder of this service. The exam papers were sent to
the Captain and Trevor would be locked in the Captain’s cabin to sit the exam. His efforts paid off, with 5 ‘O’
levels and a successful application for teacher training.

Back on shore, Trevor took his place at Bognor Regis, where he met Ada when they were paired up for a Geography assignment. This
assignment included a study of Pagham Harbour inlet and the pair observed that the coastline was constantly changing, being moved
by the sea. This fascinated Trevor and he continued recording and mapping the changes throughout his life, keeping his study up to
date and his work now resides in Chichester Records Office. Trevor got his first teaching job in 1963, he married Ada in 1964 and
they set up home in East Peckham, where Rose was born a few years later. In 1965, Trevor moved to Maidstone Technical High
School, teaching Maths, Geography and Games. There he set up a computer club for the older boys and became increasingly
interested in computer technology.

This interest sparked another career move and in 1970, Trevor joined ICL, as a lecturer at their training school in Letchworth. The
family moved nearby, to Potton, and it was there that Susanna was born later that same year.
During his time with ICL, Trevor had frequent trips abroad, delivering lectures to engineers in Russia, Canada, the USA, and all
across Europe. Some of his stories of travelling in Soviet era aeroplanes were certainly alarming! The girls were always excited for
his return as he would bring them something back from his trip. His gifts of Russian Dolls, handbags (with lots of pockets!), and even
the salt and pepper pots from the airline cabin service, are all treasured memories. As technology moved on, and the training school
was closed, Trevor was reassigned to support the rollout of computerised tills in supermarkets. By this time, Fujitsu had taken over
ICL, and started to make redundancies.
In 1994, at the age of 59, Trevor wasn’t sorry to be one of those made redundant, as it gave him more time to spend on his hobbies. All
his life, he made scale models, mostly large ships, but also cars, aeroplanes and latterly, traditional caravans and coaches. He became a
volunteer in the records department at Bedfordshire County Council and was given the job of travelling around the County looking for
and recording WW2 sites, of which there were a great many, from ammunition dumps to airfields and pill boxes.
Trevor was very proud and supportive of his daughters and helped them in every way he could. He led them each to the altar; Susanna
in 1995, when she married Robert, and Rose in 1998 when she married Chris. Both daughters settled south of London, so in 2002
Trevor and Ada moved to Storrington, to be near them, and their four grandchildren. They settled very happily, each continuing to
pursue their shared and individual hobbies. Trevor had always enjoyed vegetable growing, sharing what he grew with friends and
neighbours. He continued his interest in history, when he became a volunteer at Amberley Museum, helping in the Education
Department and later assisting the Curator.
A kind and gentle man, Trevor was very loyal to his family and friends. We all have fond memories of moments shared; like walks
down to the stream, where the grandchildren would sail the model boats he’d made.
In his last months, Trevor let us know that he was happy with the life he had lived, and we are all grateful to have had him in our lives.
Bon voyage, Trevor.

Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven .Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Meditation

He is Gone, by David Harkins read by Rose

You can shed tears that he is gone, Or you can smile that he has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that he’ll come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that he has left. Your heart can be empty because
you can’t hear him Or you can be full of the love you shared.
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday. Or you can be happy for tomorrow
because of yesterday. You can remember him and only that he’s gone Or you can cherish
his memory and let it live on. You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your
back Or you can do what he’d want: smile, open your eyes, love and go on.
Hymn
Jerusalem
Commendation Committal Blessing

Closing Music~ Sailing By Ronald Binge

Potton History Society
44 Years of Archive
Photographs
include Albums on
Potton Manor and
the Potton Car
‘The system of organising the
albums that Trevor once again
patiently implemented with
Patricia, is still in use to this day’.

30 Years
Two research rooms.
Trevor sourced our 1st
Computer from ICL
and created the Manor
Book on old style
floppy discs.

Potton Market Square Pictures of Potton Launch early 1980’s

Trevor gave full support to Society Activities.

The Film Shows
Old Cine Film show of Potton
events from the 1950’s was
discovered in the late 1970’s.
Trevor was responsible for
several film shows which helped
put the Society on the map and
established a loyal membership.
He spent many hours sorting the
film and making it useable.
Fellow member Keith Lawrence
created this delightful cartoon
which is displayed in our
archive room.

Keith chuckled at Trevor’s story of how his photographic endeavours occasionally upset
suspicious landowners! (Artistic license is in evidence here as no firearms were produced and no
photographers and equipment were harmed!)

Trevor’s archive material is now held in our custom built Annexe to the Mill Lane Pavilion.

Potton History Society

What do we know about
Potton Manor?
Trevor Ball produced a 70 page booklet which
mainly consisted of his own research and remains
the backbone of what we know about the Manor.
It is still available from the Society.
The following slides illustrate some of the
material we hold in our archives.

It can be viewed by appointment with the Society
Secretary

www.pottonhistorysociety.org.uk

The state of Potton Manor in 1979 stimulated Trevor to research its history.

Its 1982 demolition caused Trevor to intensify his work on its history.

An East German Car ended up at Potton Manor.

The story of the Potton Car is dealt with in Trevor’s Book and in a separate booklet.
It is now (2021) owned by the Society and undergoing an overhaul on its electric systems

The Manor(s) of Potton
THE PLEASURE OF LOCAL HISTORY

OS Map 1972

…what a many sided pleasure there is
looking at a wide view anywhere in England
…like the view of the West Midlands Plain
from the top of the Malvern Hills, or of a
pleasant rural miniature like the crumpled
Woburn Ridge in homely Bedfordshire.
One may liken the English Landscape,
especially in a wide view, to a symphony…
if instead of hearing merely a symphonic
mass of sound, we are able to isolate the
themes as they enter, to see how one by
one they are intricately woven together
…then the total effect is immeasurably
enhanced.

Resting from sweat and toil
The labourers ate and drank
On the headland by the parish boundary
Tied to the land by absentee Lords and forefathers customs
Little dreaming of future transformations.

There is as much pleasure to be had in the
chamber music of Bedfordshire or Rutland;
perhaps one may say a more sophisticated
pleasure in discovering the essence of
these simpler and smaller landscapes.
Prof W G Hoskins
‘The Making Of The English Landscape’
1955

The Potton History Society has over four decades worth of material relating to Potton Manor. The
1970’s OS Map shows ‘THE MANOR HOUSE’ which gives the suggestion that Potton had one
Manor and one Lord. NOT SO!’

The Manor Site and Judith Gardens 1989

WHERE WAS POTTON MANOR IN THE 11th to 13th CENTURIES?
Possible layout of Potton Parish in 1066

The manor house was perhaps located at a long since
gone moated site, north of the present town centre and
somewhat west of the junction of Gamlingay road. The
most likely location for the former demesne (excepting
land held in the common fields) would be on the north
side of the Everton to Cockayne Hatley Road, earlier
known as the Common Highway. It spread out
eastwards from the commons (The Mires) and meadows
to the parish boundary, encompassing a park and
woodlands.

DEMESNE:- Land on a manor reserved for the Lord’s
own use. Oxford Companion to Family & Local History; David Hay 1998
Possible layout of Potton Parish c 1400
An advance of the arable onto the better soils of
the demesne land, in the NE of the parish,
appears to have taken place somewhere in the
11th and 12th centuries. Sheep are mentioned in
the manorial records from the late 13th century
onwards. The FRITH may have provided halts or
stances for the drovers to generate manorial
income.
FRITH:A clearing in a wood.
HALT:Temporary stoppage in a journey.
STANCE:- To pen (cattle) for sale. OED 1971

TIMELINE:- 1066 – 1420’s:- William I to Henry V

Source:- Phillips & Wilson :- Archaeological Investigation Into Early Medieval
Occupation and Land Use at Potton. Beds County Archaeology Service 2000

WHY DID POTTON HAVE FOUR MANORS?
1094.Simon de Senlis granted RECTORIA to St
Andrew’s Priory in Northampton. He had
married Matilda, one of the two daughters of
Countess Judith.
Remainder of Manor passed to David of
Scotland who had married the other daughter
of Judith and became Earl of Huntingdon.

1237 John Le Scot dies without male heirs. Potton
was divided between his three sisters,
Margaret, Isabel and Ada.
1238 REGIS went to Isabel, wife of Robert Bruce.
MUCH MANURED went to Margaret.

BURDETTS went to Ada

Why ‘Potton Much Manured’?
The curious name could originate from a French
expression which meant ‘hand-worked’
Source:- Potton Manor:- An Enigma. Potton History
Society Research Report No 4. Trevor Ball 1988

TIMELINE 1237 Henry III

Sketch by Keith Lawrence

Old Manor House, Potton. Demolished c1869

Painting in care of Potton History Society

Source:- Potton Manor:- An Enigma. Potton History Society Research Report No 4. Trevor Ball 1988

WHO LIVED IN THE MANOR HOUSE?

Holland Park ‘Manor House’ Potton. C1869 - 1982

TIME LINE 1869 QUEEN VICTORIA

John Burgoyne, steel engraving Bettmann/Corbis

POTTON MANORS UNITED UNDER THE BURGOYNES
Potton Regis

1544. Settled on Thomas Burgoyne

Potton Much Manured

1564.

Into the hands of John Burgoyne

Potton Rectoria

1608.

Property of John Burgoyne

Potton Burdetts

1657. Into ownership of Sir Roger Burgoyne

TIMELINE:- 1544-1657 Henry VIII to Cromwell
General John Burgoyne 1723-1792

He was made major general, 25 May, 1772,
appointed to a command in America,
arrived in Boston, 25 May, 1775, and
witnessed the battle of Bunker Hill.
At Saratoga two battles were fought, on
nearly the same ground, on 19 September
and 7 October. The first was indecisive;
the second resulted in so complete a rout
for the British that, he capitulated with his
entire army, 17 October, 1777.
http://www.answers.com/topic/john-burgoyne

TIMELINE:- 1777 GEORGE III

General John Burgoyne surrenders after the battle of
Saratoga to General Horatio Gates. Artist John Trumbull.
Acquired for the Capitol Rotunda 1822.

http://www.kidport.com/RefLib/UsaHi ... tory/AmericanRevolution/Saratoga.htm

Research:- Mrs Patricia Yates

THE SAD FATE OF ADMIRAL BYNG
1752. Potton Manor purchased by Hon John Byng
1757. Inherited by George, Viscount Torrington of Southill.
1795. Purchased by Samuel Whitbread. Remains in family until 1917.
Research:- Mrs Patricia Yates

John Byng (October 29 1704 – March 14, 1757), was a former
Commodore-Governor of Newfoundland and Admiral of the British
Royal Navy. He is chiefly noted for having been controversially
court-martialled and executed for breach of the Articles of War at
the start of the Seven Years' War.
The failure caused a savage outburst of wrath in the country. Byng
was brought home, tried by court-martial , condemned to death,
and shot on 14 March 1757 at Portsmouth, aboard HMS Monarch.

The Battle of Minorca was fought on May 20th 1756. Byng, who had gained the weather gauge (was
windward), bore down on the French fleet of M. de la Galissonniere at an angle, so that his leading ships came
into action unsupported by the rest of his line. The French cut the leading ships up, and then slipped away. When
the flag captain pointed out to Byng that by standing out of his line he could bring the centre of the enemy to
closer action, he declined on the ground that Thomas Mathews had been condemned for so doing. The French,
who were equal in number to the English, got away undamaged. After remaining near Minorca for four days
without making any further attempt to communicate with the fort or sighting the French, Byng sailed away to
Gibraltar leaving Fort St Philip to its fate. The garrison held out until June 29, when it was forced to capitulate.

TIMELINE:- 1756 GEORGE II

SOURCE:-http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Admiral_Byng

Admiral Hon. John Byng, who
was court-martialled and shot
in 1757, was the third son of
the first Viscount Torrington

‘In common with many other landed

Detail from 1754 Estate Map of Potton.P Ibbett 2007

SOURCE:-http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Admiral_Byng

Admiral John Byng & the Potton Estate Map of 1754
families encumbered with mortgages,
marriage settlements and with a social
position to maintain the Burgoynes
found it necessary at times to sell off
certain properties and in 1752 the
Potton manors and most of the land
were sold to the Byngs, a Kentish
family who had earlier purchased
properties in Southill’
N Parry 1996 PHS Report 5
Viscount Torrington was created
in 1721 for the statesman Sir
George Byng, along with the
subsidiary title of Baron Byng of
Southill. He had already been
created a Baronet, of Wrotham in
Kent, in 1715

Wikipedia 2008

The Byng Family:- Viscount Torrington
George Byng, 1st (1663–1733)
Pattee Byng, 2nd (1699–1747)
George Byng, 3rd (1701–1750)
George Byng, 4th (1740–1812)
John Byng, 5th (1742–1813)
George Byng, 6th (1768–1831)
George Byng, 7th (1812–1884)
George Stanley Byng, 8th (1841–1889)
George Master Byng, 9th (1886–1944)
Arthur Stanley Byng, 10th (1876–1961)
Timothy Howard St George Byng, 11th (b. 1943)
The family seat is Great Hunts Place, near Winchester,
Hampshire.

The Manor & Church
‘Hayward is to impound geldings and mangy horses when they exceed
stints and to take 4d for each.’ 1596 . Map is from 1754 Byng Estate Map

Part of a ladies labouring
group near Potton Church
after the 1st WW.

Workers on Tithe Farm on Hatley Road

TITHES By 8th century a biblical requirement to provide
1/10th to maintain the Church.. Enclosures often gave land in
place of tithe requirements. The 1836 Tithe Act converted
payments into rent which changed in 1936 into a 60 year
annuity to redeem all tithes by 1996.
Oxford Companion to Local & Family History Hay 1996.

Keith Lawrence at Potton Show September 2015 with his Potton Manor Model

Keith Lawrence also made a model of the pre-Victorian Manor House

Potton Burdetts Ledger

Ledger in care of Potton History Society

TIME LINE 1866 Queen Victoria

178 pages used out of 507. Final entry:- 23rd November 1932:Mary & Grace Smith, Attorneys for William Smith, transfer the
Stewardship of the Manor to Henry Bird of Sandy.

Ledger in care of Potton History Society

TIME LINE 1909 KING EDWARD VII

Potton Much Manured Ledger

28th May 1909:- Inheritance of ‘Manor’ land from J P Wagstaff to his wife Josephine.

Potton Manor In the 1920’s

Potton Manor about 1920 [Z1306/91]
Former Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and
Records Service staff member Norman Parry did
some research on paintings of the old manor in 1992
[CRT130Potton30]. He discovered that this building,
which had stood in Horslow Street, (error!?) was
pulled down around 1874.

“Outside were two heated glasshouses
and a wood and tiled barn used as a
large cow shed. There was a gardener’s
cottage built as a lodge bungalow and
comprising a scullery, kitchen and
sitting room as well as two bedrooms
and a groom’s cottage comprising three
bedrooms, a living room and a scullery.
Brick and slate stabling included a
coach house, a garage for two cars,
three loose boxes and an engine room
with a Crossley gas engine and pump.”
The 1927 valuer commented :“grounds extensive, wooded, large lake
with boat house”. Another 3.742 acres
used as a grass field stood opposite the
house. He noted that the modern brick
and slate electric light plant was
disused. There was hot water for
heating and gas was laid on. Overall,
though, the property was in “poor
condition”. “Not used to its proper
uses. Electric light disused. Grounds
going derelict. Might be a lovely place.
Wire netting opposite front door to stop
fowls!!”

Ledger in care of Potton History Society

TIME LINE 1893 QUEEN VICTORIA

Potton Much Manured Ledger

253 pages used out of 509. Final entry 10th Sept 1931. Transfer of property in Bull Street to FW & S Jakes.

The Potton Manor Car Factory Plan

OS Map 1972

Otto von Smekal converted the
ballroom of the Victorian Manor
house into a science laboratory
during the 2nd World War in an
attempt to convert coal into oil.

His assistant, Eva Pokorova, was a
1930’s racing driver. In the 1950’s the
couple worked on a plan to
manufacture a small family car based
on a German ‘Champion’ design.
Plans were submitted for a car factory
in the Manor grounds which never
came about. Eva lived the life of a
recluse after the death of Otto in 1966
until her own death in 1977.

The ‘Potton Car’
was acquired by
the National Motor
Museum in 1977. It
is now owned by
the Potton History
Society and has
been restored so
that it can run
under its own
power.

TIMELINE:- 1950’s Queen Elizabeth II

Potton History Society Archive Collection

The Society has Diaries (mainly in Czech) kept by Eva & Otto

October 2009

If YOU have any memories or material relating to Potton Manor please let us know!

