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18 Market Square Potton

18 Market Square February 2013
18 Market Square was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The property dates from the 18th
century, with 19th century alterations. It may date to 1783 or shortly thereafter as
many properties in the Market Square were damaged by the Great Fire of Potton in
that year. The building is constructed from red brick and comprises two storeys and
attics beneath a slate roof.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 18
Market Place [DV1/C12/79] found, then as now, that it was Tysoe and Son, owned
and occupied by Henry Tysoe, ironmonger. The shop measured 33 feet by 17 feet 6
inches with a back area measuring 13 feet 6 inches by 22 feet. Also on the ground
floor were a dining room measuring 14 feet 6 inches by 11 feet, a kitchen, a scullery,
a washhouse, coal shed and W. C. and a glass house. The first floor contained a
drawing room measuring 20 feet by 16 feet and three bedrooms measuring,
respectively, 13 feet 3 inches by 16 feet, 13 feet 3 inches by 15 feet and 13 feet by
15 feet; there was also a W. C. and lavatory basin. The second floor comprised four
disused attics. Outside were a brick, wood and tiled warehouse and a wood and
corrugated iron hovel. The valuer was not particularly impressed, commenting: “Shop
bad – not enough show. House very old – bad upstairs”.
Even today [2013] the business is named Tysoe and Son though, as the billhead
below shows, the business was later in the ownership of someone outside the
immediate family. The business has deep roots as it is first listed in a directory of
1885. Until 1906 Tysoe and Son is described as a cycle maker as well as an
ironmonger.

G Tysoe bill head [X704/92/66/3]

Potton Manor

Potton Manor about 1920 [Z1306/91]
Former Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service staff member Norman
Parry did some research on paintings of the old manor in 1992 [CRT130Potton30].
He discovered that this building, which had stood in Horslow Street was pulled down
around 1874. The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains
information on the county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each
entry can now be found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The entry for
Potton Manor [HER 4334] notes that it was built about 1870. This is confirmed by
directories for the period. The Post Office Directory for Bedfordshire of 1869 has
James Wagstaff living in Royston Street. By 1876 Mrs. Wagstaff is listed as living at
Potton Manor. The entry describes that mansion as Italianate and built of brick with a
patterned slate roof. The brickwork was coloured, partly yellow and partly white. The
building comprised two storeys and attics with a central three storey tower beneath a
roof in a pyramid shape. Around the north and west sides was a cast iron and glass
conservatory which later had a corrugated roof. East of the house was a complex of
one storey additions which were painted white. A snapshot of the building comes in
1927. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of
land in the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like
much of the county was assessed in 1927 and the valuer visiting Potton Manor
[DV1/C12/26] found it owned and occupied by William Smith. The property stood in
huge grounds – 27.422 acres. The ground floor comprised: an office measuring 16
feet 6 inches by 11 feet 6 inches; a kitchen; a large scullery; a dairy; a boot room; a
butler’s pantry; a lavatory basin and W. C.; a billiard room measuring 32 feet by 17
feet; a ball room (“disused”) measuring 42 feet by 25 feet with two additional bays
measuring 18 feet 3 inches by 25 feet 6 inches and 13 feet by 7 ft 6 inches; a
drawing room measuring 15 feet by 23 feet; a conservatory measuring 70 feet by 16
feet 6 inches and 17 feet by 20 feet; a dining room measuring 21 feet 3 inches by 15
feet and a disused cellar. The first floor comprised: a bathroom and adjoining lavatory
area (in the sense of a place to wash); two dressing rooms; a bathroom, lavatory and
W. C.; a sitting room measuring 11 feet 6 inches by 14 feet; a housemaid’s pantry
and four bedrooms measuring 21 feet 6 inches by 15 feet, 15 feet by 13 feet 9
inches, 16 feet 6 inches by 12 feet and 14 feet square. The second floor comprised
three maids’ bedrooms in the room, which intercommunicated and four box rooms.
Outside were two heated glasshouses and a wood and tiled barn used as a large
cow shed. There was a gardener’s cottage built as a lodge bungalow and comprising
a scullery, kitchen and sitting room as well as two bedrooms and a groom’s cottage
comprising three bedrooms, a living room and a scullery. Brick and slate stabling
included a coachhouse, a garage for two cars, three loose boxes and a engine room
with a Crossley gas engine and pump. The valuer commented: “grounds extensive,
wooded, large lake with boat house”. Another 3.742 acres used as a grass field stood
opposite the house.

The valuer noted that the modern brick and slate electric light plant was disused.
There was hot water for heating and gas was laid on. Overall, though, the property
was in “poor condition”. Another hand has written: “Not used to its proper uses.
Electric light disused. Grounds going derelict. Might be a lovely place. Wire netting
opposite front door to stop fowls!!”

Potton Manor about 1900 [Z50/91/44]
Directories list James Poole Wagstaff as living at the Manor from about 1877 to
about 1906. The directory of 1910 lists Frederick Gouldthorpe Smith as living there.
Norman Parry noted of the Smith family: “Originally living at Home Farm the family
moved to the 1870 Potton Manor when William purchased it in 1915”. His daughter,
Emilie Gladys lived to be 103, dying in 1991 and was the last member of the family
who had been landowners in the area since the 18th century. Directories record
William at Potton manor in 1920, 1924, 1928 and 1831 and Emilie herself in 1936
and 1940, the last directory for the county. The family is commemorated in the Henry
Smith Playing Fields. In 1963 Potton Manor was put up for sale: the sale catalogue
[AD1147/44] stated: "Built partly of brick and partly of wood framing with stone
foundations, roofed partly with 1/4" lead, partly slated and partly felted, this large
country mansion stands completely in its own grounds, about 20 acres in all. The
accommodation is planned on three floors, and has a superficial floor area of
approximately 8,000 square feet. The property is at present commissioned for light
industrial research research and the owners are prepared to sell the cranes, hoists,
apparatus, machines etc. at valuation to the purchaser. This is a property suitable for
use as a laboratory, or when fittings have been removed, as a private dwelling.
Planning Permission has been granted for one 5,000 square feet extension to the
building, and for 15 houses to be built in the grounds for research and residential
purposes, in connection with the owner's use of the building. This is also valid for
allied companies (purchasers)". The purchase price was £22,000. The house was
pulled down in the 1980s and the grounds used for a housing development by Potton
Timber Company . Two roads of houses now lie on the southern part of the grounds
– The Manor (more or less on the site of the house itself) and Judith Gardens,
named, presumably, after Countess Judith, owner of Potton in 1086. A detailed
history of the building was written by T. C. M. Ball in 1997. It was published by Potton
History Society under the name: Potton Manor, an Enigma.

The junction of The Manor with Gamlingay Road August 2013

10 Market Square Potton

9 and 10 Market Square February 2013
9 to 11 Market Square was listed by English Heritage in March 1986 as Grade II, of
special interest. The row of three dates from the early 19th century. They must
postdate 1813 as a map of that date [W2/10] shows buildings in "The George Yard"
behind the frontage today occupied by 9-11 Market Square, but nothing on the
frontage itself. The properties are built of brick, Number 10 having a chequerwork
pattern made with vitrified bricks contrasting with the red bricks. The listing notes:
“May incorporate earlier structure”. Each property comprises two storeys beneath a
slate roof. The listing states that Number 10 was “included for group value”. The
Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the
country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
Potton found that 9 to 11 Market Square were all owned by a Mrs. Barker. Number
10 Market Square [DV1/C11/121] was in the occupation of Samuel Fuller, described
by Kelly’s Directory as a butcher. His rent was £23 per annum for the premises and
£12 per annum for stabling; again these rents were set before the Great War. The
ground floor comprised a living room measuring 12 feet 6 inches by 14 feet 6 inches;
a parlour measuring 11 feet 3 inches by 14 feet 6 inches and a kitchen as well as the
shop which measured 10 feet by 15 feet 6 inches. A coal shed and W. C. were just
outside. The first floor had a bathroom and W. C., a box room and bedrooms
measuring 11 feet by 11 feet 3 inches, 9 feet by 15 feet and 11 feet by 7 feet 6
inches. In the yard at the rear were a wood and slate range comprising a three stall
stable, a slaughterhouse with a large ice box, three animal pens, a wood and slate
cart house and a corn room. Fuller had been a butcher a long time. He is first listed in
Kelly’s Directory of 1898 being listed in each subsequent edition (1903, 1906, 1910,
1914, 1920 and 1924) until his last listing in 1928. The directories for 1931, 1936 and
1940, the last for the county, all list W. T. Nichols and Sons as butchers at this
address.

Samuel Fuller billhead [X704/92/30/1]

Potton Cemetery

In 1880 Potton Burial Board was established to consider the creation of a new
cemetery for the town as the churchyard at St.Mary's was full. Land was purchased
on the outskirts of town in Sandy Road and in 1882 the first burial was made on 16
May 1882 not to someone full of years but, sadly, to a little boy of two years of age,
James Howard Campling. At that point the new section of the churchyard was
closed, the old section having been closed three years earlier. The cemetery
contains six burials maintained on behalf of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission:












2854 Private F.Emery of 5th Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment, clearly, from
his number, a professional soldier before the war serving with the territorials,
who died on 8th December 1914;
7311 Private F.Moore of the depot (i.e. the home service contingent training
troops to be sent out to the front, administering the Regimental records etc.)
of the East Surrey Regiment who died on 19th July 1918, aged 31;
26754 Private Alan Pettengell Whitfield of 1st Battalion, Hertfordshire
Regiment, son of Jonathan and Naomi Whitfield of King Street, who died on
26th October 1918, aged 22
203183 Private William Charles Hare of 1st/5th Battalion, Bedfordshire
Regiment who died on 22nd October 1918, aged 30; he was the son of
George and Priscilla Hare of Everton Heath and was married to Kate; his unit
was with 54th (East Anglian) Division in Palestine at the time of his death,
indicating that he may well have been invalided home with serious wounds or
an illness such as malaria;
845570 Gunner Stanley Edmund Norman of 65th (Norfolk Yeomanry) AntiTank Regiment, Royal Artillery who died on 8th October 1940
14631797 Sapper George William Cobb of 20 Bomb Disposal Company,
Royal Engineers who died on 29th November 1945, aged 40

Baptists in Potton

Potton Baptist Chapel March 2007
The Baptist chapel lies some way back from the road on the north side of Horslow
Street. As the photograph shows, it is an unprepossessing building, very different
from the Baptist chapel in Carlton, say. In his booklet Potton Baptists, published in
2005 the minister, Stan K. Evers states that the Church was founded on 13th June
1800, as shown in the minute book, by nine people including the first two deacons,
John Keeling and James Sprague. The meeting was registered in May 1802 by John
Keeling, Livett Frank, William Bigg, Joseph Miller, Joseph Freshwater, Jeremiah Lee
and Thomas Hagger [ABN1/1, ABN2/108]
Sadly Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has no deposit of
archives by the Potton Baptists – a deposit was made by a lay pastor in 1951 but it
was withdrawn in 1964. The service, however, still has the catalogue descriptions of
the formerly deposited material. A trust deed of 1864 recites surrender of a piece of
land for the new meetinghouse on 25th February 1802, which was described as a
piece of ground, part of an orchard belonging to a messuage of Jeremiah Lee in
Horslow Street, then occupied by Mary Boutell, widow and Thomas Bonest, abutting
east on the house and garden of Jeremiah Lee called Potters; the land measured 70
feet along the west side, 62 feet to the east and 60 feet on both north and south.
Jeremiah Lee had purchased the property from John Harding and surrendered it to
the first trustees Richard Wallis, Thomas Haggar, John Keeling, Joseph Ingle, James
Sprague, Livett Frank, William Masters, George Lincoln, William Barracks, Edward
Gardiner, Joseph Holder Freshwater and Jeremiah Lee himself. The property was
copyhold, that is to say, it was part of the Manor of Potton Much Manured. People
held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone
else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new
owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent one. This
allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.
In 1849 an additional thirteen poles of land were conveyed by William Perry of
Potton, gardener, to the Baptist trustees for £33/13/10 for use as a burial ground. The
land abutted “parish property” to the south, more land of William Perry to the north,
land of Frederick Braybrooks to the west and the meeting house to the east. The
trustees were now: Perry himself; David Dew of Gamlingay [Cambridgeshire], farmer;
Joseph Martin of Beeston, shoemaker; Samuel Cook of Potton, shoemaker; William
Wilkerson Perry of Potton, gardener; William Kitchin of Gamlingay, farmer; Robert
Frazer of Everton, tailor; William Northfield of Potton straw plait dealer; John
Plowman of Potton, farmer; John Usher Taylor of Saint Ives [Huntingdonshire],
chemist; William Woodham of Gamlingay, farmer; John Gilbert of Gamlingay, grocer
and Francis Bingham of Potton, brewer.

On Sunday 30th March 1851 a census of all churches, chapels and preachinghouses of every denomination was undertaken in England and Wales. The local
results were published by Bedfordshire Historical Records Society in 1975 as Volume
54, edited by D. W. Bushby. The return for the Potton “Calvinistic and Particular
Baptist” meeting was made by one of the deacons, Samuel Cook. The building had
183 free seats and 240 other. The combined congregations, adults and Sunday
School, were three hundred in the morning, four hundred in the afternoon and two
hundred in the evening. The average congregation for the preceding twelve months
was reckoned to be four hundred.
In April 1863 a wool warehouse was registered for worship by David Noble of Potton,
market gardener and occupier. Stan Evers tells us that this second meeting house
was in Royston Street, it seems to have closed by 1880. The main Baptist meeting in
Horslow Street was once again registered in November 1868 by Henry Hercock of
Potton and was also registered for marriages on the same day.
In 1911 the trustees changed once more, the new body comprising: Benjamin John
Northfield of March [Cambridgeshire], minister; John Hazelton of Saint Neots
[Huntingdonshire], minister; Daniel Herbert Hale of Clifton, merchant and farmer;
William Randall of Tadlow [Cambridgeshire], a Justice of the Peace and a farmer;
Alfred Weldon Light of West Hampstead [London], maker of magnetic appliances;
Henry Woodman of Potton, joiner; John Coubrough of Potton, insurance agent;
Charles Perry, market gardener; Richard Elphick, printer and stationer; George
Thomas Woodman of Potton, joiner.
The last list of trustees in the material formerly deposited with BLARS dates from
1945 and gives the following: A. W. Whayman of Cambridge, minister; A. Maskell of
Cambridge, bank official; A. H. Sibthorpe of Bedford, draper; R. H. Bennett of Saint
Neots, minister; S. Woodman of Potton; John Woodman of Potton; G. W. Pibworth of
Needingworth [Huntingdonshire], minister; D. Pibworth of Potton and W. C. Plail of
Totternhoe [Middlesex], minister. The chapel remains open for worship at the time of
writing [2013] as an independent Baptist church affiliated to the Association of Grace
Baptist Churches (West Anglia).

Congregationalism in Potton

The Congregational Church in the late 19th century with Minister F. C. Layton [X744/80]

The Congregational church is one of the older types of nonconformity;
Congregationalists were known as Independents in the 17th and 18th centuries
because they were – every meeting being independent of any outside influence.
Responses to questionnaires before episcopal visitations to Potton in 1709 and 1720
mention two or three families of Independents and about five families of
Presbyterians respectively, forerunners of the later Potton Congregationalists. The
Congregational meeting in Potton was formed in 1846 and Potton Congregational
Church had its first service in July 1848; a certificate registering the building for public
worship was filled out by its minister, Frederick Basden in October 1849 [ABN1/2,
ABN2/433]. The building was registered for marriages on 12th May 1850. The
building stood at the rear of 8 and 10 Sun Street. The church first account book
[Z771/9/1] gives an account of the formation of the meeting: “During the Ministration
of the Revd. Richard Whittingham for upwards of 38 years in this Town [1806-1845]
the principal part of the Inhabitants attended the Parish Church: after his decease it
was considered desirable by several who used to attend on his ministry, and others
who used to attend at dissenting places of Worship out of Potton, to procure a
Gospel Ministry on the Voluntary Principle; when after some preliminary meetings for
that purpose were held, a Committee was formed, and an Estate purchased
comprising a House for a resident Minister and a convenient plot of ground to build a
Chapel upon”. “Trustees were appointed and subscriptions made for money to pay
the purchase, and to defray the expenses in building a Chapel. On the eight day of
October in the year of our Lord One Thousand eight hundred and forty seven, the
two principal corner stones in front of the Chapel were laid: the one on the north by
George Game Day Esquire of Saint Ives in the County of Huntingdon, and the one on
the south by Potto Brown Esquire of Houghton in the said County”. “The Chapel was
opened for Divine service on the fourth day of July One thousand eight hundred and
forty eight; when the Revd. Dr. Harris, Theological Tutor at Cheshunt College,
preached in the morning and the Revd. Joseph Sertain of Brighton in the evening; to
numerous and attentive congregations”. “The purchase of the Estate was Three
Hundred and fifty Pounds. The cost for building Chapel Nine Hundred and sixty
Pounds making together the sum of Thirteen hundred and thirty Pounds”. The first
trustees were: Thomas Strickland, a brewer of Potton; James Shrosbery of Potton;
Charles Bond of Potton; James Judd of Potton; John Edwards of Potton; John
Claydon of Potton; John Tyler of Potton; John Paine of Potton; Thomas Smith of
Sutton and William Cooper of Sutton. On Sunday 30th March 1851 a census of all
churches, chapels and preaching-houses of every denomination was undertaken in
England and Wales. The local results were published by Bedfordshire Historical
Records Society in 1975 as Volume 54, edited by D. W. Bushby. The return for the

Potton Congregational church was completed by Frederick Basden. The building had
50 free sittings and 232 others. The figures for services were as follows:




Morning: 152 general congregation; 129 Sunday scholars;
Afternoon: 210 general congregation; 129 Sunday scholars;
Evening: 261 general congregation

Basden commented: “The evening’s congregation considerably below average”. The
church was renovated in 1899 and a new Sunday School built in 1903 and opened in
1904 [Z771/1/2]. The chapel had a manse in which the minister lived and this
underwent alterations in the early 1920s and again later in the decade [Z771/9 and
14]. In the early 1930s Charles Hutchinson of 4 Bull Street, builder, offered to buy the
manse for £75 with a view to demolishing it, which he did in 1932 [Z771/4/17-20]. At
this time one of the deacons was tanner F. W. Braybrooks of 24 Royston Street. In
1972 the United reformed Church was created by a coming together of the
Congregational Church in England and Wales and the Presbyterian Church of
England.

The interior of the Congregational church before 1899 [X771/84]
The chapel closed in 1987 and the majority of its records transferred to Bedfordshire
& Luton Archives & Records Service [Z771]. Following its closure the building
became a Sports Centre, the owners of which emigrated to Australia in 2005. The
archives comprise the following classes each of which has a varying number of
individual records:
















Z771/1: church minute and record books: 1850-1986;
Z771/2: deacons’ meeting minute books: 1930-1944;
Z771/3: church engagement diaries: 1941-1984;
Z771/4: chapel fabric and buildings: 1903-1960;
Z771/5: agreements, insurance and appointments of trustees: 1892-1955;
Z771/6: general correspondence: 1904-1986;
Z771/7: church newsletters: 1955-1986;
Z771/8: church rolls: 1848-1936;
Z771/9: account books and ledgers: 1846-1923;
Z771/10: statements of account: 1892-1959;
Z771/11: cash and cash analysis books: 1911-1970;
Z771/12: receipted bills: 1919-1973;
Z771/13: posters, leaflets and centenary history: 1899-1961;
Z771/14: photographs: c.1890-1900;
Z771/15: miscellaneous records: 1834-1919.

Methodism in Potton

The former Methodist chapel March 2007
It was probably in the Market Place that John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
preached in 1742: when he came again in 1762 he wrote: ‘What has God wrought
here since I saw this town 20 years ago!’ He preached to ‘a very numerous and
serious congregation’, and the next morning at 6 a.m. nearly the same number
assembled to hear him again before he left to visit his friend Berridge at Everton.
The surviving documents [MB] give some tantalising clues as to the history of the
chapel but can be frustrating; for example, there are no deeds, just descriptions of
parties and dates.
In 1838 some land owned by the late John Emery of Tempsford, deceased, in Potton
was put up for sale by auction and part of it was purchased by John Fielding for £140
[MB2203]. It looks as if he conveyed it to the Wesleyan trustees in 1841 in order to
build their chapel [MB2197]. This seems to have taken ten years because the
opening service, reported in the Bedfordshire Times, did not take place until 19th
September 1851.The chapel in Horslow Street was registered for public worship with
the Archdeaconry of Bedford on 22 Oct 1851 by its minister John D. Julian of
St.Neots [Huntingdonshire] [ABN1/2, ABN2/433].
On Sunday 30th March 1851 a census of all churches, chapels and preachinghouses of every denomination was undertaken in England and Wales. The local
results were published by Bedfordshire Historical Records Society in 1975 as Volume
54, edited by D. W. Bushby. The return for the Potton Wesleyans was compiled by
leader Jacob Allen who stated that the meeting had been founded in 1840. There
were 75 free seats and 85 others. Attendance had been: 80 in the morning; 150 in
the afternoon and 180 in the evening.
In 1853 a cottage was conveyed to the Wesleyan trustees, presumably either for use
as a Sunday School or as an extension to the chapel premises[MB2197]. At this date
the trustees were: James Day; Robert King; Jesse Chessum; John Browning the
elder; John Browning the younger; Abraham Staines; Pearson Cartwright George;
Henry William Sandell; James Judd; Henry Inskip; Joseph Judd; James Lightfoot;

Jacob Allen and William Cope. John Julian was still the minister. The chapel was
registered for marriages November 1875.
In 1891 it was proposed to build a new manse in Potton, selling the old one in Saint
Neots [Huntingdonshire] and, after some disagreement, this took place the following
year [MB2203].
The old chapel was demolished in 1931 and a new building erected on the same site
[MB2203]. We have two lists of trustees from the 20th century [MB2203]. In 1948
they were: William Ernest Butcher of Potton, farm worker; Alfred Charles Charman of
Potton, grocer; Hubert Henry William Whitfield of Wrestlingworth, grocer; Ernest Eric
Gaught of Wrestlingworth, farm manager; Herbert Joy of Everton, labourer; Herbert
James Wisson of Everton, dairy farmer; Frank Britain of Saint Neots, furnisher;
William Cole Freeman of Saint Neots, grocer; John Henry Darlow Banks of Knapwell
[Cambridgeshire], farmer; Ronald Wesley Sandercock of Knapwell, farmer and
Emmanuel Stanley Cobbold of Eynesbury [Huntingdonshire], departmental manager.
The following year the Wesleyan, United and Primitive Methodists came together to
form the Methodist Church of Great Britain.
The trustees in 1968 were: Cecil William Spriggs of Potton, boot repairer; Jean Butler
of Potton, married woman; Frederick George Simms of Potton, journalist; Eric William
Basford of Potton, probation officer; Hubert Henry William Whitfield of Potton, shop
manager; Horace George Spriggs of Potton, retired; John Lindley Burnett of Potton,
architect; Nellie Martha Richardson of Potton, widow; Leslie Jack Sibley of Potton,
labourer; Arthur Wilfred Ridgard of Everton, paint sprayer and Neville Horace Spriggs
of Biggleswade, senior proposals engineer. The chapel was closed in 1974 and sold
to the Salvation Army in 1976.

Potton Salvation Army

Potton Salvation Army Band 1910
The Salvation Army barracks in Potton opened in 1890 amidts the jeers of the
Skeleton Army, a group set up in the 1880s specifically to oppose the
Salvationists. The barracks was in Bull Street. Sadly Bedfordshire and Luton
Archives and Records Service has no records deposited by the Army, which moved
into the redundant Methodist chapel in Chapel Street in 1976.

The Salvation Army Citadel March 2007

Potton Windmill

Potton windmill 1931
This photograph of the mill was taken in 1931 and shows some damage from a storm
in January 1928 - it was taken as part of a survey of windmills in the county carried
out by Bedfordshire Historical Record Society [BHRS].
BHRS Volume 14, published in 1931 included a section on the history of
Bedfordshire windmills by J. Steele Elliott. He began his piece on Potton by writing
about an inquisition after the death of Edmund Peverel in 1331: "The jurors say that
Edmund Peverel had £14 14s. yearly rent of free tenants, a windmill which is worth
40s. by the year ... held from John de Claveryngge by service of half a knight's fee".
Windmills were introduced into England around the last quarter of the 12th century.
The next date mentioned in the article is 1774 when an inclosure award of the
western part of the parish [MA80/2] includes Windmill Field, the inclosure does not
include a mill but the 19th century windmill stood (and still stands) in this field.No mill
is shown on a map of Bedfordshire of 1756 and so, Steele Elliott concluded the mill
must have been built between 1756 and 1774.
The earliest mention of the mill in any document at Bedfordshire & Luton Archives &
Records Service is in 1808 when Thomas Waters of Wrestlingworth sold it, together
with two lots of ground, for £400 to James Ingle of Potton, miller [X534/1]. Ingle
mortgaged the mill and ground to Sarah Munn in 1812 for £400 [X534/1] and in 1818
conveyed 5 acres of arable to her in Windmill Field, the deed noting that the mill itself
was to be conveyed to Thomas Mortlock and Frederick Cheetham Mortlock of
Cambridge, bankers [X534/1].
The deeds to the land in Windmill Field mention a conveyance in 1774 from William
Hankin of Potton to Charles Franklin of Potton, surgeon [X534/3], and a feoffment of
1801 from Franklin to James Brewer and Edmund Bumberry immediately followed by
a mortgage to Henry Smith of Potton, cornfactor [X534/3], before Brewer made a
feoffment to Thomas Waters in 1807 [X534/3]. It is not clear whether the land
included the windmill but there is a reasonable chance that it did.
Steele Elliott in his BHRS volume states that on maps of 1826 the mill is shown in its
current position, a mile west-north-west of the church. He goes on: "This tower mill
stands 55 feet in height to the ball terminal, and has an outer crown platform.
Three more stray deeds in another collection take the story a bit further. In 1833 the
mill was owned by Jael Ingle of Cambridge, spinster, who sold it to John Smith of
Potton, miller and then immediately lent him £200 on security of it, an acre of land
attached to it and a further 2.75 acres allotted to James Ingle at Inclosure [LS176-

177]. The mill is then described as "corn windmill and roundhouse, barn and other
buildings, running and going gears, sails, stones, cloths, rigging, wheels, wire
machines and dressing machines" and recites that it was formerly occupied by
James Ingle, then John Ingle, deceased, now John Smith. In 1833 Jael Ingle agreed
to sell it to John Smith for £510 [LS178].
The final mention of the mill in a document at Bedfordshire & Luton Archives &
Records Service is in 1849. John Smith had taken out a mortgage for £500 with John
Cressy Lloyd of Potton, partly secured on the mill in 1841 and now, eight years later,
Lloyd was demanding repayment from Smith's heir following Smith's death [X744/77].
In January 1853 the windmill was advertised in the Bedfordshire Times as: "First
Rate Tower Windmill - All that remarkably well-built and nearly new freehold Tower
windmill, with two pair of French stones, Six sails and fantail, in full trade". The six
sails were blown off in a storm in 1879 and replaced by four.
In his 1983 Bedfordshire County Council published book, Bedfordshire Mills, Hugh
Howes states: "The six single-sided sails were blown off in 1879 and were replaced
by four double-sided patent sails. The shaft could be driven by steam especially in
calm weather. The mill, which was five floors high, was connected to a granary by an
iron catwalk at first-floor level. The stones were two pairs of Burr, one of Peak stone
and one of Emery composition. Other machines in the mill were an Oat Crusher on
the third floor, and a wire machine and scourer on the second floor".
Steele Elliott concludes his article on the windmill thus: "It last worked in 1928; on
January 6th of that year the sails got athwart the wind and the fan was blown off
during that well-remembered gale, and the mill has since been derelict ... The whips
of the sails now alone remain. They have an overall width of about 60 feet. The sail
shaft is of iron, and hollow for shutter control. The single iron casting of the sail
socket and arms is said to weigh over 3 tons. The brake-wheel is 8 feet 3 inches in
diameter, and entirely of wood; but the spur-wheel is of iron with wooden cogs
affixed. There are five floors, and it ran the unusual number of four pairs of stones,
these being placed on the three centre floors; two pairs were French Buhrs, one pair
Derby Peak, and the others composite. Steam power was added to this mill in its
later years of activity. The mill is connected up to the store barn some twenty yards
distant by means of a wooden gangway erected at the height of the first floor of the
mill. This property is now in the ownership of the Seward Trustees; some of the
tenant millers were George Gurney, who was there in 1891; followed by John Gray
until 1900, when the present tenant, Stephen Webb, took over the tenancy".

Potton Windmill March 2007

10 Sun Street Potton

10 and 12 Sun Street August 2013
10 Sun Street is not listed, unlike 12 Sun Street next door. The Bedfordshire Historic
Environment Record [HER] contains information on the county’s historic buildings
and landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be found online as part of the
Heritage Gateway website. The entry for 10 Sun Street [HER 2218] states that the
building is probably 17th century in origin and that the brick face was added later. It
comprises two storeys and attics and a wing extends to the rear.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was listed in 1927. The valuer visiting 10 Sun Street found that it was
owned and occupied by John William Brown who, Kelly's Directory for 1928 tells us,
was a wheelwright.
The shop was divided into two areas measuring 21 feet by 20 feet and 13 feet by 7
feet. The rest of the ground floor accommodation comprised a scullery and a kitchen.
The first floor contained four bedrooms, measuring, respectively, 18 feet by 12 feet,
10 feet by 9 feet 6 inches, 13 feet by 12 feet 6 inches and 10 feet by 11 feet. There
was a brick and corrugated iron workshop building at the rear.

J W Brown billhead [X704/92/11/1]

11 Market Square Potton

9 to 11 Market Square August 2013
9 to 11 Market Square was listed by English Heritage in March 1986 as Grade II, of
special interest. The row of three dates from the early 19th century. They must
postdate 1813 as a map of that date [W2/10] shows buildings in "The George Yard"
behind the frontage today occupied by 9-11 Market Square, but nothing on the
frontage itself.
The properties are built of brick. The listing notes: “May incorporate earlier structure”.
Each property comprises two storeys beneath a slate roof.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
Potton found that 9 to 11 Market Square were all owned by a Mrs. Barker.
Number 11 was tenanted by Thomas Hibbs [DV1/C11/123] who was a hairdresser.
His rent was £26 per annum and the ground floor comprised the shop itself
measuring 12 feet by 16 feet, a living room measuring 10 feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6
inches, a scullery and a W. C. just outside. The first floor nad a 15 feet by 11 feet 6
inch drawing room and three bedrooms measuring 14 feet 6 inches by 10 feet, 5 feet
6 inches by 7 feet 6 inches and 9 feet by 10 feet 6 inches.
Thomas Hibbs was at this address a long time. He is first listed by Kelly’s Directory in
1903. He is still listed in the directory for 1940, the last for the county.

12 Sun Street Potton

12 Sun Street February 2013
12 Sun Street was listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II, of
special interest. The property dates from the 18th century “but probably incorporating
an earlier structure”. It is built of red brick with a clay tiled roof and comprises two
storeys with attics.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 12
Sun Street [DV1/C11/79] found it owned and occupied by Annie Worboys. Kelly’s
Directory for 1928 tells us that John Worboys was a hay and straw dealer. He is
listed in the directories of 1928, 1931, 1936 and 1940, the last one for the county.
Living accommodation comprised a drawing room measuring 11 feet by 13 feet, a
living room measuring 11 feet 6 inches by 13 feet 3 inches, a kitchen and a pantry on
the ground floor. The first floor contained a bathroom, a box room and three
bedrooms measuring, respectively, 10 feet 6 inches by 9 feet 6 inches, 11 feet 6
inches by 13 feet and 12 feet 6 inches by 13 feet 6 inches. Three disused attics lay
above. There was also a shop measuring 10 feet by 13 feet 6 inches with stores
behind. Behind the house and shop stood farm buildings [DV1/C11/80]. These
comprised a small brick and slate barn, brick and tiled piggeries, a wood and
corrugated iron two bay open hovel, a brick and corrugated iron granary, a second
similarly constructed granary with a loft over and a brick and tiled range comprising a
two stall stable, a large barn and a potato store, all with a loft over (“good”). There
was also a Crossley gas engine and electric light plant. A later hand has added a
chaff room with a loft over.

14 to 20 Sun Street Potton

14 to 20 Sun Street August 2013
14 to 20 Sun Street is a terrace of four houses with a distinctive polychrome tile and
brick band at first storey level. The terrace is not listed. The Bedfordshire Historic
Environment Record [HER] contains information on the county’s historic buildings
and landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be found online as part of the
Heritage Gateway website. The entry for 14 to 20 Sun Street [HER 7086] dates the
row to the 19th century “replacing a 17th century original”.
In 1878 the row was narrowly saved from a disastrous fire which destroyed many of
the buildings in a square formed by Sun Street, Blackbird Street, Chapel Street and
Bull Street. More properties might have been saved but for the selfishness of the
butcher at Number 14, John Fane, who refused to allow the fire brigade to use water
from his pump. He suffered to the extent that his outhouse was demolished to form a
fire break but still for his actions he was accorded the “rough music” from his
neighbours to stood outside the house banging on pots and kettles and threatening
him with violence so he needed a police guard. He survived, however and probably
prospered, certainly he was still a butcher in Potton in 1885.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the terrace [DV1/C11/75-78]
found that each of the four properties was owned by Bedford brewers Newland and
Nash, who owned the Gardeners Arms at Number 20. The other three properties
each had a living room, a scullery and two bedrooms above.
•
14:
the
tenant
was
John
Bird,
no
rent
was
given;
• 16: the tenant was William Joseph Mills at 12/6 per month, which the valuer stated
was
an:
"absurd
rent";
• 18: the tenant was Hugh George Denniss at a rent of 16/8 per month.
According to the countywide licensing register of 1876 The Gardeners Arms was first
licensed in 1838, perhaps the date at which the row was built. It closed for the last
time on 3rd August 1957. It is now a private house.

15 Bull Street Potton

15 Bull Street August 2013
The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains information on the
county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be
found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The entry for 15 Bull Street
[HER 7049] describes the property as dating from the 19th century. It comprises two
storeys and is built from whitewashed brick with a slate roof. The property probably
replaces two houses destroyed on the corner of Bull Street and Chapel Street, as it
was then known, by a large fire in Potton in June 1878.
The valuer visiting the property [DV1/C11/47] found that it was owned and occupied
by Frederick Jakes who, Kelly's Directory for 1928 tells us, was a grocer and tea
dealer. His shop measured 17 feet 6 inches by 14 feet and a store measured 20 feet
6 inches by 14 feet; there was also a "damp" lean-to measuring 9 feet by 11 feet
ands a cellar under the shop.. Other ground floor rooms were: a living room
measuring 13 feet by 10 feet; a parlour measuring 13 feet by 9 feet 6 inches; a
drawing room measuring 12 feet 6 inches by 11 feet and a kitchen. There were three
bedrooms on the first floor and a boxroom, the valuer noted: "Mr. Jakes objected to
bedrooms being measured". Outbuildings comprised: a wood and tiled cart shed; a
wood and tiled loose box with a loft over; a wood and corrugated iron barn ("large"); a
brick and slate two stall stable ("good") and a loft over part of the shop.
Kelly’s Directory for 1936 lists Frederick Jakes as grocer at 15 Bull Street and at the
same address lists William Jakes, market gardener. The final directory for the county,
1940, lists William and Sydney Jakes as grocers at 15 Bull Street and still lists
William as a marker gardener at the same address. Frederick is listed in directories
as far back as 1894.

16 Market Square Potton

16 and 17 Market Square August 2013
16 and 17 Market Square were both listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as
Grade II, of special interest. The property was once one house, later sub-divided. It
dates from the 18th century with later alterations. The property may have been built
in or shortly after 1783 as much of the Market Square was damaged by the Great
Fire of Potton in that year. The structure is built from red brick and comprises two
storeys and attics beneath a 20th century tiled roof. The listing notes that it was
“included for group value”.
In 1847 16 and 17 Market Square were put up for sale by auction. The sale
particulars [WG2441] that today's situation was reversed, with Number 16 having
more than twice the footage of Number 17 as can be seen on the plan below,
probably equating to the distence between the left hand chimney stack and the next
one moving towards the right. The entry for Lot 3 reads: "All that respectable wellbuilt FREEHHOLD RESIDENCE as occupied by Mr. George Kitchen, in the most
eligible business situation in the Town, having a commanding frontage to the marketsquare, and containing a good lofty Dining Room and Drawing Room, a large
Keeping Room, Kitchen and Scullery, excellent Cellar and eight good Sleeping
Rooms. The Outbuildings comprising two Bakehouses, Corn Shops, Stabling, &c.,
are brick-built and tiled. A large Yard as now stumped out, with pump of good water.
A most delightful garden, now occupied by Mr. Fisher [licensee at the George and
Dragon]; together with a carriage entrance from the Hog Market over lot 4, as shown
on the plan; the whole forming a most compact residence for a respectable family.
This lot to fence next lots 4 and 5".
The entry for Lot 4 reads: "All that excellent brick-built and tiled FREEHOLD HOUSE
and SHOP, most advantageously situate upon the Market Square, with substantial
Outbuildings, in the occupation of Mr. Rogers, Cabinet Maker and Upholsterer, at a
rental of £21 per annum; a Cottage occupied by Francis Young, at £4 per annum;
and a convenient Yard, with carriage entrance from the Hog Market, as now stumped
out, subject to a carriage right of way to lot 3, as delineated on the plan".

Lot 3 is 16 and part of 18 Market Square [WG2441]

The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
these two properties [DV1/C12/63-64] found they were both shops.
Number 16 was owned and occupied by the Misses Richardson (Emily and Frances)
who ran a bakery which, presumably, specialised in cakes rather than bread as they
are listed in Kelly’s Directory for 1928 as confectioners. The valuer described the
premises (or the owners?) as “old, fair condition”. The shop measured 13 feet by 16
feet 6 inches and also on the ground floor were a drawing room measuring 12 feet 6
inches by 13 feet 6 inches and a living room measuring 11 feet by 13 feet 6 inches.
The bakehouse itself stood outside and was modern. The first floor comprised two
bedrooms measuring 13 feet by 15 feet and 14 feet by 16 feet. Two attic bedrooms
lay on the second floor. A garage, a brick and tiled hovel and a wood and corrugated
iron lean-to stable stood outside.
The Richardson family had had a business at this property for many years. A
directory of 1862 lists Robert Richardson whilst those of 1869, 1876, 1877, 1885,
1890, 1904, 1896, 1903 and 1906 all list Alfred Richardson, baker and confectioner.
Kelly’s Directory for 1910, 1914, 1920, 1924, 1928 and 1931 all list Emily and
Frances. A billhead from a later date, unfortunately not specified [X704/92/65] shows
that the shop continued as a pastry cook and confectioner [see below]. Even today
[2013] the shop is a bakery.

17 Blackbird Street Potton

17 Blackbird Street March 2007
Until 1913 this 19th century property was a beerhouse called the Duke of Wellington.
Since then it has been a private house.The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified
that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine
its rateable value. The valuer visiting the former beerhouse [DV1/C25/97] found that
the owner and occupier was a man named Jennings.
Accommodation comprised a living room, a pantry and a kitchen with four bedrooms
above. There was also a wood and corrugated iron hovel and stable, which the
valuer characterized with the word “neglect”. Another hand has written: “No garden.
Bad position”.

17 Market Square Potton

16 and 17 Market Square August 2013
16 and 17 Market Square were both listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II,
of special interest. The property was once one house, later sub-divided. It dates from the 18th
century with later alterations. The property may have been built in or shortly after 1783 as
much of the Market Square was damaged by the Great Fire of Potton in that year. The
structure is built from red brick and comprises two storeys and attics beneath a 20th century
tiled roof. The listing notes that it was “included for group value”. In 1847 16 and 17 Market
Square were put up for sale by auction. The sale particulars [WG2441] that today's situation
was reversed, with Number 16 having more than twice the footage of Number 17 as can be
seen on the plan below, probably equating to the distence between the left hand chimney
stack and the next one moving towards the right. The entry for Lot 3 reads: "All that
respectable well-built FREEHHOLD RESIDENCE as occupied by Mr. George Kitchen, in
the most eligible business situation in the Town, having a commanding frontage to the
market-square, and containing a good lofty Dining Room and Drawing Room, a large
Keeping Room, Kitchen and Scullery, excellent Cellar and eight good Sleeping Rooms. The
Outbuildings comprising two Bakehouses, Corn Shops, Stabling, &c., are brick-built and
tiled. A large Yard as now stumped out, with pump of good water. A most delightful garden,
now occupied by Mr. Fisher [licensee at the George and Dragon]; together with a carriage
entrance from the Hog Market over lot 4, as shown on the plan; the whole forming a most
compact residence for a respectable family. This lot to fence next lots 4 and 5". The entry for
Lot 4 reads: "All that excellent brick-built and tiled FREEHOLD HOUSE and SHOP, most
advantageously situate upon the Market Square, with substantial Outbuildings, in the
occupation of Mr. Rogers, Cabinet Maker and Upholsterer, at a rental of £21 per annum; a
Cottage occupied by Francis Young, at £4 per annum; and a convenient Yard, with carriage
entrance from the Hog Market, as now stumped out, subject to a carriage right of way to lot 3,
as delineated on the plan". The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building
and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer
visiting these two properties [DV1/C12/63-64] found they were both shops. Number 17 was
owned and occupied by John Walter Bird, who was a draper [DV1/C12/64]. The “very good”
shop measured 31 feet 3 inches by 18 feet and 14 feet by 7 feet 6 inches; the “fine showroom”
at the rear measured 16 feet by 18 feet 6 inches. Also on the ground floor was a scullery, a
living rook measuring 13 feet 6 inches by 13 feet and a morning room measuring 11 feet 6
inches by 17 feet. The first floor comprised two store rooms, measuring 16 feet by 18 feet and
19 feet by 12 feet, respectively. There were four bedrooms measuring 11 feet 6 inches by 13
feet, 12 feet by 16 feet 6 inches, 13 feet by 15 feet and 10 feet 6 inches by 12 feet 6 inches.
There was also a drawing room measuring 17 feet by 16 feet, a W. C., a landing and a second
set of stairs at the rear. Five disused attics lay above. Outside stood a garage for one car and a
former two stall stable used as stores with a loft over. The valuer compared it with Albert
Newby’s drapery at 1 Bull Street and 5 Market Square and concluded: “This is better, much
smarter”. A billhead of 1st February 1934 of W. J. Mattocks’ business at 17 Market Square
states: “Having purchased the Business of Mr. J. W. Bird, of Potton, I beg to solicit a
continuance of your patronage. Both Mrs. Mattocks and myself have had considerable
experience of the Drapery Trade, and will endeavour to give care and attention to any orders
or enquiries given to us” [X704/92/48]. Kelly’s Directory lists Mattocks at the address in its
last two Bedfordshire editions, 1936 and 1940. A later billhead [X704/92/36] has Howard’s
drapers, milliners, ladies’ and children’s outfitters at 17 Market Square.

18 Biggleswade Road Potton

18 Biggleswade Road September 2007
Today 18 Biggleswade Road is an attractive, foursquare yellow brick house. It dates
from the mid 19th century and was previously a public house called the Shannon.
This closed in 1915 and the building reverted into a private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
the former public house [DV1/C9/30] found it owned by Albert Darlow and occupied
by George Ernest Burrows, whose rent was £35 per annum, set in 1918. It was then
called Beechcroft House.
Downstairs accommodation comprised two reception rooms and a kitchen, and
upstairs were four bedrooms and a bathroom. A lean-to washhouse stood outside
along with a lean-to wood and corrugated iron garage for a motor bus and a wood
and tiled three stall stable with a loft over, used as stores. The valuer commented:
“Detached but old, was a pub” and “Has a bath”. A later hand, writing on 8th June
1934 noted: “Inspect for Valuation for Sale. There is no bath”.

18 Blackbird Street Potton

18 Blackbird Street March 2007
Today 18 Blackbird Street is an unremarkable private house. Between 1846 and
1881, however, it was a beerhouse known as the Barley Mow. The property acquired
its present appearance after rebuilding due to severe damage inflicted by Potton's
second Great Fire in 1878. The newapaper reported that it had been "partially
destroyed by falling down, also by water and fire".
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was rated in 1927. The valuer visiting the former beerhouse
[DV1/C11/65] found it owned by the executors of George Kitchener.
The tenant was Clara Munk whose rent was £10 per annum. Her accommodation
comprised a living room, a parlour and a scullery with two bedrooms and a box room
upstairs.

19 Market Square Potton

19 Market Square February 2013
19 Market Square was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 18th century, with
alterations over the next two centuries. The property may date to 1783 or shortly
thereafter as a number of properties in the Market square were damaged in the Great
Fire of Potton in that year. The structure is constructed from dark red brick with
lighter red brick facings and comprises two storeys and attics beneath a clay tiled
roof.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 19
Market Square [DV1/C12/80] found that it was owned by William Bond-Smith, the
grocer at 22 and 23 Market Place, and tenanted by Robert Day who, Kelly’s Directory
for 1928 tells us, was a greengrocer. His rent was £10/13/- per quarter. Curiously, he
owned next door 20 Market Place but leased it out.
The shop measured 15 feet by 20 feet and the rest of the ground floor comprised: a
parlour measuring 12 feet by 10 feet and a kitchen. A wood and tiled wood and coal
barn stood just outside. The first floor contained a lumber room measuring 12 feet 6
inches by 13 feet 6 inches and two bedrooms, measuring 14 feet by 17 feet 6 inches
and 11 feet 6 inches by 9 feet 6 inches. Three derelict attics lay above. The valuer
simply commented: “Very old”.
Kelly’s Directory for 1894, 1898, 1903, 1906, 1910 and 1914 lists Charles BondSmith, chemist at this address. Those for 1920, 1924 and 1928 list Robert Day and
the directories for 1931, 1936 and 1940, the last for the county, see a reversion to a
chemists shop, run by Ernest Cecil Riley

20 and 22 King Street Potton

20 and 22 King Street February 2013
20 and 22 King Street were listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II,
of special interest. The pair date from the 18th century and are timber-framed with
colourwashed roughcast render over the exterior. The left hand gable is cased in red
brick in a chequerboard pattern with vitrified bricks. They have clay tiled roofs and
comprise two storeys and attics. The listing notes: “included for group value”.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting 20 and 22 King Street found
both properties owned by Sarah Anne Bartle. Number 20 was occupied by Francis
George Carington whose rent was £11 per annum for a living room, a kitchen and
two bedrooms above with two attics above that. A wood and coal shed with a room
over it stood outside.
Number 22 was leased by Elizabeth Gray Raynes for £18 per annum, though this
has been annotated to read “Vacant” so she presumably moved out or died some
time around the time of the inspection in 1927. The house comprised two reception
rooms, a kitchen and scullery on the ground floor with three bedrooms above and two
attics above that. Six wood and tiled former stables stood outside, now used as wood
and coal stores and the block had a loft over. A small glass house stood outside.
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from
the early to mid 19th century until 1940. The occupancy of 22 King Street can be
traced in directories for nearly a century. Kelly’s Directory for 1931 and 1936 lists
market gardener Mary Jane Armond at the premises. Directories for 1890, 1894,
1898, 1903, 1906, 1910, 1914, 1920, 1924 and 1928 list Elizabeth Gray Raynes.
Those for 1839, 1847, 1852, 1853, 1862, 1864, 1869, 1876, 1877 and 1885 list
Henry Raynes who, like the occupants of 9 King Street, was a surgeon.

20 Market Square Potton

20 Market Square August 2013
20 Market Square was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 18th century, with
alterations over the next two centuries. The property may date to 1783 or shortly
thereafter as a number of properties in the Market square were damaged in the Great
Fire of Potton in that year. The structure is constructed from dark red brick with
lighter red brick facings and comprises two storeys and attics beneath a clay tiled
roof.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 20
Market Square [DV1/C12/81] found that it was owned by the greengrocer next door,
Robert Day, and leased by George Frost. Kelly’s Directory for Bedfordshire for 1928
tells us that Frost and Clayton were butchers in the Market Square. Rent was £4/17/6
per quarter. Kelly’s Directory first lists George Frost as a butcher at this address in
1924 and lists him in the last directory for the county, that of 1940. The shop
measured 13 feet 6 inches by 18 feet. There was a store which measured 9 feet by
11 feet 6 inches and a cellar used as a box store. The valuer did not record what was
upstairs. He commented: “Very poor place”. The premises at the rear [DV1/C12/82]
was owned by William Bond-Smith, the grocer at 22 and 23 Market Place, and
leased to Arthur Badham for five shillings per week. It comprised a kitchen
downstairs and three bedrooms above with three attics above them and a brick and
tile barn outside. This description suggests that the property may have included the
upstairs portion of Number 20 Market Square, unless the bedrooms were tiny; the
valuer does not say, merely commenting: “Shocking place. Attics too big to use”.

The rear of 20 Market Square February 2013

21 Market Square Potton

21 Market Square August 2013
21 Market Square was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The front of the building dates from the
18th century whilst the rest is earlier, probably 17th century. The building is
constructed from dark red brick with lighter red brick facings and comprises two
storeys and attics beneath a modern tiled roof.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 21
Market Square found it owned by Thomas Judge, former postmaster and occupied
by Frank Sletcher, the current postmaster, whose rent was £30 per annum – a family
rent according to the valuer, so perhaps Sletcher had married Judge’s daughter.

Thomas Judge about 1900 [Z1306/91]

The post office and stationary shop measured 13 feet by 13 feet 6 inches and other
ground floor accommodation comprised a drawing room measuring 13 feet 6 inches
square, a morning room measuring 12 feet by 11 feet, a kitchen and scullery and a
coal cellar. A boxroom and three bedrooms measuring, respectively, 13 feet 6 inches
square, 11 feet 6 inches by 10 feet 6 inches and 13 feet 6 inches by 11 feet 6 inches
lay on the first floor. Tow disused attics lay above these. A wood and tiled sorting
room for mail stood outside and measured 11 feet by 8 feet. There was also a barn
and washhouse with a loft over. The valuer commented: “Good frontage”.
Judge had been the postmaster for a long time. He is first listed in a directory of 1877
and last listed in 1920, Alice Mabel Sletcher being listed in the next Bedfordshire
directory, that for 1924. Before Thomas Judge the postal officials had been as
follows:




1839 and 1847 Mrs. Hannah Curtis – probably in Blackbird Street because an
unoccupied cottage formerly the post office was destroyed by fire in 1878;
1850, 1852, 1853, 1862 and 1864 David Compton in Horslow Street;
1869 and 1876: Mrs. Lucy Compton in Horslow Street).

Thomas Judge and staff outside the post office about 1900 [Z1306/91]

22 and 23 Market Square Potton

22 to 24 Market Square August 2013
22 to 24 Market Square were listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and
Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The block of three properties
dates, if the date stone on the front is to be believed, from 1697. Construction is of
red brick beneath a clay tiled roof and the block comprises two storeys with attics.

Plaque on 22 to 24 Market Square August 2013
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 22
to 24 Market Square found that they were all owned by William Bond Smith, who
owned a number of other properties on the square.
Numbers 22 and 23 were then occupied as one property by Bond Smith himself
[DV1/C12/105]. He was, Kelly's Directory for 1928 tells us, a grocer. His shop
measured 18 feet by 21 feet with a back area measuring 22 feet by 13 feet. Also on
the ground floor were a parlour measuring 15 feet by 11 feet 6 inches, a living room
measuring 15 feet by 12 feet, a kitchen, a scullery and a lean-to glass house. The
first floor comprised a bathroom and a W. C. and four bedrooms measuring,
respectively, 12 feet 6 inches by 12 feet, 15 feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6 inches, 15 feet
by 14 feet 6 inches and 13 feet by 12 feet. Maids' bedrooms occupied the attics.

Behind the property was a small cement fronted and tiled warehouse. There were
also a brick and slated two storey warehouse with a cellar which was "fair" and had a
tiled floor, a brick, wood and corrugated iron coal house and a brick, wood and tiled
garage and two stall stable, the latter being used for storage. The valuer commented:
"Built 1697. Bad at back and upstairs".

Bond-Smith flyer [X704/92/9] to see a larger version please click on the image
Bond Smith Brothers, grocers, are first listed in Kelly's Directory for 1894 being listed
in the next several editions: 1903; 1906; 1910; 1914; 1920 and 1924. William BondSmith ls listed in 1928 and 1931 and the final two Kelly's for the county, 1936 and
1940, list Joseph Burton and Sons, grocers.

Burtons Stores flyer [X704/92/12/1]

22 Sun Street Potton

22 and 24 Sun Street August 2013
22 Sun Street was formerly the Queen’s Head public house. The countywide
licensing register of 1876 stated that the establishment had been licensed for over a
hundred years and the first document to mention it, by its earlier name of the
Maidenhead dates from 1720 [WG88]. The current building only dates from 1876
because a disastrous fire in Potton in that year destroyed the old property. When
rebuilt it included the property today numbered 24 Sun Street [CDE168/1-2]. The
Queen’s Head closed its doors for the last time in 1919.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 22
Sun Street [DV1/C11/74] found it owned and occupied by Alfred Allen Sargent, the
last licensee. Oddly he was now running a Temperance Hotel!
Accommodation comprised a front room measuring 8 feet by 15 feet used as a shop,
and a billiard room with one table measuring 24 feet by 17 feet 6 inches. There was
also a living room measuring 9 feet 3 inches by 10 feet and a bar (tea and coffee only
presumably) measuring 10 feet by 6 feet. A lumber room and a scullery stood at the
rear. Upstairs were three bedrooms measuring, respectively, 10 feet 6 inches by 9
feet 6 inches, 14 feet by 10 feet and 9 feet 6 inches by 17 feet 6 inches as well as a
drawing room measuring 18 feet by 14 feet.

The new Queens Head of 1878 [CDE168/2]

24 Market Square Potton

22 to 24 Market Square August 2013
22 to 24 Market Square were listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and
Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The block of three properties
dates, if the date stone on the front is to be believed, from 1697. Construction is of
red brick beneath a clay tiled roof and the block comprises two storeys with attics.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 22
to 24 Market Square found that they were all owned by William Bond Smith, who
owned a number of other properties on the square.
Number 24 was leased to Harriet Mary Bentley as a private house for a rent of
£6/10/- per quarter set in 1925. The ground floor comprised a drawing room
measuring 13 feet by 12 feet 6 inches, a living room measuring 12 feet by 14 feet 6
inches, a kitchen and a scullery. There was a disused cellar. The first floor contained
a box room and three bedrooms measuring 12 feet square, 15 feet 6 inches by 11
feet and 9 feet 3 inches by 10 feet 6 inches. Disused attics lay above this. A two
storey wood and tiled barn stood outside

25 Market Square Potton

25 Market Square February 2013
25 Market Square was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. It probably dates from the 17th century,
though it was re-fronted in the next century and had later alterations. It was a stucco
front which has been incised to imitate ashlar blocks and has a clay tiled roof. The
building comprises two storeys and attics. In its earlier life the building was the Three
Horseshoes public house. This was first licensed in the early 19th century or before,
as the earliest surviving reference to it is in the countywide licensing register of 1822
[CLP13]. The public house closed its doors for the last time in 1878 or 1879.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
the property [DV1/C12/108] found that it was owned and occupied by Richard Elphick
who, Kelly’s Directory for Bedfordshire for 1928 tells us, was a printer and stationer.
Elphick Brothers were first listed in Kelly’s Directory for 1903, the following directory,
1906 listing Richard Elphick who is still being listed in the last Kelly’s for the county in
1940.
The shop was divided into three areas measuring, respectively, 21 feet 6 inches by 8
feet 3 inches, 5 feet 6 inches by 6 feet and 11 feet 6 inches by 11 feet. The
remainder of the ground floor comprised a drawing room of 12 feet by 20 feet, a
dining room of 12 feet by 13 feet 6 inches and a kitchen. There is a note that a reinspection at a later date revealed a back room measuring 6 feet by 12 feet which
had been omitted in the original survey. The first floor had a bathroom and W. C. and
three bedrooms measuring 17 feet by 12 feet 6 inches, 12 feet by 11 feet 6 inches
and 13 feet by 11 feet. Again there is a note that a compositing room measuring 15
feet by 18 feet and another back room measuring 12 feet 6 inches by 16 feet were
missed in the first survey. There were attics on the second floor used “as lumber”.
The valuer commented: “Nothing at back, awkward property”.

Elphick billhead [X704/92/27/1]

26 and 26a Market Square Potton

26 and 26a Market Square February 2013
26 and 26a Market Square was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and
Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 17th century
“or earlier” with 20th century alterations. The property is timber-framed with
colourwashed roughcast render applied externally and a 20th century tiled roof. It
comprises two storeys.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Unfortunately the
map accompanying the valuation description is not annotated with the page number
in the notebook, as it should be. On the basis of surrounding numbers it seems likely
that 26 and 26a Market Square were owned by O. H. Bartle and occupied as one
premises by Henry Carter [DV1/C12/109] who is listed by Kelly’s Directory for
Bedfordshire for 1928 simply as a shopkeeper.
Carter’s rent was “about £14” per annum for this “old property in poor condition”. His
shop measured 14 feet 6 inches by 13 feet and also on the ground floor was a
parlour measuring 12 feet by 13 feet, a living room measuring 10 feet by 9 feet and a
kitchen. The first floor had a lumber room measuring 14 feet 6 inches by 10 feet 6
inches and three bedrooms measuring 12 feet by 14 feet, 10 feet 6 inches by 8 feet
and 9 feet by 10 feet. Outside were a brick, wood and tiled barn with a loft over, a
stable with a loft over sublet by the tenant to next door shopkeeper Thomas Harvey.
The valuer summed up: “plaster – awful place”.
Henry Carter is listed in Kelly’s Directory for 1894 and 1898 as a fishmonger and for
1903, 1906 and 1910 as a fishmonger and fruiterer. He is then listed just as a
shopkeeper in directories of 1920, 1924 and 1928. Mrs. Alice Carter is listed as a
shopkeeper in directories of 1931, 1936 and 1940.

27 Market Square Potton

27 and 28 Market Square about 1900 [Z1306/91]
27 and 28 Market Square were listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and
Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The former house “probably”
dates from the 16th century and so is probably the oldest building remaining on the
square. It was altered in the 19th and 20th centuries. It was originally timber-framed
but has been partially rebuilt in brick, the whole being rendered externally in
colourwashed roughcast. The roofs are composed of clay tiles and the property
comprises two storeys.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Unfortunately the
map accompanying the valuation description is not annotated with the page number
in the notebook, as it should be. On the basis of surrounding numbers it seems likely
that 27 Market Square was owned by O. A. Bartle of 7 Market Square and was let to
Thomas F. Harvey, a fried fish dealer, in other words he ran a fish and chip shop
[DV1/C12/110]. His rent was 11/6 per week. The shop with “fitted fish frying stove”
measured 14 feet 6 inches by 13 feet 6 inches. Other ground floor accommodation
comprised a living room measuring 9 feet by 9 feet 6 inches, a coal shed, a pantry, a
kitchen (“large, tiled”) and a bedroom measuring 11 feet by 9 feet 6 inches. The first
floor contained a box room, a sitting room measuring 15 feet 6 inches by 11 feet 6
inches and a bedroom measuring 10 feet 6 inches by 12 feet 6 inches. The valuer
summed up: “Very, very bad”.
The property has some history as a fish and chip shop. As we have seen Thomas
Harvey was a fried fish dealer and he is noted in directories of 1928 and 1931. The
last two directories for the county, 1936 and 1940 list William Hawkins, another fried
fish dealer at this address. At the time of writing [2013] the business still dispenses
fish and chips.

27 and 28 Market Square February 2013

28 King Street Potton

28 King Street February 2013
28 King Street was listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II, of
special interest. It dates from the 18th century and is built of red brick with a clay tiled
roof. It comprises two storeys.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county was assessed in 1927. The house had a large homestead at the rear, part
of Spencer’s Farm. This, together with Home Farm and Crossroads Farm was owned
by Henry Smith and Miss Emilie Gladys of Potton Manor. Total acreage was 540 and
the combined farms included two farmhouses, two cottages and three homesteads.
The valuer, on 2nd June 1927, noted: “Foreman lives here. Main House sublet. Good
land near Potton – heavy top of hill”.
28 King Street itself is not annotated on the map used by the valuers to plot each
property but an addition to the description of the farm homestead [DV1/H9/71a]
refers to Spencer’s Farmhouse and the sketch seems to match 29 King Street. This
property had a parlour, a living room and a kitchen downstairs with four bedrooms
above and two attics above that. Outside stood a barn and a dairy.
The farm buildings comprised: a wood and tiled hen house a stable for six horses
and a chaff house; a wood and tiled barn, a root house and two bay open shed; three
wood and slate loose boxes, a two bat open shed and a one bay shed; a wood and
slate barn; a brick and tile store with a loft over; a wood and slate two bay shed; a
wood and tile cart shed, one bay shed and stores; a wood and tile barn; a wood and
slate earth closet; two wood and slate pigsties; a wood and tile earth closet; two
wood and tile six bay open sheds; a wood and tile hen house, granary and tool
house. The valuer commented: “Useful”.

28 Market Square Potton

27 and 28 Market Square about 1900 [Z1306/91]
27 and 28 Market Square were listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and
Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The former house “probably”
dates from the 16th century and so is probably the oldest building remaining on the
square. It was altered in the 19th and 20th centuries. It was originally timber-framed
but has been partially rebuilt in brick, the whole being rendered externally in
colourwashed roughcast. The roofs are composed of clay tiles and the property
comprises two storeys.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Number 28 was, like
Number 27, also owned by O. A. Bartle of 7 Market Square [DV1/C12/112]. His
tenant was Marion Armond who was a confectioner and paid rent of six shillings per
week. The valuer noted: “Corner shop”. The shop itself measured 14 feet 6 inches by
13 feet. The rest of the ground floor accommodation comprised a kitchen and a
scullery. Upstairs were three derelict rooms used for “lumber” as well as two
bedrooms measuring, respectively, 15 feet by 9 feet 6 inches and 12 feet by 13 feet.
Kelly’s Directory for 1906 lists Walter Armond, confectioner though, as the billhead
below shows [X704/92/3/1], he was also a fruiterer and greengrocer. The subsequent
directories up and including the last one for the county, 1940, all list Marion Armond.

Walter Armond billhead [X704/92/3/1]

2 Biggleswade Road Potton

2 Biggleswade Road and the Royal Oak August 2013
2 Biggleswade Road stands next to the Royal Oak Public House and, like the pub,
was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in 1966 as Grade II,
of special interest. The cottage is constructed of colourwashed roughcast over a
timber frame and has a thatched roof. It comprises one storey with attics. The original
cottage had two rooms downstairs, the inhabitants sleeping in the attic.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
the property, in 1927 [DV1/C9/38] found that it was owned and occupied by Albert
Hardy. The cottage comprised a parlour, a living room and kitchen with two
bedrooms and a box room upstairs. A coal shed and a W. C. (“new”) stood outside.
The valuer commented: “Double-fronted. Very old. Upstairs all in roof”.

The outbuilding at 2 Biggleswade Road 2013
Behind the cottage were farm buildings, also owned and occupied by Albert Hardy.
They comprised a loose box, a cart hovel, an open corrugated iron stand and a barn.
The barn survives and appears to have been turned into living accommodation. On
the wall facing Station Road is an old advertisement for G. W. Noble - "High Class
Tailor" whose speciality seems to have been breeches and gaiters. Kelly's Directory
for Bedfordshire for 1903, 1906, 1910 and 1914 list George William Noble as a tailor
in Biggleswade Road and the 1910 rating valuation survey confirms that he was
living at 2 Biggleswade Road at that time; the owners were the Whitbread family of
Southill, lords of the manor.

Advertisement on the side of the outbuilding 2013
The cottage was conveyed in 1917 by the Whitbread Estate to George Kitchener of
Potton, machinist and farmer for £450, who then sold it to sub-purchaser William
Huckle of Deepdale, marker gardener, who paid £550. It was described as a
messuage or dwelling house with the outbuildings, yard, garden and appurtenances
belonging, containing in the whole 2 roods 15 poles in the occupation of George
William Noble [Z894/1]. Clearly William Huckle at some point between 1917 and
1927 sold the property to Albert Hardy.
The cottage was conveyed in 1951 from Vivian Paul Ellis, dental surgeon, to Freda
Mary Haile of Dunstable for £1,850 [Z894/1]. The deed is endorsed with a note of a
conveyance of part of the land forming the site of the cottage to Hunting Gate Homes
Limited of South Letchworth [Hertfordshire] as part of the site of 6 The Ridgeway.
More land was conveyed to the owners of that property in 1979.

2 Biggleswade Road February 2013

2 Brook End Potton

The Post Office, 2 Brook End February 2013
2 Brook End, like its next door neighbour, 21 Market Square, was listed by the former
Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special
interest. It was formerly one dwelling along with its neighbour and dates from the
17th century, with an 18th century front. It is built from dark red brick with lighter brick
dressings above the windows, for example. It has a clay tiled roof. The property
comprises two storeys and attics. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that
every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its
rateable value. Like much of the county, Potton was rated in 1927. The valuer visiting
2 Brook End, then with a Market Square address [DV1/C12/103] found that it was
owned and occupied by Stanley Rainsford Fennemore. Kelly’s Directory for
Bedfordshire for 1928 lists S. Fennemore and Sons, painters, in the Market Square.
The family had been at the property since at least 1894 when Kelly’s lists Thomas
Fennemore, plumber. He is also listed in the directories for 1898 and 1903. The
directories of 1906, 1910, 1914 and 1920 list S. Fennemore, painter, plumber,
paperhanger, house decorator and contractor; that of 1924 lists F. Fennemore,
painter. Those from 1928 until the last Kelly’s for the county, in 1940, list S.
Fennemore and Sons, painters. The ground floor contained the shop itself measuring
14 feet by 14 feet 9 inches, a parlour measuring 12 feet by 8 feet, a dining room
measuring 12 feet 6 inches by 13 feet 6 inches, a kitchen and scullery and a glass
lean-to. The first floor comprised a sitting room measuring 14 feet square and two
bedrooms measuring, respectively, 12 feet 9 inches by 21 feet 9 inches and 8 feet by
10 feet. The second floor had two attics used as box rooms. At the rear was a brick
and corrugated iron workshop and a wood and tiled stables used as stores. The
valuer commented: “Position bad. Just misses it”. Today the property is Potton’s sub
post office. For the last quarter of the 19th century and a good part of the 20th the
post office was next door at 21 Market Square.

2 Brook End February 2013

2 Bull Street Potton

2 Bull Street August 2013
Bull Street has a number of notable old properties. The south side was greatly
affected by a fire in the town in 1878 and lost a number of buildings, the north side
escaping from the effects completely.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
the property [DV1/C11/114] found that it was owned by Frederick Charles Victor
Reynolds and leased by Victor Reynolds, no rent being stated. Reynolds was a
butcher and his shop measured 11 feet 9 inches by 15 feet; a partitioned off and
glazed office measured just 3 feet 6 inches by 4 feet.
Also on the ground floor was a kitchen, used as a bedroom, and a living room
measuring 9 feet by 14 feet. The first floor had a drawing room measuring 14 feet by
11 feet and bedrooms measuring, respectively, 19 feet 6 inches by 10 feet and 14
feet by 10 feet. Two cattle pens stood outside along with a slaughterhouse ("poor"), a
cart hovel and a wood and slate loose box.
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from
the early to mid 19th century until 1940. Kelly's Directory for the county for 1924,
1928, 1931, 1936 and 1940 all list Frederick Charles Victor Reynolds (the owner
rather than the tenant in 1927, unless the tenant had the same set of names and was
distinguished from his father by simply being called Victor) as butcher in Bull Street.
The directory for 1920 lists Frederick Reynolds. Directories of 1894, 1898, 1903,
1906, 1910 and 1914 all list Willie Millard Whittet as a butcher in Bull Street. He does
not appear in the 1920 directory and so was probably Reynolds' predecessor at
Number 2.

33 and 35 Royston Street Potton

33 and 35 Royston Street February 2013
33 and 35 Royston Street was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966. Like 24 Royston Street Potton Street nearby, it dates from the early 19th
century. It is largely constructed of red brick and the front of the house has a chequerwork
pattern; there is a yellow brick block at the rear. The roofs are slated and the principal block
has three storeys, the rear block having two. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified
that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its
rateable value. The valuer visiting the properties found that Number 33 was then called Brook
House and was owned and occupied by George Bartle [DV1/C12/143]. The house contained a
dining room measuring 18 feet by 19 feet, a drawing room measuring 16 feet by 15 feet, a
large entrance hall, a kitchen and a washhouse on the ground floor. The first floor comprised
bedrooms measuring 18 feet by 19 feet and 16 feet by 15 feet, a dressing room measuring 7
feet by 6 feet, a bathroom and W. C. with a lavatory basin, a box and lumber room and a
flight of back stairs. Three disused attic bedrooms lay on the second floor. Number 35
[DV1/C12/144] then, as now, called Granville House was owned by a Mrs. Greaves and
leased to Charles Greaves for £31/1/28 per annum. Ground floor accommodation comprised a
kitchen measuring 14 feet 6 inches by 15 feet 6 inches, a dining room measuring 18 feet by 19
feet, a drawing room measuring 12 feet 6 inches square and a pantry. The first floor contained
three bedrooms measuring, respectively, 19 feet by 18 feet, 12 feet 6 inches by 16 feet and 8
feet 6 inches by 10 feet 6 inches as well as a W. C. and lavatory basin. Two lean-two attics
lay on the second floor but were disused. The valuer commented: "No Garden. No Hall. No
Bath". Extending north-east from the rear of the west end of Granville House was a building
owned by George Bartle and leased by Potton and District Unionist Club for £20 per annum.
There were two club rooms on the first floor approached by outside wooden stairs. They were
in fair condition and had gas laid on. One measured 44 feet 3 inches by 15 feet 6 inches and
the other 30 feet by 15 feet 6 inches and were used as a billiard room and bar respectively.
There was a beer store underneath. The club had about a hundred members who paid
subscriptions of 2/6 per year. Bar takings amounted to £342 per annum. The valuer
commented: "Very poor Building. Old Barn". Directories for Bedfordshire were not published
every year but every few years from the early to mid 19th century until 1940. Kelly's
Directory for 1898 lists Charles William Foskett at Granville House with C. Edgar Wills
listed in 1903 and 1906 and George Bartle in 1928, 1931, 1936 and 1940. Earlier directories
list William Chapman at 35 Royston Street in 1847 and 1850, Mrs. Chapman in 1862 and
1864, Charles Ford in 1885, Herbert Elliott Paxon in 1890 and Andrew Johnston Little in
1894

.
Potton Conservative Club 1980 [Z50/91/64]

3 and 5 Sun Street Potton

28 Market Place and 3 and 5 Sun Street February 2013
3 and 5 Sun Street was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The building has origins in the 17th
century tough it has been altered down the years. Construction is a timber frame
rendered with colourwashed roughcast, the gable end is partially clad in
weatherboarding. There is a clay tiled roof. It was “included for group value” with
numbers 27 and 28 Market Square.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 3
and 5 Sun Street found that it was then one premises owned by Omar A. Bartle, of 7
Market Square, and leased by Alfred George Freestone for £13 per annum. His
accommodation comprised a living room, a kitchen and a scullery with three
bedrooms above. There was also a cellar and a “derelict room over gateway”.

3 King Street Potton

3 King Street February 2013
3 King Street was listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II, of
special interest. The property was built in the 18th century of red brick with a clay
tiled roof. It comprises two storeys and attics. It was probably built in or shortly after
1783, we know that 5-7a and 9 King Street were both destroyed by the Great Fire of
Potton in that year.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting 3 King Street [DV1/C11/132]
found it owned by A. J. Stevens and occupied by Matilda Stevens who paid a “family”
rent of £20 per annum. The valuer commented: “Double-fronted. Nice looking but no
bath”.
The ground floor comprised two reception rooms and a kitchen. Two bedrooms lay
upstairs with two attics above that. Outside were a W. C. and a wooden coal shed.

41 Horslow Street Potton

41 Horslow Street February 2013
41 Horslow Street is quite an impressive property and stand facing a footpath which
is all that is left of Meeting Lane, a street of slums extending as far east as Church
Causeway, cleared in the 20th century. The house was listed by English Heritage in
November 1986 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 18th century
“apparently reworking an earlier structure”. It is built of red brick and the front and
right hand side with the left hand side being timber-framed with render of it. The roofs
comprise clay tiles.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the “old” property found it
owned by the Misses Fuller and occupied by Thomas Cheetum [DV1/C10/35]. No
rent is recorded. The house comprised a living room, a parlour and a kitchen with a
cellar beneath and three bedrooms above. There were also two attics on the second
floor. Outside stood a brick and tile barn and a brick and slate lean-to.
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from
the early to mid 19th century until 1940. Thomas Cheetham, market gardener, is
listed in Kelly’s Directory in 1906, 1910, 1914, 1920, 1924, 1928, 1931, 1936 and
1940.

41 Horslow Street from the south February 2013

48 King Street Potton

48 King Street February 2013
48 King Street was listed by English Heritage in October 1995 as Grade II, of special
interest. The listing comments that the house is probably early 18th century, though
re-fronted and re-fenestrated with a further bay added in the 19th century. The
building is timber-framed with render on the front aspect and exposed brick on the
south side. The 19th century addition is also in brick. The original part of the house
has a tiled roof and the addition a pantiled roof.
The building was previously the Red Cow beerhouse. The 1876 countywide register
of licensed premises states that this establishment was first licensed in 1848. It
closed in 1908 becoming a private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the property, then numbered
38 King Street [DV1/C12/42] found it owned and occupied by John Henry Mason. It
contained a parlour, a living room, a kitchen and scullery on the ground floor with
three bedrooms above. The valuer commented: “Very bad”.

4 Bull Street Potton

4 Bull Street March 2007
A list of addresses of Potton licensed premises prepared by Potton History Society
[CRT130Potton27] states that 4 Bull Street was formerly the King’s Head public
house, which closed around 1903. The pub is first named in a document of 1696
[WG86] suggesting that 4 Bull Street dates back at least to the 17th century, albeit
with significant later alterations.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 4
Bull Street [DV1/C11/113] found that it was then a shop, owned and occupied by
Charles Hutchinson who, Kelly’s Directory for 1928 tells us, was a confectioner. His
shop was a converted parlour and other ground floor accommodation comprised a
living room and a kitchen. Three bedrooms were on the first floor. A two storey brick
and slate stores and a wood and corrugated iron shed both stood outside.
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from
the early to mid 19th century until 1940. Kelly’s Directory for 1914, 1920, 1924 and
1928 all list Charles Hutchinson as a confectioner in Bull Street. Directories of 1936
and 1940 list him as a builder in the same street [see image below]. In 1904 the
King’s Head was described as boarded up and empty, it would be interesting to know
how long it remained in this state and whether Hutchinson was the first tenant after
the pub’s closure.

G and S Hutchinson billhead [X704/92/37/1]

Sun Street Potton

4 Sun Street February 2013
4 Sun Street was listed by the former Ministry of Works in January 1952 as Grade II,
of special interest. The building is timber-framed and is covered in colourwashed
render. The roofs are composed of clay tiles. The property comprises two storeys.
There is a cross-wing at the right hand side and a projecting gable at the rear.
The property was the Sun Inn, after which the street is named, the earliest definite
mention of which is probably in 1668 Andrew Rayment was presented at the assizes
for having a common ale house in Potton contrary to statute [HSA1668W]. This may
well be the Sun as it is known that it was in the ownership of the Rayment family later
in the century [PE410-415]. The inn closed for the last time on 21st December 1907.
The Sun then became a private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 4
and 6 Sun Street found the properties owned by William Tear. The former inn
[DV1/C11/86] comprised three reception rooms, a lumber room and pantry, a cellar
and a scullery with four bedrooms and a bathroom above.
Behind Number 6 was a long range of outbuildings [DV1/C11/85] occupied, like
Number 4, by William Tear himself who is listed in Kelly’s Directory for Bedfordshire
of 1928 as a market gardener. There was a brick and slate range comprising a barn,
a seven stall stable and garage and a three stall stable used as a store, all with a loft
over. There was also a wood and corrugated iron three bay hovel, a wood and
corrugated iron open barn and hovel and a brick and tiled garage with a petrol engine
carrot washer and a gas engine, there was also a four stall stable used as a barn and
all had a loft over it and a scullery. The yard was partly covered in corrugated iron
and wood.
William Tear is listed in the last Kelly’s Directory for the county in 1940. At a later
date the premises became W. Kitchener and Sons. Their billhead describes them as
pictorial sign artists, plumbers and decorators [X704/92/42]. A detailed description of
the building can be found in Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal volume 14, pages
77 to 86. This notes that the adjoining 6 Sun Street has "no obvious structural
relationship" to the former inn.

5 Market Square and 1 Bull Street Potton

5 Market Square August 2013
5 Market Square and 1 Bull Street, which is the return frontage, were listed by the former
Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. 5
Market Square is also known as Lion Court. It was the former Red Lion Inn. This must have
closed before 1822 when the first countywide list of licensees was compiled as there is no
Red Lion listed in Potton (the establishment in Station Road did not open until 1843).
The house, now subdivided into flats, seems to date from the late 18th century but is actually
a re-fronting of an earlier structure. Perhaps the earlier building was damaged in the Great
Fire of Potton of 1783 and subsequently had to be repaired. It is built in brick, with
colourwashed rendering applied externally though there is some timber-framing; roofs are
composed of clay tiles. The main block comprises two storeys and attics, with a two-storeyed
block running westwards along Bull Street.
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has a list of deeds of the property
compiled in 1957 at solicitors Burgess and Chesher of Harpur Street, Bedford
[CRT130Potton8]. The earliest deed dates from 1836 when Sarah Betts of Potton, widow,
Matthew Betts of Potton, draper, John Betts of Paramatta, New South Wales, Josiah Allen
Betts of Cox’s River, Roxburgh New South Wales, Sarah Betts of Potton, spinster, Mary Ann
Betts of Potton, spinster and Ann Betts of Potton, spinster surrendered a former inn known as
the Red Lion to Elizabeth Edwards of Potton, widow and John Hickman of Cardington,
butcher for £900. The property was bounded by the Market Place to the east, a house to the
west and the common street to the west. It sounds as if all these Betts were children, or at
least relatives, of someone who had died and left them the property in their will.
The property was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of one of the manors of Potton. People
held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had
to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to
seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a
fee (or fine) for the privilege.
In 1856 Charles Hickman of Cardington, butcher, gained admission to half the premises on
the surrender of James King, John Hickman and William Heading, trustees of Elizabeth
Edwards, deceased for £454/2/6 after a public auction. In 1874: Charles, son of John
Hickman, was also admitted to the other half of the building under his father’s will of 1859.
In 1877 he surrendered the property to William Thomas Emery Judd of Potton, draper for
£1,050.
In 1886 Judd took out a mortgage, secured on the premises, for £2,200 with Sarah Jane
Chaundler of Hampshire [CD829]. Later that year he also took out a mortgage with henry

Chaundler for £800 [CD830]. Judd defaulted on both mortgages in 1891 [CD830] and so the
premises was vested in Henry Chaundler by the Court of Chancery. At this time W. J.
Valentine was in occupation. Chaundler was admitted as tenant in 1893 [CD830]. Henry
Chaundler also took on Judd's debt and repaid £2,200 to Sarah Jane Chaundler's
representative Charles Smither Chaundler after her death in 1897 [CD831].
Following redemption of the mortgage the property was put up for sale by auction late In
1897. It was described as a draper’s and outfitter’s business premises, with two gardeners’
homesteads, two cottages and eight acres of land. The sale was by by Richardson and Robarts
at Rose and Crown, Potton. Evidently the tenant, W. J. Valentine, was the successful bidder
because the property was surrendered to him. In 1913 Valentine surrendered the property to
Albert Herbert Newby for £900.

W J Valentine bill head [X704/92/66/3]
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the
country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county,
was assessed in 1927. The rating valuation map [DV2/015a] is not clear as the building is not
annotated with a number but the sequence of numbering in the vicinity together with a
description of the property suggests that today’s Lion Court was still owned and occupied by
Albert Herbert Newby [DV1/C11/97]. Kelly’s Directory for Bedfordshire for 1924 tells us
that he, like Valentine before him, was a draper.
The ground floor comprised a kitchen, a pantry and scullery and a dining room measuring 20
feet by 14 feet 6 inches. There were also three shops – one faced Bull Street and measured 10
feet by 14 feet 6 inches, one faced the Market Square and measured 33 feet by 19 feet 6
inches and the other as at the back and measured 16 feet by 12 feet 6 inches. A disused
coachhouse, coal shed and stable stood outside. The first floor comprised five bedrooms
measuring, respectively, 16 feet by 16 feet 6 inches, 18 feet by 12 feet, 10 feet by 14 feet, 20
feet by 14 feet 6 inches and 10 feet 6 inches by 10 feet. There was also a dressing room, a
bathroom with a W. C., a box room and a maid’s room measuring 15 feet by 11 feet 6 inches.
Two attics lay on the second floor and were used as box rooms. The valuer commented: “Old,
in fair condition”.
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from the early
to mid 19th century until 1940. Kelly’s Directory lists Newby at the Market Square in 1913,
1920 and 1924. He is not listed in the directory for 1928 and so, presumably, had ceased to
trade soon after the visit from the valuer. The service has a handbill, sadly undated, which is
given below, stating that Newby had died; please click on the imager to see a larger version.

Pritchett-Brown handbill [X704/92/53/1]
The service has an undated sale particular, probably of the late 1940s or early 1950s
regarding the ground floor flat at 1 Bull Street [Z35/42]. The partculars state that the
flat was part of: "an extensive property built in brick and tile, with a back addition built
in timber and tiled, standing in the main square at Potton". The flat had: a hall; a
south facing lounge measuring 13 feet by 12 feet; a dining room measuring 19
feet by 13 feet 6 inches; two bedrooms measuring, respectively, 16 feet by 13 feet
and 16 feet by 10 feet; a kitchen and a bathroom with W. C. A rear lobby led to the
garden: "There is a side entrance from the market square",
The particulars also mention that the remaining accommodation comprised a first and
second floor flat and a lock-up shop with a store room.

5 to 7a King Street Potton

5 and 7 King Street February 2013
The block comprising 5, 5a, 7 and 7a King Street was listed by English Heritage in November
1986 as Grade II, of special interest. As the numbering suggests they were originally two
semi-detached houses, recently turned into flats. The building dates from the 18th century,
with later reworking. The structure is red brick with a clay tiled roof. The building comprises
two storey with blocks projecting to the rear. The listing comments: “Included for group
value”. The property was probably built in or soon after 1783 as it's predecessor on the
site was destroyed in the Great Fire of Potton in this year. In 1784 the site of 9 King Street
was conveyed and that building is described as being bounded on the south by premises of
William Smith Devereux, which had been destroyed by fire, "with another messuage rebuilt
thereon belonging to Mr. Samuel Wells" [CD840]. A pamphlet setting out the losses by
property owners in the great fire records that William Devereux lost £317/16/-. He is
described as a servant, clearly a very rich one, suggesting he may have been a senior servant,
such as a butler, in a prestigious household. Samuel Wells was a Biggleswade brewer and the
entry suggests that he bought the site from Devereux and built the replacement building as the
New Inn
The rebuilt 7 King Street was a public house called the New Inn from at least the early 19th
century, the first record of it being in 1822 [CLP13]. The countywide licensing register of
1876 states that it had been licensed for over a hundred years, but the register is not always
accurate over dates. The New Inn closed for good in 1921, the public house becoming a
private house. A reminder of this past is the sign for "Good Stabling" on the exterior right
hand corner. When the property was put up for sale along with Biggleswade brewer Wells
and Company in 1899. The sale catalogue described 5 King Street as follows: "a Dwelling
House adjoining [the New Inn] containing Front Shop, Store Room, Scullery, &c., two Bed
Rooms, Outhouse and Loft. In the occupation of Mr. S. Compton at £5 10s. per annum".
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the
country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting the building
found that both Number 5 and Number 7 were owned by Miss A. G. Bartle [DV1/C11/133134]. Number 5 was occupied by Samuel Daniels whose went was five shillings per week.
His accommodation comprised a living room, a kitchen, a scullery and a washhouse with two
bedrooms above. Number 7 was in the occupation of George Hutchinson, whose rent is not
recorded. He had a living room, a parlour, a kitchen and pantry with four bedrooms above.
Diretories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from the mid
19th century until 1940. Kelly’s Directory for 1928 lists George Hutchinson but those for
1936 and 1940 his greengrocer Ernest Herbert Dean at 7 King Street.

6 and 8 Chapel Street Potton

4 to 8 Chapel Street August 2013
6 and 8 Chapel Street were both listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as
Grade II, of special interest. They date from the 18th century but were reworked in
the 19th century. They are built of colourwashed roughcast over a timber frame and
have clay tiled roofs. They each comprise one storey with attics. Number 8 was
previously the Woolpack, a beerhouse which was open from the mid 19th century
until 1909.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was valued in 1927. The valuer visiting the properties [DV1/C11/60-62]
found that they were both owned by a man named Harry Duffin. The last landlord of
the Woolpack had been Walter Duffin. Kelly's Directory for Bedfordshire was
published every few years and those for 1910, 1914, 1920, 1924, 1928, 1931 and
1936 list Walter Duffin as a market gardener in Chapel Street, the directory for 1936
specifically giving the address as 8 Chapel Street.
Harry was Walter's son. Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has
some papers of the Duffin family dating from about 1924 to 1929. Walter Duffin was
Walter William Duffin and had been born in Potton on 27th February 1860, son of
George, a garden labourer, and Fanny nee Roberts [Z758/1]. His sons were Harry
and Archibald.
Number 6 was occupied by Charles Hutchinson at a rent of five shillings per week.
His accommodation comprised a living room, a kitchen and a scullery with two
bedrooms above. A later hand has written: "New roof".
Number 8 was occupied by Duffin himself and comprised a living room, a parlour, a
sitting room, a scullery and a washhouse on the ground floor. Upstairs were three
bedrooms. The valuer noted: "Attics over scullery for harness". A later hand has also
noted a new roof here too. At the rear were a wood and corrugated iron open hovel,
a wood and corrugated iron lean-to hovel and a wood and tiled barn and stable with a
loft over.

6 and 8 King Street Potton

6 and 8 King Street in March 2009
The building now numbered 6 and 8 King Street was, for most of its life, two separate
cottages. The building was listed by the former Department of Environment in 1986 as Grade
II, or special interest. The property dates from the 18th century and is constructed of red brick
with a slated gambrel roof. The 1986 description refers to two doors and two ground floor
windows in a symmetrical front. As can be seen from the photograph above, this is no longer
the case, the modern brickwork on the ground floor making a sharp contrast with the older
bricks above.
In 1847 the estate of a Mr. Kitchen was sold at auction [WG2441]. It included the George and
Dragon (then simply the George in the particulars) along with 6 and 8 King Street and other
properties in the Market Square and Brook End. 6 and 8 King Street was described as: "All
those two substantial brick-built and tiled freehold houses and shoemaker's shop, having a
frontage to King Street, with Yard, Barns and Stables, as occupied by Messrs. Tyler and
Partridge at an annual rental of £14 14s. 0d., and the stable adjoining, now occupied by Mr.
Fisher, together with a right of cart way from King Street". The sale particulars held by
Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service unfortunately do not give the buyer.

6 and 8 King Street 1847 - Lot 1
Under the terms of the Rating and Valuation Act 1925 every piece of land and building in the
country was assessed to determine the rates to be paid on them. Like much of the county,
Potton was assessed in 1927 and the valuer noted that both numbers 6 and 8 [DV1/C12/5859] were owned by a man simply identified as "Leatherdale". 6 was occupied by John
Powdrill Hart and 8 by George Daisley Both dwellings contained two bedrooms and a living
room as well as an attic and a wood and tile barn outside, the valuer commented that Number
8 was "poor".

6 Market Square Potton

6 Market Square February 2013
6 Market Square was listed by the former Ministry of Buildings and Public Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. This attractive property dates from the
18th century. It has a stucco front and weatherboard at the side, both over a timberframed structure. It has a slated roof of an unusual type known as a gambrel.
Evidently it escaped the ravages of the Great Fire of 1793.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting 6 Market Square
[DV1/C11/115] found it owned and occupied by Harbord Arthur Campling who,
Kelly’s Directory for 1928 tells us, was a tailor.
The building was in a good decorative state and comprise, on the ground floor, a
parlour measuring 11 feet 3 inches by 9 feet 6 inches, a living room measuring 12
feet 6 inches by 10 feet 9 inches and a scullery as well as the shop, in two sections,
which measured 7 feet 6 inches by 14 feet 6 inches and 7 feet 6 inches by 13 feet 9
inches. A W. C. and a wood store were outside. First floor accommodation comprised
a drawing room measuring 13 feet 6 inches by 13 feet and three bedrooms
measuring 12 feet 6 inches by 11 feet 9 inches, 11 feet by 9 feet 9 inches and 12 feet
6 inches by 9 feet 6 inches.
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from
the early to mid 19th century until 1940. Kelly’s Directory for 1890 lists F. & H.
Campling as tailors in the Market Square. All the rest – 1894, 1898, 1903, 1906,
1910, 1914, 1920, 1924, 1928, 1931, 1936 and 1940 list Harbord Campling.

Harbord Campling billhead [X704/92/13/4]

6 Sun Street Potton

6 Sun Street February 2013
6 Sun Street was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 18th century and is
timber framed with “parts apparently rebuilt in brick”; the exterior is rendered in
colourwashed roughcast and the roof is composed of clay tiles. The building
comprises two storeys and attics on the road with a two storey wing projecting to the
rear.
In 1703 John Raymont of London, tailor, owner of the Sun, sold a cottage formerly
occupied by his mother to Stephen Raymont of Potton, maltster for £20/10/9
[PE413]. This seems to have been the cottage which adjoined the former Sun Inn to
the south, i.e. 6 Sun Street. In 1704 Stephen Raymont sold the cottage to John
Keelinge the younger of Potton, fellmonger. The back of this deed refers to the
cottage as “the Hows next Mr. Lees on the South and next the Sun Inn on the North”
[PE414].
The cottage seems to have been sold to Bigglesade brewers Wells and Company by
John Dennis at the same time as the Sun in 1793 [CRT130Potton22]. When Wells
and Company was put up for sale in 1898 the sale catalogue entry for the Sun
includes the following [GK1/36]: "A Cottage, let to Mrs. Lee at £5 per annum”.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 4
and 6 Sun Street found the properties owned by William Tear (Richard Tear, former
lciensee of the Sun had ourchased it and, presumably, 6 Sun Street in 1908
[GK52/4]). A Mrs. Tear, presumably William’s mother, lived in Number 6 which
comprised a living room and scullery downstairs with two bedrooms above. There
was also a disused attic and a second scullery and a washhouse outside
[DV1/C11/84].
Behind Number 6 was a long range of outbuildings [DV1/C11/85] occupied, like
Number 4, by William Tear himself who is listed in Kelly’s Directory for Bedfordshire
of 1928 as a market gardener. There was a brick and slate range comprising a barn,
a seven stall stable and garage and a three stall stable used as a store, all with a loft
over. There was also a wood and corrugated iron three bay hovel, a wood and
corrugated iron open barn and hovel and a brick and tiled garage with a petrol engine
carrot washer and a gas engine, there was also a four stall stable used as a barn and
all had a loft over it and a scullery. The yard was partly covered in corrugated iron
and wood.

7 Market Square Potton

7 Market Square February 2013
7 Market Square looks, on the surface, a little out of place among the other buildings around it. It
seems, superficially, as if it is a late 19th century construction with those about it being a century
earlier. In fact this is a false impression largely created by the projecting gable. The Bedfordshire
Historic Environment Record [HER] contains information on the county’s historic buildings and
landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be found online as part of the Heritage Gateway
website. The entry for 7 Market Square [HER 7077] notes that it is an 18th century structure but that it
was altered in the 19th century. The property is of red brick with two storeys and attics and a red tiled
roof. It has a single storey flat roof extension pshing forward on the right-hand side. The Rating and
Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to
determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting the building found it owned by Omar Arnold Bartle
and divided into three [DV1/C11/117-119]. At the left hand side (the projecting gable) was a lock-up
shop leased by the India and China Tea Company for £50 per annum, a rent set in 1924. The shop had a
storeroom over it and was partly glazed tiled, with a wood block floor. Gas was laid on and the valuer
commented: “Good, modern”. The shop area measured 14 feet by 22 feet 6 inches. The store above
measured 25 feet by 13 feet 6 inches. There was also a cellar beneath the ground floor which was:
“good, dry”. A box store stood at the rear (“good”). Kelly’s Directory for 1928 lists this shop but no
others do, so clearly it was short-lived. The right hand side was leased by Lloyds Bank Limited for £50
per annum, a rent set in 1921 (“includes cleaning, lighting and fires”). The “deep, narrow” premises
had two areas, measuring 17 feet 6 inches by 7 feet and 9 feet by 5 feet 3 inches. Kelly’s Directory for
Bedfordshire for 1928 states that opening times were 10 am to 1 pm and 2 pm to 3 pm except on
Thursday and Saturday when they were 10 am to midday. The earliest mention of this bank is in
Kelly’s Directory for 1894 when it list the Capital and Counties Bank. This bank is also listed in
directories of 1898, 1903, 1906, 1910 and 1914. In 1918 the bank was taken over by Lloyds and is
mentioned in each directory for the county until the last in 1940. In between these two lock-up
premises was Omar Bartle’s house, which was: “modern and good condition”. The ground floor
comprised a dining room measuring 12 feet 3 inches by 14 feet 9 inches, a drawing room measuring 13
feet 6 inches by 16 feet 9 inches, a kitchen and pantry and a scullery. The first floor contained a
bathroom and W. C. and three bedrooms measuring, respectively, 13 feet 6 inches by 10 feet 3 inches,
12 feet 3 inches by 12 feet 6 inches and one which was note measured but was “say 12 by 16”. The
second floor was “good” attics. Two wood and tiled garages stood at the rear. The valuer enthused:
“Very good House, very nice inside”. Kelly’s Directory for 1931 first lists O. A. Bartle and Company
as “motor engineers, hire service, any make of car supplied; Gilford saloon buses for hire”. They had
premises in Royston Street, Sun Street and Market Square.

Omar Bartle flyer [X704/92/6/2]

8 Bull Street Potton

8 Bull Street August 2013
A list of addresses of Potton licensed premises prepared by Potton History Society
[CRT130Potton27] states that 8 Bull Street was formerly the eponymous Bull public
house, The property was listed by English Heritage in May 2000 as Grade II, of
special interest. It dates from the 17th or 18th century (4 Bull Street has deeds going
back to the 17th century) and was re-fronted in the late 18th century. It has a red
brick front and an old plain tiled roof. The rear was rebuilt in brick on the right-hand
side but timber-framing covered by roughcast render and with brick infill survives on
the left-hand side. Inside the walls are timber-framed with plaster infill. The property
is built in an L-plan and has a carriageway with a room above it on the left-hand side
at the front giving access to the yard. The property comprises two storeys with cellars
and attics. One of the windows is inscribed: “J Lodge 1780” and “W J Arnold 1872 –
cold November”.
The Bull is listed in Slater’s Bedfordshire Directory of 1850 but not in Graven and
Company’s directory for the county of 1853, nor in any subsequent directory. This, of
course, suggests that the Bull closed its doors for the last time between 1850 and
1853. In 1899 George Winch purchased Biggleswade brewers Wells and Company
and their name changed to Wells and Winch. The conveyance to Winch includes a
dwelling house in Bull Street which had formerly been the Bull with outbuildings and
garden. It was then occupied by George Sharp. Also conveyed was an adjacent
building in occupation of a man named Bartle with a wheelwright's shop in
occupation of Wright and Sons, a dwelling house “on other side of gateway of yard”
with outbuildings, stable and garden in occupation of T. Vincent and an adjoining
dwelling house with yard, gardens, lands and outbuildings in occupation of S.
Chiverton, which sounds like 6 to 12 Bull Street. It turns out that these properties had
been acquired only the previous year because an 1898 sale catalogue for the
Baldock Brewery [GK1/36] includes a dwelling house in Bull Street, Potton with the
yard and buildings, an abutting wheelwright's shop and two further dwelling houses.

The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting 8
Bull Street [DV1/C11/111] found it owned and occupied by William Sharp who,
Kelly’s Directory for Bedfordshire for 1928 informs us, was a hairdresser. Kelly’s lists
him from 1885 until 1928 and his advertisement still adheres to part of the exterior.
Directories for 1931, 1936 and 1940, the last to be published for the county, list Frank
Sharp as a hairdresser in Bull Street and, no doubt, he took over the business.
The valuer noted that the property was “old” and also commented: “Very poor place”.
The ground floor comprised a parlour measuring 9 feet 6 inches by 10 feet, a living
room measuring 18 feet by 11 feet 6 inches, a pantry and a scullery; the
hairdresser’s shop measured 16 feet by 15 feet. Outside stood a stable and a
washhouse. The first floor comprised: a drawing room measuring 15 feet square; a
bathroom and W. C.; a boxroom and three bedrooms measuring, respectively, 11
feet by 9 feet 6 inches, 11 feet 6 inches by 13 feet 6 inches and 13 feet by 10 feet 6
inches. Today the property is a private house.

Worn sign on 8 Bull Street August 2013

9 Blackbird Street Potton

9 Blackbird Street March 2007
9 Blackbird Street is a distinctive looking house which was, until 1914, a public
house, the Three Blackbirds, after which the street took its name. The property has
two storeys and attics. The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER]
contains information on the county’s historic buildings and landscapes and
summaries of each entry can now be found online as part of the Heritage Gateway
website. The entry for 9 Blackbird Street [HER 2215] notes that the property has 17th
or 18th century features. Beneath the exterior plaster is a timber frame, with some
brick facing. The roof is tiled. The property is not listed. The 1876 countywide
licensing register stated that the Three Blackbirds had been licensed for over a
hundred years
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
the former public house [DV1/C25/92] found it owned and occupied by James Abbott.
After noting that the property was formerly a public house he listed a living room, a
parlour, a kitchen and a hall on the ground floor with three bedrooms above.
Curiously he did not note the attics. There was also a “former billiard room as
lumber”, presumably this was one of the outbuildings. Also outside were a brick and
tiled stable and blacksmith’s shop and a brick and tiled hovel

9 King Street Potton

9 King Street February 2013
9 King Street is also known as Linden Lodge. It was listed in November 1986 by English
Heritage, as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 18th century, although altered in
the following century. The building is constructed of red brick and has a clay tiled roof. It
comprises two storeys and attics.
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has a substantial amount of
information about this property and its predecessor on the same site. The property was
copyhold, that is to say, it was part of the Manor of Potton Regis. People held copyhold
properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender
them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek
admission from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee
(or fine) for the privilege. In 1726 Henry Rugeley surrendered a house in King Street to
Thomas Dennis for £105 [CD832]. The property bounded King Street to the east, property of
William devereus, in occupation of Ann Longstaffe, widow to the west and property owned
by Bromsall Throckmorton in occupation of Richard King. Dennis had right of access
through the "Great Gates" belonging to Throckmorton's property. Thomas Dennis surrendered
the property back to Henry Rugeley as soon as he bought it because he took out a mortgage
with him for £41 [CD834]. Dennis was a butcher and in his will of 1767 devised the property
to his son John who had followed him in the trade[CD837]. John Dennis was admitted in
1771 [CD838]. At that date the surrounding properties were described as properties of Waters
and James Brown to the south and a property of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough in
occupation of John Edwards to the north.
The next time we hear of this property it has burned down,in the Great Fire of Potton of 1783.
A pamphlet setting out losses in the fire itemises John Dennis, butcher as having
lost £207/2/11. Also listed are Sarah Dennis, widow, who lost £5/4/- and Jane Richardson,
servant to John Dennis, who lost 14/4. In 1784 Dennis surrendered the site of the property to
William Fowler of Saint Neots [Huntingdonshire], common brewer. Neighbours then were
premises of William Smith Devereux, also destroyed by fire, to the south "with another
messuage rebult thereon belonging to Mr. Samuel Wells", presumably today's 5-7a King
Street and property late of John Edwards to the north, also destroyed by fire.Fowler was
admitetd to the site in 1785 [CD840]. We have an exact date for the building of the present 9
King Street: 1786-1787. This is because an article of agreement of June 1786 in which
William Fowler agreed to build a house in King Street for Henry Verrall of Potton, surgeon
and apothecary before 5th April 1787 [AD2879].
The house backed onto the yard of the Rose and Crown (today’s Old Coach House Hotel)
with the gateway to that yard abutting to the north. At the front of the house there was to be:
“an handsome well finished and elegantly painted six raised panneld door, door case, a good

large spring brass lock and rapper and a suitable frontispiece with a far light to consist of at
least three squares of the best crown glass”. To the right of the door: “there shall be made
compleated and elegantly finished a good dining parlour...... to be wainscotted chair high and
to be called the best parlour”. The chimney and fireplace was to have: “a well finished
handsome marble or Ketton stone chimney piece and a slab with proper and suitable cap
thereto and also a neat corniche around the room and well finished cieling and floor”. On the
left side of the passage from the front door was to be a shop with: 'Venetian Sash Windows of
good groun glass”. A lean-to Surgery was to be built at the back of shop with a window,
shutters, chimney and cupboards. There was to be a: “Well finished stair-case with handrail
handings”. There was to be a bedchamber over the best parlour with a fireplace with a: “six
panneld door neat corniche and recess for ‘a Cloaths Closet’”. There was to be a similar
chamber over the shop. A dressing room was to be over the front passage between the two
chambers and another dressing closet at the head of the stairs over the pantry. There were to
be two: “Garretts with one common glass Window and Casement in each room”. A passage
was to lead from the foot of the stairs to the pantry and kitchen: “with convenient shelves,
dresser and other necessary fixtures. There was to be a chamber and garret over the kitchen
with a washouse and brewhouse next to the kitchen. There was to be a loft over the
washhouse with a ladder and pump and a sink. West of these was a room for cleaning knives
and a coalhouse. There was to be a stable adjoining with three stalls with: “sufficient racks
and mangers.... pitched with pebbles and compleated with a Loft... to contain Hay and Straw”.
There was to be an outhouse for storing wood and Faggots and two offices [i.e. privies].
All buildings were to be: “well and sufficiently glazed tiled and plaistered.......... with an
handsome ornamental and neat brick corniche in the front of the said house”. The work, when
finished, was to be subject “to the judgement and inspection of any indifferent Surveyor or
Masterbuilder versed in Architecture”. Verrall was to choose paper and paper-hangings. The
garden was to be fenced and enclosed. Verrall covenanted with Fowler to take the premises
for twenty one years for a yearly rent of sixteen guineas. The description of the location of the
house, its date and the fact that it was built as a doctor’s residence and surgery clearly all tie it
to 9 King Street. A lease from Fowler to Verrall survives for 1788 [LS206].
In 1801 Fowler's sons, George and William surrendered this property, with others, tothe uses
of their respective wills [CD842]. Later that year they surrendered the house to Henry Verrall
for £300 [CD843]; Verrall was admitted the following year [CD845]. In 1819 he leased the
house to John Martin of Potton, surgeon and apothecary for £30 per annum[LS207].
Verrall made his will in 1820 leaving all his property in trust for sale [CD848]. He died on 7th
February 1825. His executors were admitted in 1827 [CD849] and in that same year
surrendered the house to the tenant, John Martin, for £500 [CD850]. Martin was admitted the
same year [CD851].
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the
country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county
was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting 9 King Street [DV1/C11/136] found it was now
owned by George Frederick Dixon and occupied by Dr. John James Hall Anderson who,
Kelly’s Directory for 1928 informs us was an M. B., B. Ch (Aberdeen), physician and
surgeon of the firm Dixon and Anderson. He was also the medical officer and public
vaccinator for the Potton district. His rent was £65 per annum.
The property contained a kitchen, a scullery, a parlour and a living room with a back hall on
the ground floor, along with the surgery and waiting room which measured 8 feet by 6 feet 8
inches. There was also a drawing room measuring 16 feet by 17 feet, a morning room
measuring 16 feet 6 inches by 7 feet and a dining room measuring 15 feet by 17 feet. There
was a cellar beneath the first floor. The first floor contained a small dressing room, a
bathroom with a lavatory basin and W. C., a box room and four bedrooms measuring,
respectively, 16 feet 6 inches by 15 feet, 17 feet 3 inches by 11 feet, 17 feet by 15 feet 3
inches and 14 feet 6 inches by 12 feet 3 inches. The second floor contained two maids’ attics

and two box rooms. Outside stood a garage and a stable as well as three loose boxes and a
glasshouse. A Public Medical Service payment card for Anderson survives [X704/92/2/1]. In
pre-National Health Service days patients would pay set subsciptions to help pay for the
doctor's services. His hours of attendance to patients are noted as 9 to 10 am and 6 to 7 pm
"No attendance on Thursday Evenings", otherwise, presumably, hereceived patients at the
surgery. The card further states: "Messages must be sent before 10 o'clock in the morning, or
Extra Charges will be made as follows: - Night Visit in response to call received between 8
p.m. and 8 a.m. 5/-. Special Visits in response to call received after 10 a.m., or on Sunday 1/-.
Any member whose Subscription is not paid up will not receive attendance".

Anderson subscription booklet [X704/92/2/1]
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years. Directories
from 1877 onwards list doctors in King Street as follows:







1877: Edward Walker;
1885, 1890, 1894: Samuel Edward Walker; 1898: John Noble Bredin;
1903, 1906, 1910, 1914: George Frederick Dixon;
1924: John James Hall Anderson and George Frederick Dixon;
1928, 1931: John James Hall Anderson;
1936: Anderson and Bolt; 1940: John James Hall Anderson.

Edward Walker was also the captain of the Potton Volunteer Fire Brigade, formed in 1878.
That same year he led the brigade’s efforts to tackle a very serious fire which destroyed a
large number of properties in an area bounded by Blackbird Street, Sun Street, Bull Street and
Chapel Street.
A number of properties in Potton were used for civil defence in World War Two. Linden
Lodge was used as a Rescue Party depot and was later, appropriately, upgraded to a First Aid
Point [WW2/AR/CA/1/1/4].

9 Market Square Potton

9 and 10 Market Square February 2013
9 to 11 Market Square was listed by English Heritage in March 1986 as Grade II, of special
interest. The row of three dates from the early 19th century. They must postdate 1813 as a
map of that date [W2/10] shows buildings in "The George Yard" behind the frontage today
occupied by 9-11 Market Square, but nothing on the frontage itself.
The properties are built of brick, Number 9 having a chequerwork pattern made with vitrified
bricks contrasting with the red bricks. The listing notes: “May incorporate earlier structure”.
Each property comprises two storeys beneath a slate roof. The listing states that Number 9
was “included for group value”.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the
country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting Potton found
that 9 to 11 Market Square were all owned by a Mrs. Barker.
Number 9 [DV1/C11/120] was occupied by Mary Jane Armond who, Kelly’s Directory for
1928 for Bedfordshire, tells us was a market gardener. Her rent was £40 per annum, which
included a large range of buildings at the rear [DV1/C11/122]. Number 9 comprised a
drawing room measuring 17 feet by 14 feet 6 inches, a dining room measuring 13 feet by 10
feet 6 inches and a kitchen measuring 13 feet by 11 feet 6 inches on the ground floor; a leanto office measuring 10 feet by 9 feet and 15 feet by 8 feet stood outside. The first floor had a
bathroom and W. C. and three bedrooms measuring, respectively, 17 feet 3 inches by 13 feet
6 inches, 10 feet by 11 feet 6 inches and 9 feet 6 inches by 11 feet 6 inches. Outside stood a
W. C. and a coal shed. The valuer commented: “Pre-war rent”.
Mary Jane’s farm buildings comprised: a brick and slate wood store, corn store, cycle shed,
two loose boxes, harness room, two bay hovel and three stall stable used for lumber; a brick,
wood and slate two stall stable and three stall stable with a loft over; a brick, wood and slate
garage with a loft over and large barn and a wood and tiled garage and two stall stable. There
were also buildings Mary Jane had had erected herself: a wood and corrugated iron large open
shelter; a wood and corrugated iron five bay cart and implement hovel; a gas engine and
carrot washing machine and a wood and corrugated iron potato shed. The valuer commented:
“Very good yard not fully used”.
Mary Jane is listed in Kelly’s Directory for Bedfordshire for 1931 but not in the next edition,
that of 1936, when a Miss Barker is listed. One suspects that she was the daughter of the
owner.

Captain Peel’s Railway

A poster advertising a public meeting to decide proceedings on the opening
day of the Sandy & Potton Railway.
The railways originally came to Potton on 9th November 1857 when the Sandy and
Potton Railway opened. It was more commonly known as Captain Peel's Railway
after its creator Captain Sir William Peel VC. It was the fifth railway to be built in
Bedfordshire and ran for just three miles between, as the name suggests, Sandy and
Potton. Captain Peel was third son of Robert Peel, the former Prime Minister, and
had an estate between the two towns. When the Great Northern Railway, which ran
through Sandy opened in 1850 he decided to build a branch line to connect his
estate to it. Construction began in 1855.
By that time Captain Peel was serving in the Black Sea during the Crimean War
during which he won the newly created Victoria Cross and at the end of which he
was given command of a frigate, HMS Shannon, and ordered to China. Captain
Peel's mother opened the railway and its locomotive was named, inevitably,
Shannon. Peel never used his railway, en route to China he was diverted to India as
the Mutiny had broken out and he died of smallpox on 22nd April 1858. Remarkably,
the locomotive survives at the National Railway Museum at York. Even more
remarkably, its engine shed still survives in a field at Potton as a vegetable store. The
journey time from Potton to Sandy was ten minutes.
Captain Peel's private railway did not long survive him. His brother Arthur acquired it
and put it up for sale. It was bought by the Bedford and Cambridge Railway. in 1861
for £20,000, being £5,000 more than it had cost to build. The railway was
immediately closed to allow the track bed to be rebuilt. The London North Western
Railway took the Bedford and Cambridge Railway on lease in 1865 and doubled the
track. The line closed just over a hundred years later, in 1967, the bridges being
demolished in the following year.

Chigwell House - 2 Horslow Street Potton

2 Horslow Street February 2013
Chigwell House was listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II, of
special interest. It is an 18th century house, reworked in the following century. It is
built of red brick and has clay tiled roofs. The main block comprises two storeys and
attics and stands gable end on to the road. A later two storey addition borders the
road.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting Chigwell House found it owned
and occupied by Frederick Bernard Saville. The house stood in just under one acre
and was connected to the local gas installation.
The ground floor comprised: an entrance hall; a drawing room measuring 16 feet by
15 feet; a dining room measuring 18 feet by 15 feet; a large kitchen; a scullery and a
coal shed. The first floor contained a bathroom with a lavatory basin and four
bedrooms measuring, respectively, 14 feet 6 inches by 12 feet, 16 feet 6 inches by
16 feet 3 inches, 10 feet 6 inches by 14 feet and 17 feet 6 inches by 14 feet 9 inches.
The second floor contained two maids’ attics. Outside stood: a wood shed; a brick
and corrugated iron potting shed; a glass house; a large wood and corrugated iron
cart shed; a former army hut used for stores and an old wood and slate thee stall
stable now used as a potato store. There was a large lawn and garden.
Directories for Bedfordshire were not published every year but every few years from
the early to mid 19th century until 1940. Kellys Directory lists Frederick Barnard
Saville at the address in 1924, 1928, 1931, 1936 and 1940. Only one other directory,
1894, mentions the house specifically and gives the occupier as Charles James
Pope.

Dirty Potton 1871

Meeting Lane in 1955 [Bedfordshire Magazine]

The Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 created poor law unions, each run by a Board
of Guardians, centred around towns, which included a union workhouse for the poor
of the union area. The union was also responsible for other matters, such as public
health. Potton was in the Biggleswade Union. The Biggleswade Poor Law Union
minute book of 1868 to 1871 ends with a description of the sanitary conditions of the
major settlements in the area, including Potton for 3rd May 1871 [PUBwM10 ]. The
entry for Potton is below.
“The high death rate from Typhoid fever in this district has been caused by its being
epidemic in some filthy places in the town of Potton; the town is well drained for
surface water: there are no water closets discharging into the drains; cesspools and
dumb wells are in vogue. On the whole, the town is clean and airy, the exceptional
places being Known as -”
“Meeting Lane [now a path between the west end of Church Causeway and Horslow
Street]. – In a house here where the four children had been ill with Typhoid fever,
there are grids to drains just outside both the front door and back door, the latter one
being in a filthy condition, as are also the out-houses and privies of all the row. The
well is also close to the drain; the water is said to be good, the well having been
recently cleaned out; it was formerly thick and dirty.”
“Houses near the Pound [the north side Everton Road more or less at the junction with
Horslow Street] – Here, in a House with two rooms, the living room 12 feet square,
the bedroom a little larger, but without a fireplace, and with small windows on one
side of the house only, so that there could be no through ventilation, are living eleven
people, a man and his wife, two unmarried daughters with a couple of children each,
and three other children. Three months ago eight of them had typhoid fever, of which
one died, and a daughter who did not live there, but who was in the habit of visiting
them, died from it also”.

“The privy, used by several houses, was in an offensive condition, but the contents are
simply allowed to run out into a field behind. The well is deep, and the water said to
be pretty good, but hard. There is no drainage, all slips &c., being thrown into pits
behind the houses, which are very offensive. These houses are rendered uninhabitable
at certain times by the offensive stench which is blown to them from the heaps of
London manure which are allowed to lie outside the station until wanted for the fields.
The Medical Officer has no doubt that this, besides being a great nuisance, is a fruitful
cause of disease, and particularly of typhoid fever, either directly or indirectly”.
“Franklin’s Row. – Here there are heaps of filth and stinking privies close in front of
the houses. There has been lately much Typhoid fever, and a few years ago, scarlatina
was prevalent”.
“Biggleswade End. – This might have been named from its resemblance to the worst
parts of that town. It consists of two courtyards, which are sufficiently large, but
literally covered with filth; the drain is stopped up, the slops &c., are just thrown out
in front of the houses, and runs down towards the street. There is no well – water has
to be fetched from the public house [the Royal Oak]! There is one privy, found
overfull, for nearly thirty people. The stench of the whole place is horrible; no wonder
that there is always sickness there”.
“The Fellmongers’ yard causes a nuisance in the neighbourhood, but has not been a
source of disease. The refuse water from it ran directly into the brook, but now a pit is
being dug to receive it so that it may deposit its sediment; it would, perhaps, be well
to pass it through a filtering bed before it enters the brook”.
“The immediate wants of Potton will be found in the entire sanitary reform of the
places above mentioned, especially by the adoption of a regular system of excrement
and filth removal, the increase of the number of privies, and the encouragement of
ventilation, by having windows made in the backs of houses; whole rows are now
being built without any possibility of through ventilation. Disinfectants should also be
supplied by the Board of Guardians for use in the fever nests, but they must not be
relied upon as a cure for the evils here pointed out”.
In 1875 sanitation ceased to be a function of the poor law unions and was transferred
to sanitary authorities, in Potton’s case Biggleswade Rural Sanitary Authority. These
were replaced in 1894 by the newly created district councils, in Potton’s case,
Biggleswade Rural District Council. This was replaced in 1974 by Mid Bedfordshire
District Council and in 2009 the new unitary council (incorporating the functions of
the former district councils with the abolished county council) of Central
Bedfordshire became responsible for all sanitary matters.

Early Education in Potton

Board commemorating the Thomas John Burgoyne Charity February 2013
The earliest reference to education in any documents relating to Potton is in 1539.
William Hale the elder of Marston Moretaine made his will in which he drected his
executors “shall find my son’s son to scoll at Potton by the space of 2 years with such
cattle” as his father left him to pay for it [ABP/R3f.12].
Volume 81 published by Bedfordshire Historical Records Society (2002) is a series of
episcopal visitations undertaken in the first twenty years of the 18th century, edited
by former County Archivist Patricia Bell. At each visitation a list of questions was sent
out in advance, one of which enquired about the provision of schools in each parish.
In 1709 the vicar wrote: “There is no lecture, Schole, Almeshouse, or Hospital
endowed within this parish” and in 1720: “Schools There is nothing of this kind”. The
early history of education in Potton can be found in the north transept of the church.
Here are a number of boards recording charitable bequests for educational purposes.
The various boards read as follows:






John Snitch late of this Parish gave ONE HUNDRED Pounds to be put out at
Interest June the twelfth One Thousand Six Hundred & Eight Seven, the
Interest thereof to put out Poor Children born in this Parish of Potton Prentice
[i.e. to apprentice them in a trade].
BENEFACTION to the Poor of Thomas Parish which sum was laid out
Towards buying the TOWN LAND – John Burgoyne of Sutton Esqr gave Forty
Pound Thos Bromsal of Potton Gent gave Ten Pounds Edn Halfhyde of
Potton Gent gave Ten Pounds Thos Halfhyde of Potton Gent gave Ten
Pounds William Spinkes Draper of Potton Five Pounds UPON TRUST to pay
and apply the Clear Yearly Rents of the said Premises, after deducting Taxes
&c. Yearly and every Year for ever, unto and Towards the Maintenance of a
School-Master, who shall be of sufficient Capacity to Teach and Instruct
Children in Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. The School-Master must
constantly reside in the Parish of Potton and must duly attend the hearing of
Divine Service in the Parish Church there and must faithfully apply himself to
the Teaching of all such Children born of Parents who shall be legal
Inhabitants of the said Parish of Potton and be members of the Church of
England as by Law established as shall be nominated or chosen and
committed to his Care by the said Trustees, their Heirs or Assigns. No Child
or Children to be put to School under the Age of nine Years. And no such
Child or Children to be Taught for any longer time than three Years when
such Child or Children shall be removed, and another or others shall be
placed in the said School, in the stead of the Child or Children who shall be
removed. And such Children are not to exceed eight in number at any one
time or in any one Year [c. 1699].
ALEXDR ATKINSON late this Parish Gent died Novr ye 8th 1712, gave ye
Sum of Thirty Pounds to be Paid to ye living for ever, ye interest of which to







be receivd yearly by the Minister of this Parish for Preaching A Sermon
annually ye Sunday after his decease. ALSO he gave ye sum of Thirty
Pounds to this Parish for ever ye interest of which to be Paid for Teaching
Poor Children to learn to Read
MARY TOTTNAM Spinster of this Parish February ye 2nd 1728 gave ye
Parish ye Sum of Sixty Pounds to purchase freehold land ye rents thereof one
third part to be paid to the Minister of Potton, to Preach A Funeral Sermon the
Sunday after ye 2nd of febr yearly for ever. One other for ye Poorest Widows.
Ye rest for Poor Children to learn to Read.
HENRY WARD January ye 24th 1739 gave Sixty Pounds to ye Church
Wardens of this Parish, to be put out at Interest & to pay TWENTY
SHILLINGS to ye Minister of this Parish to Preach A Yearly Sermon on ye
Sunday next after the 24th Day of January, & to pay the rest of ye Interest
Yearly towards teaching of Poor Children to Read.
1826 THOMAS JOHN BURGOYNE ESQUIRE of Stratford Place St. Mary-lebone gave the ORGAN: and FIVE POUNDS A Year for ever to promote
PSALMODY. – ALSO he Conveyed a Freehold Orchard at Bassingbourne; IN
TRUST equally between this PARISH and FELTHAM in Middlesex: the
POTTON Moiety of the Rent to be added to and laid out with the Income of
the DONATION given by DAME CONSTANCE BURGOYNE [in 1711] for
teaching poor Children to read and write.

In 1818 a Select Committee was established to enquire into educational provision for
the poor. This was no doubt prompted, in part, by the recent foundation of two
societies promoting education and specifically the building of schools. The Society for
Promoting the Lancasterian System for the Education of the Poor was established in
1808 promoting schools run along the lines pioneered by Joseph Lancaster, who had
himself copied those of Dr. Andrew Bell, in which older children taught their younger
fellows. The Society was renamed the British and Foreign School Society in 1814,. It
was supported by a number of prominent nonconformists, Lancaster himself was a
Quaker, and sought to teach a non-sectarian curriculum. In answer to this perceived
nonconformist takeover of local education the National Society was formed in 1811 to
encourage the teaching of poor children along Anglican lines, including the
catechism. The Select Committee sent a questionnaire to all parishes in the country
asking for: particulars relating to endowments for the education of children; other
educational institutions; observations of parish needs etc. The reply sent by Potton’s
vicar was as follows under the heading “particulars relating to endowments for the
education of youth”: “A boys school, in which 8 are instructed; the master’s salary is
£20 per ann.; and 3 girls schools, in each of which 7 are educated; the mistresses
have £2. 11s. each; the funds are invested in trustees”. Under the heading “other
institutions for the purpose of education”: “”A small school containing about 35
children”. Under the heading for remarks the vicar wrote: “The poor are without
sufficient means of education; but the vicar is of opinion that if the charities were
condensed and applied towards the establishment and support of a public school, it
would be of essential service to this parish and the adjoining villages”.
In the country generally the number of schools built continued to grow over the next
fifteen years so that by 1833 the government agreed to supplement the work of the
two societies, and local benefactors, by making £20,000 per annum available in
grants to help build schools. It also prompted another questionnaire to be sent to
each parish in England asking for details of local educational provision. Potton
replied: “Ten Daily Schools, containing 70 males and 109 females; one is partly
supported by an endowment arising from charity lands, for which 10 males receive
instruction, and three by small endowments, amounting to 50s. annually, for which 18
children are instructed; the rest by payment from the parents. Two Day and Boarding
Schools; one containing 26 females, the other (commenced 1823) 36 males. Two
Sunday Schools, in which 110 males and 105 females are gratuitously instructed”. In

those days a Sunday School was just that, a school which met on a Sunday, usually
in the church or nonconformist chapel or other similar building, teaching more than
the religious topics with which they are associated today.
The next national enquiry was in 1846/7 when the Church of England made an
enquiry as to all its church schools. This was against the background of a new Whig
government which championed secular education and the increasing importance of
nonconformists, particularly Wesleyan Methodist, and Roman Catholics in providing
schools. The vicar replied that there was a Sunday School for fifty children of each
gender and a daily school for forty girls “These schools are maintained by the
Clergyman; a schoolroom is wanted, for which £100 has been collected”. This
schoolroom was complete by 1848 and stands just across the road from the church,
now serving as a church hall. It was listed by English heritage in November 1986 as
Grade II, of special interest. It is an attractive building, constructed from small
elongated pieces of ironstone laid in a herringbone pattern with red and mottled red
brick dressings around the windows, doors and other places. The porch has some
ashlar work and the roof is composed of clay tiles with bands of fishscale tiles. There
is a 20th century extension to the rear. The listing notes: “Included for group value
and for a treatment of materials peculiar to this part of the County”. The school was
conveyed by the vicar to himself and the churchwardens and their successors in
1882 [P64/29/2] as a Sunday School and church hall when it ceased to be used as a
daily school.

The church hall February 2013
The first Education Act was passed in 1870 (more correctly it was known as the
Elementary Education Act). It was a milestone in the provision of education in Britain
demonstrating central government's unequivocal support for education of all classes
across the country. It also sought to secularise education by allowing the creation of
School Boards. These were groups of representatives, elected by the local
ratepayers and the Board had the powers to raise funds to form a local rate to
support local education, build and run schools, pay the fees of the poorest children,
make local school attendance compulsory between the ages of 5 and 13 and could
even support local church schools, though in practice they replaced them, turning
them into Board run schools (known as Board Schools). Naturally, and luckily for
local historians, the Act required a questionnaire of local schools in 1870. The reply
stated that there was “No efficient school” and that accommodation was required for
140 infants and 210 older children.

Potton Pound

The pound marked on a map of 1884
A pound was a form of manorial justice and exaction. It was an inclosed space where
straying animals and goods taken from people who had forfeited on fines were
placed. The animals or goods could only be redeemed by their owner paying a fine to
the Lord of the Manor. The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains
information on the county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each
entry can now be found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The entry for
the pound on Everton Road [HER 10667] states that it is not shown on a manorial
map of 1754 [W2/9]. Indeded, at that date the pound was in Gamlingay Road. The
entry for that pound [HER 10660] notes that it was quare and stood on a triangular
space on the junction of Hatley Road with Gamlingay Road. The inclosure map of
1832 shows neither Gamlingay Road, nor Everton Road pound.

The site of the pound in Gamlingay Road August 2013
In 1936 Bedfordshire Historical Record Society published Volume III of its Survey of
Ancient Buildings series. This contained a survey of pounds in the county written by
J. Steele Elliott. He wrote the following: “The brick-built Pound was demolished about
1915. It stood at Pound End on the north side of the Everton-Gamlingay road nearly
opposite to the Biggleswade turning and close to the Rising Sun Inn”. It is marked on
the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 25 inches to the mile map for Potton as seen above.

The site of the pound on Everton Road August 2013

Home Farm Potton

Home Farmhouse February 2013

Home Farmhouse was listed by the former Department of Environment in January
1976 as Grade II, of special interest. The house has origins in the 17th century though
re-worked in the two succeeding centuries. The main block is timber-framed with
colourwashed plaster over the exterior. There is a 19th century addition at the rear in
colourwashed brick. Both structures have clay tiled roofs. The early block has two
storeys and attics and the later part just two storeys.
In 1908 the farm, together with Cross Roads Farm, was owned by Henry Smith of
Potton Manor and had a total of 291 acres, 3 roods, 3 poles [X726/1]. Smith willed
the farms to spinsters Lucina Elizabeth Smith of Brighton, spinster, Emilie Gladys
Lind Smith of Potton as trustees for sale. He died in 1915 and twenty years later
Lucina and Emilie, together with Grace Eugenia Smith of Potton Manor, tenant for
life by the will of George Smith, conveyed the farms to Percy Malcolm Stewart along
with cottages, Spencers Farm of 241 acres 3roods 3ppoles and 1acre 26 poles of land
with a sand pit. Stewart was chairman of London Brick Company and responsible for
building Stewartby. He immediately gave all the land to the Land Settlement
Association Limited.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting Home Farmhouse found that it
was now separated from the farm itself. The property was, of course, still owned by
the Misses Smith and was occupied by Augustine Ambrose Comerford who, Kelly’s
Directory for Bedfordshire for 1928 tells us, was a veterinary surgeon. No rent is
given in the valuer’s notebook.
The ground floor comprised: three reception rooms; a kitchen (“no scullery”) and a
larder. The first floor contained six bedrooms but no bathroom and the second floor
has three small, disused attics. Outside stood a one-car wood and tiled garage. The
valuer noted: “Former two loose boxes now partitioned off into vet’s kennels”. There
was also a brick and tiled store room with a loft over, a brick and slate dispensary and
a “large garden”.

The farm itself [DV1/H9/71b] contained the following buildings: a brick, wood and
slated hen house; a seven horse stable with a loft over and chaff house; two wood and
slate barns; a wood and slate three bay open shed, loose box and four bay open shed; a
wood and slate four bay open shed, store and six bay open shed; two wood and slate
pigsties; two wood and slate barns; a wood and slate five bay cart shed; two wood and
tiled stores; a brick and tile boiling house; two brick and tile five bay open sheds; a
wood, tile and corrugated iron barn and chaff house; a wood and tile hen house and
three pigsties; a brick, wood and slate granary with a loft over; a brick and slate for
stall stable; a brick, wood and slate garage with a loft over; a wood and slate pigsty
and three bay open shed; a brick, tile and slate malting used as a potato store with a
loft over; a brick and tile three bay open shed; a brick and tile malting with a loft over
used as a potato store; a brick and thatch potato store; a brick, wood and slate potato
store with a loft over and a wood and tile three bay open shed in a meadow.
In 1950 the Land Settlement Association conveyed the farms to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food [X726/8]. In 1976 plans were submitted
[PL/P/MB76/1122] for approval to build the housing development around the
farmhouse which is in existence today [2013].
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List of Potton Rectors and Vicars

The church from the south-east February 2013

Advowson
Volume II of The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire was published in 1908. It
noted that the advowson of the church was always owned, not surprisingly, by the
Lord of the Manor of Potton Rectory until 1602 when Rowland Litton alienated the
advowson to Henry Godfrey, who transferred it to Sir Humphrey Winch, a justice of
King’s Bench, in 1618. Curiously, in 1698 Potton’s advowson was purchased by a
charity in another parish, the Maynard Charity of Thaxted in Essex.
In 1931 Cockayne Hatley was brought into union with Potton as a united parish. In
1959 the Vicar of Potton also began to hold Sutton. The three churches still have
their own churchwardens and parish officers but share an incumbent. At the time of
writing the advowson is divided into four to reflect this, with choices of incumbent
being taken by turns, the first, third and fourth by the Lord Chancellor (representing
the final fates of the advowsons of Potton and Cockayne Hatley) and the 2nd by
Saint John’s College, Oxford (which holds the advowson of Sutton)

The parish vexillum February 2013

List of Vicars





































Ralf Foliot, Archdeacon of Hereford and clerk to King Henry II (1154-1189);
appointed by Saint Andrew's Priory at the King's request to a perpetual
vicarage: c.1181 or 1184;
William de Avalun; he had been clerk to King David I of Scotland (11241153), Earl of Huntingdon; he was forced on the Priory of Saint Andrew’s at
the expense of part of its pension, Ralf retaining his vicarage: c.1186;
Thomas de Sancto Edmundo: another former clerk of King David I: 1202;
Benedict de Burgo, deacon: 1239;
Walter de Merton; he was consecrated Bishop of Rochester in 1274 and was
Lord Chancellor 1261-1263 and 1272-1274;
Thomas de Stratton, subdeacon and holding the living of Jakeden which he
resigned: 30th October 1274;
John de Cancia, on the death of the last incumbent: 8th April 1280;
John de Sudington, clerk; on the death of Philip de Kancia; when presented it
was found that he was not in holy orders and custody of the parish was given
to the Archdeacon of Bedford until the next ordination when he became a
subdeacon on 21st December 1286 and he was then instituted: 14th
November 1286;
Ralph Beler, on the death of John de Sodyngton: 12th December 1323;
John de Dalby, subdeacon; on the resignation of Ralph Beler: 31st July 1324;
John de Denton, chaplain; on exchange from Luyceburgh [Loughborough?]
Rectory: 1st October 1325;
Richard de Eccleshale, clerk; on the death of John de Dentone [from the
Black Death?]: 13th February 1349;
Thomas de Eccleshale, clerk; on the resignation of Richard de Eccleshale:
8th June 1349;
Richard de Eccleshale, Rector of Wyttele [Whitley, Berkshire?], by exchange
with Thomas de Eccleshale: 2nd January 1352;
Richard de Stratton, priest; on the resignation of Richard de Eccleshale, who
exchanged to Offelegh Rectory [Offley, Hertfordshire?]: 16th July 1381;
Henry Maupas, priest; on the death of Richard de Stratton: 19th October
1393;
William Rycheman, chaplain: 8th April 1403;
John Gurry, Rector of Wolverhampton [Staffordshire]; on exchange with
William Richeman; his will is dated 1416: 11th February 1415;
Robert Eddyngley, chaplain; on the resignation of John Gurry, who
exchanged to Driby Rectory [Lincolnshire]: 1st July 1416;
Thomas Cotes, chaplain; on the death of Robert Eddyngley: 15th April 1419;
Thomas Atkins;
William Atkynson, priest; on the death of Thomas Atkins: 27th June 1515;
Thomas Fetherston, priest; on the death of the last incumbent: 25th October
1537;
William Pollarde: 25th May 1546;
Christopher Chapman: clerk; on the death of the last incumbent: 25th August
1546;
John Hassell: 17th August 1554;
John Vorgeri;
Thomas Acworthe, clerk; on the death of John Vorger: 10th June 1562;
John Clarke; vacant by the resignation of Thomas Ackworth: 16th June 1574;
Thomas Crabtree M. A., clerk; in his will dated 4th May 1616, proved 8th May
1618 he asks to be buried in the chancel: 22nd December 1592;
Thomas Ward: 1616;
James Durrant: 1st December 1618;
Samuel Moulton, clerk; buried 15th November 1629: 2nd February 1622;

































Isaac Turner B. A.; on the death of the last incumbent: 17th December 1629;
George Shieres M. A.; on the death of the last incumbent; sequestered: 2nd
January 1631;
John Kinge; he intruded in 1647;
Esdrae Marshal: 1659;
Thomas Haxby M. A.; he was ordained the day before his institution; he was
buried on 5th May 1693; his will is dated 27th April, proved 8th June 1693:
23rd December 1667;
Ralph Emerson B. A.; on the death of the last incumbent; a licence of nonresidence was granted on 4th March 1697 [see below]: 25th September 1693;
Robert Hicks A. M.: on the cession of Ralph Emerson; he died in 1745; 12th
July 1720;
John Jackson, clerk; on the death of Robert Hicks: 27th June 1745;
William Woodhouse, clerk; on the death of John Jackson; he was also Rector
of Hardingstone [Northamptonshire] and Prebend of Westminster: 4th June
1746;
William Affleck B. D.; on the death of the last incumbent; he was also Rector
of North Luffenham [Rutland]; he died on 8th September 1806 and was buried
in the cemetery of Saint Marylebone, London: 13th May 1783;
Richard Whittingham, clerk; on the death of last the incumbent: 24th
September 1806;
Woodward Clarke Bidwell B. A.; on death of last incumbent: 24th July 1845;
W. H. Evans: February 1888;
Gorges Fettipace John Gwynne Gwynne: June 1890;
Charles Gregson: August 1901;
Alfred Long: January 1905;
Arthur Shillito: May 1912;
Robert Sutton Bagshaw: July 1915;
Arthur William Collins: September 1938;
Henry Thomas Pimm: November 1942;
Albert Henry Willson Cleaver: September 1946;
John Gordon McKinley: December 1951;
Cecil Verden Appleby Longden: 1959;
Philip Henry Cecil: 1967;
Ian Joseph Stewardson: 1973;
Ian W. Arthur: 1983;
V. Wyn Beynon; 1997
Gill Smith: 2009.

Memorial to Richard Whittingham detail February 2013

Visitations
Volume 81 published by the Bedfordshire Historical Records Society (2002) is
devoted to returns made during episcopal visitations to the county by the Bishop of
Lincoln in the early 18th century, edited by former County Archivist Patricia Bell. It
throws some interesting light on non-residency and the general state of the church in
the parish. At this date it was common for a rector or vicar to not live in the parish he
nominally served, often because he had more than one, and so employed a curate to
undertake their parochial duties for him. The returns for Potton are as follows:






1709: “He [the vicar] is beyond Sea. Mr. Henry Odel Curate. His Stipend is
£30 per Annum and Surplesse fees. He lives in the parish. Priested Richard
[bishop of] Peterborough 7 June 1696. Licensed as Curate 3 July 1702 …
One Adult of Anabaptist [Baptist] parents, baptized. Communicants at Easter
last 104. The sacrament generally large”.
1712: “The Vicar is abroad, Preacher to the English Factory at Hamburgh.
The Curat lives in the Parish, but not in the Vicarege House. His stipend is
£30 per Annum. None Un-baptized. All of Age are now ready to be
Confirmed. Divine Service twice every Lord’s day, once Litanie and Holy-days
… Communions 4 times a year. About 120 usually receive”.
1720: “The Reverend Mr. Hickes Vicar of Potton does not reside Personally
upon his Cure. He resides at present in London. He has a residing Curate.
His name is Ralph Heathcote. He has resided 8 weeks. He does not live in
the Vicarage house. His allowance is 40 li. Per Annum. Unbaptized I do know
of some few. The Publick Service is read in the Parish Church of Potton twice
every Lord’s Day, once every Holy Day, Wednesday and Friday throughout
the Year … the sacrament is administered four times in the year and there
are about 90 or 100 who usually communicate. I know not exactly the number
of communicants at Easter last, but believe there might be about the same
number”.

The Crucifixion in the south aisle east window February 2013

Ecclesiastical Census
On Sunday 30th March 1851 a census of all churches, chapels and preachinghouses of every denomination was undertaken in England and Wales. The local
results were published by Bedfordshire Historical Records Society in 1975 as Volume
54, edited by D. W. Bushby. The return for Potton church was made by the vicar,
who noted the following pieces of information:





There were four hundred free seats and the same number of others;
The general congregation was three hundred with sixty Sunday scholars in
the morning;
The general congregation was five hundred with sixty Sunday scholars in the
afternoon;
“Wet Day. Average 500/600”.

View into the north porch from the north February 2013

Losses in the Great Fire of Potton
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service is lucky in having a
contemporary (1784) book on the Great Fire of Potton. It is entitled:
THE
GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE
LOSSES,
AND
THE STATE OF THE
Collections and Distributions,
ON ACCOUNT OF THE
FIRE,
Which happened at POTTON, in the
County of Bedford,
On THURSDAY the 14th Day of AUGUST, 1783
The book is particularly useful, in this pre-census era, because it lists everyone in
Potton who lost money and/or property on account of the fire together with an
estimate of their loss. The names are as follows (asterisks indicate that the amount
claimed was not considered for relief):


































William Simms, butcher - £116/3/11
George Hatley, glazier – £233/1/John Rogers, cooper - £48/4/3
James Newport, victualler - £15/15/11
William Fitzjohn, tailor - £9/3/5
John Youd, fellmonger - £449/9/6
William Crook, victualler and tailor - £283/9/10
William Freeman, carpenter - £12/4/William Buckle, shoemaker - £24
Thomas Buckle, shoemaker - £13/15/6
Mary Tear, executrix of William Tear, bricklayer - £365/8/6
John Gilbert, farmer - £98/9/6
William Richardson, basket maker - £63/2/10
Rev. Mr. Whittingham - £236/15/6 [perhaps Richard Whittingham who
became rector in 1806]
Jonathan Woodcock, tailor - £6/18/6
*Mr. John Kitchin, baker - £2,308/15/6
Peter Pettite, victualler - £272/2/6
William Emery, shoemaker and grocer - £106/5/6
John Emery, shoemaker and farmer - £60/16/Thomas Smith, tailor - £38/1/8
His Daughter - £5/2/John Miller, carpenter - £74
*Thomas Skegg, draper - £37/17/6
Sarah Rayment, widow - £20/17/*Mr. Thomas Raymond, farmer and maltster - £249/5/Mr. John Toller, farmer - £511/6/6
*Mr. John Raymond, woolstapler - £5,174/6/9
*Mr. Thomas Hankin, gentleman - £45/13/10
Mr. Charles Franklin, surgeon - £550/9/4 Mr.
John Butler, woolstapler - £331/12/6
Livet Frank, breeches maker - £24/8/Mr. John Edwards, baker - £1,554/10/John Samm, baker - £201/12/-




























































*Robert Squire, mealman - £69/16/6
William Devereux, servant - £317/16/Thomas Heath, waggoner - £43/11/6
William Verley, corn chandler - £41
Jane and Liddy Samm, milliners - £15/10/11
*Mr. John Long, farmer - £16/16/John Smith, innholder [The George] and farmer - £704/13/2
Anthony Corley, shopkeeper - £22/10/John Dennis, butcher - £207/2/11
Mrs. Langhorne, widow - £251/17/Mr. John Pedley, attorney at law - £287/10/9
*William Dobson, victualler - £29/4/6
John Hine, barber - £105/10/3
Richard Read, surgeon - £90
*Mr. James Ind, brewer - £34/2/6
Robert Musgrave, maltster - £80/11/Mr. Henry Winn, grocer and chandler - £629/15/7
Mr. Robert Topham, saddler and hatter - £238/15/Lady Hewitt, widow - £218/2/Richard Lunnis, farmer - £24/4/John and George Emery, curriers - £23/12/6
Ann Brown, widow - £18
John and William Franklin, waggoners - £32/5/*Mr. William Fowler, brewer - £165/5/Executors of Nicholas Sparks (deceased) - £51
Miss Patrick, schoolmistress - £140
Joseph Farr, farmer - £50
William Mean, innholder [The Crown] and farmer - £369/13/10
Thomas Thompson, barber - £10/8/6
John Giles, tailor - £0/12/11
Miss Mary Sheffield - £8/19/6
Thomas Meeks, carrier - £50/4/*John Peppercorn, farmer - £15/8/Catharine Edwards, widow - £111/5/10
*George Cooper, mealman - £25/12/*Mark Norman, mealman - £31/13/Sarah Dennis, widow - £5/4/John Waters, labourer - £6/13/8
John Underwood, labourer - £6/2/2
Widow Walsome - £7/8/Joseph Houten, labourer - £1/2/3
James Lovell, labourer - £7/6/3
Widow Armitage - £1/3/John Powell, labourer - £2/14/William Reynolds, labourer - £1/12/Widow Squires - £0/18/3
Charles Smith, labourer - £7/1/8
James Brown, labourer - £12/4/10
John Theobalds, labourer - £2/18/Widow Rowe - £7/7/Frances Theobalds, widow - £7
Ann Truelove, servant to Mr. Franklin - £2/12/Ann Huckle, servant to George Hatley - £1/16/Mary Moss, servant to Mr. Hankin - £3/18/11
Sarah Waters, servant to Lady Hewitt - £2/12/11
Hannah Carter, servant to Mr. Smith at the George - £1/2/Thomas Medlock, servant to Mr. Kitchin - £1/4/6
Thomas Handley, servant to Mr. Skegg - £0/8/6























































John Reynolds, servant to Mr. Edwards – £1/8/Thomas Dust, ostler at the Crown - £5/7/10
Widow Arnold - £18/16/Ann Williamson, servant to William Crook - £0/17/James Giddings, servant to Mr. Edwards - £3/8/Cooley Finch, labourer - £76/3/Henry Rich, wool comber - £7/15/Ann Kirkland, servant to Mr. Pettite - £1/5/Robert Fuller, servant to Mr. Kitchin - £1/15/John Medlock, servant to Mr. John Raymond - £1/17/John Peele, servant to Mr. John Raymond - £1/8/6
Thomas Newberry, servant to Mr. Franklin - £18/16/Susanna Huckle, servant to Mr. Pedley - £1/3/10
John Barker, journeyman to Mr. Kitchin - £1/11/Thomas Stocker, servant to Mr. Toller - £2/12/George Barker, mat maker - £2/3/Ann Munns, servant to Mr. Edwards - £7/2/Elizabeth Gregory, servant to Mr. Pedley - £6/4/10
Elizabeth Stanford, servant to Mr. Topham - £2/0/10
John Peacock senior, labourer - £5/15/6
John Peacock, servant to Mr. Winn - £2/5/6
Elizabeth Rowney, servant to Mr. Smith at the George - £1/4/6
Thomas Finding, servant to Mr. Smith at the George - £1/3/Elizabeth Norman, servant to Mr. Winn - £4/1/William Knights, labourer - £1/2/6
Mary Newbrook, servant to Nicholas Sparks, £1/3/6
Mary Osborne, servant to Mr. Kitchin senior - £2/18/Thomas Southo, servant to Mr. Smith - £1/1/John Charles, a Minor - £8/12/John Storton, labourer - £0/16/9
Jane Richardson, servant to John Dennis - £0/14/4
William Corley, labourer - £7/8/9
Richard Daniel, labourer - £0/18/John Finch, servant to Mr. Edwards - £1/1/Sarah Thompson, servant to William Mean at the Crown - £4/17/Alice Boston, servant to Mr. Porteus - £4/4/2
Ann Careless, servant to Rev. Mr. Whittingham - £3/10/Mary Manton, servant to Rev. Mr. Whittingham - £1/9/Elizabeth Bimson, servant to Mr. T. R. Rayment - £1/7/6
William Lumbis, servant to Mr. T. R. Rayment - £1/11/6
Elizabeth West, servant to Mr. Coe - £2/9/6
David Thorne, barber - £10/11/6
Francis Mayes, victualler - £23/1/Mary Smith, servant to Mrs. Hankin senior - £2/11/6
Ann Darlow, servant to Mrs. Wingfield - £4/5/6
Mary Lincoln – a servant - £0/10/The Right honourable Lord Viscount Torrington - £1,700
The Right honourable Earl Spencer - £400
The Revd. Mr. Monoux and Miss Wingfield - £1,800
Mrs. Porteus - £100
Matthew Rugeley, Esq. - £290
Mr. T. R. Rayment - £1,600
Mr. John Livelong - £1,3—

Total: £25,625/19/-

Military and Civil Defence in Potton in World Wat Two
The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains information on the
county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be
found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The material shows that World
War Two left quite an impression on Potton. On the side of the road from Deepdale to
Everton was a loading ramp forming part of an ammunition dump [HER 17969]. The
ramp is where the ammunition was transferred from lorries to a narrow gauge railway
for transfer to the woods where it was stored. There were originally four such ramps
and the single track railway included a loop at the Everton Road end where trains
could turn round. The railway was used for a year before being replaced by lorry
relays. A military camp lay at Potton Manor [HER 17965]. Today a street called The
Manor occupies the site. The camp was later used as a prisoner-of –war compound. A
number of tank traps were positioned around the parish. These were either concrete
blocks or steel angle irons designed to prevent the progress of vehicles including
lorries, armoured personnel carriers, armoured cars and tanks. The HER lists the
following locations: Just west of Potton Brook Bridge – angle irons [HER 17953];



















At Potton station – brick and reinforced concrete cubes five feet long, broad
and high; two more may have been situated opposite the Red Lion [HER
17954];
On Gamlingay Road - angle irons, of which one was still visible in 1983 [HER
17957];
On Sandy Road just east of the Deepdale junction – five concrete cubes and
angle irons [HER 17958];
In Everton Road just west of the Willow Road junction – angle irons [HER
17961]
Potton was also the site of a number of pill-boxes. These were concrete
strongpoints designed for a small garrison; they would fire small arms or antitank weapons from them and so they were sited at strategic points in any
anticipated enemy line of advance. The following pill-boxes have been
identified:
A ruined pill-box stands at Hatley Road near the junction of Sutton Road –
just the first three courses of brickwork are visible [HER 10688];
South of Hatley Road near the junction with Church Causeway – brick built
and measuring 7 feet 6 inches each side with 18 inch thick walls and a 2 inch
thick roof with corrugated iron beneath [HER 10689];
On Wrestlingworth Road just south of The Baulk [HER 17955];
Just south of Station Road at The Paddocks [HER 17956];
South of Myers Road – it is now used as a garden shed for a house in Bayards
Green [HER 17960];
At Brook End on the east side of the modern Brookfields [HER 17962];
On Everton Road just opposite the junction with The Heath - it was situated on
a slope and sunk well into the ground with only the gun slots visible [HER
17964]
A former pill box on Potton Road just west of the Deepdale junction – blown
up by the army early in the war [HER 17968];
Deepdale - a portable pillbox with a steel turret [HER 17970]

Some places in Potton had spigot mortar bases installed. The mortar had a firing
mechanism at the rear and was attached to the swivel base, often with a trench around

the base to give the firing team some protection. Mortars were a simple form of light
artillery used to break up infantry attacks or drop smoke to obscure the battlefield.




On Gamlingay Road [HER 17950];
Just north of Myers Road west of the junction with Common Road [HER
17951];
On Biggleswade Road nearly opposite the football ground [HER 17963].

A number of properties in Potton were used for civil defence in World War Two.
Linden Lodge, home of Doctor Anderson, was used as a Rescue Party depot and was
later upgraded as a First Aid Point [WW2/AR/CA/1/1/4]. Home Farm in Horne Lane
was owned by the Land Settlement Association Limited and tenanted by A. C.
Andrews. It was used as an ARP Wardens’ post from April 1941 [WW2/AR/CA/1/1/4
and WW2/AR/C/2/103]. Another Wardens’ Post was established in the Market
Square in a purpose brick-built structure, relinquished to Bedfordshire County
Council in April 1946 [WW2/AR/CA/1/1/4 and WW2/AR/C/2/255]. The Chequers
Inn at Brook End was used for garaging an ambulance from May 1944
[WW2/AR/C/2/234].

The former Chequers March 2007

Incidents in Potton in World War Two
Bedfordshire was not much affected by loss of life due to bombing raids in World
War Two compared with some areas of the country – a total of 125, of whom no less
than 108 were killed or died in Luton. Potton saw a number of incidents during World
War Two.






On 30th October 1940 two high explosive bombs were dropped at Vicarage
Farm [WW2/AR/CO/2/2];
On 9th April 1941 four high explosive bombs were dropped three hundred
yards north-west of Biggleswade Road [WW2/AR/CO/2/3];
On 19th October 1944 an RAF four-engined Stirling bomber from RAF
Tempsford crashed near Potton Cemetery, killing the crew of five
[WW2/AR/CO/2/3 and WW2/AR/C/2/244];
On 14th February 1945 another Stirling from Tempsford crashed in Potton,
this time at Deepdale. It was as the result of a mid-air crash with a USAAF
Mustang fighter from Steeple Modern [Cambridgeshire](which crash landed in
Cambridge Road, Sandy). All eight crew of the Stirling were killed as was the
pilot of the Mustang [WW2/AR/CO/2/3 and WW2/AR/C/2/248].

Potton Before 1086
The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains information on the
county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be
found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. Potton has a number of sites
showing prehistoric or Romano-British settlement.
A number of sites can only be classed, tentatively, as prehistoric and field walking or
excavation would be necessary to confirm or disprove this hypothesis. An area of
irregular cropmarks south of Gamlingay Heath [HER 657] has been identified as
prehistoric. They are generally indistinct but appear to be largely oriented north-east
to south-west. West of Gamlingay Road, Potton Brook and the railway are a series of
marks which have been identified as trackways and roughly rectangular enclosures
[HER 660]. Cropmarks south of Bury Hill [HER 15083] are rather obscured by alluvial
deposit but may be rectangular enclosures.
The earliest datable finds from Potton date to the Neolithic. An unpolished green
stone axe was found in the parish [HER 14799] and in January 2008 another
axehead was found south-east of Eagle Farm [HER 18579].
A number of Bronze Age sites have been identified. A ditch and a pit visible as
cropmarks at Vicarage Farm [HER 743] may be late Bronze Age or early Iron Age.
The remaining sites are ring ditches. A ring ditches is usually taken to be the remains
of a Bronze Age round barrow in which the dead were buried. A ring ditch was
identified as a cropmark near sand quarrying west of Potton Brook [HER 658] but
when the area was stripped back for sand extraction in 1980 no Bronze Age remains
were found. Another ring ditch has been identified north-west of Poultry Farm and
east of Gamlingay Road [HER 661]. It appears to lie at the junction of two trackways.
A further two ring ditches have been identified as cropmarks east of the junction of
Hatley Road with Sutton Road [HER 2812]. Another ring ditch has been identified
north of Standalone Farm and just south of Wrestlingworth Road [HER 15084]
standing adjacent to the corner of a rectangular enclosure.
An Iron Age enclosure and trackway have been identified as cropmarks near
Vicarage Farm [HER 743]. A small quantity of slag, from ironfounding, has been
found in the locality as well as sherds of pottery from the late Bronze Age through to
the middle Iron Age. An Iron Age coin was found in Potton in 1858 [HER 18694].
Roman-British settlement in Potton is seen in an area of sand working west of
Gamlingay Road [HER 658]. During sand extraction in 1980 a ditch was revealed
which contained Roman pottery from the 1st and 2nd centuries AD. This ditch may
have bordered a Roman road. A Roman coin was found in Sutton Mill Road in 1979
[HER 11307], the coin was silver and so was probably a denarius of the 1st or 2nd
century.

Potton Church Alterations and Additions

The church from the west February 2013
Most of the structural history of the church can be found in detail in Bedfordshire
Historical Record Society Volume number 77 of 1998 Bedfordshire Churches in the
Nineteenth Century: Part II: Parishes H to R, put together by former County Archivist
Chris Pickford from numerous sources some held by Bedfordshire and Luton
Archives and Records Service and some held elsewhere or published. Early in the
16th century the north chapel was demolished. From 1698 the Maynard Charity of
Thaxted in Essex was responsible for the upkeep of the chancel because it had
purchased the advowson and was thus the lay rector.

View from the south aisle towards the north aisle February 2013
The earliest known work on the church dates from the 18th century. Two of the bells
are dated 1706 and between 1714 and 1782 there are a number of faculties by which
people bought private pews [ABF3/153-173] including the Rugeley, Haselden,
Hearne and Franklyn families. When Rev. G. R. Boissier visited the church in 1827
he reported “The north aisle crowded with galleries”. One of the bells was recast in
1785 and another in 1797.

The pulpit February 2013
Work was carried out on the church in 1805 and in 1811 [P64/5/5]. The church was
whitewashed in 1806 and the following year scarlet cloth with a silk fringe was used
to trim the reading desk and scarlet serge was used to line the churchwardens’ pew
[P64/5/5]. Twelve fire buckets were obtained in 1812 from Sun Fire Office [P64/5/5]
and a new iron chest for the parish registers was purchased from Thomas Hagger in
1822.

Potton church around 1820 [Z49/1080]
In 1823 Archdeacon Bonney undertook a visitation and found the church in poor
condition and ordered a decalogue (a board with the Ten Commandments written on
it) and a board with the Creed erected at the east end [P64/5/1]. He also ordered the
windows on the south side to be restored [P64/5/1] and later the west window in the
tower [P64/5/1]. He tried to force Maynard’s Charity to repair the chancel windows
but they got a court ruling that they only had to do this if the windows were not
weatherproof.

Board commemorating the Thomas John Burgoyne Charity February 2013
In 1825 Thomas John Burgyone gave an organ to the church and endowed a charity
for the organ and a choir to sing psalms as a board in the north transept relates. In
1836 Bedford architect Charles Swepson drew up plans, executed the following year,
to remove the old galleries, re-seat the nave and aisles and erect a new west gallery
on iron columns [P64/1/6, P64/2/2/43, P64/8/1].

The font February 2013
A cracked bell was recast in 1844, the lead over the south aisle replaced in 1846 and
extensive repairs carried out to the south side of the church and the nave roof
between 1847 and 1849 [P64/5/5]. About 1848 the south porch was demolished and
part of the south wall collapsed as a consequence. The repaired wall was shored up
by two buttresses. The top of the tower was restored in 1850, an embattled parapet
was added and the stair turret raised. It was around this time that the Norman font
was restored with cement.

A lithograph showing the view looking east about 1840 [P64/28/19]
WA was a pseudonym used by John Martin, the librarian of Woburn Abbey for a
series of pen portraits of Bedfordshire churches published in the Northampton
Mercury in the years either side of 1850. These pompous, vituperative and
opinionated pieces are good reading. Martin wrote about Potton in the issue of 12th
June 1852: “The chancel is clean and in good order; the timber roof is lowered from
its original height, and by this means it cuts the arch”.

The interior looking east March 2007
“Pews are erected in this part of the church, where they should be especially
wanting, and has been often observed, if singing galleries were cleared away, the
square boxes in naves and aisles restored to original open benches, there would be
no necessity for such disfigurement. But the cry for their abolition has gone forth too
lonely to be long resisted, and their expulsion is fast going on. The day is not far
distant when it will reach the ears of church curators in this county, low as it stands in
the scale of intellectual improvement”

The door at the eastern end of the north aisle leading to the former rood loft
February 2013
“The ancient stall seats appear to have been converted into chairs for the altar. The
rood-loft door is so concealed by the wood forming the pews, as to be hardly
discernable; several vestiges of what was once the rood screen are to be found in
parts of the church, pieced into the pews”.

The interior looking west March 2007
The timber roof is in good preservation, and has escaped the plasterer’s brush,
liberally dispensed elsewhere. Scraping off this abomination was contemplated.
Gallery, organ, and a preposterous painting of Regal heraldry, shut out the tower
arch, and have rendered necessary opening a fan-light to dissipate some of the
darkness caused by these things”.

The view west from the pulpit February 2013
“Half of the nave is occupied by open seats, the remainder by pews, among which
one with a red lining, and two wands painted, or and azure [yellow and blue], is
singularly prominent, and indicates the sittings of the worshipful churchwardens. It is
carefully preserved during the week from dust and dirt by linen coverings. A singular
addition to these wooden deformities is seen here; the pews are on an ascending
scale, towards the chancel, of course, rendering the view of the officiating minister
very difficult for those occupying the open seats”.

The church from the south-east February 2013
“The font is destitute of its lead or water drain, but their place has been supplied by a
copious substitution of hard cement. The wall of the south aisle is literally in danger
of falling, and only kept in its place by two gigantic specimens of bricklayers’ work
placed against it”.

The church hall February 2013
“We will only add, in conclusion, that if the churchmen of Potton would display half
the energy of the Dissenters of the same town, who seem to have unindated [sic] it
with chapels (one of which is a really elegant structure) there would be no lack of
funds for the preservation of their beautifully situated church, and they might hope to
see a school somewhat larger than the present little new built structure with its
handful of children”.

The eastern most window in the south aisle February 2013
In 1855 stained glass medallions were installed in the east window. In 1873 and 1874
the church was re-pewed, the west gallery removed, after just thirty six years, a new
pulpit provided, and the floor relaid with tiles – total cost £862. A new stained glass
window was inserted in the south aisle around the same time. In 1878 a window in
the chancel was filled with stained glass in memory of the late vicar. The organ was
improved in 1879.

The chancel east window February 2013
In 1888 the archdeacon reported that the church needed repairs, especially the
chancel. The work was carried out the following year at a cost of £779 and included
repairs to the north side of the building and a new floor and stalls in the chancel. The
same year the east window was filled with stained glass, the old one being removed
to the south chapel. In 1890 a new wooden screen was erected between the chancel
and the vestry. A new bell was added, making six, and all rehung on a new frame in
1891 and 1892.

The organ February 2013
A new organ was installed in 1893 and another stained glass window the following
year, this time in the north transept. Communion rails and front choir stalls were
purchased in 1902 [P64/2/2/17] and a reredos, designed by J. S. Alder in 1905,
which was erected two years later [P84/2/1/19].

The chancel screen February 2013
In 1921 the chancel screen and rood were installed [P64/2/2/23]. Electric lighting was
installed in the church in 1947 [P64/2/2/29]. The church was restored in 1949 and
again in 1963 [P64/2/2/30-46

Potton Church Architecture

The church and former vicarage March 2007
This large church stands on a hill quite some way from the centre of the town. The
first mention of the church is in 1094 but already by 1107 it a separate chapel of
ease, dedicated to Saint Swithin, indicating that the church was some way out of
town even by that date.

The church from the north-east February 2013
The building is constructed from a mixture of brown cobbles and ironstone and has
some ashlar dressings. It comprises: a chancel; a south chapel; a nave; a north
transept; a north aisle; a north porch; a south aisle and a west tower. There used to
be a north chapel but this was demolished in the early 16th century. A south porch
was demolished about 1848.

The north side of the chancel February 2013
The plain font is Norman. This may come from an earlier building on the site or from
elsewhere. The oldest surviving parts of the fabric date from the 13th century and the
chancel is partly of this date, there is a lancet window which splays out inside, in the
north wall. The chancel was reworked in the 15th century as evidenced by the threelight east window. Two medieval seats with decorations known as misericords
survive in the chancel.

The interior looking east February 2013
Like the chancel the nave has 13th century origins, though mostly belonging to the
next century. The nave has a clerestory to allow in more light with five windows on
each side.

A column in the south aisle February 2013
The south arcade has five bays and dates from the late 13th century. The columns
are square, with semi-circular projections on each face. The aisle was reworked in
the 15th century as evidenced by the windows.

View from the south aisle towards the north aisle February 2013
The north arcade and so, presumably, the aisle itself, is 14th century and has
octagonal columns. Like the south aisle the north aisle was reworked in the 15th
century. The north doorway is 14th century. The porch, however, is a century later
and has a room, called a parvis above, which is reached by stairs at the south-east
corner.

The north porch from the west February 2013

The north transept has a rood stair inserted in the 15th century for access to the rood
loft at the junction between the chancel and the nave. It now contains the various
charity boards.

The door at the eastern end of the north aisle leading to the former rood loft
February 2013
The south chapel dates from the 16th century. It has two windows in the couth wall
and one in the east.

The west tower March 2007
The tower dates from the 15th century. It has a semi-circular stair turret at the northeast corner.

The church from the south-east February 2013

Potton Churchyard

Ann Rugely's gravestone March 2007
Saint Mary's churchyard contains a very fine collection of eighteenth century
gravestones carved with angels, skulls and various scripts. One gravestone records
a grisly death: “A few bones, the only remains (through the Great Fire) of Nicholas
Sparkes, were buried on August 22nd, 1783”. He was the schoolmaster.
The pictured tombstone is of Ann Rugeley. She was wife of Henry Rugeley,
innkeeper at the Crown in the Market Place. A brief and tentative history for her can
be put together from parish records. She was born Ann Chambers in Bedford and
she was baptised at Saint Cuthbert's on 2nd November 1670. She married Henry
Rugeley (who was younger than her having been born in 1673) at Saint Peter de
Merton in the town on 19th July 1699 and presumably moved straight back with him
to Potton. The Potton parish register records baptisms of their children: Ann, the first
born was baptised on 27th April 1700, having been born a week earlier; Frances was
born on 26th August 1701 and baptised five days later. Next came the first Henry,
born on 1st February 1703 and baptised a fortnight later, sadly he was buried on 26th
January 1704, not quite a year old. Susannah was born on 4th January 1705 and
baptised on 21st January and Rowland was baptised on 20th November 1706.
Another Henry came next, baptised on 26th September 1708. Sadly, just like his
brother he died as a baby, being buried on 10th October in that year. Lastly came a
third Henry, born on 28th August 1709. Happily this Henry survived into adulthood
and succeeded his father at the Crown. Ann was now in her 39th year and does not
seem to have born any more children. Her tombstone reveals that she died on 1st
February 1733, she was buried three days later, aged 62; her tombstone says 65 but
this sounds suspiciously like a rounded up date. Henry himself, an Overseer of the
Poor for the parish in 1714, curiously, has no entry in the Potton burial register but
does have a gravestone, showing that he died on 25th March 1756, aged 83.
The churchyard was enlarged in 1842 by the Rev. Richard Whittingham (who wrote
of the Great Fire when he was serving as curate in 1783). The old churchyard was
closed for new burials (except in vaults and existing grave spaces) in 1879 and the
new churchyard was closed three years later; all further burials in Potton would be
undertaken at the new cemetery in Sandy Road.

Potton Fire Stations

The old fire station, now a community centre & town council offices, March 2013
Following the Great Fire of Potton in 1783 there was, no doubt, demand for a properly
functioning fire brigade. We know that there was some sort of local brigade by 1810 because
in that year the churchwardens’ accounts refer to “Mr. Hatley’s bill for church work and
engines £4 15s. 0d.” [P65/4/14]. In 1812 a dozen new buckets were bought from the Sun Fire
Office and in 1814 the engine was once again repaired, costing £13/12/6 [P64/5/14]. More
repairs were undertaken in the late 1830s [P64/21/8e]. The fire engine house seems to have
been built on land given by the Lord of the Manor, Mr. Whitbread. At this date fire engines
were simple horse drawn or manhandled carts on which sat a manual pump to which hoses
could be attached. By the end of the 19th century the manual pump had been replaced by a
more powerful steam driven device and so the fire engines were often known as steamers.
Despite the various repairs the engines were not in a very good state by 1844 and a vestry
minute [P64/8/1] notes: “It was resolved that Mr. Miller inspect the Fire Engines and report
the state of them to the churchwardens with a view to their being put into an efficient state”.
The Bedfordshire Mercury of 10th October 1859 reported on a serious fire in a steam mill in
the centre of the town and commented on the efficiency, or lack of it, of the town brigade. An
excerpt commenting on the brigade reads as follows: “The town engines, if they are worthy of
that name, were at once sent for, and on their arrival the men in charge used their utmost
exertions to prevent the devouring element from spreading to the adjoining buildings and
property. But in spite of everything that could be done the fire appeared to rage with greater
fury than ever, and in a short time there was very reasonable ground for fearing that the mill
would not be the only place that would be destroyed. And well it might rage, for with two
such engines as these which were brought to bear on the flames it was next to an impossibility
to extinguish them, and one might as well expected to have put out the great fire at Messrs
Pickfords a year or two ago with half a dozen water squirts such as children play with, as to
have imagined for one moment that nay good would arise from such a trumpery supply of
water as they discharged”. A fire engine from Biggleswade proved as useless as those from
Potton and only the private fire engine of the Whitbread family made any difference.
In 1878 a Volunteer Fire Brigade was formed in the town and soon tested by a terrible fire in
June that year, which caused significant damage in the block bounded by Blackbird Street,
Sun Street, Bull Street and Chapel Street. The Bedfordshire Mercury noted on 12th April
1879 that there had been a false alarm in order to test the brigade. It noted that the brigade’s
efficiency was crictically hampered by the fact that they did not have their own horses and
had to borrow some whenever they were needed. The following year, however, the brigade
was complimented in the paper on the way it put out a local fire. In 1882 the local gas
company refused to supply gas to the engine house in order to light it. The Bedfordshire
Mercury of 27th September 1884 reported that it took the brigade an hour to reach a serious
fire in Waresley [Cambridgeshire], just five miles away. In 1889 the engine house, which had
been enlarged, was re-opened. The Bedfordshire Mercury reported on 8th February 1889:
“An interesting gathering took place on Friday, the 8th instant, the occasion being the opening
of the Engine House and new Reading Room. The engine house having previously consisted

only of the room where the engine and implements were housed, the Brigade were compelled
to hold their meetings at a public-house and they had long desired to have a private room of
their own. This want having been known to Mr. J. Poole Wagstaff, of Manor Park, he
generously undertook to supply, entirely at his own expense, the needed addition. Before
doing this Mr. Wagstaff endeavoured to acquire a suitable site which would permit of a town
hall, institute and reading room being constructed under one roof but failing to obtain one, he
gave instructions to Mr. Samuel Woodman, builder, to carry out the wishes of the Brigade.
The roof of the engine house was taken off and the walls raised, and rooms, consisting of a
reading room, dressing room and lavatory, constructed. The rooms and match-boarded and
varnished inside, and the dressing room fitted with lavatory [i.e.a wash basin] &c. Over the
roof a handsome bell turret (the design of Mr. Wagstaff) has been erected, and a powerful bell
hung; whilst the inside of the rooms have been fitted with gas. A large and elegant lamp has
been fixed over the door, above which is a stone bearing the following inscription: - “Erected
in commemoration of the Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, by J. Poole Wagstaff, J. P.,
D. L., High Sheriff of Bedfordshire 1887””. “On the 8th Mr. Wagstaff, at the request of the
Brigade, attended and formally opened the rooms and dedicated them to the use of the
Brigade. He said that he was pleased to have been enabled to add to the comfort of so useful a
body of men, and hoped they might live long to enjoy the use of the rooms. He asked them all
to do him the honour of dining with him”.

Plaque on the old fire station March 2013
In 1897 the clerk to the parish council was instructed to make enquiries as to how the council
could take over management of the brigade’s appliances “with a view of granting money to
keep the same in repair”. It was subsequently proposed that £10 a year be allowed to keep the
appliances in working order and that a committee to inspect the appliances be formed
[PCPotton1/1/1]. Subsequent minutes detail repainting of the engines, supplies of new hoses
and other maintenance. A very important step was taken in 1913 when thirty three fire
hydrants and standpipes were erected to supply water [PCPotton1/1/1].

Potton Fire Station and Reading Room about 1900 [Z1138/91]

In 1916 the decision to maintain the appliances itself was reversed by the parish council. The
minute reads: “That the parish Council appoint the Fire Brigade to maintain and manage the
Parish Fire appliances, to have sole control at all fires and … have appliances tested”. In the
case of a fire the Parish Clerk was to submit an account of the charges to the various Fire
Insurance offices for their use of the parish appliances [PCPotton1/1/1]. In 1918 Mr.
Whitbread offered the site of the engine house to the parish council who were to maintain it as
a fire station. The offer was accepted and a conveyance drafted and signed on 3rd June that
year [PCPotton1/1/1]. The following year the council again decided that they should look
after the fire engine. A minute reads that the council was “to ask the Fire Brigade to seriously
consider the advisability of vesting the Steam Fire Engine in the Parish Council”
[PCPotton1/1/2]. A month later it was proposed “that the Fire Brigade be requested to return
to the Parish fire station all hose and appliances purchased by the Parish Council”
[PCPotton1/1/2]. A Fire Appliances Committee was formed in 1920. In 1938 all county,
borough, rural and urban district councils were constituted as fire authorities by the Fire
Brigades Act. Authorities, in the case of Potton this would have been Biggleswade
Rural District Council, were required to provide “the services for their borough or district of
such a fire brigade and of such fire engines, appliances and equipment as may be necessary to
meet efficiently all normal requirements”. In 1941 all fire brigades in the country were
combined under the auspices of the National Fire Brigade to allow better co-operation in
attending large bombing incidents. The Fire Services Act 1947 transferred local brigades to
county councils or county boroughs, Sandy’s station and brigade thus became part of
Bedfordshire Fire Brigade, now [2013] Bedfordshire and Luton Fire and Rescue Service. In
1955 the fire station was again enlarged. New accommodation was provided and the cost was
nearly £5,000 [FSM1]. The station was formally re-opened on 20th July 1957. The bay for the
fire engine had been enlarged and an inspection pit provided. A former garage had been
converted into a watch room, clothes drying room and muster room. There was a new kitchen
as well as toilets and washing facilities [X758/10/26]. By the early 1970s it was apparent that
the old fire station was no longer satisfactory. A new purpose built station was constructed a
short distance away in Bury Hill, where it remains at the time of writing [2013] and it was
opened in February 1974 [X758/10/26]. The old fire station was transferred to Bedfordshire
County Council in September 1975 for use as a community centre [CRT130Potton12].

Potton Fire Station August 2013

Potton in 1086
Domesday Book was commissioned by William the Conqueror (1066-1087) at
Christmas 1085. It was designed to show who held every piece of land in the newly
conquered Kingdom of England. It was known colloquially as the Domesday Book
because it was seen as being as final as the Last Judgement and as difficult to
conceal things from. The book does not cover the whole country - Cumberland,
Durham, Northumberland, and Westmorland were omitted and London and
Winchester likewise, along with some other towns. A separate book, called Little
Domesday covered the counties of Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk and, despite its name,
it is actually bigger and more detailed than the Great Domesday Book containing the
other counties.
There were two manors in Potton, both held by Countess Judith, a niece of the king.
The larger of the two, ten hides, was held directly by the countess herself, with no
tenant. The manor included a mill, a watermill on the Ivel as windmills were unknown
in England before the last quarter of the 12th century, and a "pasture for the village
livestock". The manor included eighteen villagers, two freemen, thirteen smallholders
and three slaves. These were the heads of household and to form a rough guess of
the population one would need to multiply these figures by at least four, suggesting a
total population of about one hundred and fifty or so (including the family noted
below).
In 1066 the manor had been worth £13, when held by Earl Tostig. He was a brother
of King Harold, killed fighting against him on the side of Norwegian king Harald
Hardrada at Stamford Bride in 1066. A small part of the manor, one hide, one virgate
had been held by four local freemen. By the time Judith acquired the manor it had
sunk in value to one hundred shillings but had risen to £12 by 1086. The reason for
the diminution in value of so many Bedfordshire manors, it has been suggested, is
that they were predated upon by William the Conqueror's armies as they moved
north and east to quell rebellion.
The other small holding of Judith's was half a virgate, tenanted by a man named
Hugh. In 1066, when, like the main manor, held by Tostig, it had been worth two
shillings, but, contrary to its larger neighbour the value had risen to five shillings by
the time Judith acquired it and had remained at that value until 1086.
Interestingly Potton had a number of manors which lay in other parts of the county
attached to it. Two of these were held by Countess Judith – in Cockayne Hatley and
in Everton, and one, Chalton near Blunham, was held by the wife of Hugh de
Grandmesnil.

Potton Manor

Potton Manor about 1920 [Z1306/91]
Former Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service staff member Norman
Parry did some research on paintings of the old manor in 1992 [CRT130Potton30].
He discovered that this building was pulled down around 1874.
The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains information on the
county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each entry can now be
found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The entry for Potton Manor
[HER 4334] notes that it was built about 1870. This is confirmed by directories for the
period. The Post Office Directory for Bedfordshire of 1869 has James Wagstaff living
in Royston Street. By 1876 Mrs. Wagstaff is listed as living at Potton Manor.
The entry describes that mansion as Italianate and built of brick with a patterned
slate roof. The brickwork was coloured, partly yellow and partly white. The building
comprised two storeys and attics with a central three storey tower beneath a roof in a
pyramid shape. Around the north and west sides was a cast iron and glass
conservatory which later had a corrugated roof. East of the house was a complex of
one storey additions which were painted white.
A snapshot of the building comes in 1927. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925
specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to
determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county was assessed in 1927
and the valuer visiting Potton Manor [DV1/C12/26] found it owned and occupied by
William Smith. The property stood in huge grounds – 27.422 acres.
The ground floor comprised: an office measuring 16 feet 6 inches by 11 feet 6
inches; a kitchen; a large scullery; a dairy; a boot room; a butler’s pantry; a lavatory
basin and W. C.; a billiard room measuring 32 feet by 17 feet; a ball room (“disused”)
measuring 42 feet by 25 feet with two additional bays measuring 18 feet 3 inches by
25 feet 6 inches and 13 feet by 7 ft 6 inches; a drawing room measuring 15 feet by
23 feet; a conservatory measuring 70 feet by 16 feet 6 inches and 17 feet by 20 feet;
a dining room measuring 21 feet 3 inches by 15 feet and a disused cellar.
The first floor comprised: a bathroom and adjoining lavatory area (in the sense of a
place to wash); two dressing rooms; a bathroom, lavatory and W. C.; a sitting room

measuring 11 feet 6 inches by 14 feet; a housemaid’s pantry and four bedrooms
measuring 21 feet 6 inches by 15 feet, 15 feet by 13 feet 9 inches, 16 feet 6 inches
by 12 feet and 14 feet square. The second floor comprised three maids’ bedrooms in
the room, which intercommunicated and four box rooms.
Outside were two heated glasshouses and a wood and tiled barn used as a large
cow shed. There was a gardener’s cottage built as a lodge bungalow and comprising
a scullery, kitchen and sitting room as well as two bedrooms and a groom’s cottage
comprising three bedrooms, a living room and a scullery. Brick and slate stabling
included a coachhouse, a garage for two cars, three loose boxes and a engine room
with a Crossley gas engine and pump. The valuer commented: “grounds extensive,
wooded, large lake with boat house”. Another 3.742 acres used as a grass field stood
opposite the house.
The valuer noted that the modern brick and slate electric light plant was disused.
There was hot water for heating and gas was laid on. Overall, though, the property
was in “poor condition”. Another hand has written: “Not used to its proper uses.
Electric light disused. Grounds going derelict. Might be a lovely place. Wire netting
opposite front door to stop fowls!!”

Potton Manor about 1900 [Z50/91/44]
Directories list James Poole Wagstaff as living at the Manor from about 1877 to
about 1906. The directory of 1910 lists Frederick Gouldthorpe Smith as living there.
Norman Parry noted of the Smith family: “Originally living at Home Farm the family
moved to the 1870 Potton Manor when William purchased it in 1915”. His daughter,
Emilie Gladys lived to be 103, dying in 1991 and was the last member of the family
who had been landowners in the area since the 18th century. Directories record
William at Potton manor in 1920, 1924, 1928 and 1831 and Emilie herself in 1936
and 1940, the last directory for the county. The family is commemorated in the Henry
Smith Playing Fields.
In 1963 Potton Manor was put up for sale: the sale catalogue [AD1147/44] stated:
"Built partly of brick and partly of wood framing with stone foundations, roofed partly
with 1/4" lead, partly slated and partly felted, this large country mansion stands
completely in its own grounds, about 20 acres in all. The accommodation is planned
on three floors, and has a superficial floor area of approximately 8,000 square feet.
The property is at present commissioned for light industrial research research and

the owners are prepared to sell the cranes, hoists, apparatus, machines etc. at
valuation to the purchaser. This is a property suitable for use as a laboratory, or
when fittings have been removed, as a private dwelling. Planning Permission has
been granted for one 5,000 square feet extension to the building, and for 15 houses
to be built in the grounds for research and residential purposes, in connection with
the owner's use of the building. This is also valid for allied companies (purchasers)".
The purchase price was £22,000.
The house was pulled down in the 1980s and the grounds used for a housing
development by Potton Timber Company . Two roads of houses now lie on the
southern part of the grounds – The Manor (more or less on the site of the house
itself) and Judith Gardens, named, presumably, after Countess Judith, owner of
Potton in 1086.
A detailed history of the building was written by T. C. M. Ball in 1997. It was
published by Potton History Society under the name: Potton Manor, an Enigma.

The junction of The Manor with Gamlingay Road August 2013

Potton Maps
The map below shows the town of Potton at the time the parish underwent its second
parliamentary inclosure in 1832. To see a larger version please click on the image.

Potton in 1832 [MA58/1]
The four maps below are sections of the 1st and 2nd Ordnance Survey 25 inches to
the mile series maps for Potton. To see a larger version please click on the relevant
image.

The northern part of Potton in 1884

The main part of Potton in 1884

The northern part of Potton in 1901

The main part of Potton in 1901

Potton Market

The Clock House February 2013

Volume II of The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire was published in 1908. It
stated: “The right of hlding a weekly market and fairs belonged to the Lord of Potton
Manor from earliest times. Before the reign of King John (1199-1216) it was held on
Sundays, but in 1203 the day was altered to Saturday on which day a market is held at
the present time. In 1287 William le Latimer claimed a weekly market in Potton. In
1501 the king [Henry VII] granted to John Burgoyne the profits of tolls of market in
Potton for fourteen years and in 1544 Thomas Burgoyne received a perpetual grant of
a Saturday market [W2087] and it is subsequently found attached to the manor.

Potton Fairs
Volume II of The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire was published in 1908. It stated:
"In 1227 Henry Braybrook, Lord of Potton Manor, received a confirmation of his right to
hold an annual three days' fair on the feast of Saint James in July [25th]. Four yearly fairs
were confirmed to Richard Burgoyne, then lord of the manor, by Charles II (1660-1685) in
1670, viz. on the third Tuesday in January, the Tuesday before Easter, the first Tuesday in
July and the Tuesday before Saint Luke's Day [18th October] and fairs are still held at times
corresponding to the first, second, and fourth of these dates".

Death By Lion
The Northampton Mercury of 22nd April 1826 has a short article on a most unfortunate death
which had befallen a Potton man. The article appears below.
"On Thursday the 13th instant an Inquisition was taken at Potton ... on view of the body of
William Circuit, aged 45 years, who came to his death in a singular manner. It appeared that
on the preceding Monday se'nnight [week] a show of wild beasts was exhibiting at Potton,
and the deceased, although in a state of intoxication, went into the show for the purpose of
seeing them. Being, however, under the influence of liquor, he was not sufficiently cautious,
but imprudently approached to that part of the caravan in which a lioness was confined, and
supported himself by leaning against the side of her den. The savage animal immediately
struck at his arm with her paw, and inflicted a very serious wound, which was described as
being about three inches in length, and an inch in depth; so as to render the bone visible. The
wound, however, was not considered to be of a dangerous description; and the deceased was
not confined to his bed till the last day or two, when symptoms of mortification appeared, and
the deceased died in rather a sudden manner, during the time that a person was in the act of
dressing the wound. - Verdict accordingly".

Potton Primary Schools

The schools about 1900 [Z50/91/59]
On 19th February 1875 Potton became the 26th School Board formed in the county.
School Boards were established by the Elementary Education Act 1870. This was, in
part, the beginning of the secularisation of education in this country. School Boards
were groups of representatives, elected by the local ratepayers and the Board had
the powers to raise funds to form a local rate to support local education, build and run
schools, pay the fees of the poorest children, and make local school attendance
compulsory between the ages of 5 and 13. They were intended to replace church
and chapel schools or provide a school where no school had previously been.

The schools
on a map of
1884
Potton had a
number
of
small schools
but, as the
vicar
acknowledge
d in his reply
to
the
questionnaire
sent
out
about
the
1870
Act
there was “no
efficient
school” and accommodation was needed for 210 juniors and 140 infants. The Potton
School Board was dominated by nonconformists and raised sufficient money to build
two schools in Chapel Street which opened in 1876; one was for infants and the
other for juniors. In 1885 the junior school split into separate departments for boys
and girls.
A land mark Education Act was passed in 1902, coming into effect in 1903. It
disbanded the School Boards and gave day to day running of education to newly
formed Local Education Authorities, usually the county council, as in Bedfordshire.

The old Board Schools thus became Council Schools. In 1904 the separate
departments for boys and girls united to form a junior mixed school once more.
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has a scrapbook of cuttings of
visits made to most Bedfordshire Schools by School Inspectors for a period from just
before the First World War through the inter-war years [E/IN1/1]. Both the infants’
and junior schools have two inspection reports before they were reorganised in 1925.
The infants’ department was visited on 18th July 1911 when average attendance was
139. The inspector wrote: “The results of the instruction are probably as good as can
be reasonably expected considering the disadvantageous circumstances under
which the work is carried on. Owing to inadequate floor space free movements
cannot be indulged in and the physical needs of the children do not receive proper
attention. In both rooms useless galleries take up much needed floor-space, there is
no effective separation of the classes in the main room and some of the desks used
by the First Class are unsuitable, the children being compelled to adopt unhygienic
postures when using them. The brightness and life which could characterise a good
Infants’ School are, therefore, absent and despite the good intentions and hard work
of the Teachers there is much left to be desired which the Local Education Authority
alone can render possible by providing more suitable and adequate accommodation”.
The junior school was visited the following year: average attendance was 261. “This
Department has been visited several times since it was last reported upon, and on
every occasion it was found in a thoroughly satisfactory condition. The organisation is
skilful, the methods are good, and in all the classes the teachers work
conscientiously and well, and the children make good progress. The First Class is
exceptionally well taught. If arrangements could be made for the older boys to have
lessons in Woodwork, the usefulness of the School would be much increased”. The
schools were not visited again until well after the Great War. The juniors were visited
in November 1922 and January 1923 when average attendance was 260. The report
read: “During the past two or three years there has been a considerable number of
changes and at times a shortage of Staff and the work of the school suffered to some
extent. The Staff now seems a settled one, the changes which have been made
within the last three or four months are all to the good, and a forward movement may
be expected. Details of the work at the present moment are as follows”.
“Arithmetic is good in Classes I and II; it is weak – but with every prospect of
improvement – in Class III, and also in a considerable section of Class IV. Writing is
good on the whole in the two upper classes, and mostly satisfactory in the two
middle, but in the bottom classes it is in many cases quite capable of improvement.
Composition (Classes I and II) is fully of average merit. Reading is hardly above fairly
good in the bottom class, and speech needs some attention; it is better in Class V –
which is a little noisy at times – and really good in Class IV, where distinctness of
speech is a marked feature. Recitation is distinctly above average. Geography (Class
I) is in most respects good on the whole, but History is less satisfactory; in Class II
both these subjects were far from strong when the present teacher came, but here
again there is a good prospect of improvement. Drawing is good in Classes I and II
but only fairly good in Classes III and IV. Physical Exercises were inspected in four
classes; in Classes II and III they are capably handled and promise well, Class IV is
satisfactory on the whole, Class V is fairly good. Much of the Singing is very
creditable, but rather more progress might be made in the middle part of the school”.
The infants’ school was visited in November 1922 when average attendance was
122: “This school is going on well. The first class is very capably taught; the children
are trained to deal with difficulties as they arise, receiving from the Teacher just the
right kind of help. They make good progress especially in Reading. Handwork also is
good, and Singing is thoroughly enjoyed. The second and third classes are making
adequate headway – and the lowest class is very suitably handled. The teaching

throughout the school is thoroughly kindly and the general atmosphere is bright and
cheerful”.
In 1925 the junior school broke, once more, into separate departments for boys and
girls and the infants were added en bloc to the girls department. In 1925 the school
premises were inspected. “Both departments need redecoration. In the Boys’
Department the centre of the room used by Classes 4 and 3 is very dark. Additional
light, and additional hopper openings for ventilation are wanted here. There is an
offensive collection of decaying rubbish just over the wall which, at a distance of 5 or
6 feet divides the S. side of the school from the offices and coppers of some
cottages. The smell from it is unpleasant and enters the S. windows in the boys’
Department. In the Girls’ department the stove pipe in the room used by Standards III
and IV is broken. The cloak room is rather overcrowded and clothes overhang. I
should draw attention to the possible danger to the girls in Standards I, II and III if by
any chance a fire broke out; there is only one exit: a door into the cloak room might
prove very useful”.
The boys’ school was visited in January 1928 when average attendance was 122.
“The present Headmaster took charge of this department when the school was reorganised three years ago. He has introduced a new spirit, quickened the life of the
school and laid the foundations of a new tradition. Organisation and supervision are
efficiently carried out and the teaching is effective. Judging from examinations the
general standard of work reaches a satisfactory level. The boys show keen interest in
their studies, they are responsive in oral lessons, and they work assiduously in
private study. Tone is good, and the future of the school under its present direction
appears very promising. It is hoped that a new Centre for Handicraft and Domestic
Subjects may be provided here before long”.
Despite the hope for “a new tradition” there was no real time for one to develop. The
rather retrograde distinction between boys on one hand and girls and infants on the
other, was swept away in 1931 when the schools were reorganised again, this time
as a mixed junior and a mixed senior school. Both schools were visited in 1937 and
the report on the junior school read: “This school has six classes with 193 children on
the books; four of these classes are under one roof, the other two are in different
parts of the Senior School building across the playground. There is no hall and no
free room that can be utilised as such. The school, is well organised. Teachers and
children appear happy and interested in their work and satisfactory results are
obtained. The Speech Training deserves special commendation. New methods,
involving training on individual lines in Number, reading and some written work were
introduced last year. Useful records of individual progress are also kept. It is pleasing
to note that some of the apparatus has been made by the teachers themselves. The
progress of this work will be watched with interest. The children are well behaved; the
older ones take responsibility for a number of small duties and perform them with
quiet efficiency. The attention of the Managers is drawn to the dirty state of the
school floors”.
The third of the great Education Acts was that of 1944 which established the principle
of County Primary Schools for children up to the age of 11, at which time they took
an examination to determine the nature of the secondary school they would attend
until they were 15, the most academically able going to grammar schools, the rest to
secondary or secondary modern schools. Potton Council Junior School thus became
Potton County Primary School.

The site of the old Potton schools August 2013
In the 1970s Bedfordshire County Council introduced comprehensive education,
doing away with the 11+ examination and grammar schools and introducing a tier of
school between the old County Primary and County Secondary Schools. Thus Lower
Schools now taught children aged 4 to 9, Middle Schools from 9 to 13 and Upper
Schools from 13 onwards. The only school left in Potton, the county primary, thus
became a lower school and moved to new premises in Everton Road which was built
in 1973. The old school in Chapel Street continued to be used for some activities until
closure in 1980. It was demolished in 1982 and houses now stand on the site. The
school house, however, 14 Station Road, remains.

Potton Lower School August 2013

Potton Pubs

The Adam and Eve Inn
The Axe and Compasses Beerhouse
The Barley Mow Beerhouse
The Bell Public House
The Bird in Hand Beerhouse
The Blue Ball Inn
The Bricklayer's Arms Public House
The Bull Public House
The Bushel and Strike Beerhouse
The Chequers Public House
The Cock Beerhouse
The Cross Keys Public House
The Duke of Wellington Beerhouse
The Eagle Beerhouse
The Fox and Crown Public House
The Gardener's Arms Beerhouse

The George Inn
The George and Dragon Public House
The Green Man Public House
The Horse and Jockey Public House
The King's Arms Inn
The King's Head Public House
The King's Hussars Beerhouse
The Locomotive Public House
The New Inn
The Old Coach House Hotel
The Queen's Head Public House
The Railway Beerhouse
The Red Cow Beerhouse
The Red Lion Inn
The Red Lion Public House
The Rising Sun Public House
The Royal Oak Public House
The Shannon Public House
The Sun Public House
The Talbot Inn
The Three Blackbirds Public House
The Three Horseshoes Public House
The Two Brewers Beerhouse
The White Hart Inn
The White Lyon Inn
The White Swan Public House
The Woolpack Public House

Potton Registration and Early References
In 1672 Charles II issued a Declaration of Toleration for Protestants dissenting from the Church of
England; this had the effect of some dissenting meeting houses registering with the Secretary of State.
The Toleration Act of 1689 enshrined the right of protestants to dissent from the Church of England
and, once again, encouraged meeting houses to register voluntarily with local quarter sessions and
Anglican church. Registration provided protection against persecution, laying a duty of protection upon
magistrates and so was popular with nonconformists. Most registrations were made with quarter
sessions until the middle of the 18th century, presumably due to the mutual antagonism of
nonconformists and established Church. However, from that point registration with the Church, via the
local archdeaconry began to become the favoured method, because the archdeaconry Registrar would
issue a licence at any time rather than during the days each quarter when the quarter sessions met.
Visitations by the Bishop of Lincoln to Bedfordshire in the early 18th century give some idea as to the
number of nonconformists in each parish from returns made by the vicar or rector. Former County
Archivist Patricia Bell has compiled returns from 1706 to 1720 for the Bedfordshire Historical Records
Society (Volume 81, published 2002); information for Potton includes the following:




1706: the parish: “contains 240 families, out of which 2 are of Quakers. No other whole
family of Dissenters nor any Meeting house. No Papist or reputed Papist lives in it;
1709: “2 or 3 families Independents. One family of Quakers”;
1720: “About 5 families Presbyterians and 3 Quakers … There is a place said to be licensed
for a meeting house [see below] for the Presbyterians but has been no assembling in it for
these 3 months last past neither is there any Teacher belonging to it”.

Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service has a reasonable number of registrations of
nonconformist meeting houses in both the Quarter Sessions and Archdeaconry of Bedford archives.
Registration continued through the 19th century even though persecution faded away - this was
because registered buildings were allowed to claim exemption from parish poor rates, were exempt
from control by the Charity Commission and were allowed to be licensed to carry out marriages. These
things meant that registration became almost compulsory in practice for well established nonconformist
meetings. This is fortunate for the local historian because sometimes the only surviving references to a
nonconformist meeting occur as registrations. One drawback with the registrations are that they do not
usually inform the reader of the particular type of denomination involved, though sometimes it is
possible to infer it from other evidence.
Edwin Welch researched the history of registrations in Bedfordshire for Bedfordshire Historical
Records Society Volume 75 Bedfordshire Chapels and Meeting Houses [published in 1996] and found
the following for Potton:







1716: the dwelling house and outhouses of Thomas Lake, glover, were registered by John and
Samuel Hensman [P64/7/1);
1758: the dwelling house of Jeremiah Negus in King Street was registered by Negus himself,
who was a plumber and Thomas Clerk of Everton, a servant [ABN1/1, ABN2/10];
1758: Negus and Clerk also registered the dwelling house of Esther Gatward [ABN1/1,
ABN2/12];
1761: a malting in King Street was registered by Thomas Thorn and George Gatward, both
woolcombers [ABN1/1, ABN2/19];
1788: a barn of Edmund Bumbery was registered by Bumbery himself, John Emery, John
Rogers, George Emery and William Reynolds [ABN1/1, ABN2/58];
1789: a barn of Martha Miller, widow, was registered by Martha herself, John Miller,
carpenter, John Rogers, cooper, Elizabeth Rogers, John Miller, glazier, S. Pedley, Richard
Whithead and Martha Norman. The registration states: “being desirous of worshipping God
according to the rules of his written word, and the dictates of our own Consciences” [ABN1/1,
ABN2/63].

Potton Schools in 1904

The schools about 1900 [Z50/91/59]
Bedfordshire County Council became Local Education Authority for the county in
1903, following the Education Act 1902. In 1904 the County Surveyor reported on the
condition of all the council and voluntary schools in the county under LEA control,
excluding those on Bedford and Luton Boroughs which had their own executive
arrangements. The surveyor's report [E/SA2/1/1]] took the form below.
Potton Group of Council Schools.
POTTON COUNCIL SCHOOL (MIXED AND INFANTS)
GENERAL WORKS
SANITARY WORKS
HEATING & VENTILATION
NEW WORKS

£127/3/7
£220/0/0
£105/15/£85/0/0
£537/18/House.

GENERAL WORKS
SANITARY WORKS
HEATING & VENTILATION
NEW WORKS
TOTAL

£49/11/2
£10/0/0
£10/0/0
£69/11/2
£607/9/9

Potton Schools and House (Council)
INFANTS’ BLOCK
Brick built, with stone dressings and slated roof
Main Room – 46 feet 6 inches by 19 feet 3 inches by 14 feet to 17 feet 6 inches
Lighting, by nine windows, is fairly good. Ventilation is by seven opening lights, and
three ceiling openings. Six Tobin Tubes and an Exhaust Ventilator should be
provided. Heating by an open fire, and a stove.
Cloak Room – 7 feet 9 inches by 7 feet 6 inches by 10 feet 9 inches to 15 feet.
Lobby 7 feet 9 inches by 5 feet 9 inches by 10 feet 9 inches to 15 feet. Concrete
floor need repairing Lighted and ventilated by two windows.
Class Room - 19 feet 3 inches by 16 feet by 14 feet to 17 feet 6 inches. This room,
is not too well lighted by a three-light window. Ventilation by two lights and ceiling
opening. Four Tobin Tubes and one Exhaust Ventilator are necessary. Warming is by

a Stove. The chimney smokes badly. The chimney stack should be carried up three
feet higher, to clear the ridge.
Cloak Room – 15 feet by 6 feet 9 inches by 8 feet 3 inches to 10 feet 6 inches This
is lighted and ventilated by a window.
Internal Renovation, also External Repairs and Painting These should be done
next season.
Water Supply There is none nearer than the master’s house, which is some
distance away. Lavatory by Lobby needs water providing, also a waste drain.
Play Grounds These need rectifying, and surface water drains providing.
Steps off Street Several of these need renewing.
MIXED BLOCK OF BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ SCHOOLS
Boys’ Main Room – 41 feet 3 inches by 20 feet 3 inches by 14 feet 3 inxto 17 feet 6
inches. This is fairly lighted by four windows. Ventilation: Seven lights open, also two
ceiling openings. Five Tobin Tubes and one Exhaust Ventilator should be provided.
Warming is by two open fires.
Boys’ Class Room (next Girls’) – 21 feet 9 inches by 14 feet by 14 feet 3 inches to
17 feet 6 inches This is shut off by a wooden partition only. It is badly lighted, and
should have a good dormer light provided. Lighting by windows 5 feet 6 inches by 3
feet 4 inches and 5 feet 6 inches by 5 feet. Ventilation: Two lights open. Two Tobin
Tubes and an Exhaust Ventilator should be provided. Warming is by an open fire.
Boys’ Class Room (North Side). – 22 feet 9 inches by 22 feet by 14 feet 3 inches to
17 feet 3 inches.
Lighting by one three-light window. Ventilation: Three window lights, two wall
casings, and two ceiling openings. Two Tobin Tubes, and one Exhaust Ventilator are
needed. Warming is by a Musgrave open fire.
Boys’ Lobby – 7 feet 6 inches by 7 feet 6 inches by 10 feet to 14 feet 3 inches.
Boys’ Cloak Room – 15 feet 6 inches by 8 feet by 7 feet 9 inches to 14 feet 3
inches. Lighting by two windows, one of which opens for ventilation. Three Lavatory
basins on Slate slab are provided. A trapped drain in floor is necessary, the concrete
floor also needs repairing and laying to trap.
Girls’ Cloak Room. This is similar in size and appointments.
Girls’ Main Room. – 31 feet 9 inches by 21 feet 9 inches by 14 feet 3 inches to 17
feet 6 inches. Lighted by five windows, which are very shallow. The room is none too
light. Three Dormer lights should be provided here; these are very necessary.
Ventilation: Six lights open, also three ceiling openings. Six Tobin Tubes and one
Exhaust ventilator are necessary. Warming is by an open fire, which is not sufficient.
A 16 inch Stove and adjuncts should be provided.
Girls’ Class Room (East End) – 20 feet by 20 feet by 14 feet 3 inches to 17 feet 6
inches. Lighting by three shallow windows. These are poor. Ventilation by three
window lights, and one ceiling opening. Three Tobin Tubes, and one Exhaust
Ventilator should be provided. Heating by an open fire. This room is bright and clean.

Girls’ Lobby and Class Room. Same as Boys’ in general details, and as to needs
of cleaning and repair.
External Repairs and Painting. These are needed throughout.
Offices. A Coal Store adjoins the Privies. This block of buildings was built for Moule’s
Dry Earth Closets. The proper use of these has been abandoned, and a huge
general pit made, into which dust, ashes, and paper are cast promiscuously, and
non-effectively. The smell from these was very offensive. They are dangerously near
to the Girls’ and Infants’ School windows. This is a case where lack of due attention
and care in the working of dry earth has resulted in reverting to the filthy fetid pit in its
worst form, openly reeking day and night its foul gases. I should advise the Managers
to go to Maulden for a dry earth pattern, economically and effectively worked. The
same remarks apply to the Boys’ Block of Privies. These buildings are capable of
being worked without offence, if proper care and supervision is exercised.

14 Station Road August 2013
Master’s House
This is a brick and slated structure, in good order, but not well planned. The Hall and
Stairway rob the rooms very much. The ground floor rooms are as follows –
Parlour – 13 feet 6 inches by 12 feet by 9 feet 3 inches.
Living Room – 13 feet 6 inches by 10 feet 6 inches.
Kitchen – 11 feet 6 inches by 10 feet 6 inches.
Scullery – 12 feet 3 inches by 6 feet.
The Hall and Stairway is roomy, the Scullery very narrow.
Bedrooms These are over the first three rooms.
The House is in good order internally, the worst feature being the opening of the
casement windows inside, which causes much inconvenience with blinds and
curtains, and renders the windows far from water tight. All the sashes should be
altered, and the frames adapted for lights to open outward.
Coal Barn This is very poor, and insufficient, a larger one is needed.
Water Supply The well water by pump is good. This supplies the School.
House Privy This is under the same roof, and adjoins the Boys’ Block of Offices. It
is very offensive, and should be replaced by a better and more decent provision.
External Repairs and Painting These should be done next year.
Boundary Fences, Gates and Roof. These need repairing, and all making good

Potton Secondary Schools

Burgoyne Middle School August 2013
Potton Senior Council School was created in 1931 for children older than eleven. It
shared the same site as the junior school in Chapel Street.
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has an inspector’s report on it,
dating from 1936 [E/IN1/1]. The inspector reported: “During the past four years there
have been many changes of staff which have prevented any very settled progress –
indeed at this visit the Head Master was the only member of staff of the four who had
been there in April last year. Apart from this it is not an easy school to manage, as
the premises are awkward and rather noisy, the playground small and of a bad
shape, and the Practical rooms and garden do not immediately adjoin the school
premises. At this visit, however, a very hopeful impression was gained. There was
evidence of careful preparation by the teachers of notes, and models, and of
provision of pictures, which had aroused a keenness and interest in the children,
exemplified in many ways, which was not so obvious at earlier visits. Some good
lessons were seen, as well as some good written work: and Needlework and the
teaching in Art and Craft are now on much better lines. Backed by the present Staff
the Head Master should soon have a really good school: there is good material to
work on and the response of the retarded class to a young Mistress in Geography
was very striking. The attitude towards Physical Training by the girls, who were
wearing blazers and scarves, will improve, it is hoped, under the new regime. The
boys change for Games”. The third of the great Education Acts was that of 1944
which established the principle of County Primary Schools for children up to the age
of 11, at which time they took an examination to determine the nature of the
secondary school they would attend until they were 15, the most academically able
going to grammar schools, the rest to secondary or secondary modern schools.
Potton Council Senior School became Potton Secondary Modern School, though this
closed in 1955 and the pupils were transferred to Sandye Place County Secondary
School. In the 1970s Bedfordshire County Council introduced comprehensive
education, doing away with the 11+ examination and grammar schools and
introducing a tier of school between the old County Primary and County Secondary
Schools. Thus Lower Schools now taught children aged 4 to 9, Middle Schools from
9 to 13 and Upper Schools from 13 onwards. A new middle school opened in Potton
in 1975: Burgoyne Middle School. It shares the same site as the new Potton Lower
School in Everton Road.

Burgoyne Middle School sign

Potton Vicarages

Saint Mary's House February 2013
The earliest description of a vicarage at Potton dates from about 1700 and is in an
Archdeaconry terrier [ABE ii Volume II page 131]. The building had four bays and a
tiled roof. Downstairs were a kitchen, a hall and a parlour, all with floor boards, with
three bed chambers above. This building presumably stood on or near the site of the
later vicarage. During the 18th century a new vicarage was built next to the church.
This building was listed by English Heritage in October 1983 as Grade II, of special
interest. Saint Mary’s House, as it is now called, was built of red brick with dressings
around windows and so on in lighter red brick. The roof is composed of clay tiles.
There is a 19th century addition in red and yellow brick, which has been partly
rendered, and has a slate roof. Alterations were carried out by architect S. S. Teulon,
normally noted for his somewhat wacky designs, but here very formal, in 1846 for
Rev. Woodward C. Bidwell. Plans for these alterations survive in the Ely Diocesan
archive at Cambridge University Library. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925
specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to
determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting The Vicarage [DV1/C181/60] found it
was in fair condition and that gas and water were laid on. The ground floor
comprised: a drawing room measuring 18 feet by 15 feet 9 inches; a morning room
measuring 15 feet 6 inches by 20 feet; a study measuring 12 feet by 15 feet; a dining
room measuring 15 feet by 22 feet 6 inches; a small kitchen; a butler’s larder; a
butler’s pantry; a scullery and a back stairs. The first floor contained a bathroom with
a lavatory basin; a W. C.; a dressing room; bedrooms measuring 16 feet 6 inches
square, 16 feet 6 inches by 16 feet, 15 feet 6 inches by 20 feet and 18 feet by 13 feet
respectively and three maids’ bedrooms. Two attic box rooms lay on the second
floor. A boot room stood outside along with a coal shed, a wood and tiled shed, a
brick and tiled shed and a small glasshouse. There was also a brick and tiled garage
for one car, two loose boxes and a harness room. The Rectory stood in 2.364 acres.
In or around 1933 electricity was installed at the vicarage [P64/2/4/5]. Parts of the
house were demolished in 1958 [P64/2/4/6]. By 1983 the building had been sold and
the vicarage moved to a modern building not far away in Hatley Road.

Saint Mary's House from the churchyard February 2013

Potton Station and the Bedford and Cambridge Railway

The station about 1910 [Z50/91/78]
Five years after Captain Peel's Railway opened it was absorbed by the eighth railway
to be built in Bedfordshire - the Bedford & Cambridge Railway. Such a railway had
been mooted as long ago as 1845 but it was not until 1858 that Charles Liddell of
Liddell and Gordon surveyed a viable route. The building of the railway was
contracted to Joseph Firbank and it opened on 4th July 1862 and was under the
aegis of the London and North Western Railway Company.

The former station March 2007
The railway line had ten stations in Bedfordshire running from Bedford, Saint Mary to
Blunham (Willington station opened to passengers in 1903) to Sandy thence along
the old Sandy and Potton Railway track to Potton and then on into Cambridgeshire
with stations at Gamlingay, the Old North Road, Lord's Bridge and Cambridge. The
railway was a victim of Beeching's cuts and closed on 1st January 1968.

The rear of the former station March 2007
Potton station was listed by the former Department of Environment in February 1981
as Grade II, of special interest. The station is built from yellow gault brick with
ornamental dressings in red and blue bricks and had slate roofs. The platform
canopy was of five bays of iron and glass on the west side. Decorations included the
letters BC. The main passenger building survives, relatively unaltered, as 48 Station
Road, a private house.

Saint Swithuns Chapel Potton
There is tantalising evidence for a chapel in Potton dedicated to Saint Swithun. In
1373 Roger Smyth of Tempsford and Agnes, his wife, granted a messuage in Potton,
which they had had from John Sneterle and Amabel, his wife to Thomas Gildepyndy
and Master John Hamelyn of Potton, chaplain. This property was described as being
between the property once owned by Sir John Baxter, chaplain on one side and the
cemetery of Saint Swithun on the other side. It abutted on the “forum”, probably the
market place and the river, probably Potton Brook. This suggests that the property had
a considerable amount of ground with it and that it perhaps lay in Brook End.
The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire refers to an indenture of 1394 between
Thomas Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucester and the Prior of Saint Andrew’s,
Northampton, which held the church's advowson, in which the prior undertook to
convey Potton church “with Saint Swinthun’s chapel there” to the abbess and convent
of the Minoresses of the order of Saint Clare without Aldgate [London] for an annual
payment of five marks – that is £3/6/8.
Finally a deed of the fourth year of Edward VI (1550 or 1551) conveyed to Robert
Thomas and others the mansion known as the Brothered house of Potton with a
garden, lately in the possession of the fraternity of Potton and a house in Horseley
Street (today’s Horslow Street) lately occupied by Joan Awbrey, widow. A fraternity,
or brotherhood, was a sort of club for gentlemen of the town, with the usual feasting
and merriment, which also had their own chapel at which they attended services.
Perhaps Saint Swithun’s was their chapel. Joan Awbrey’s house is described as being
tenanted at the will of Potton church and the former chapel, presumably Saint
Swithun’s, situated on Chapel Green.

Sources for Education in Potton

Potton Lower School sign
The following list gives all the sources relating to education in Silsoe held by
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service. Due to the terms of the Data
Protection Act records containing personal details of living individuals will be closed
in total, or in part, depending on the nature of the information.
Early Education












ABP/R3f.12: LS48: Bequest for education: 1712;
LS103 and P64/25/1a: Henry Ward’s bequest for education: 1739;
P64/25/1a: Burgoyne’s bequest for establishing a charity school: 1770;
P64/25/16: Receipts from the schoolmaster for monies received: 1814-1839;
P64/25/45: Conveyance of Bassingbourne Orchard to educational trustees:
1826;
P64/25/1b: Gift by T. J. Burgoyne for education: c. 1830;
X481/10: Additional public school accommodation required: 1872-1876;
P64/29/2: Grant of glebe as a site for a school: 1882;
P64/25/49: Administration of the Bassingbourne Charity Estate: 1892-1921;
P64/29/6: ground plan of the old church school: 1896;
P64/25/49: Details of Bassingbourne Charity Estate: 1930.

Private Schools





CRT130Potton7: Pestallozzian School child’s copy book: 1854;
Z771/9/1 page 3: Potton Congregational School account book included in
memoriam to academy principal John Claydon: 1861;
CRT130Sandy9: print of Potton House School: 1869;
X758/1/10/76: Front elevation of Potton House School in an advertisement:
1876.

Former Potton Schools*











SB33/14/1: Abstract of title to later school site: 1843;
SB33/14/2: Additional abstract: 1843;
SB33/14/3: Conveyance of later school site: 1844;
SB33/14/4: Conveyance of later school site: 1846;
SB33/14/5: Conveyance of later school site: 1874;
SB33/14/6: Conveyance of later school site: 1875;
SB33/14/7: Contract: 1875;
SB33/1 Potton School Board minutes: 1875-1886;
SB33/3: Potton School Board abstract book: 1875-1891;
SB33/5: Potton School Board register of mortgages: 1875-1903;

























































SB33/6 and 10: Potton School Board financial statements: 1875-1903;
SB33/7, 11 and 16: Potton School Board cash books: 1875-1903;
SB33/8-9: Potton School Board letter books: 1875-1903;
SB33/15: Potton School Board correspondence: 1875-1903;
SB33/14/9: Mortgage and further advances to build the school: 1875;
AD3874: handbills regarding School Board election: c. 1875;
X481/11: Notice of election to Potton School Board: 1875;
SB33/14/13: Deed altering mode of repayment of school mortgages: 18751879;
SDPotton1: Logbook for the mixed school then the boys school: 1876-1904;
SB33/12: Potton School Board ledger: 1876-1892;
SDPotton4: Logbook for the infants school: 1876-1922;
SB33/14/10-12: receipts for grant instalments: 1876;
SDPotton2: Logbook for the girls school: 1885-1904;
SB33/2: Potton School Board minutes: 1886-1903;
SB33/4: Potton School Board abstract book: 1892-1899;
SB33/13: Potton School Board ledger: 1892-1903;
SB33/14/8: School site mortgage: 1893;
Z50/91/59: Photograph: early 20th century;
Z50/134-137: Photographs of class groups: early 20th century;
Z246/22: Letter of thanks to retiring School Board chairman: 1902;
X704/248: Testimonial to retiring School Board chairman: 1902;
SMM15/1: School managers’ minutes: 1903-1930;
SB33/17: Report of Potton School Board clerk to Bedfordshire County
Council: 1903;
E/TE5/1: Details of teaching staff: 1904;
PCPotton3: Logbook for the mixed school: 1904-1925;
X758/1/9/55: Photograph of the schools with children: c. 1905;
X758/1/9/57: Photograph of unnamed school group: c. 1910;
CTM17/106: Mortgage for school repairs: 1911;
X758/1/9: Photograph of Class II: 1911;
E/TE5/2: Details of teaching staff: 1912;
E/IN1/1: School Inspector’s reports: 1912-1937;
CTM17/118: Mortgage for school repairs: 1913;
CTM17/110-120: Mortgage for school repairs: 1914;
X758/1/9/58-62: Photograph of unnamed school groups: c. 1920;
SDPotton9: Logbook for the junior school: 1922-1943;
X758/1/9/63-66: Photographs of staff and pupils with shield: 1923;
SDPotton5: Logbook for the senior school: 1925-1948;
CTM17/79: Mortgage for school repairs: 1927;
SMM15/2: School managers’ minutes: 1930-1947;
X704/23: Programme for school sports day: 1938;
SDPotton10: Logbook for the junior school: 1943-1967;
SMM15/3: School managers’ minutes: 1947-1954;
SDPotton6: Logbook for the senior school: 1948-1955;
SMM15/4: School managers’ minutes: 1954-1957;
SMM15/5: School managers’ minutes: 1958-1967
CA2/691: Additional land: 1965-1970;
SMM15/7: School managers’ general file: 1966-1969;
CA8/443: Building maintenance file: 1967-1978;
SMM15/6: School managers’ minutes: 1968-1974;
AO/C9/7: School site: 1969-1970;
CA2/468: Building extensions file: 1970-1973;
CA2/367: Building extensions file: 1971-1978;
CA2/469: Phase II development file: 1972-1974;
E/YM7/9/10: 1st Potton Brownie Pack and 2nd Potton Guides use of the
school: 1973-1983;
CA8/438: Old school maintenance file: 1978-1984

Burgoyne Middle School











CA2/846: Construction of the school: 1970-1981;
E/SA1/4/8: Comprehensive reorganisation: 1972-1979;
CA8/1039: School maintenance file: 1979-1984;
E/TE3/2: Return of teaching staff: 1981;
E/PM3/2/4: Information on Travellers’ children at the school: 1982-1987;
E/PM6/2/4: School support for the abolition of corporal punishment: 19851986;
E/SA2/4/11: Provision of a wildlife area at the school: 1985-1987;
E/TE3/7: Return of teaching staff: 1986;
E/MS3/2/2: Kitchen and other details: c. 1987;
E/ME2/2/1: School involvement in the work of a Professional Development
Tutor for Multicultural Education in Predominantly White Schools: 1988-1989.

Potton Lower School









E/TE2/L60-61: School details: 1978-1986;
E/TE3/4: Return of teaching staff: 1981;
E/PM3/2/4: Information of Travellers’ children at the school: 1982-1987;
E/SA2/4/11: File on provision of adventure play area and environmental
studies garden: 1985-1987;
E/TE3/7: Return of teaching staff: 1986;
E/ME2/2/1: School involvement in the work of a Professional Development
Tutor for Multicultural Education in Predominantly White Schools: 1988-1989.
E/MS3/2/3: Kitchen and other details: c. 1987;
E/Pu4/4/96: School prospectus: 1995.

*This includes the following schools:













Potton Board Infants School 1876-1903;
Potton Board Mixed School 1875-1885;
Potton Board Boys School 1885-1903;
Potton Board Girls School 1885-1903;
Potton Council Infants School 1903-1925;
Potton Council Mixed School: 1904-1925;
Potton Council Boys School 1925-1931;
Potton Council Girls and Infants School 1925-1931;
Potton Council Junior School 1931-1946;
Potton Council Senior School 1931-1946;
Potton County Primary School 1946-1975;
Potton County Secondary Modern School 1946-1955.

Burgoyne Middle School sign

The Adam and Eve Inn Potton

Properties on the site of the Adam and Eve February 2013

The Adam & Eve Inn: 1-2 Market Place, Potton
Potton History Society compiled a list of old pubs in the town and their modern
addresses [CRT130Potton27]. This list equates the Adam and Eve with the site of
the later 1 and 2 Market Square (now demolished and replaced by modern houses
pictured above).
The first surviving reference to the Adam and Eve is in 1623 when a house divided
into two tenements changed ownership; this property was stated to be bounded on
the north side by the Adam and Evah Inn of Lawrence Geery on the west by Horslow
Street and on the east by the Market Place [X501/21]. This reference is puzzling
because a property bounded on one side by the Market Place could not be bounded
on the other by Horslow Street as things stand today, the answer, presumably, is that
Chapel Street was then simply the southern part of Horslow Street.
The next reference to the Adam and Eve dates from 1735 and we learn that it was a
copyhold premises, that is to say, it was part of the Manor of Potton Much Manured.
People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to
someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and
the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent
one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege. In 1735 Elyanor,
widow of Nicholas Apthorp of Potton surrendered the Adam and Eve to Richard Livett
of Potton, woollen draper for a mortgage of £100. The inn was described as occupied
by Thomas Underwood, Frances Rugeley and Nathaniel Woodward [AD345/2/2]
In 1849 the property transferred in 1635 was conveyed by Rachel Reynolds of
Clifton, widow, John Guildford Reynolds of Clifton, gardener and George Reynolds,
gardener to John Hitchcock of Paddington [Middlesex]. John Reynolds had taken out
a mortgage for £200 in 1825 [X501/5] and, after several assignments and the death
of the final mortgagee that mortgage and the property as security had become vested
in Hitchcock. Reynolds had died in 1847 and the mortgage was still outstanding so
his descendants had to transfer ownership of the property outright to Hitchcock. The
property is described as abutting the former Adam and Eve, now a private house, in
the occupation of Susan Livett to the north and the Sun public house to the south
indicating that it stood on the site of 2 Sun Street [X501/9]. Thus the Adam and Eve
must have closed its doors for the last time between 1735 and 1849.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The properties

standing on the site [DV1/C11/90-91] were lock-up shops owned by John
Richardson.
The southernmost shop, Number 1, was leased by boot and shoe repairer William
Richardson for eight shillings per week, a rent set in August 1924. His shop
measured 8 feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6 inches. The property was reckoned to be “very
poor”. The other, Number 2, was tenanted by Arthur Theobalds who, Kelly’s Directory
for 1928 tells us, was a saddler. His shop measured 16 feet by 17 feet for which he
paid £10 per annum. Again, it was a poor property.
References:




X501/22: abuttal in a deed: 1623;
AD345/2/2: surrender: 1735;
X501/9: conveyance: 1849.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1623: Lawrence Geery;
1735: Thomas Underwood, Frances Rugeley and Nathaniel Woodward

The Axe & Compasses Beerhouse: Gamlingay End, Potton
The only reference to the Axe and Compasses held by Bedfordshire and Luton
Archives and Records Service is an auction sale catalogue of 17th August 1866
[WG2544]. The Axe and Compasses was one of a number of lots including
properties in Paxton and Saint Ives in Huntingdonshire and also: a building site in
Cauldwell Street, Bedford; two building plots in Kempston; the former Chequers in
Colmworth; four cottages in Pertenhall; 47 acres in Swineshead and four cottages in
Eaton Socon.
The Axe and Compasses was described as follows: “A Freehold Estate at the
Gamlingay end of Potton consisting of the “Axe and Compasses” Beer House, in the
occupation of David Brown, and Two Cottages in the rear thereof, in the occupation
of William and George Norman, Fronting the Green and the Everton Road, of the
estimated value of Eighteen Pounds a year; subject to a Land Tax of 6/0 a year”.
The entry is annotated “Luff £300 Sold”. The countywide licensing register includes
no property called the Axe and Compasses and no property owned by anyone
named Luff. This strongly suggests that the beerhouse closed between 1866 and
1876. No Luffs occur in Potton in 1860s directories.
References:


WG2544: sale catalogue: 1866

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1866: David Brown

Barley Mow Beerhouse: 18 Blackbird Street, Potton

18 Blackbird Street March 2007
Potton History Society compiled a list of old pubs in the town and their modern
addresses [CRT130Potton27]. This list equates the Barley Mow with 18 Blackbird
Street. The only material held by Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service
on this beerhouse are the Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division registers of licences.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Barley Mow was first
licensed in 1846. The register is not always accurate with its dates but there is no
contrary evidence for this date. In 1876 the owner was William Brook of Sandy.
The Biggleswade petty sessional division licensing register [HF143/3] states that on
3rd April licensee Reuben Piggott was convicted of opening during prohibited hours
on 30th March that year. He was fined £2 with 8/6 costs. Perhaps he was desperate
for income, he was the fifth licensee in the space of three years. A few weeks later on
26th June a large fire destroyed many properties in an area bounded by Blackbird
Street, Sun Street, Bull Street and Chapel Street. The newspaper report said of the
Barley Mow that it had been: “partially destroyed by falling down, also by water and
fire”. The property was rebuilt but the beerhouse closed for the last time in 1881.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
the former beerhouse [DV1/C11/65] found it owned by the executors of G. Kitchener
and occupied by Clara Munk whose rent was £10 per annum. Her accommodation
comprised a living room, a parlour and a scullery with two bedrooms and a box room
upstairs.
References:




HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1873: George Lunnis;
1873: Robert Topper;
1873-1876: James Milton;
1876: David Darlow;
1876-1881: Reuben Pigott;
Beerhouse closed 1881.

The Bell Public House: Brook End, Potton

The Bell public house in 1934 [X758/1/8/50]
The photograph above comes from the Biggleswade Chronicle of 25th May 1934
[X758/1/8/50]. The Bell may first have been mentioned in 1736 when it was part of a
sale by Bromsall Throckmorton to the Duchess of Marlborough in 1736 [Z980/1/2/12]. It is described as The Bell Inn with barns, stables and outhouses along with 20
acres of arable and 6 acres of meadow in the possession of a man surnamed
Norman.
There are not many more records of the Bell in the possession of Bedfordshire and
Luton Archives and Records Service because it was a house of J. & J. E. Phillips of
Royston [Hertfordshire] and the deeds and other documents are at Hertfordshire
Archives Service.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Bell, then a beerhouse, was
first licensed in 1858. The register is not always accurate when it comes to the date
of the first license but this one is so recent that it suggests either that the Bell referred
to in 1736 was in a different location or that it had formerly been fully licensed and
was downgraded to a beerhouse in 1856..
By the time of the countywide licensing register of 1891 the Bell had become a fully
licensed public house. The countywide register of 1903 states that the property was
in good repair, had one front and two back doors and was 51 yards from the nearest
licensed premises (the Chequers).
The former pub was valued in 1927 under the 1925 Rating Valuation Act
[DV1/C9/101]. The valuer found the "plaster awful"; it consisted of three bedrooms, a
living room, parlour and kitchen, on the second storey were two disused attics Albert Norman, the last licensee, was still the occupier and Phillips brewery still the
owners, despite the house's closure eleven years before. They also occupied and
owned respectively farm premises adjoining consisting of a two stall stable, a barn
used as a store, a barn and a cart hovel. The property has been demolished since
the valuation report but, as can be seen (highlighted in blue below), it lay between
today’s 2 and 4 Brook End.

The Bell on the 1925 rating valuation map [DV2/O15a]
References:











Z980/1/2/1-2: sold, with a considerable amount of land, by Bromsall
Throckmorton to Duchess of Marlborough: 1736;
P64/5/2/308: bill: early 19th century;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessionsl
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/8/50: photograph: 1934

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1736: Norman;
1872-1874: David Seamer;
1874: Mary Seamer;
1874-1875: James Papworth;
1875-1882: William Seamer;
1882-1890: Joseph Hardy;
1890-1891: Annie Hardy;
1891-1894: William Huckle;
1894-1895: Joseph Hales;
1895-1897: George Collins;
1897-1898: Walter Firkins;
1898-1916: Albert Norman
Beerhouse closed 1916

The Bird in Hand Beerhouse: 59 King Street, Potton

The Bird in Hand about 1925 [WL800/1]
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Bird in Hand beerhouse was first
licensed in 1836. At the time of the register it was owned by Francis Bingham of Potton.
Bingham was a brewer and also owned the Locomotive and the Woolpack. By the time of the
countywide register of 1891 the Bird in Hand was, like the Woolpack, owned by Bedford
brewers Jarvis and Company. They were still in possession at the time of the 1903
countywide register which reported that the Bird in Hand required repairing, had one front and
two back doors and was 145 yards from the nearest licensed premises. Jarvis and Company
were bought out by rival Bedford brewers Charles Wells in 1917. The Rating and Valuation
Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to
determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927 and the
valuer visiting the Bird in Hand [DV1/C12/15] found that it consisted of three bedrooms, a
living room, a parlour, a tap room and a scullery. Trade consisted of eighteen gallons of beer
per week along with three dozen bottles - takings averaged £3/10/- per week. The valuer
considered it a "poor looking place at the end of the village”. Interestingly Charles Wells also
owned a neighbouring farm occupied by the licensee and a house occupied by Sarah Askew
and another house occupied by Herbert Deeble. The Bird in hand closed for the last time in
1931 and is now a private house. Despite the fact that Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and
Records Service holds the Charles Wells archive there are no deeds for the Bird in Hand as
part of the collection, no doubt because they were handed to the new owner when the
brewery eventually sold the property.

References:
• HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
• HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
• HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
• HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
• HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
• HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
• PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
• WL800/1 p.20: photograph: c.1925;
• WL801/37: glass plate negative of above: c.1925;
• X704/257: photograph of a postcard: before 1931
List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1896: John Saville;
1896-1920: Joseph Askem;
1924: William Askem;
1927-1931: John William Askem
Beerhouse closed 1931

The Blue Ball Inn: Mill Lane, Potton
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has two references to this inn,
from 1765 and from 1800. It was a copyhold property, that is to say, it was part of the
Manor of Potton Much Manured. People held copyhold properties from the manor
and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of
the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from
that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine)
for the privilege.
In 1765 Thomas Thompson of Potton, barber and peruke [wig] maker surrendered
the Blue Ball to the use of Ephraim Wilson of Potton, yeoman. The inn was described
as formerly in the occupation of John Lyles, now John Ibbot and Cornelius Hankin.
The new owner also had the use of a pump in the yard which was on the opposite
side of Mill Lane.
In 1800 John Keeling the younger, as heir of his father, also John, was admitted to a
property in Potton known by the sign of the Blue Ball, formerly in the occupation of
Ann Ibbett, afterwards Henry Webster [X330/6]. The inn must have closed between
1800 and 1822 because it is not listed by the countywide licensing register of 1822
[CLP13].
References:



AD345/2/15: surrender: 1765;
X330/6: admission: 1800.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
before 1765: John Lyles;
1765: John Ibbot and Cornelius Hankin;
before 1800: Ann Ibbett;
1800: Henry Webster

The Bricklayer's Arms: 1 New Town [formerly The Star and Garter]

The Bricklayer's Arms September 2007
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has deeds of this property dating back
well before it was built, to 1775. In that year a piece of land in Windmill Field was conveyed by
Thomas and Elizabeth Miller and William and Mary Jarratt to Henry Sheffield [GK286/1]. Later
that year, when the western portion of Potton was inclosed, Henry Sheffield and Edmund
Bumberry exchanged the land they were allotted [GK286/2]. When Bumberry made his will in
1802 he devised all his land to his wife Mary to be passed, at her death, to their son John.
Edmund Bumberry died in 1807 [GK286/4]. Mary and Edmund Bumberry mortgaged the land
to Potton surgeon Henry Verrall, of 9 King Street between 1809 and 1811 [GK286/5-7]. The
land temporarily left the Bumberry family in 1812 when Edmund conveyed it to John Dennis
[GK286/8]. In 1821 Dennis conveyed it to Thomas Hagger in trust for sale [GK286/10] and
Hagger duly sold it to Thomas Seamer [GK286/11-12]. When Seamer made his will in 1843
he devised the land, described as in Sandy Lane, to his nephew, Thomas Bumberry
[GK286/13]. Seamer died in 1845. In 1849 the land and twelve properties "built by Thomas
Seamer" and one premises built by Thomas Bumberry were mortgaged to Charles Bailey and
George Milton [GK286/14]. The property built by Bumberry became today's Brickmaker's
Arms as it is described in a mortgage of 1880 as a beerhouse [GK286/18]. This 1880
mortgage [GK286/18] was to Baldock [Hertfordshire] brewers Joseph Simpson, Thomas
George Simpson and John Phillips Nunn. The premises is first mentioned in a licensing
register in 1872 [HF143/1] when it was a beerhouse known as the Star and Garter. The
countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Star and Garter had first been licensed in
1851 and that the owner was Thomas Bumberry. The Petty Sessional licensing registers from
1874 to 1900 do not name beerhouses [HF143/2-5] but one is able to follow through the
succession of licensees. The register of 1900 [HF143/6] once again names beerhouses by
which time the Star and Garter has become the Bricklayer's Arms. This new name is also
used in the countywide licensing register of 1891: perhaps the name changed when
Simpson's bought the property. The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the
premises was in good repair, had one front and three back doors and was 160 yards from the
nearest licensed premises. In 1880 Bumberry sold the twelve houses and the beerhouse to
John Dear for £380 [GK286/19-20]. The following year Thomas James Bumberry and Joseph
Bumberry, both of London, paid off the Simpsons' mortgage and bought the properties back
from Dear for £460/19/1 [GK286/21]. In 1881 the Bumberrys mortgaged the properties to
Louis Marino Casella of Holborn [Middlesex] for £1,000 [GK286/24], conveying the property to
him in 1889 [GK287/27]. In 1907 Casella leased the properties, including the Brickmaker's
Arms, to Saint Neots [Huntingdonshire] brewer Day and Son [GK286/28a-b]. Day and Son
were bought out by Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch in 1920 and an abstract of title,
prepared for Louis Casella at that date suggests that he may then have sold the premises to
them, but Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service does not possess a conveyance.
Wells and Winch merged with Suffolk brewers Greene King in 1961, taking the Greene King
name in 1963 as Greene King (Biggleswade) Limited; the Biggleswade reference in the
company name was dropped in 1990. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every
building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value.
Potton, like much of the county, was assessed in 1927. The visiting valuer found a tap room,
a living room, a parlour and a sitting room downstairs and four bedrooms above, he did not
note any cellar [DV1/C9/106]. Business consisted of about 1½ barrels and two dozen bottles
a week "nearly all mild sells @ 5d per pint. Open 10-2 6-10. Sundays 12-2 7-10".

A full licence was granted on 28th April 1959, turning the beerhouse into a public house. The
Bricklayers Arms is still open for business at the time of writing [March 2007].
References:
































GK286/1: conveyance of land: 1775;
GK286/2: extract from Potton inclosure award: 1775;
GK286/4: copy will of Edmund Bumberry: 1802 (proved 1807);
GK286/5-7: mortgages on land: 1809-1811;
GK286/8: conveyance of land: 1812;
GK286/10: conveyance of land: 1821;
GK286/11-12: conveyance of land: 1821;
GK286/13: copy will of Thomas Seamer: 1843 (proved 1845);
GK286/14: mortgage: 1849;
GK286/15: mortgage: 1853;
GK286/16: transfer of mortgage: 1854;
GK286/17: transfer of mortgage1872;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
GK286/18: mortgage: 1880;
GK286/19-20: sale: 1880;
GK286/21: conveyance: 1880;
GK286/24: mortgage: 1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
GK286/27: conveyance: 1889;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
FAC127/1: service papers of Edward Hutchinson, photographed in Z50/142/708 below: 18951927
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
Z50/142/708: door shown in wedding photograph: 1904;
GK286/28a-b: fourteen year lease: 1907;
GK175/2: sale catalogue: 1919;
GK286/29: abstract of title: prepared 1920;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty
Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872 [1879?]-1880: Thomas Bumberry;
1880-1882: Joseph Pool;
1882: William Henry Earl;
1882: Frederick Hurdle;
1882-1883: John Bearley;
1883-1911: William Henry Earle;
1911-1914: Sophia Earle
1927-1940: George S. Dennis;
1957-1961: Alice Dennis;
1961-1975: George Edward Leigh;
1975-1987: Gwendoline Lucy Leigh;
1987-1991: Peter Charles Cherry;
1991-1994: Martin Francis Spearman;
1994-1995: Martin Francis Spearman and Valerie Spearman

Bull Public House: 8 Bull Street, Potton

8 Bull Street February 2013
A list of addresses of Potton licensed premises prepared by Potton History Society
[CRT130Potton27] states that 8 Bull Street was formerly the eponymous Bull public
house. The property was listed by English Heritage in May 2000 as Grade II, of
special interest. It dates from the 17th or 18th century (4 Bull Street has deeds going
back to the 17th century) and was re-fronted in the late 18th century. It has a red
brick front and an old plain tiled roof. The rear was rebuilt in brick on the right-hand
side but timber-framing covered by roughcast render and with brick infill survives on
the left-hand side. Inside the walls are timber-framed with plaster infill. The property
is built in an L-plan and has a carriageway with a room above it on the left-hand side
at the front giving access to the yard. The property comprises two storeys with cellars
and attics. One of the windows is inscribed: “J Lodge 1780” and “W J Arnold 1872 –
cold November”. The deeds to this property are held by Hertfordshire Archives
Service, because it was owned by Simpson’s Baldock Brewery, and run from 1707 to
1785 [CRT110/102]. The inn must have been well established, as the street is named
after it but, frustratingly, Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has
very little information on it besides licensee particulars from 1822 to 1828 [CLP13],
bills for providing drink to the parish [P64/5/2/293-546] and the information given
below. In 1834 the Bull belonged to Biggleswade brewers Wells and Company as it
was one of the properties conveyed by the former owners to the new owners in that
year [GK0/1]. Also conveyed were cottages either side, one formerly occupied by
Sarah Dennis, then by a man named Giles the other formerly in the occupation of
Sarah Rayment, then Jeremiah Lee.
The last mentions of the Bull as a public house in these records are in 1848 when
wine was provided to the parish church [P64/5/4/546] and a witness statement made
[QSR1848/2/5/9]. The statement was given to the Quarter Sessions by David
Skinner, the licensee. On 16th March about 11 a.m. George Chamberlain came into
the house and had some beer. Chamberlain was rather tipsy when he came in. He
stayed until 1 p.m. and was very disorderly and riotous the whole time. Skinner was
at dinner and Chamberlain took his food off the table! He told Chamberlain he should
have no more beer and should leave. He took hold of Chamberlain gently to guide
him out. Chamberlain turned round, seized him by his neckerchief, threw him down
and said he would do for him if he possibly could. Skinner’s brother, John came to
help and pulled Chamberlain away. The brothers got him out of the house, but
Chamberlain came back in at the back and attacked Skinner’s brother. Skinner then
went for the policeman who took him into custody. From what Chamberlain said,
Skinner believed he “will do him some serious injury if he is not stopped” and he
wanted Chamberlain bound over to keep the peace. John Skinner confirmed his
brother’s account and stated that David would have been choked if he had not pulled
Chamberlain off him.
The register for Bedford Gaol [QGV10/2] tells us that Chamberlain was 28 at the time
of this fracas. He was 5 feet 7 inches tall, with brown hair and grey eyes. He was

sallow and had a “spark of blue left side of face” presumably a small birth mark. He
could read and write and was Potton born and bred. No prosecution ensued and his
behaviour in the short time he was incarcerated awaiting trial was “very good”. This
was not his first offence: in 1841, when he was 18, he was committed to gaol for one
night awaiting trial for assault, found guilty he was ordered to serve six weeks inside
or pay a fine of thirty shillings; he paid the fine. Either he kept his temper in check
after the incident in the Bull or moved away because he did not spend any more time
in Bedford Gaol.
The Bull is listed in Slater’s Bedfordshire Directory of 1850 but not in Graven and
Company’s directory for the county of 1853, nor in any subsequent directory. This, of
course, suggests that the Bull closed its doors for the last time between 1850 and
1853. In 1899 George Winch purchased Biggleswade brewers Wells and Company
and their name changed to Wells and Winch. The conveyance to Winch includes a
dwellinghouse in Bull Street which had formerly been the Bull with outbuildings and
garden. It was then occupied by George Sharp. Also conveyed was an adjacent
building in occupation of a man named Bartle, a wheelwright's shop in occupation of
Wright and Sons and a dwellinghouse “on other side of gateway of yard” with
outbuildings, stable and garden in occupation of T. Vincent and an adjoining
dwellinghouse with yard, gardens, lands and outbuildings in occupation of S.
Chiverton, which sounds like 6 to 12 Bull Street. It turns out that these properties had
been acquired only the previous year because an 1898 sale catalogue for the
Baldock Brewery [GK1/36] includes a dwelling house in Bull Street, Potton with the
yard and buildings, an abutting wheelwright's shop and two further dwelling houses.
8 Bull Street is now a private house.
References:























CRT110/102: deeds of the inn held at Hertfordshire Archives as part of the Simpson
of Baldock collection: 1707-1785;
P64/18/7: Vestry meeting held at Bull: 1813;
CLP13: register of alehouse licenses: 1822-1828;
GK0/1: conveyance: 1834;
P64/5/2/293: bill for port supplied: 1838;
P64/5/2/290: bills for bottles of wine supplied: 1839;
P64/5/3/344: bill for port supplied: 1840;
P64/5/3/377: bill for wine supplied: 1841;
P64/5/3/390: bill for dinners supplied: 1841;
P64/5/2/399: bill for wine supplied: 1842;
P64/5/3/423: bill for wine supplied: 1843;
P64/5/3/433: bill for sinners supplied: 1843;
P64/5/3/441: bill for wine supplied: 1844;
P64/5/3/435: bill for beer for bell ringers: 1844;
P64/5/3/470: bill for wine supplied: 1845;
P64/5/4/491: bill for wine supplied: 1846;
P64/5/4/502: bill for dinners: 1846;
P64/5/4/525: bill for port: 1847;
P64/5/4/546: bill for wine: 1848;
QSR1848/2/5/9: mentioned in a deposition: 1848;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance: 1899;
X758/1/8/118-119: photographs: c. 1920

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1830: John Plowman/Ploughman;
1834-1848: George Richardson;
1848: David Skinner;
1850: William Wyman
Public house probably closed between 1850 and 1853

Bushel and Strike Beerhouse: 8 Biggleswade Road, Potton

The site of the Bushel and Strike August 2013
The countywide licensing register for 1876 states that the beerhouse was first
licensed in 1841 and was then owned by Benjamin Christy of Ashwell [Hertfordshire].
This brewery originated as Christy and Sale in the early part of the century but was
sold to J. R. Page and Son in 1879. The 1891 countywide licensing directory
therefore gives the beerhouse’s owner as Page and Company of Ashwell. The
countywide directory of 1903 stated that the property was in good repair, had one
front and two back doors and was 35 yards from the nearest licensed premises (The
Shannon). Page and Son was sold to Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch in
1921.
The Bushel and Strike is mentioned a number of times in Quarter Sessions records
in the mid 19th century, leading to the suspicion that it may have been a bit of a dive
at that time. In 1848 a gold sovereign had been stolen [QSR1849/1/5/12/a]. A man
named John Weller Line was in the beerhouse and, on getting up to leave he placed
a sovereign on the table to pay. His companion John Yourby picked it up saying he
would get the change but left by the back door. Line continued drinking and forgot
about the sovereign. He was, clearly, either well off or very drunk. The next day he
met Yourby again in the Red Lion and asked him about it about it and he refused to
return it. The police constable, John Shaw, threatened to search Yourby who then
threw the sovereign on the table. To compound his felony Yourby tried to bribe Shaw
not to proceed with an action as he was being taken into custody at Biggleswade!
The prison register [QGV10/2] tells us that Yourby was 38. He was acquitted at trial.
Two years later men named James Harman and Philip Balls were accused of theft
from a man named William Randall at the King’s Head. Balls stated
[QSR1851/1/5/42-43a-b] that he had met Randall before, at the Bushel and Strike.
Randall had said that he had been robbed and the landlady then went out and found
his purse. He was drunk. They were released without a trial [QGV12/1].
In 1857 William Rooney was accused of stealing 4/10 from Frederick Gascoine’s
pocket whilst he was a passenger in Gascoine’s cart [QSR1857/4/5/2]. Gascoine
searched him, with another man’s help, but did not find the money. Gascoine went on
to Potton and gave the information to the police. The prisoner had been in the Bushel
and Strike with Gascoine earlier and had seen him wrap the money in the rag to put it
in his pocket. They left the house at the same time. Again, the prisoner was acquitted
at trial [QGV12/1].
The last case is the most interesting [QSR1861/4/5/4-7]. On 19 September 1861
Thomas Franklin, from Shoeburyness [Essex] had been at Potton and was about to

leave a little after 3 p.m. when he went into the Bushel and Strike. He had a glass
with a friend, Peter George Kay. Four people (Samuel Church, Sarah Church,
George Wright and Margaret Wright) followed them into the house and began the
chatting to them. He told them he had nothing to say to them. The two men set on his
friend and began to fight with him. He told them they were cowards as they set on
one man. The bigger of the men said he would fight him and duly did until the man
challenged him to go outside. He followed the man and the other prisoners outside.
The man and the two women rushed at him and knocked him down. Whilst on the
ground he felt a hand in his pocket and when he got up he missed £18. He thought
£17 to be in gold and the remainder in silver. He accused the prisoners of taking his
money but they denied all knowledge of it. He searched the ground but could not find
it. The prisoners ran off. Franklin found a policeman, Alfred Mayes, and followed
them and took them into custody. Whilst in the Bushel and Strike he had pulled out
his money, which was loose, to pay for some ale when the prisoners were present so
they would have seen he was a good target. When the prisoners were apprehended
Samuel Church said they only had eighteen pence between them. Kay confirmed his
friend’s story.
The policeman stated that when he arrested the four people he was accompanied by
another officer, William King. After he had apprehended the prisoners he took the two
men into a room and searched them but found no money on either of them. He
instructed some women to search the female prisoners and they were taken into
another room. A few minutes later he heard a great noise and he asked what the
matter was. He was told one of the prisoners had some money which she refused to
give up. He went in and saw Margaret Wright with her hands clenched and he forced
her hands open and took out three sovereigns. Wright said they belonged to her and
whilst he stood there another sovereign dropped from her dress. P. C. King
elaborated that Sarah Church had asked for someone to take a pilot jacket she had
in her hand and put it on her kit bag. He told her to give it to him but she said she
would take it herself. On taking hold of it he heard something clink. He asked whose
jacket it was and Samuel Church said it belonged to him but that there was no money
in it. He examined the coat and found two sovereigns in the pocket.
Mary Ann Inskip (perhaps the wife of the licensee) had assisted in searching the
female prisoners. She searched the smaller one, Sarah Church, first and found
eighteen pence upon her. She searched Margaret Wright and found some silver in
her pocket. She stripped her and when she was putting on her clothes again she saw
Wright put her hand to her bosom. She accused Wright of having some money and
said she should call in a policeman if Wright did not give it to her. Wright handed her
three sovereigns and said it was all she had. She observed Wright’s left hand was
clenched and she called to P. C. Mayes. Mayes took three more sovereigns from
Wright. Before Wright left the room she found two more sovereigns under the looking
glass close to where she had stood. Another sovereign fell from Wright’s dress.
Three of prisoners denied everything. Samuel Church said he knew nothing of where
the money came from. Sarah Church said: “I know no more about the money than a
child unborn”. George Wright made his denial but Margaret Wright said at the time
the gentleman and her husband were having the row in the road, they all fell down in
front of the house. She went inside and picked up her husband’s cap. As she
stooped to pick it up she saw two shillings, a half crown, a shilling and some
sovereigns. She thought they were eleven. She picked them up and put them in her
pocket. She kept the gold in her hand. Her husband and the other man and his wife
knew nothing about it and are quite innocent”.
All were found guilty [QGV12/1]. Samuel Church, 29, got two months’ hard labour
and his wife, 32, six months. Margaret Wright, 35, also received six months hard
labour. George Wright, 31, got the severest sentence, twelve months hard labour. He

may have been the ringleader. He was released on 14th October 1862 and was readmitted to prison the following day awaiting questioning about stealing a coat
[QGV12/1], however, he was acquitted of this offence at trial.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927 and the valuer visited the Bushel and Strike just
before the beerhouse closed [DV1/C9/31]. He noted "Tenant has purchased house
for private residence". He found it had three rooms and a kitchen downstairs and
three bedrooms above, with a cellar below. He found trade was, not surprisingly,
slack - about 1½ barrels and ten dozen bottles of beer per week. Interestingly he
noted "Only house in Potton where men can go out back way" - presumably this was
in case their wives went in at the front.
The beerhouse had a small farm attached, also owned and occupied by Albert
Charter and this contained a chaff house and small barn, a large two cart hovel, two
stalls now used as a barn and two looseboxes and store. The former beerhouse was
demolished during the building of The Ridgeway estate and the site is more or less
where The Ridgeway meets Biggleswade Road..
References:












QSR1849/1/5/12/a: alleged theft: 1848;
QSR1851/1/5/42-43/b: alleged thief seen at the Bushel and Strike: 1851;
QSR1857/4/5/2: alleged thief seen at the Bushel and Strike: 1857;
QSR1861/4/5/4,5,6,7: brawl and theft at the Bushel and Strike: 1861;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1864-1883: George Inskip;
1883-1887: David Manning;
1887-1888: Cornelius Foley;
1888-1890: Henry Harris;
1890: Arthur Westerman;
1891-1896: James Simpson;
1896: Thomas Stephenson;
1896-1897: William Norgate;
1897-1899: William Lake;
1899-1900: Henry Brinklow;
1900-1924: Frederick Charter;
1927: Albert Charter
Beerhouse closed 1927

The Chequers Public House: 8 Brook End, Potton

The Chequers about 1903 [X758/1/8/120]
The former Chequers, 8 Brook End, is a splendid old building. It was listed by English
Heritage in November 1986 as Grade II, of special interest. It dates from the 18th
century and is timber-framed with an exterior application of roughcast render. The
gable ends are encased in brick and the whole exterior walls are colourwashed. The
property comprises two storeys with attics beneath a tiled roof known as a gambrel.
The house seems to have been built in 1783 by John Pedley on the site of a number
of cottages burned down in the Great Fire of Potton of 14 August that year (which
ties in with the English Heritage dating) [HF40/2/14/17]. In 1803 the owner was
Stephen Raymond because he redeemed the Land Tax on it [LS111]; the property
was already called the Chequers and so may have been built as an intended
licensed premises.
In 1834 ownership of the Biggleswade brewing firm of Wells and Company was
conveyed from Robert Lindsell and William Hogg to Frederick Hogg and William
Lindsell. The two new owners were admitted as tenants to the Chequers in 1836
[HF40/2/14/17] The property was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of the Manor of
Potton Rectory. People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of
conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a
manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court
or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (known as a fine) for the
privilege.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Chequers had been
licensed over a hundred years and was owned by Wells and Company. Clearly the
Chequers had only been licensed 93 years or so if it was built around 1783 however,
the phrase “over one hundred years” probably just means “a long time”, the register
is not always accurate on the dates it gives for first licensing.
Wells and Company became Wells and Winch in 1899 when purchased by Kent
businessman George Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch. In that year the
Chequers was enfranchised, that is to say, the owners paid a fine to convert it from
copyhold to freehold property, free from any need to pay further fines to the manor
[GH50/2]. Wells and Winch, merged with Suffolk brewers Greene King in 1961,
taking that name as Greene King (Biggleswade) in 1963.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 stated that the Chequers needed repairing,
it was 51 yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Bell) and had one front and
two back doors. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and

piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value.
Potton, like most of the county, was assessed in 1927 and the valuer visiting the
Chequers [DV1/C12/98] found that the licensee had been there about a year and
was "very honest" and he discovered that weekly trade consisted of three barrels and
four or five dozen bottles of beer along with twenty gallons of spirits and the same
amount of wine per year. All this amounted to takings of £20 per week on average.
The buildings consisted of two attics with two bedrooms and a box room below and,
below that, a club room, tap room, bar, kitchen and scullery and, below that, a cellar.
Outside were a cart shed, a three stall stable and a barn.
In 1944 the Potton rescue car was garaged at the Chequers [WW2/AR/C/2/234]. This
vehicle would have been used to carry people to the scene of any bombing raid to
begin rescuing the injured; fortunately it was never needed.
This long running public house closed in 1979, just shy of two hundred years after it
was built. It is now a private house.

8 Brook End February 2013
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HF40/2/14/17: recital of construction: 1783;
LS111: Certificate for redemption of Land Tax: 1803;
CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
HF40/2/14/17: recited conveyance: 1836;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
GK50/1: admission of C. S. Lindsell: 1898;
GK1/36: sale catalogues of Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance: 1899;
GK50/2: enfranchisement: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;








X758/1/8/120-121: photographs of horse and carts outside public house:
c.1903;
Z1039/34/1: epitome of conveyance of adjoining land to Lindsell and Winch:
1919;
WW2/AR/C/2/234: garaging for ambulance and converted rescue car at
Chequers: 1944;
X704/123: Chequers Savings Club: 1950s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North
Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1824: James Mead;
1828-1836: Elizabeth Mead;
1850: John Miles;
1853-1864: William Lunniss;
1872-1882: William Kitchin;
1891-1893: Isaac Emery;
1893-1895: Fanny Emery;
1895-1905: John Baker;
1905-1910: Thomas Hills;
1910-1924: Horace Montague;
1926-1927: Edwin H. Lewin;
1928: Jesse Beddell;
1931: Ezra Carter;
1940: Thomas Gordon;
1957: Leonard Snell;
1957-1959: Harry James Dobson;
1959-1960: Frederick George Sutton;
1960-1965: Robert Young;
1965-1966: Thomas Fish Hay;
1966-1979: Keith Desmond Bilton;
1979: Herbert Sansom
Public House closed 1979

The Cock Beerhouse: 22 Horslow Street, Potton

22 Horslow Street March 2007
In 1720 George Pedly devised a number of licensed premises to his sons: the Cock,
the Maidenhead (later the Queen’s Head), the King’s Arms and the White Lyon
[WG88]. It seems unlikely that this Cock was the same as the later beerhouse, which
seems to have been licensed only in the 19th century but the property is probably old
enough to allow it. The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record [HER] contains
information on the county’s historic buildings and landscapes and summaries of each
entry can now be found online as part of the Heritage Gateway website. The entry for
22 and 24 Horslow Street [HER 2189] describe them as probably dating from the
17th century with 18th cebtury additions; the properties are not listed. The Cock was
not in existence between 1822 and 1828 as it is not listed in the countywide licensing
registers [CLP13] and the other licensed premises noted in the registers are all
accounted for, ruling out any change of name.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse, then without a
name, was first licensed in 1833; the owner was James J. Weston of Biggleswade. In
1875 Weston put his “newly built but long established” Biggleswade Brewery and its
seventeen tied houses up for sale. The sale particulars [WG2563] list the Cock as Lot
17 and state: “a capital Brick and partly Stud-built and Tiled DWELLING HOUSE
known as the “Cock”, Licensed for the Sale of Beer, Situate with frontage of about 78
feet to Ostler Street on the West, containing tap room, parlour, small kitchen, pantry
or closet, sunk cellar, and 4 bedrooms (with attics), together with large yard, having
gateway entrance at side, partly brick and stud built and pantiled barn and cart shed,
timber built and pantiled wash house with stable at end, chaff place and lost,
enclosed farm yard, well of water, &c., and capital piece of Garden Land at the back,
being now in tenure of Mr. James Endersby; also a partly brick and stud built
COTTAGE or tenement adjoining, with frontage to the aforesaid street, containing 3
rooms as now in tenure of David Brown or his under tenant, with a brick built and
tiled wash house and barn at end, small yard and garden, the whole of this Lot
occupying a site of about one acre, having an extensive frontage admirably adapted
for building purposes to the Church Path, being bounded on the East by various
properties, and North by that of Mr. B. Compton. This Lot is Copyhold of the Manor of
Potton Burdett”.
People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to
someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and
the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent
one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.

The countywide register of 1891 gives the owner of the Cock as Oswell Mears whilst
the 1903 register gives it as Phillips and Company of Royston [Hertfordshire]. The
property was in good repair, fifty yards from the nearest licensed premises and had
one front and one back door. The beerhouse closed in 1926 and is now a private
house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the former Cock [DV1/C11/14]
in March 1927 noted “former public house”. It was now owned and occupied by John
Elwood, the former licensee and comprised a living room, a parlour, a kitchen and a
scullery.
References:
WG88: probate of will of George Pedly: 1720; HF143/1: Register of Alehouse
Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873; HF143/2: Register of
Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877; WG2563:
sale particulars of Biggleswade Brewery licensed houses: 1875; HF143/3: Register of
Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881; HF143/4:
Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1891-1900; HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914; PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty
Sessional Division: 1903-1915
List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1878: James Endersby;
1878-1892: Jane Endersby;
1892-1924: John Ellwood
Beerhouse closed 1926

The Cross Keys Public House: 12 Horslow Street, Potton

12 Horslow Street March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Cross Keys beerhouse was
first licensed in 1839; it was then owned by James Horne of Potton. The countywide
register of 1891 gives the owner as Alfred Richardson of Potton, though the property
was tied to Phipps’ Brewery of Northampton. Richardson had had a small brewery in
Biggleswade from 1869, moving to Potton in 1880. The countywide licensing register
of 1903 gives the beerhouse’s owner as the Potton Brewery Company. The property
was in good repair, 56 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had one front
and one back door.
The Potton Brewery Company began as a brewery established by Francis Bingham
in King Street around 1835. On his death in 1885 his nephew, of the same name,
inherited the business. In 1889 the brewery was sold to William Smith who sold it to
Alfred Richardson in 1893 who added it to his own business but then quickly sold his
brewing interests to a partnership of Samuel Fuller, George Kitchener, John Butler
Johnson and Elizabeth Pope who traded as the Potton Brewery Company. The firm
was bought by Bedford brewers Newland and Nash in 1922 when the King Street
brewery was demolished. Two years later Newland and Nash was bought by
Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch. They, in turn, merged with Suffolk brewer
Greene King in 1961.
On 10th July 1912 the landlord, Frederick Bossingham, was convicted of selling
liquor during prohibited hours and fined £5 plus costs [HF143/6]. In 1927 the public
house was valued under the 1925 Rating Valuation Act [DV1/C11/32]. The valuer
found that it contained three bedrooms, a tap room, a parlour, a kitchen and a cellar
as well as a two stall cart hovel. Trade was two barrels of mild per week, nine gallons
of bitter and eight dozen bottles of beer it was: "near housing scheme in town". At
some point, probably in the 1950s, the Cross Keys became a fully-licensed public
house. It closed its doors for the last time in 1988 and is now a private house.
References:


HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;















HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
X501/12: provisional deed of charge by Alfred Richardson to William Thomas
Chapman of property including four Potton public houses: 1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
X501/15: mortgaged, with other property, by Alfred Richardson to William
Thomas Chapman: 1880, redeemed 1894;
X501/16: mortgaged, with other property, by Alfred Richardson to Henry
Raynes: 1881, redeemed 1894;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;
GK297/2: conveyance of all property from Newland and Nash to Wells and
Winch: 1938;
X704/123: Savings Club: 1950s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North
Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1879: John Yerrill;
1879-1882: Fanny Yerrill;
1882-1883: William Hutchinson;
1883-1889: John Payne;
1889-1890: Walter Farlong;
1890: George Page Turney;
1891-1893: Richard John Richardson;
1893-1904: William Gurney;
1904-1912: Frederick Bossingham;
1912-1924: John Larkins;
1927-1931: Joseph Richardson;
1936-1940: Ernest C. Westhorp;
1957-1974: Albert John Charter;
1974-1988: Michael John Allen
Public house closed 1988.

The Duke of Wellington Beerhouse: 17 Blackbird Street, Potton

17 Blackbird Street March 2007
Potton History Society compiled a list of old licensed premises in the town and their modern
addresses [CRT130Potton27]. This list equates the Duke of Wellington with 17 Blackbird
Street. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the beerhouse was first licensed
in 1859 and the owner was Ashwell [Hertfordshire] brewer Edward K. Fordham In 1875
Thomas Vincent, a police sergeant stationed at Potton, reported that at 5.30 on the evening of
23rd July he was on duty in Blackbird Street when he saw Jeremiah Campling, of Potton,
tailor [of Horslow Street] and that he was very drunk. Vincent told him to go home but he said
he wanted another drink and went into the Duke of Wellington. Vincent followed Campling
and told the landlady not to serve him. Campling then came out and went towards his home;
he was subsequently fined five shillings with eight shillings costs [HF147/4/780].
The countywide licensing register of 1891 gave the owner as W. A. Fordham and that of 1903
as Fordham and Company. The Duke of Wellington was then in good repair and was 69
yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Three Blackbirds); it had one front and one
back door. The Duke of Wellington closed its doors for the last time in 1913. The Rating and
Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most parts of the county, was assessed
in 1927. The valuer visiting the former beerhouse [DV1/C25/97] found that the owner and
occupier was a man named Jennings. His accommodation comprised a living room, a pantry
and a kitchen with four bedrooms above. There was also a wood and corrugated iron hovel
and stable, which the valuer characterized with the word “neglect”. Another hand has written:
“No garden. Bad position”.
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HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
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PSBW8/1: register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1881: John Brown;
1881-1889: Sarah Brown;
1889-1896: Frederick William Giles;
1896-1908: Henry Warren;
1908-1913: Walter Meeks Bentley
Beerhouse closed 27th December 1913

The Eagle Beerhouse: Eagle Farm, Everton Road, Potton

Eagle Farm August 2013
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse was first licensed in
1861, the owner being Ashwell [Hertfordshire] brewer Edward K. Fordham. The 1891 register
states that the owner was W. A. Fordham and the register for 1903 that it was Fordham and
Company. The Eagle was then in good repair, was a quarter of a mile from the nearest
licensed premises and had one front and one back door. In July 1875 John Kirkham was a
farmer of Everton. He needed a housekeeper and made a written agreement with John
Watson to work for him for twelve months. Watson was sent to Potton Station with a wagon
and three horses and a load of potatoes. A boy with another horse and cart was sent with
him. When he did not return John Kirkham went to look for him and found the horses and
wagon standing at the door of the Eagle. Watson, of course, was drunk and the boy was also
the worse for drink. Watson then refused to come out. The next day Watson was sent to
Potton station again. He returned four and a half hours later and left the horses in the high
road and went to the Eagle again. Kirkham had to take care of his horses himself. He later
asked Watson to fetch a load of straw. He went part of the way, drove the horses and wagon
into a field, released the horses and went off to have a drink again! [HF147/5/803]. On 20th
August 1879 the licensee, Henry Taylor, was fined £1 and 8/6 costs. This was because ten
days earlier, a Sunday, he had been caught selling beer during prohibited hours at the Eagle.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the
country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of the county,
was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the Eagle [DV1/C26/36] found the licensee was
less than helpful, noting: "referred to Fordhams. Refused to give me trade". He was able to
find that the building consisted of three bedrooms, a tap room, a living room, a parlour, a
scullery and a cellar. The adjoining farm premises consisted of two loose boxes used as
stores, a barn, stable and lean-to hovel as well as 1.187 acres of land. The beerhouse did not
have much of a future, closing its doors for the last time in 1932. Today the former licensed
premises is a private house.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1898: Henry Taylor;
1898-1909: Mary Taylor;
1909-1914: Moses Warboys;
1920-1932: William Warboys;
Beerhouse closed 1932

The Fire of 1878 in Potton

North side of Blackbird Street August 2013
The Great Fire of Potton of 1783 is well known. It did great damage to the town. In
June 1878 another large fire engulfed the town. The Bedfordshire Mercury of 29th
June reported it as follows.
"By far the worst fire that has happened in the entire county of Bedford within living
memory occurred on Wednesday last [26th June] in this town. Soon after ten o'clock
on the day named it was noticed that smoke was issuing from a barn on premises
occupied by Thomas Abbott. His dwelling house is situated on the left hand side of
Blackbird-street entering the town from the station, and the barn was about thirty
yards in its rear; it contained a large quantity of straw, which, with already overheated
roof, lent additional aid to the flames. An alarm was quickly raised, and in all
directions the inhabitants were astir for the cry of "Fire" in Potton has ever proved
itself of a terrible and alarming nature. In 1783 the greater part of the town which up
to then had maintained a good market, was destroyed by fire, and since that time on
several occasions has this awful visitant scared the townsfolk. A curious superstition
of this part of the country, in common with much a larger area was verified by this
fire.It is commonly believed that if a hare runs through the streets of a town a fire is
sure to follow, and certain it is that on Tuesday last a hare did run through
Potton and it was certainly followed by a terrible fire. many of the inhabitants were
really alarmed by the unwelcome appearance of "Poor Puss" and seemed to take the
dread news of Wednesday as the naturally expected result. Guided probably by the
remembrance of former fires all set to work to remove household property , and in a
very short time the streets were literally filled with beds, beddings, bedsteads, chairs,
tables, crockery, pictures, ornaments and every description of furniture. Meanwhile
the devourer was progressing, and soon a piece of fire flew over the threatened block
to the corner of Bull-street, thus making confusion worse confounded, and throwing
additional terror into a previously safe district. The fire engines were quickly got out
and Mr. Walker, surgeon [of 9 King Street], captain of the newly-formed Volunteer
Fire Brigade, ably directed the efforts of his men: the large engine was placed as
near the scene of the fire as possible, in the yard of John Fane, butcher: but as that
individual positively refused to allow the water from his pump to be used, and
moreover removed the sucker to ensure his word being obeyed, it was necessary to
remove the engine to another spot, which was not, however, nearly so
advantageous. To us it seems almost beyond comprehension that anyone could so
assist the destruction of his neighbour's property, but that this was the result of
Fane's conduct is clearly manifest. At the start of the fire a few buckets of water
woudl probably have extinguished it; and when it had gone beyond that a prompt
supply from the fire-engine would no doubt have soon arrested the flames, and
saved a great portion of the property that is now destroyed".

"Mr. Walker, who throughout the whole day was ably assisted by Sir John Burgoyne,
however, lost no time in vain regrets, and seeing that the fire was extending beyond
the power of his brigade to cope with it, he, after consultation with Sir John,
telegraphed to Biggleswade for that brigade with a good length of hose. On receipt of
the telegram Sergeant Vincent laid it before Superintendent Bedlow, who at once
summoned the brigade, and in a quarter of an hour the engine felt the town mounted
by Foremen Spong and White, and four brigadiers, together with Mr. A. Hill of the
Bedford Brigade, who had been attending the Biggleswade Sessions [Captain
Augustus Hill was later head of the Bedford Volunteer Fire Brigade, he was also coproprietor of the Bedfordshire Mercury!]. The journey to Potton was quickly run, and
on reaching the town Mr. Walker directed the engine to the brook at the outside of
the town, whence, throughout the day a continuous supply of water was pumped
through over a quarter of a mile of hose up to the Potton No. 1, and later on to the
Bedford engine. The smaller Potton engine was sent to the fire in Bull-street, where
under the guidance of Mr. George King [brazier of Blackbird Street], it was confined
to its original bounds".
"In consequence of the large area of ground covered by the burning buildings it was
a matter of great difficulty to know where to begin work, but while Mr. Walker was
superintending the operations in Blackbird-street, with a view to prevent its extension
towards Post Office street [Chapel Street], Mr. Hill directed the pulling down of a
barn and a slaughter house at the rear of John Fane's house [no doubt with some
satisfaction] and the result showed the wisdom of the step, for, with the exception of
scorching the end of a barn which adjoined that pulled down at right-angles, the fire
did not spread a single foot beyond the gap thus made".

14 to 20 Sun Street August 2013
"The next thing was, if possible, to save a few of the houses in Sun-street nearest to
Mill-lane [Horne Lane] but on the opposite side of the road, and it is gratifying to be
able to state that after several hours of ceaseless, hard, and very hazardous work
three cottages nearest to Fane's were quite saved, as was the beershop of Henry
Parkin [the Gardeners Arms, 20 Sun Street], with the exception of a few feet of tiling
which were removed as a matter of precaution. About half-past twelve a consultation
took place between the representatives of the different brigades, which resulted in Sir
John Burgoyne telegraphing for the Bedford brigade to come with plenty of hose with
all speed. The telegram reached Captain Thody at five minutes past one, and at 1.25
the engine drawn by a magnificent team of four horses crossed from the Swan Hotel,
crossed the bridge [i.e. Bedford Bridge] for Potton. At half-past two the engine was in
Potton, and the horses looked in really fine condition then. Captain Thody was shown
the extent of the fire and, by the time he had seen it, Foreman Banks, with the
assistance of Engineer Ball had placed the engine with a good supply of pumpers
ready for work; and in a few minutes after their arrival the Bedford brigade with their

powerful engine were throwing a tremendous force of water on to the fire. In the
meantime the Sandy engine with a number of helpers had arrived, but from the first a
feeling of jealousy of the other engines, with properly organized brigades was
manifested, and after several fruitless appeals, it was decided to displace them, and
allow the Biggleswade engine to supply both the Potton and Bedford engines. In the
course of the afternoon, about four o'clock, Mr. Harvey of Ickwell sent over his engine
and a numebr of men, buy on arriving, they found all danger of extension at an end,
the flames being rapidly got under".
"For five hours all the engines worked constantly, the firemen likewise, and by eight
o'clock it was evident that all danger was at an end, or nearly so. Several accidents,
fortunately not severe, occurred, but there were narrow escapes. The first was in the
removal of Fane's slaughter-house, when Brigadier Taylor of the Biggleswade team
was precipitated from the roof to the ground, a distance of nearly fifteen feet; beyond
a severe shaking he was not hurt. Later on Brigadier Allen, of the Bedford team, had
a very narrow escape of being killed on the spot. He, with Brigadiers Baker and
Town, was at work in Sun-street when a heavy coping and iron-spouting fell on his
helmet, a distance of full 15 feet, knocking him over and deeply indenting his helmet,
which alone saved his skull. Another accident happened to a Potton lad, whose
name we did not learn; he was engaged in assisting to pull down some buildings
when an iron spike ran into his leg and made a bad wound. He was promptly
attended to by Mr. Walker, and is, we hear, not very severely injured".

4 to 14 Blackbird Street August 2013 - all post 1878 properties
"An idea of the destruction may be gained from the following facts: - The fire started
in Abbott's barn, and extended on the right to cottages occupied by Lester,
Richardson, Amey, Westrop, Dalby, all the way to the corner of Blackbird-street. On
in a continuous line in Sun-street it took a cottage occupied by Mrs. Barringer, the
Queen's Head public-house, occupied by Joseph Shearman; all the back premises of
the beerhouse kept by Henry Parkin [the Gardeners Arms], and the slaughter-house
and barns of John Fane, with part of those of John Paul, which ran up to the
Independent Chapel [in Sun Street]. To the left of Abbott's the fire consumed a house
occupied by Charter, the Barley Mow beershop, and all the back premises of the
same, also some hovels and barns, and an old cottage that was formerly the postoffice, but which was fortunately unoccupied. At the corner of Bull-street there were
destroyed two cottages the property of Mr. Charles Edwards of East Hatley,
Cambridgeshire, and this was where the Potton No. 2 engine was placed. The
greater part of the property was insured, chiefly in the Sun, County and Norwich
Union offices; but the property destroyed, although it covers an area of very nearly
three acres, was not of the most valuable class, being largely composed of thatch
roofed cottages and outbuildings, though of course many of the larger ones facing

the streets were fairly good brick and tiled or slated dwellings. The loss will probably
amount to some three or four thousand pounds".
"We have already mentioned Sir John Burgoyne; it is only just to say that the
gentleman was as active as any in watching the progress of the fire, and
endeavouring by the best means to encourage and assist the firemen. The police
were represented by Major Warner, Chief-constable of Bedfordshire, Superintendent
Bedlow, Biggleswade; Sergeants Vincent and Daniels, the Police-constables
Newton, Bates and Little of the Beds force; while Inspector Carlow from Caxton,
Sergeant Grigg and Police-constable Jones from Gamlingay, were present and
assisted on behalf of the Cambridgeshire force".
"The Bedford brigade left Potton for home soon after eight and were eagerly
welcomed by a large crowd of persons at the engine house. On arrival there they
were highly gratified at seeing the following telegram, which had been despatched by
Sir John Burgoyne to Inspector Haynes -"
"Potton
4.50
p.m.
"Have got fire under: about sixteen house and large outbuildings destroyed. Bedford
engine has done good service".
"This is significant indication of the magnitude of the fire and of the services rendered
by the fire-brigades. Great praise is due to Captain Walker, Mr. Raynes [Henry
Raynes of 22 King Street], Mr. W. J. Arnold [Walter James Arnold, surveyor, of Bull
Street] and Mr. Guest [Arthur Guest, draper, of the Market Square] of the Potton
brigade for their persistent labours throughout the day, and we trust that while hoping
they may not be wanted again for many years, they will soon be consolidated and
drilled into shape, for the brigade includes some excellent workable material".
"Throughout the night of Wednesday the Biggleswade and Potton engines with a
number of firemen under Foreman Spong, remained at the scene of the fire, but
fortunately their services were not required beyond giving an occasional dose of
water to subdue persistent bodies of fire. Captain Millar, of the Biggleswade Brigade,
came over on Wednesday night and kindly relieved Mr. Foreman Spong".
"During Thursday the engines were kept in readiness on the scene, there being still a
large mass of smouldering debris. The greatest possible indignation prevails
throughout the parish with regard to the conduct of Mr. Fane who, on Wednesday
night, would have undoubtedly suffered violence from the crowd if the Brigade had
not been stationed in front of his house".
"In addition to Sir J. M. Burgoyne, Bart., there were also on the scene during the fire
Mr. J. N. Foster, Colonel Kindsell and Captain Barnett. Sir John, as president of the
newly-formed local Brigade, did everything in his power to forward their work; and
very valuable aid was given with the Potton No. 2 engine by Mr. Charles Lindsell (son
of Mr. C. S. Lindsell of the Holme), who did good work with a branch pipe from the
top of a burning building. Mr. Peacock [Charles Peacock of the Green Man], close by
had a quantity of benzoline on his premises, and earnestly called for some one to
help him remove it, but owing to its proximity to the burning property, his appeal was
unheeded until Mr. Lindsell volunteered for the dangerous task, which he effected
with the utmost coolness and bravery. Mr. Bingham [Francis Bingham, brewer and
cooper of King Street and Hogg Hill], with the small manual engine at their brewery,
rendered good service in preventing the spreading of the flames. We cannot praise
too highly the services rendered by the Potton Brigade, but one thing was painfully
apparent, that they could not exercise authority or do work so methodically as the
organized brigades of Bedford and Biggleswade, having no uniform or implements
with which to cut away or pull down buildings, - deficiencies which we hope the

parishioners will at once set themselves to work to make good, for Captain Walker
and his men have proved themselves worthy of every support. It is only right to add
that Mr. Race Raynes [William Race Raynes, solicitor of King Street], the secretary,
also rendered valuable assistance".
"It is satisfactory to have to state that no loss life, human or otherwise, attended the
fire. On Thursday, however, an accident occurred which it was feared would
terminate fatally. A heavy iron water cart, belonging to Mr. T. B. Kitchener [Thomas
Benbow Kitchener, manufacturer of drills and threshing machines, Moon's Corner] ,
was brought full of water to a smouldering portion of the ruins, and on the horse
being taken out the iron cylinder tilted at the back, throwing the shafts upwards and
hurling the driver, named Kitchener, a considerable distance into the debris, where
his head came into contact with some charred beams. He was picked up insensible
but Captain Walker, surgeon, was in attendance upon him in a few minutes, and the
injuries were found not to be so serious as was anticipated".
"During the night of Wednesday the burnt-out people - men, women and children,
spent the night by the hedge sides, but there was no sound of lamentation, and some
groups kept singing - "Hold the fort" until an advanced hour on Thursday morning. A
considerable quantity of their household furniture had been saved from the fire".

The south side of Bull Street August 2013
"Appended is a list of the occupiers whose premises were totally or partially
destroyed: - David [sic] Abbott, market gardener, in whose shed the fire originated;
[James] Smith, bricklayer; Brittain, labourer; Dazely, labourer; Darlow, labourer;
[Charles] Charter, cooper [Sun Street]; Pigott, Barley Mow, house partially destroyed
by falling down, also by water and fire; Lester, labourer; [William] Richardson,
shoemaker [Horne Lane]; [William] Amey, tailor [Blackbird Street]; Dalby, cabinet
maker; [George] Amey, bootmaker [Sun Street]; Mrs. Roslin, widow; Shearman,
Queen's Head, utterly burnt; Henry Parkin, Gardeners Arms, partially destroyed; Mrs.
Seamer, widow; Stonebridge, labourer; Earl, labourer; also outbuildings of the
Woolpack, part of outbuildings of Mr. T. B. Kitchener, outbuildings of Mr. Fane,
unoccupied outbuildings of Mr. S. C. Whitbread (of Southill), were destroyed. The
area covered by the burnt buildings includes the space lying within Post-office-Street,
Moon's Corner, Blackbird Street, Sun Street, and Bull Street, and comprising nearly
three acres".
"In happy contrast to the churlish conduct of Mr. Fane in refusing access to his water
was the alacrity with which Mr. Richardson, brewer [Henry Richardson of Sun Street],
kindly offered his reservoir. This fire affords to the inhabitants of Potton another
powerful argument in favour of providing a central reservoir which will be always

available in case a similar casualty should occur. The following members of the
Bedford and Biggleswade Brigades attended the fire: -"
"Biggleswade Brigade - Foremen Spong and White, Brigadiers Franklin, E.
Dodimead, Field, March. Albone. Moffatt, Bomrose, Reynolds, Dodimead, C. Taylor
and F. Taylor. The Bedford Brigade was represented by Captain Thody, Foreman
Banks, Secretary May, Engineer Ball and Brigadiers Mann, Thody, Coote, Town,
Evans, Baker, Potter and Allen. To guard their own town Brigadiers Haynes and
Freshwater were left at home in accordance with standing custom of the Bedford
Brigade".
"During Thursday night the members of the Potton Brigade were obliged to keep up a
careful watch, as the wind fanned into flame the burning embers in various portions
of the ruins. The indignation of the populace against Mr. Fane, the butcher, is great,
and the families who have lost all their furniture bitterly denounce his conduct. On
Thursday night he was serenaded by what is called "Baxter's Band", and for the
space of an hour was treated to such a concordia discors kind of music as could only
be obtained from saucepans, frypans and teakettles. A guard had to be placed upon
the house to protect him from the populace. At nine o'clock yesterday (Friday)
morning the Brigade gave up the charge, the fire being almost extinct".
The reviled John Fane was not driven out of Potton by the rough music and the
resentment of the townsfolk. He was still in residence in 1881. The census of that
year shows he lived at 14 Sun Street, he was then 49 and was unmarried. He is
described as a master butcher and had been born in Sandy. He lived alone except
for his 41 year old spinster sister Elizabeth.

14 Sun Street August 2013

The Fox & Crown Public House: Biggleswade Road, Potton
The Fox and Crown was one of Potton’s longer established public houses. The
countywide licensing register of 1876 states that it had then been lisensed for over a
century.
In 1789 Thomas Wagstaff of Potton, a carpenter, devised the Fox and Crown in his
will equally to his two sons William and Jarman. The last name may actually be
Germain as this seems to have been a family name [ABP/W1789/10]. William made
his will two years later and devised his half of the business to his brother Thomas
[ABP/W1791/6].
For such a well established public house we known very little about it. We know, from
census returns, that it was at the north end of Biggleswade Road, the 1851 census
goes from a house in Blackbird Street to German Wagstaff and his family in
Biggleswade Road, so it suggests that the Fox and Crown was close to the junction
of the two roads. The census states that Wagstaff, born in Potton, was then 51 and
was not only a victualler but a tailor, too. His 50 year old wife Sarah had been born in
Radwell [Hertfordshire] and all their children, Elizabeth aged 21, Thomas aged 13,
Emma aged 11, John aged 8 and Michael aged 4 had been born in Potton. Sarah
and Elizabeth have no occupation in the census, presumably they helped to run the
pub. The other person living at the address was journeyman tailor Thomas
Duncombe, aged 51, from London.
The annual licensing meeting of the Biggleswade Petty Sessions in August 1881
noted that the house had been pulled down and cottages built on the site.
References:
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1824: John Parker;
1825-1881: Germain Wagstaff;
Public House closed between August 1880 and August 1881

The Gardener’s Arms Beerhouse: 20 Sun Street, Potton

20 Sun Street March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that a beerhouse without a sign but
in the ownership of James Home of Potton was first licensed in 1838. 14 to 20 Sun
Street is a terrace of four houses with a distinctive polychrome tile and brick band at
first storey level. The terrace is not listed. The Bedfordshire Historic Environment
Record [HER] contains information on the county’s historic buildings and landscapes
and summaries of each entry can now be found online as part of the Heritage
Gateway website. The entry for 14 to 20 Sun Street [HER 7086] dates the row to the
19th century “replacing a 17th century original”.
The first reference to the Gardeners Arms in any document held by Bedfordshire &
Luton Archives & Records Service is in 1872, in a licensing register, when owned by
the devisees of Thomas Strickland and run by James Jeakins. The property then
passed to James Home before being bought by Alfred Richardson who had begun a
brewery in Biggleswade in 1869, moving to Potton in 1880, his brewery was in King
Street; he mortgaged the Gardeners Arms and three licensed houses in Potton (the
Two Brewers, Cross Keys and Red Lion) and properties elsewhere to William
Thomas Chapman in 1877 [X501/12]. In 1878 the Second Great Fire of Potton
affected part of the premises. The Bedfordshire Mercury states that part of the roof
had to have its tiles removed but was otherwise saved; however, later in the same
article it describes the building as “partially destroyed”.
The countywide licensing register of 1891 gives the owner as Richardson but notes
that the beer was provided by Phipps’ Northampton Brewery. In 1894 [X501/15-16]
Richardson sold his business to a partnership of Samuel Fuller, George Kitchener,
John Butler Johnson and Elizabeth Pope who traded as the Potton Brewery
Company. The 1903 register states that the property was indeed owned by the
Potton Brewery Company and required repairing; it was just ten yards from the
nearest licensed premises and had one front and two back doors. Potton Brewery
Company was bought by Bedford brewers Newland and Nash in 1922 when the King
Street brewery was demolished. Two years later Newland and Nash was bought by
Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the Gardener’s Arms

[DV1/C12/75] considered it an: "Unattractive looking place" consisting of three
bedrooms and a box room upstairs with a tap room, a living room, a cellar and a
kitchen below. Outside were a washhouse and W. C., a hovel and a stable. Trade
was not brisk; the business sold about a barrel a week as well as four dozen bottles about a third of the trade was bitter, the rest mild.
The Gardener’s Arms closed its doors for the last time in August 1957. It is now a
private house.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1876: James Jeakins;
1876-1879: Henry Parkin;
1879-1881: William Peacock;
1881-1882: Henry King;
1880s: David Savill;
1886: George Head;
1880s: Edward Williams;
1891-1898: William Barringer;
1898-1901: Rebecca Barringer;
1901-1904: William Lenton;
1904-1907: William Hutchinson;
1907-1910: William Matthews;
1910-1924: Esau Clark Jackson;
1928: James Yarrell;
1931-1940: Mrs. Annie Yarrell;
1957: Harry James Dobson;
1957: William Harry Brooks
Beerhouse closed 3rd August 1957

The George and Dragon Public House [formerly The White
Hart also The George]: 2 to 4 King Street, Potton

The George and Dragon February 2013
The George and Dragon was known as the George following the former George Inn’s
destruction in the Great Fire of Potton in 1783. The former George, we can see from
a map of 1813 [W2/10], lay on the north side of the Market Square. The map shows a
building, probably stabling or a barn, standing well back from the frontage onto
the Market Square in an area labelled the George Yard. The frontage at that date
was empty but was later occupied by 9, 10 and 11 Market Square.
A mortgage of 1836 tells us explicitly that the George (clearly today's George and
Dragon because it was then a functioning inn), had also been known as the White
Hart [AD3889]. The deed goes on to state that the George, along with a bakehouse
and premises, four cottages and another dwelling house were all built on the site of
buildings and part of a close or closes called Upper Close and Lower Close. They
had belonged to George Kitchin and he had devised them in his will to his son, also
George. In 1836 George the son and his son, inevitably another George, mortgaged
them to Octavius Robert Wilkinson. This strongly suggests that the George and
Dragon was built on the site of the White Hart, which had been destroyed in the
Great Fire, just as the George was. The replacement inn was known as the George
and later as the George and Dragon.
The George and Dragon was listed by English Heritage in November 1986 as Grade
II, of special interest. It is dated to the 18th century, supporting the theory that it was
built after the Great Fire, "with later reworkings". The property is built of the same red
brick as other properties, such as 9 King Street, built after the fire, and comprises two
storeys with attics beneath a clay tiled roof. The listing notes: "included for group
value".
Also in 1836 a minor riot took place at the George [QSR1836/1/5/53]. John Jefferies,
constable of Everton said that on Saturday 26th September he had a warrant to
apprehend John Page for an offence against the game laws (i. e. he was a
suspected poacher). He heard Page was at the George Inn at Potton. He went there,
taking William Smith and Peter Gurney with him to assist. With their help he
apprehended Page, who resisted violently. They got him out of the house and as far
as the far end of the yard. A great crowd collected who kept calling out to Page to
encourage him to resist. They fell together in the yard, then got up again. Page called
out to James Almond to help him. Almond thrust himself between the policeman and
his prey and forced him to let go; Page then ran away. William Smith of Everton

stated that Almond struck him several times so that he was smothered in blood. He
also struck Peter Gurney once and pushed him backwards so as to prevent him from
assisting the constable. Constable Jeffries charged several persons, especially
William Baines of Potton, to aid and assist him in keeping the peace. Baines refused.
Baines and Almond were both brought to trial, but acquitted.
Curiously no gaol register contains an entry for John Page, nor are Baines or Almond
entered for their part in Page’s escape (they would have entered prison just before
trial). Almond may, however, have had previous. A nineteen year old called James
Almond of Everton was fined £2, with an alternative sentence of one month in prison,
in 1833 for assault. He was five feet seven inches tall and had a sallow complexion
[QGV10/1]. The same man was convicted in 1864, aged fifty, again of assault. This
time he was up with his son and was fined £5, the son also James and aged 23 was
given the same sentence [QGV12/1].
The inn, together with neighbouring properties, was sold by auction (at the Crown!) in
1847 [WG2441] the description being as follows: Lot 2: The well-known oldestablished “GEORGE INN”. It is freehold, substantially brick-built and tiled, with
large yard, extensive Stabling, Corn Shops, and other Outbuildings, in a most
advantageous situation and doing a good trade; now let to Mr. Day at a rental of £36
per annum, which rental includes all the premises now occupied by Mr. Fisher with
the George Inn. This lot to be subject to a right of cart way to lot 1 [6 and 8 King
Street], as delineated on the plan. The plan (see below) makes it clear that the
George is today’s George and Dragon.

Lot 2 is the George in this plan of 1847 [WG2441]
In December 1873 Elizabeth Abbiss, wife of the landlord, made a statement that
about a month before she had missed several articles of linen. Ann Giddings was
employed by her once a fortnight to come to her house to wash. She counted all her
linen and on 18th December gave information to the police. She went with Sergeant
Vincent to the house of George Giddings and was present when he searched it. She
identified as her property: three chamber towels; four pocket handkerchiefs; one
draper towel; two napkins; one pillow case; one pair of socks and one head dress.
The marks that were on them had been cut out. Mrs. Giddings had been in the habit
of taking her linen to her house to wash, but she had always returned the number of
articles correctly. Several other articles belonging to Mrs. Abbiss were still missing.
The value of the goods was nine shillings. When xross-examined by the magistrate
Mrs. Abbiss said that she did not know that Mrs. Giddings had been to prison before.

She went again with Sergeant Vincent to the Giddings’ house that morning and
identified two tea cloths, one little child’s blanket, one napkin with her name on it, one
apron, a duster, and a pair of child’s socks.
Thomas Vincent said that Mrs. Giddings told him she had nothing in the house
belonging to Mrs Abbiss. He searched the house and found various items in different
parts of the house which Mrs. Abbiss identified as her property. Mrs. Giddings said
she did not steal the articles but brought them home to wash. Vincent then told
George Giddings he would charge him with receiving stolen goods. Giddings said he
knew nothing at all about the matter. The couple were both detained in custody. Mrs.
Giddings said: “I am sure Mrs. Abbiss never catched me off my guard in her life and I
have worked at her house till twelve at night”.
The gaol register [QGV12/2] gives Ann Giddings’ age at the time as 42. She was
convicted and sentenced to six months hard labour. She had been convicted three
years earlier of stealing a gold pin and other items and had been to prison for
fourteen days hard labour on that occasion. One can only hope that she was taught a
lesson, certainly she does not appear in any other gaol registers. George was
obviously not brought to trial as he is not mentioned in the gaol register.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 still refers to the premises as the George
and notes that it had been licensed for over a hundred years; of course this particular
building could only have been licensed for around ninety three years but the period is
well over a century if either or both the old George and the White Hart are included.
In 1876 the property was owned by Frederick Fisher of Potton. The countywide
register of 1891 refers to the George and Dragon and notes that, unusually, it was
owned by Woburn Sands [Buckinghamshire] brewer John W. Down as a tied
premises. The countywide register of 1903 states that the George and Dragon was
then owned by Watford [Hertfordshire] brewer Benskin and Company, it was in good
repair, 41 yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Rose and Crown) and had
one front and two back doors.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927 and the valuer visiting the George and Dragon
[DV1/C12/61] made the cryptic remark on his notepad "I think personality here". More
prosaically he noted three bedrooms and attics upstairs with, below, a parlour, a
smoke room, a tap room, a living room, a kitchen and a cellar. He noted that it was
bounded by the Rose and Crown and that average weekly trade amounted to four
and a half barrels and six dozen bottles of beer along with six bottles of spirits.
Owned with the public house was a farm at the rear occupied by the licensee
consisting of a large barn and loft which was part sublet as a potato store and partly
used for wood by the licensee; there was also a three bay cart hovel, a loose box, a
two stall stable and a store.
Benskins of Watford were bought out by Ind Coope in 1967, which then became
Allied Breweries. The George and Dragon is still [2013] a public house, now owned
by Greene King.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1818 Thomas Ellis;
1822: Rachael Ellis;
1823-1828: William King;
1830: William Woodward;
1836: William Peters;
1839-1842: James Bennett;
1843-1848: James Fisher, plumber and glazier
1850-1869: Wiliam Wales/Wiles;
1872-1873: Henry Coull;
1873-1875: George Abbiss;
1875-1881: Henry Gudgin;
1881-1886: Thomas Parkin;
1886-1888: William Parkin;
1888-1889: Frances Bingham;
1889: Eliza Brown;
1889-1892: Sarah Brown;
1892-1904: Walter Meeks Bentley;
1904-1905: Francis Henry Cox;
1905-1909: John Warboys;
1909-1912: Leonard Surtees;
1912-1924: Harry Vincent Sapwell;
1927-1828: Alexander Charles Hilton;
1931: Walter J Bennett;
1940: Arthur Wilkinson;
1957-1960: George Louis Walker;
1960-1967: Alec Free;
1967-1976: Charles Thomas Clarke;
1976-1982: Stanley Ronald Appleby;
1982-1987: Donald O'Sullivan;
1987: Tracey John Buggins;
1987-1996: Michael Allen.

The George Inn: 9-11 Market Square, Potton

9 to 11 Market Square August 2013
As can be seen from the references below, the George was clearly an old building.
The first reference we have to it is as early as 1581 [S8] when the court roll of the
Manor of Potton Much Manured notes that John Faldo had devised an inn called the
George in Potton to his son Robert
The inn was clearly an important part of the life of the town as it is referred to as a
great inn in 1703 when it was owned by the Burgoyne family as lords of each of
Potton's four manors (Burdetts, Much Manured, Regis and Rectory) [W2089] and
included in a marriage settlement between Roger, son of Sir John Burgoyne, baronet
and Constance, daughter of the late Sir Thomas Middleton. The inn was held from
the manor along with ten acres of meadow and fifteen acres of arable by Francis
Cotton at a rent of £42/13/4.
On 21st February 1780 the following advertisement appeared in The Northampton
Mercury: To be LETT, and Entered upon immediately, All that Capital MESSUAGE,
or INN, called or known by the Name of Sign of the GEORGE, situate in the MarketPlace of POTTON, in the County of Bedford; together with the Yards, Barns, Stables
and Shops belonging to and now used with the same. And also all those 152 Acres
(Statute-Measure) of Arable-Land, Meadow and Pasture-Ground (110 Acres whereof
is inclosed) lying in Potton aforesaid, now also used and occupied with the said Inn
and the same are now in the tenure of Occupation of Richard Emery and is Assigns.
For further particulars enquire of Mr. Joseph Cole, of Shefford, in the said County of
Bedford. The House is very advantageously situated for good Business, and the
Effects and Stock in Trade may be had at a fair Appraisement".
The inn was destroyed in the Great Fire of Potton of 14th August 1783. In 1784 a
book was published (a copy of which is in Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records
Service searchroom library) called: The General Account of the Losses and the State
of the Collections and Distributions on Account of the Fire Which happened at Potton
in the County of Bedford. The account notes the name of each person losing money
by the fire, their profession and the amount lost (after insurance money), the
following are included:




Hannah Carter, servant to Mr.Smith at the George: £1/2/-;
Elizabeth Rowney, servant to Mr.Smith at the George: £1/4/6;
John Smith, innholder and farmer: £704/13/2.

It seems likely that John Smith succeeded Richard Emery. His losses are the eighth
largest as one might expect if a large proportion of the inn and therefore its stock of

alcohol was destroyed, not to mention loss of trade. It is known that the majority of
buildings in the Market Square, save for the west side, were destroyed. A map of
1813 [W2/10] shows part of the Market Square and identifies a property, set well
back from street as being in the George Yard. This frontage corresponds to today's
9, 10 and 11 Market Square which were not built until later in the century clearly
suggesting that the George itself had stood on the frontage they occupy today.
Additional evidence for the death of the George in 1783 is that today's George and
Dragon (itself built on the site of an inn called the White Hart) was called the George
in early 19th century documents and there would clearly not be two inns on the same
name so close together.
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1703: Francis Cotton;
1752: Edwards;
1780: Richard Emery;
1783: John Smith.

The Great Fire of Potton 1783
There was a great fire in Potton in 1783 in which many important documents and buildings
were destroyed. Before the fire Potton was a busy, prosperous market town dealing mainly in
wool. Around the market square were the large houses and stores of the wool staplers,
farmers and gentlemen. On 14th August a hay stack in King Street burst into flames and the
resulting sparks set fire to half the town in half an hour. Four hours later the fire was out and
the best part of the town burnt down. Two great inns and the buildings all round the market
place and in the road leading to it, along with the great houses and woolhouses, stables, grain
stores and barns belonging to Messrs Raymond, Livelong and Butler, were destroyed. The
workshop of Mr Millar and the furniture and clothing in the curate’s house were gone. Every
house except one in King Street had burnt down. The town never fully recovered its former
importance.
The calamity was news much further afield than Bedfordshire. A contemporary flyer, printed
at Chester for circulation in the midlands and north of England [CRT130Potton28] reads as
follows.

LOSS by FIRE
Whereas on Thursday the 14th Day of August last, a most terrible FIRE broke out in the Market Town of
POTTON, in the County of Bedford, about Two in the Afternoon; which, in the Space of Four Hours,
entirely consumed more than one Half of the said Town, together with almost the Whole of the Furniture,
Wearing Apparel, Stock in Trade and Effects of every Kind, belonging to the Inhabitants, to a very great
Amount; and also all the Barns, Stables, and Out-houses, with the Grain, Implements of Husbandry, and
every Thing contained therein, together with several Ricks of Hay. The Loss of the said Sufferers, upon
a most moderate Computation, and when all Insurances are deducted, amounts to the Sum of THIRTY
THOUSAND POUNDS and upwards, which has reduced them to the utmost Distress, and the greatest
Part of them must have even perished for want of the Necessaries of Life, if they had not been most
humanely and seasonably supplied by the neighbouring Gentlemen and Persons of every Rank.
Therefore it is most humbly requested, that all charitable and humane Christians, will take into their
mature Consideration, the Distress of the aforesaid poor Sufferers, and contribute towards their Relief,
without which Hundreds of them must remain miserable Objects the Remainder of their Lives.
At a Meeting of the Committee of the Gentlemen of the County of Bedford, at the Sun Inn, at
Biggleswade, on Friday the 5th Day of September 1783, on Behalf of the Sufferers by the late Fire at
Potton.
Ordered That Mr. JOHN TROTT be desired to go into the County of Derby, Chester, and Lancaster, or
any other County he may think proper, to solicit Subscriptions on Behalf of the Sufferers by the late Fire
at POTTON , to be applied only to the Relief of such Persons who are not able to sustain their Loss
Signed by











JOHN DILLY, SHERIFF
ONGLEY
G. PAYNE
WILLIAM PYM
E. GORUM
S. KETTILBY
JOHN HARVEY
C. BARNETT
R. THORNTON

N. B. Any Subscription paid into the Hands of Mr. Bayley, Market Harborough; Mr. Charles Upton, or Mr.
Crompton, Banker, Derby; Mr. Lowndham, Attorney, or Mr. Mansfield, Leicester; Mr. Abel Smith, or Mr.
John Wright, Nottingham, Messrs. Jones, Bankers, and J. Harrop, Printer, Manchester, will be duly
transmitted for the Benefit of the aforesaid Sufferers. It is humbly requested that the several Clergymen
of Derbyshire, Cheshire, Lancashire, and other Counties, will, with their Church-wardens, solicit
Subscriptions, and use their Interest in Favor of the unhappy Sufferers; and that those of Cheshire and
lancs, will transmit their Collections to Mr. Speed, Deputy Register, at Chester, or to Mr. Collinson, at
Lancaster, or Mr. Hogg, at Richmond.

The Green Man Public House: 6 Bull Street, Potton

The Green Man about 1920 [X758/1/8/118]
Most of the deeds to this public house are at Hertfordshire Archives Service in the
collection of archives of Simpson's Brewery of Baldock, they extend from 1707 to
1785. The countywide licensing register of 1876 stated that the Green Man had been
licensed for over a hundred years. It was then owned by Hertfordshire brewers
Simpson and Company of Baldock. The firm was established in 1853 by Thomas
George and Joseph Simpson and was floated as a private company in 1935 as
Simpson's Brewery Limited. In 1954 it was taken over by Suffolk brewers Greene
King.
The countywide register of 1903 stated that the premises required repairing, adjoined
another licensed premises (the King’s Head) and had one front and three side doors.
In 1906 the landlord, Alfred Hutchinson was convicted of selling adulterated rum on
17th January and was fined five shillings £1/1/4 costs. He remained the licensee for
at least another eight years.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer visiting the Green Man [DV1/C11/112]
noted that the tenant was not forthcoming ("refused information"). It contained five
bedrooms and a boxroom upstairs, with a bar, parlour, living room and kitchen
downstairs; outside were a cart shed, two barns and wood store as well as a garden.
The business sold two and a half barrels per week "now…say 3 barrels fair average".
It also sold about a dozen bottles of spirits and half a gallon of bulk spirits in a week.
The Green Man closed in the 1990s. It is now a private house.
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HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
Z1039/34/2a: copy conveyance from Wells and Company to Wells and
Winch: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/8/118-119: photographs: c.1920s;
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1830: William Meeks;
1844: Greenman;
1850: George Munns;
1853-1869: Thomas Norman;
1872-1874: Susan Norman;
1874-1878: Charles Peacock;
1878-1882: Thomas Parkin;
1882-1891: William Sharp;
1891-1893: William Ward;
1893-1896: Hannah Ward;
1896-1900: Thomas Paine;
1900-1901: Sarah Jane Paine;
1901-1914: Alfred Hutchinson;
1920-1940: George Lenton;
1957-1965: Edwin Horace Lightly;
1965-1968: Robert Desmond Priest;
1968-1969: George Sidney Russell;
1969-1973: Michael Gravestock;
1973-1974: Jeffrey Davies;
1974-1975: Victor Leonard Pratt;
1975-1976: John Michael Martin;
1976-1977: Raymond Tolson;
1977-1982: Alan Thomas Britton;
1982-1990: John Gilbert;
1990-1992: Nicholas James Proudman;
1992-1993: Richard A.B.Cox;
1993: Colin John Abram and Geoffrey John Reece;
1993-1994: William Thomas Morris;
1994-1995: Ronald George Cook;
1995: Raymond Alfred Beard;
1995: Robert Victor Fairey and James Robert Halliday;
1995: Kevin Frank le Page;
1995: Reginald Alfred Beard.

The Horse and Jockey Public House: 39 King Street, Potton

39 King Street March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse was first licensed in
1844, its owner in 1876 was brewer Edward K. Fordham of Ashwell [Hertfordshire]. In 1887
landlord Henry Jennings was convicted of selling beer during prohibited hours on 24th
August. He was fined £1 with 8/6 costs [HF143/4]. The countywide licensing register of 1891
notes that the Horse and Jockey was owned by W. A. Fordham of Ashwell and that it was tied
to his brewery. The register of 1903 gives the owner as Fordham and Company and stated
that the premises required repairs. The Horse and Jockey was twenty yards from the nearest
licensed premises (the Red Cow) and had one front and two back doors. The Rating and
Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country was to be
assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of the county was assessed in
1927. The valuer visiting the Horse and Jockey [DV1/C12/1] found it was a: "very good
modernized building" consisting of three bedrooms upstairs with a tap room, a parlour and a
kitchen below; outside was a two stall stable with a loft over. The business sold one to one
and a half barrels of mild and half a barrel of bitter per week with "very little bottled" trade.
Fordham and Company was taken over by J. W. Green Limited of Luton in 1952, and the
beerhouse became a fully licensed public house on 6th February 1953. J. W. Green merged
with Flowers Breweries from the Midlands and adopted the latter name in 1954. Whitbread
bought out Flowers in 1962. The Horse and Jockey closed for the last time in 1971 and is now
a private house.
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HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
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List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1872-1876: John Seamer;
1876-1880: Alfred Hill;
1880-1885: Charles Peacock;
1885-1886: Thomas Dazley;
1886-1892: Henry Jennings;
1892-1899: Edward Doughty;
1899-1900: George Thake;
1900: Robert Bye;
1900-1907: Charles Titchmarsh;
1907-1928: Tom Pike;
1931-1936: William Alfred Papworth;
1940: Horace Wilfred Petchey;
1957-1971: Leslie Alwyn Dennis;
1971: Frank Ronald Raines.
Public house closed 1971.

The Kings Arms Inn: King Street, Potton
This early inn is first mentioned in a will of 1720 [WG88]. George Pedly owned a
number of inns in the town. He devised the King’s Head and the Maidenhead (later
the Queen’s Head) to his son John and the King’s Arms, described as being in King
Street, went to his son George along with a piece of meadow next to Church
Causeway, the Cock in Horslow Street and the White Lyon along with another
Maidenhead Inn and a Nag’s Head Inn both at Sandy.
George Pedly may have been a maltster or brewer, though this is nowhere stated.
His will simply describes him as a gentleman, he died in the same year he made the
will. We know that his father John was a maltster [M15/17] and his son John likewise
[WG89].
The King’s Arms was obviously an important inn. A number of the streets in Potton
seem to have been after inns (such as Sun Street and Blackbird Street) and this
suggests that King Street was named after the King’s Arms. The fact that in 1804 a
stand of arms was to be set up at the inn for the use of the Volunteer Corps also
suggests the inn’s importance.
The King’s Arms seems to have survived the Great Fire of Potton of 1783, at least, it
is not one of the inns mentioned in the pamphlets totaling losses in the fire. It also
survived into the 19th century, as we have seen. These facts combine to make it
likely that the inn was not at the bottom of the street as properties here were
destroyed in the fire. The inn is not included in the countywide licensing register of
1822 to 1828 so it must be assumed that it closed for the last time at a date between
1804 and 1822
References:



WG88: probate of will of George Pedly: 1720;
X202/149: letter: 1804.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1720: William Walsome;
1804: Slim
Inn closed between 1804 and 1822.

The Kings Head [also the George III]: 4 Bull Street, Potton

4 Bull Street March 2007
The first reference to this public house is in 1682 when William Woodley, a Potton
butcher sold it to Potton maltster John Pedley for £95 [M15/17]. The Pedley family
also owned the Cock, Kings Arms, Maidenhead (later Queens Head) and White Lyon
in the town. In 1696 the King’s Head formed part of a marriage settlement when John
Pedley’s younger son George married Helen Smith of Connington [Cambridgeshire].
George made his will in 1720, dying in the same year, he devised the King’s Head as
well as the Maidenhead to his son John [WG88]. John Pedley mortgaged the King’s
Head to George Rugeley of Potton in 1756 for £100 [WG89] and four years later the
two men conveyed the inn to Frances Stonebridge, the licensee [WG90-91]. This
deed describes John Pedley as a surgeon, so evidently he had decided to get out of
the brewing business. In 1781 Frances Stonebridge conveyed the King’s Head to
Saint Neots [Huntingdonshire] brewer William Fowler for £180 [WG94-95].
Fowler's business was bought by another Saint Neots brewery firm, that of John Day
in 1814. In 1840 the brewery sold off fifty public houses, four beer shops and a farm one of the public houses was the King’s Head, then described as containing a bar, a
parlour, a kitchen, a cellar, a front shop, a store room and five bedrooms with a
detached slaughter house with lofts over, stabling for sixteen horses with lofts over, a
yard, a well and a right of cart way "as at present enjoyed". Annotations on the sale
particulars reveal it was purchased by a Mr. W. Smith for £714 [WG2526]. Some
early directories list the pub as the George III. The countywide licensing register of
1876 states that the public house was owned by Joseph Phillips, a brewer from
Royston [Hertfordshire] and the register of 1891 gives the same owner. In 1879 the
licensee, George Lunniss, was convicted for opening on Sunday 12th October and
was fined £1 with 8/6 costs. He did not lose his licence. In 1889 Alfred Few was fined
£2 and 8/6 costs for allowing liquor to be consumed on the premises during
prohibited hours on 13th December. He seems to have left the pub soon after.
The countywide register of 1903 gives the owner as Phillips and Company and states
that the house was in good repair. It was adjacent to another licensed premises (the
Green Man) and had one front and two side doors. It was about this time that the
public house closed its doors for the last time. The renewal of the licence was
refused on 3rd February 1904 on the grounds that it "had been shut up for some time
and was not required"[HF143/6]. The property later became a shop and today [2013]
is a private house.
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M15/17: conveyance: 1682;
WG86: marriage settlement: 1696;
WG87: recited mortgage: 1698;
WG87: assignment of mortgage: 1701;
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WG89: mortgage: 1756;
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LS37: conveyance of William Fowler’s properties and his sons: 1800;
WG331-333: conveyance to John Day: 1814;
CLP13: register of alehouse licenses: 1822-1828;
P64/5/3/323: bill for beer for the ringers: 1839;
WG2526: sale particulars of licensed premises of Saint Neots Brewery: 1840;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1682: William Woodley;
1696: Amos Walker;
1756-1795: Frances Stonebridge, widow;
1814: Robert Fowler;
1822-1823: William Savage;
1824: Joseph Emery;
1825-1826: John Kidman;
1827: Thomas Frost;
1828: William Taylor;
1839: Thomas Tear;
1840-1847: John Keeling (George III);
1850-1861: William Rose (also cooper and brewer);
1864-1869: Edmund Dear
1872: Edith Shearman;
1872-1884: George Lunniss;
1884: Thomas Warrell;
1884-1889: Charles Meacock;
1889: Alfred Few;
1890: Henry John Wills;
1894: Fred Cudmore;
1898: Robert Barnes;
1900: Frederick Sambrook;
1901-1902: Rebecca Barringer;
1902-1903: George Pearson
Public House closed c.1903.

The King's Hussars Beerhouse: [earlier the Pick & Shovel]:
Westbury, Deepdale, Potton

The Old House August 2013
The beerhouse, known as the King’s Hussars, stood almost opposite the Locomotive
which, considering the paucity of houses in the vicinity, seems excessive. The
countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the beerhouse, then called the Pick
and Shovel, was first licensed in 1864 and was owned by Ashwell [Hertfordshire]
brewer Benjamin Christy.
By the time of the countywide licensing register of 1891 the Pick and Shovel was
owned by Royston [Hertfordshire] brewer Joseph Phillips, whose company was still
the owner in 1903. By now the property was called the King’s Hussars. One can only
surmise that one of the landlords was an ex-trooper in the King’s Hussars and so
changed the name. The property was described as being in good repair, forty yards
from the nearest licensed premises (the Locomotive) and having one front and one
back door. The beerhouse closed for the last time in 1917 and became a private
house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the former King’s Hussars
[DV1/C182/6] found it now owned by H. Hendry and occupied by Charles Duffin
whose rent was £7/10/- per quarter, which included a wood and corrugated iron barn
and 1.302 acres of land nearby. The property comprised three reception rooms, a
scullery and a larder. There was a cellar beneath and above, on the first floor, four
bedrooms. The valuer commented: “Was a pub”. The property is now [2013] known
as The Old House.
References:






HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;





HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessionsl
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;
X704/275: photograph of postcard: 20th century.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1869-1872: Henry Cooper;
1872-1880: Charles Barford;
1880-1882: William Henry Earl;
1882: Frederick Hurdle;
1882-1884: John Bearley;
1884-1888: George Power;
1888-1889: Edwin Arnold Robbins;
1889: Ernest Hills;
1889-1892: George William Barber;
1892-1893: Edwin Kempson Mole;
1893-1894: Henry Kinch;
1894-1895: William Huckle;
1895-1896: George Davis;
1896-1897: Thomas Morgan;
1897-1899: George Ward;
1899-1900: Thomas Knights;
1900-1901: Harry Samuel Harrison;
1901-1902: Charles Thomas Clemence;
1902: Walter Hatton;
1902-1906: James Dolman;
1906-1913: Arthur Jeffs;
1913-1914: Emma Jeffs
Beerhouse closed 1917

The Locomotive Public House: 5 Deepdale, Potton

The Locomotive about 1920 [X758/1/17/35]
The deeds to the Locomotive (1826-1894) are still held by Charles Wells Limited.
The records at Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service are confined to
licensing registers and some images. The Locomotive stood almost opposite the
King’s Hussars which, given how few houses are in the vicinity, seems to be one
licensed premises too many. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that
the Locomotive beerhouse was first licensed in 1836 and by 1876 was owned by
Potton brewer Francis Bingham. In 1881 licensee James Brown Pigott was fined £5
and 8/6 costs for refusing police admittance on 5th January. He remained licensee
for another seven years. The countywide licensing register of 1891 gives the owner
as Joseph Robarts of Potton and tells us that the Locomotive was then a free house.
The register of 1903 states that the owner was Bedford brewer Charles Wells and
that the property needed repairing. It stood forty yards from the nearest licensed
premises (the King’s Hussars) and had one back and two front doors.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. The valuer visiting
the Locomotive [DV1/C182/22] found it owned by Charles Wells and tenanted by
Edward Hutchinson, whose rent was £15 per annum. The property had a tap room, a
living room, a parlour and a scullery on the ground floor, with a cellar. Three
bedrooms occupied the first floor. Outside stood a two bay wood and corrugated iron
hovel, a wood and tiled three bay hovel and a wood and tiled stable. Trade was
eighteen gallons of mild per week along with four dozen bottles. Takings averaged £2
per week. The valuer has helpfully stated that a barrel of mild cost £4/14/6 and sold
for five pence a pint. The Locomotive probably became a fully licensed public house
in the 1950s, along with other beerhouses. It closed early in the 21st century and is
now a private house.

The former Locomotive March 2007

References:















HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1900-1914;
X758/1/17/35: postcard of Deepdale including public house: c.1900;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1903-1915;
X704/275: photograph of postcard: c.1920s;
WL801/39: glass plate negative: c.1925;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire
Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980
WL722/29: Pint Pot in-house magazine of Charles Wells with photograph of
Locomotive: 1980;
Bedfordshire Magazine xxiv.p.275: interior photograph: c.1994.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1854-1874: James Lenton, pig dealer;
1874-1879: Joseph Leonard;
1879-1888: James Brown Pigott;
1888: James Tell;
1888-1894: Edwin Roberts;
1894-1896: Annie Roberts;
1896-1897: George Webb;
1897-1902: George Peacock;
1902-1910: Emma Peacock;
1910-1920: Arthur James Gale;
1924: Edward Hutchinson;
1928: Louisa Hutchinson;
1931-1936: John Austin;
1940: William Mallett
1957: Edward Allen Cheyne;
1957: Donald Anderson Jardine;
1957-1959: George Henry Jones;
1959-1962: Maud Maves;
1962-1963: Thomas James Flannery;
1963-1966: Alexander Brodie;
1966: Peter Robert Fielding Jameson;
1966-1970: Victor Douglas Bruton;
1970-1972: Samuel John Bellingham;
1972-1974: David Michael Wallace;
1974-1981: Christopher John Allen Clark;
1981-1982: Jeremy Lance Dimmock;
1982-1985: Clive Antony Billings;
1985-1992: Kenneth Arthur Roper;
1992-1993: Peter Roy Clayton;
1993-1995: George Michael McGrath
1995-1996: Clive Charles Melrose.

The Manor of Potton Burdetts
Volume II of The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire was published in 1908 and
contains histories of all the manors in Potton. The overlordship of Potton was held by
the Earl of Huntingdon. This was because Potton was held in 1086 by Countess
Judith, and her daughter Maud married the King of Scotland, David, who was also
Earl of Huntingdon. The last Earl of Huntingdon, John le Scot, died without issue in
1237 and the overlordship of the various Potton manors was divided between his
sisters Margaret, Isabel and Ada. The Manor of Potton Burdetts was created by this
division of the overlordship in 1237 and came into the hands of Ada. She married
Henry Hastings and her descendant became Earl of Pembroke. The last reference to
the overlordship is in 1507.

The Latimer family coat of arms

The Taylor family coat of arms

William Burdett held land in Potton in 1214, before the creation of the manor, and,
presumably, was the first tenant under Ada's overlordship. The family's last
connection with the manor was as early as 1291 when William granted the manor to
William le Latimer, who also held Potton Regis Manor. The Latimers held the manor
until at least 1404 when Elizabeth, Baroness Latimer died. By 1507 the manor was
held by John Taylor and Anne, his wife to whom it had been granted by Thomas and
Richard Burgoyne. The manor remained with the Taylor family until 1575 when
Catherine Taylor married Robert Brudenell.

The Brudenell family coat of arms

The Whitbread family coat of arms

In 1657 Robert, Lord Brudenell alienated the manor to Sir Roger Burgoyne. By 1774
the manor was held by George, Viscount Torrington and in 1795 he sold the manor
to Southill brewer Samuel Whitbread. This family held the manor into the 20th
century. A succession of Law of Property Acts in the 1920s extinguished all manorial
incidents, courts and copyhold tenure of land. This effectively abolished manors in all
but name.

The Manor of Potton Much Manured
Volume II of The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire was published in 1908 and
contains histories of all the manors in Potton. The overlordship of Potton was held by
the Earl of Huntingdon. This was because Potton was held in 1086 by Countess
Judith, and her daughter Maud married the King of Scotland, David, who was also
Earl of Huntingdon. The last Earl of Huntingdon, John le Scot, died without issue in
1237 and the overlordship of the various Potton manors was divided between his
sisters Margaret, Isabel and Ada. Potton Much Manured was created by this division
of the overlordship in 1237 and the overlord was Margaret. Her daughter Devorgilla
married John de Balliol and her daughter Ada married a member of the Clavering
family.

The Braybrooke family coat of arms
The first recorded tenant of the manor was a William Quartremars who held it in the
13th century. By 1284 the manor had passed to Fulk of Bath. His daughter Joan
married John d’Eyville who held the manor in 1306. Before 1316 d’Eyville transferred
the manor to Walter Langton, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. On his death in 1322
the manor passed to his nephew Edmund Peverel. In 1354 the manor was held by
William de la Pole who had married Peverel’s daughter. Their son, John, married
Joan, daughter of John de Cobham and, at her father’s death, she became Baroness
Cobham in her own right. After her husband’s death she married Sir Reginald
Braybroke who held Potton Much Manured in 1403. Joan’s daughter, also Joan,
married Sir Thomas Brooke and died about 1442. Her daughter married Robert
Tanfield.

The Tanfield family coat of arms

The Whitbread family coat of arms

The Tanfields held the manor until 1564 when Clement Tanfield alienated it to John
Burgoyne, re-uniting it with the principal manor of Potton Regis, with which it shared
its subsequent history, ending up in the hands of the Whitbread family. A succession
of Law of Property Acts in the 1920s extinguished all manorial incidents, courts and
copyhold tenure of land. This effectively abolished manors in all but name.

The Manor of Potton Rectory
Volume II of The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire was published in 1908 and
contains histories of all the manors in Potton. The Manor of Potton Rectory seems to
have originated as early as 1094 when Simon de Senlis granted land to Saint
Andrew’s Priory, Northampton. In 1392 the Prior enfeoffed the manor to the Friars
Minor by Aldgate, London along with the advowson of Potton.

The Burgoyne family coat of arms

The Friars Minor were dissolved by King Henry VIII (1509-1547) in 1539 and the
manor was seized by the Crown. Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) leased the manor to
Richard Williams in 1579 and in 1591 she sold it to Rowland Litton for £679/12/6. By
1608 the manor was in the hands of John Burgoyne, who held the Manor of Potton
Regis and that family held it until the middle of the 18th century.

The Whitbread family coat of arms
By 1774 the manor was held by George, Viscount Torrington and in 1795 he sold the
manor to Southill brewer Samuel Whitbread. This family held the manor into the 20th
century. A succession of Law of Property Acts in the 1920s extinguished all manorial
incidents, courts and copyhold tenure of land. This effectively abolished manors in all
but name.

The Manor of Potton Regis
Volume II of The Victoria County History for Bedfordshire was published in 1908 and
contains histories of all the manors in Potton. Potton Regis was the principal manner
of the parish and the overlordship was held by the Earl of Huntingdon. This was
because Potton was held in 1086 by Countess Judith, and her daughter Maud
married the King of Scotland, David, who was also Earl of Huntingdon. The last Earl
of Huntingdon, John le Scot, died without issue in 1237 and the overlordship of the
various Potton manors was divided between his sisters Margaret, Isabel and Ada.
The overlordship of Potton Regis passed to the second sister, Isabel, wife of Robert
Bruce. Their grandson King Robert Bruce forfeited his English possessions through
his wars with England and the overlordship passed to the English Crown.

The Latimer family coat of arms
The earliest known tenant of the manor is Wischard Ledet in 1214. Their heir was
their daughter Christina, who married Henry de Braybrook. In 1271 the manor was
held by her granddaughter Alice, wife of William le Latimer. The Latimers held the
manor until 1381 when William Latimer died without male heirs and was succeeded
by his daughter Elizabeth, wife of John Neville of Raby. In 1392 Henry, Earl of Derby,
son of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, successfully claimed the manor under a
settlement made by Alice le Latimer in 1315. The manor thus formed part of the
Duchy of Lancaster and was leased out at various times – to Henry Longdon in 1402
and to Elizabeth Swinford in 1427.

The Burgoyne family coat of arms

The Whitbread family coat of arms

In 1544 the manor was settled on Thomas Burgoyne and that family held it until the
middle of the 18th century. By 1774 the manor was held by George, Viscount
Torrington and in 1795 he sold the manor to Southill brewer Samuel Whitbread. This
family held the manor into the 20th century. A succession of Law of Property Acts in
the 1920s extinguished all manorial incidents, courts and copyhold tenure of land.
This effectively abolished manors in all but name.

The New Inn: 7 King Street, Potton

The New Inn (middle distance) in 1904 [X758/1/8/96]
The New Inn, as so often seems to be the case in pubs with this name, was actually
rather an old public house. The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that it
had then been licensed for over one hundred years. In fact 7 King Street was
probably built in or soon after 1783 as its predecessor on the site was destroyed in
the Great Fire of Potton in this year. In 1784 the site of 9 King Street was conveyed
and that building is described as being bounded on the south by premises of William
Smith Devereux, which had been destroyed by fire, "with another messuage rebuilt
thereon belonging to Mr. Samuel Wells" [CD840]. A pamphlet setting out the losses
by property owners in the great fire records that William Devereux lost £317/16/-. He
is described as a servant, clearly a very rich one, suggesting he may have been a
senior servant, such as a butler, in a prestigious household. Samuel Wells was a
Biggleswade brewer and this evidence suggests that he built the new property on the
site of Devereux's old property as the New Inn, an appropriate name. His firm, now
Wells and Company still owned the New Inn in 1876. The first mention of the New
Inn in surviving sources is in the countywide licensing register of 1822.
Wells and Company was put up for sale in 1899. The sale catalogue describes the
New Inn thus [GK1/36]: "containing Tap Room, Parlour, Kitchen, Cellar and four Bed
Rooms. Side entrance to good Yard, with Stabling, Coach-house, Barn, Shed &c.,
Garden at rear. In the occupation of Mr. B. Bland, at the nominal rent of 4s. per
annum". The company was bought by Kent businessman George Winch for his son
Edward Bluett Winch and was renamed Wells and Winch Limited.
The 1903 countywide licensing register states that the New Inn was owned by Wells
and Winch and that it required repairing. The public house stood 119 yards from the
nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back door. The public house
closed in 1921 becoming a private house.

5 and 7 King Street February 2013
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CLP13: register of alehouse licenses: 1822-1828;
P64/5/1/105: bill for beer: 1824;
P64/5/1/117: bill for beer: 1825;
P64/5/1/136: bill for beer: 1827;
P64/5/1/155: bill for beer: 1829;
P64/5/2/165: bill for beer: 1830;
P64/5/3/356: bill for beer for the ringers: 1839-1840;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
Z1039/34/1: epitome of admission of Frederick Archdale and subsequent enfranchisement:
1895-1899;
GK1/36: sales catalogue: Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessions Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
Z1039/34/1: schedule of deeds: 1922.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose beginning and/or
end dates are not known:
1822-1830: William Franklin;
1839-1840: Samuel Gravestock;
1869-1874: Eliza Armond;
1874-1878: Samuel Manning;
1878-1882: William Watkinson;
1882-1886: Henry Keeling;
1886-1887: Charles Chamberlain;
1887-1888: Mary Juliana Chamberlain;
1888-1890: Frederick William Collins;
1890-1897: Edward Williams;
1897-1906: Benjamin Bland;
1906-1921: Thomas Charter
Public house closed 1921

The Old Coach House Hotel (formerly the Rose and Crown
and the Crown): 12-13 Market Square, Potton

The Rose and Crown about 1900 [X758/1/8/10]
The early history of the Old Coach House, known for much of its life as the Rose and
Crown, is not entirely clear cut. In 1735 Benjamin Smallwood and Elizabeth, his wife,
John Eldred and Mary, his wife and Anne Tilbrook all surrendered the Crown Inn to
John Pedley [AD345/2/5]. The inn was surrendered because it was copyhold, held of
the Manor of Potton Much Manured. People held copyhold properties from the manor
and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of
the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from
that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine)
for the privilege.
In 1753 Pedley made his will and devised the Rose Inn to trustees for sale [LS117].
In 1783 the Crown Inn was destroyed in the Great Fire of Potton. We know this
because it is one of only two inns to be named in a contemporary pamphlet giving an
account of losses in the fire. William Mean, the innholder, who was also a farmer lost
the very substantial sum of £369/13/10; his ostler, who looked after the stables,
Thomas Dust lost £4/7/0 and his servant Sarah Thompson lost £4/17/-.
A little later that year the site of the Rose and Crown, destroyed in the fire, was
devised by Thomas Hankin to trustees for sale, who were then admitted to it at the
court of the Manor of Potton Much Manured. These documents suggest that the
Crown, mentioned in the pamphlet is the same as the Rose and Crown as only three
inns, the Crown, the George and the Red Lion, are named. Prior to 1783 John
Pedley is described as holding an inn called the Crown and one called the Rose. This
suggests either that the two inns were synonymous or that at some point Pedley
closed one and renamed the other the Rose and Crown. His trustees had evidently
sold the inn between the creation of his will in 1753 and the fire thirty years later.
12 and 13 Market Square, today’s Old Coach House Hotel was listed by the former
Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in October 1866 as Grade II, of special
interest. The listing dates the building, not surprisingly, to the 18th century, though it
was re-worked in the 19th century. It is built of red brick and comprises three storeys
beneath a clay tiled roof.
After the fire there are still references to a Crown Inn as well as the Rose and Crown,
from 1801 to 1847, which suggests that the memory of the old Crown inn lingered. It
seems unlikely there were two separate inns, one called the Rose and Crown and
one called the Crown between these fates because the countywide licensing register
which runs from 1822 to 1828 [CLP13] only lists a Rose and Crown, no Crown.

In 1785 the new owner of the Rose and Crown, newly erected by Hankin’s trustees,
William Fowler of Saint Neots [Huntingdonshire], brewer, was admitted at the court of
the Manor of Potton Much Manured [CD859]. Evidently he had bought the inn from
the trustees. The manor court held a dinner at the inn in 1794 [HA323/12]. By 1801
William Fowler was dead and the devisees of his will surrendered the Rose and
Crown to Henry Smith, who was duly admitted [CD860]. The tithe commissioners met
at the inn in 1814 [X744/56]. In 1831 Henry Smith devised the inn to his son of the
same name in his will [CD853]. Henry Smith junior was admitted in 1834 [CD861].
The inn was a popular place at which to hold auction sales of other properties from at
least 1801 [HA323/14] to at least 1916 [LS690].
The countywide licensing register of 1876 tells us that the Rose and Crown had been
licensed for over a century and it was then owned by William Dennis of Gamlingay,
who must have bought it from Henry Smith, or one of his successors in title in the
forty two years since 1834. The countywide register of 1891 gives a new owner,
Edward McHarrison of Biggleswade, who had leased it to Bedford brewers Charles
Wells. The countywide register of 1903 gives the owner as Charles Wells, the inn
was 41 yards from the nearest premises, was in good repair and had one front and
one back door.

Rose and Crown billhead [X704/92/21/3]
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927 and the valuer visiting the Rose and Crown Hotel
states that the owner and occupier was William Henry Fowler, who had been there
for thirty five years [DV1/C11/124]; this shows that the 1903 licensing register was in
error and that Charles Wells simply leased the property from Fowler in order to sell
the firm’s produce on a tied basis.
The valuer noted that business was "not so good as it was". The premises, which
was "old in fair condition", consisted of three letting bedrooms, five other bedrooms in
use and a bathroom and W. C. upstairs. Below were: a coffee room; a commercial
room; a bar; a kitchen and a scullery. Beneath the ground floor was a cellar, a large
assembly room and a harness room. Outside were an eighteen stall barn with a loft
over, a four car garage, a store ("all practically disused") and a garden. In the yard
stood a workshop occupied by William Leonard Cracknell, a coachbuilder, as well as
a potato store and six buildings occupied by Thomas Cheetum of 41 Horslow Street
as a small farm.

12 and 13 Market Square February 2013
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AD345/2/5: surrender: 1735;
LS117: will of John Pedley: 1753;
General Account of Losses in the Fire: 1783;
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P64/5/2/272: bill for wine: 1838;
P64/5/3/378: bill for wine: 1841;
P64/5/3/400: bill for wine: 1842;
P64/5/3/419: bill for wine: 1842-1843;
WG2440: sale particulars for an auction held at the Crown: 1843;
P64/5/3/442: bill for wine: 1844;
P64/5/3/452: bill for use of horse and chaise: 1844;
P64/5/3/469: bill for wine: 1845;
P64/5/3/475: bill for horse and chaise: 1845;
P64/5/4/489: bill for horse and gig and wine: 1846;
P64/5/4/496: bill for horse and gig: 1846;
P64/5/4/507: bill for horse and four wheels: 1846;
P64/5/4/523: bill for wine: 1846-1847;
P64/5/4/539: bill for horse hire: 1847;
WG2441: sale particulars for an auction held at the Crown: 1847.
P64/5/4/545: bill for port: 1847-1848;
P64/5/4/582: bill for port: 1848-1849
P64/5/4/573: bill for port: 1849-1850;
WG2442: auction sale at the inn: 1867;
WG2443/1-2: auction sale at the inn: 1869;
WG2444: auction sale at the inn: 1870;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences – Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1874-1877;
WG2445: auction sale at the inn: 1877;
CD953: auction sale at the inn: 1878;


























HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1878-1881;
WG2446: auction sale at the inn: 1879;
WG2447: auction sale at the inn: 1879;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1891-1900;
ST/U4/9: valuation notes: 1892;
X758/1/8/51: poor photograph of horse fair and public house: 1894;
Z723/100/48: bill to Alfred Ginn, forage contractor: 1895;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1900-1914;
X758/1/8/10: postcard: c. 1900;
X704/92/29: ticket for a luncheon: 1901;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1903-1915;
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X704/92/29: billhead: c.1911-1919;
LS690: auction sale of land held at inn: 1916;
X704/281: negative of a bill head: c.1920s; Bedfordshire Inns & Pubs in Old
Postcards, pl.33: 1920s;
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X704/92/7: note paper: c. 1940s;
X704/92/26: Rose and Crown garage bill head: c. 1940s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1956-1972;
Z851/8/9: photograph of Market Square with public house in background: 1959;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire
Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980;
BP64/33/1: photograph of the Market Square: 1981.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
early C18: Henry Rugeley, senior;
early C18: Henry Rugeley, junior;
1735: Richard Livett;
1783: William Mean; Catherine Edwards;
1785: John Smith;
19th century: W. Parker;
1822: John Harris and Ann King;
1823-1824: Elizabeth Harris;
1825-1845: David Compton;
1846-1850: Henry Powell (and veterinary surgeon);
1853: John Tyler;
1861-1862: Joseph Wilks;
1864-1869: Ellis Miller (& saddler)
1872-1891: Edward Mackenzie Harrison;
1891-1931: William Henry Fowler;
1940: Stanley Bennett
1957-1958: Albert Edward Diss;
1958-1959: Charles Dewis Mills;
1959-1988: Peter John Charles Simmonite;
1988-1995: LInda Margaret Bramham

The Parish of Potton in General

Potton Brook looking south February 2013

Landscape
The underlying, or solid, geology beneath Potton is a claystone known as Woburn
Sands Formation. This sedimentary rock was laid down between 99 and 121 million
years ago in the warm, shallow seas of the Cretaceous Period. The soil above is also
clay with some exceptions: around the Deepdale crossroads is a mixture of sand,
gravel, silt and clay known as head. The line of Potton Brook is marked by a band of
alluvium, another mixture of sand, gravel, silt and clay.
Potton is a low lying parish, in common with most of east Bedfordshire. The church
stands at about 150 feet above sea-level. Potton Brook at Brook End is around 125
feet above sea-level with the Market House at 132 feet. The former station is 154 feet
above sea-level and the Deepdale crossroads 128 feet with the Bricklayers Arms at
nearly 160 feet. Not surprisingly the former windmill is higher than any of these at
185 feet above sea-level.

Potton sign in the Market Square February 2013

Name
The name Potton means either “farm by a hollow” or “farm where pots were made”. It
comes from the Old English “tun”, a farm, and “pott” which could mean a hollow or a
pot. The name is first recorded about 960. The modern version is first recorded in
1203 and the name has had few changes down the years:




Pottun: c.960-1241;
Potone: 1086-1329;
Potton juxta Sutton: 1384.

Potton Town Council offices February 2013

Administrative History

Potton is an ancient parish in the Biggleswade
Hundred. The Cambridgeshire parish of Gamlingay lies to the north. The ancient
parishes of Cockayne Hatley lay to the east and Wrestlingworth to the south-east
(now one civil parish of Wrestlingworth and Cockayne Hatley). Sutton lies to the
south, Sandy to the south-west and Everton to the west.

6 Market Square February 2013

Population The number of men noted in the Domesday Book for Potton was 37.
To gain an idea of the total population this figure should be multiplied by at least four
to account for their dependents. This gives a total in excess of around 150 - a good
size for a population at the time. There are no population figures for Potton when it
was at its zenith, before the great fire, but the last two hundred years show a steady
growth. In 1801 Potton was the 11th most populous parish in the county, ahead of
Kempston. By 2011 the parish was still 15th.






















1801: 1,103;
1811: 1,154;
1821: 1,498;
1831: 1,768;
1841: 1,781;
1851: 1,922;
1861: 1,944;
1871: 2,072;
1881: 2,006;
1891: 1,907;
1901: 2,033;
1911: 2,156;
1921: 2,087;
1931: 1,955;
1951: 2,042;
1961: 2,070;
1971: 3,026;
1981: 3,620;
1991: 4,162;
2001: 4,476;
2011: 4,870.

The Queens Head Public House [formerly Maidenhead; also
Old Queens Head]: 22 Sun Street, Potton

Elevation of the Queen's Head 1878 [CDE168/2]
The first mention of this public house is in 1720 when, as the Maidenhead, it was
devised by George Pedly in his will to his son John, along with the Cock, Kings Arms
and White Lyon also in Potton [WG88]. Pedley died in the same year.
The countywide licensing register of 1876 confirms that the public house had been
licensed for over a hundred years; it was then in the ownership of Baldock
[Hertfordshire] brewers Simpson and Company. For this reason the deeds are with
Hertfordshire Archives Service but their dates suggest that Simpson and Company
bought the property in 1853 or 1854.
In 1878 the building was damaged in a fire which affected properties in a square
formed by Sun Street, Bull Street, Chapel Street and Blackbird Street. The
newspaper report commented that the Queen’s Head was “utterly burnt”. Plans from
that year show the building in its current form [CDE168/1-2].
The licensing register of 1903 shows the Queen’s Head continuing in the ownership
of Simpson and Company; it was in good repair. The property was sixteen yards from
the nearest licensed property and had one front and one back door. The Queen’s
Head closed for the last time in 1919 becoming a private house, now two private
houses 22 and 24 Sun Street.

22 and 24 Sun Street August 2013
References:















WG88: probate of will of George Pedly: 1720;
CRT110/102: note of deeds of Simpsons of Baldock brewery and licensed
houses held by Hertfordshire Archives Service: 1853-1854;
CDE168/1-2: plans: 1878;
P64/5/1-4: bill from inn: 19th century;
CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
Deeds at Hertfordshire Archives in Simpson’s of Baldock collection: 18531854
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
CDE168/1-2: plans: 1878;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
X704/123: Savings Club contribution cards: 1907-1908.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1720: John Compton;
1818-1830: William Dear;
1839-1862: Mary Dear;
1864-1888: Joseph Shearman;
1888-1889: James North;
1889-1891: Thomas Preston Elliott;
1891-1914: Alfred Allen Sargeant
Public house closed 1919

The Railway Beerhouse: 11 Sandy Road, Potton

11 Sandy Road March 2007
The railway came to Potton in the shape of a three mile stretch from Sandy in 1857,
becoming part of the Bedford to Cambridge Railway in 1862. The countywide
licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse, conveniently placed to serve
Potton Station, was first licensed in 1865. It was owned by Ashwell [Hertfordshire]
brewer Edward K. Fordham. By the time of the countywide licensing register of 1891
the owner was W. A. Fordham and the register of 1903 gives Fordham and
Company. This latter register states that the property required repairing, it was 140
yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Red Lion) and had one front and one
back door. The Railway beerhouse closed its doors for the last time in 1917
becoming a private house. The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every
building and piece of land in the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable
value. The valuer visiting the former beerhouse [DV1/C9/50] found it was now owned
and occupied by Ernest Theobalds. The valuer remarked that the building was in “fair
condition”. It contained two reception rooms, a kitchen, a scullery and four bedrooms.
Another hand commented: “Detached. Double fronted old part”.
References:








HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1896: Daniel Brown;
1896-1898: Catherine Brown;
1898-191: John Duffin;
1911-1913: Charles Odell;
1913-1914: William Watson;
1914: Ernest Whitfield.
Beerhouse closed 1917

The Red Cow Beerhouse: 48 King Street, Potton

The Red Cow in 1908 [CLP4]
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that a beerhouse without a sign but
owned by George Darlow was first licensed in 1848. By 1891 this had become the
Red Cow and was still owned by Darlow, it was a free house.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the property was then in the
ownership of Bedford brewer Charles Wells and was in good repair. It was twenty
yards from the nearest licensed premises (the Horse and Jockey) and had a front
and a back door. The beerhouse closed in 1908, becoming a private house.

The rear of the Red Cow in 1908 [CLP4]
The beerhouse closed as a result of a report to the licensing magistrates [CLP4]
which stated that it was: “part stud and plaster and tiled, with a late addition of brick”
and the lowest rated of the five licensed premises in King Street. The report stated
baldly: “the sanitary arrangements are bad … there is no growth in the population,
and very little building going on … there are more licensed houses in the
neighbourhood of this house than are required for the needs of the inhabitants …
From the evidence given and from our knowledge of the locality and the
accommodation of the house in question and of the other licensed houses in the
neighbourhood, we are unanimously of opinion that this licence is not required, and
we report accordingly”.

48 King Street February 2013
References:









HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;
CLP4: report leading to closure: 1908.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1848-1894: George Darlow;
1894-1895: Jabez Rainsford;
1895-1908: Jesse Chamberlain
Beerhouse closed 22nd December 1908

The Red Lion Inn: 5 Market Square, Potton

2013
5 Market Square and 1 Bull Street, which is the return frontage, were listed by the
former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in October 1966 as Grade II, of special
interest. 5 Market Square was also known as Lion Court. It was the former Red Lion
Inn.
The house, now subdivided into flats, seems to date from the late 18th century but is
actually a re-fronting of an earlier structure, presumably including the old inn. It is
built in brick, with colourwashed rendering applied externally though there is some
timber-framing; roofs are composed of clay tiles. The main block comprises two
storeys and attics, with a two-storeyed block running westwards along Bull Street.
This inn must have closed before 1822 when the first countywide list of licensees
was compiled [CLP13] as there is no Red Lion listed in Potton (the establishment in
Station Road did not open until 1843).

The Red Lion Public House: Station Road, Potton

The Red Lion at potato harvest about 1900 [Z50/91/39b]
In 1813 Christian Franklyn made her will and devised all her property to her sons
[WL1000/1/POTT1/1], she died in 1815. In 1842 the sons sold the land, including two
acres, one rood south of the turnpike road leading to Sandy to Thomas Strickland
[WL1000/1/Potton/1/6]. Strickland mortgaged the property in 1845
[WL1000/1/Potton/1/7]. This may have been to recoup the expenses of building the
Red Lion which, the mortgage tells us was “lately built”; the countywide licensing
register of 1876 tells us that the pub was first licensed in 1843.
In 1879 Thomas Strickland’s trustees (he was now dead) conveyed the site of Red
Lion to Alfred Richardson [WL1000/1/POTT1/10]. The deed tells us that the Red Lion
had been burned down so today’s building must date to about this time. Richardson
had just moved to Potton from Biggleswade and was a brewer, with a brewery in
King Street. The final document in the packet is an abstract of Richardson’s title to
the Red Lion and is dated 1893, when he was in the process of selling his business.
One therefore assumes that it was at this date that Bedford brewer Charles Wells
bought the pub because the deed packet is part of their archive.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 confirms that the Red Lion was owned by
Charles Wells. The property was in good repair and was 140 yards from the nearest
licensed premises (The Railway beerhouse). It had two front and two back doors.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer visiting the Red Lion [DV1/C9/44] found
that it contained a bar, a parlour, a tearoom and a kitchen downstairs with four
bedrooms above - no cellar, however. Outside was a dilapidated wood barn, a two
stall two bay hovel with a loft over and a derelict barn. It sold one 18 gallon barrel of
mild per week and a nine gallon barrel of bitter. It had two acres of market gardening
land at the rear which the tenant also occupied.
By 2006 Charles Wells had ceased to own the premises which became a free house.
At the time of writing [2013] the Red Lion is up for sale.

The Red Lion March 2007
References:




























WL1000/1/POTT/1/1: copy will: 1813;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/6: conveyance of land: 1842;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/7: mortgage: 1845;
QSR1849/1/5/12/a: alleged thief confronted in the Red Lion: 1848;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/8: assignment of mortgage: 1862;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
X501/12: provisional deed of charge: 1877;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/9: reconveyance: 1878;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/10: conveyance: 1879;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
X501/15 and WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: mortgage: 1880;
X501/16 and WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: mortgage: 1881;
WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: assignment of mortgage: 1889;
X501/15 and WL1000/1/POTT/1/11: mortgages redeemed: 1894;
X758/2/7/1: photograph of carts lined up outside: c.1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;
X704/51: Potton and District Slate Club and Benefit Society: c.1909-1909;
WL800/4 p.19: photograph: c.1925;
WL801/38: negative of above: c.1925;
X704/123: Red Lion Thrift Club: 1950s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North
Bedfordshire Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980
WL722/26: Pint Pot in-house magazine of Charles Wells with photograph of
public house: 1979

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1854-1864: Samuel Manning;
1869-1878: James Manning (and timber merchant);
1878-1882: Samuel Manning;
1882-1893: Elizabeth Manning;
1893: Amos Glenister;
1893-1896: Walter Thomas Wills;
1896-1898: Helen Wills;
1898-1927: Frank Lawson;
1931: George E Fowler;
1936: John H. Tansley;
1940-1961: John William Askem;
1961-1964: Owen Percy Cousins
1964-1965: James Rayner Wilkin;
1965-1966: Ralph William Winterbottom;
1966-1969: Anthony John Smith;
1969-1978: Stanley Allanson;
1978-1979: John Ernest Gibbs;
1979-1980: David Latham;
1980-1982: John Anthony Murray;
1982-1986: Danny Ronald Michael Florence;
1986-1990: Richard Charles Burley;
1990-1992: Andrew James Mitchell;
1992-1993: Anthony William Thornton;
1993-1995: Ian Trevor Sheppard.

The Rising Sun Public House: 11 Everton Road, Potton

The Rising Sun March 2007
The countywide licensing register of 1876 tells us that the Rising Sun was first
licensed, as a beerhouse, in 1836. In 1876 the owner was Elizabeth Peacock. By the
time of the countywide register of 1891 the owner was Oswell Mears.
The countywide register of 1903 gives the new owner as Royston [Hertfordshire]
brewery Phillips and Company. The property was in good repair and was 26 yards
from the nearest licensed premises; it had two front and two back doors. Licensee
Susan Arnold was convicted of permitting drunkenness on 13th January 1909
and was fined £1 with 7/6 costs. She left the business later that year.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of
the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer visiting the Rising Sun [DV1/C10/63]
found that the owner was still Phillips and Company. The beerhouse contained three
bedrooms, a parlour, a sitting room, a tap room, a kitchen and a cellar, he noted that
trade was "very small" detailing that the beerhouse sold one and a half to two barrels
per week in summer and about two dozen bottles per week. He also noted: "Good
position near housing scheme".
In 1949 Luton brewer J. W. Green took over Phillips and Company. The Rising Sun
became a fully-licensed public house on 11th March 1959. J. W. Green merged with
Midlands brewer Flowers in 1954 and the new firm adopted the Flowers name but
was taken over by Whitbread in 1962. In 2001 Whitbread divested itself of all its
brewing and public house interests. However, the Rising Sun remains a public house
at the time of writing [2013] and is now a free house.

The Rising Sun in March 2007
References:












P64/5/3/386: bill for ale for the ringers: 1841;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1874-1877;
HF147/3/695: summons against licensee for deficient pint and gill measures: 1875;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1903-1915;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1956-1972;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire
Petty Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1854: Charles Peacock;
1862-1869: Jabez Clark;
1872-1878: Eliza Peacock;
1878-1880: Charles Peacock
1880-1898: Thomas Arnold;
1898-1909: Susan Arnold;
1909-1914: Frederick Arnold;
1920-1940: Mrs. Eva Anna Arnold;
1957-1958: Albert Edward Newell;
1958-1959: Robert Carruthers Young;
1959-1961: Ronald George Tilley;
1961-1967: Wilfred Michael Burns;
1968: Kathleen Florence Burns (Kefford from 1970);
1976-1977: George Thomas Hurrell;
1977-1978: Mark Charles Barney Stevens;

1978: Leslie Gilbert and Ernest Edward Fairfield;
1988-1996: Keith Page and Valerie Pearl Page.

The Royal Oak Public House: 4-6 Biggleswade Road, Potton

The Royal Oak March 2007
The Royal Oak was listed by the former Ministry of Public Buildings and Works in
October 1966 as Grade II, of special interest. The listing states that it was two
separate properties dating from the 11th century and 18th century! The first date is
obviously an error, presumably it should read 17th century. The structure consists of
colourwashed roughcast over a timber frame, much of the right hand building was
rebuilt in the 20th century (see below) but the warped framing of the left-hand
building must be original.

The south-west part of the Royal Oak August 2013
The countywide licensing register of 1876 simply states that the public house had been
licensed over a hundred years before. The first reference to the Royal Oak is the licensing
register of 1822 to 1828 [CLP13]. By 1834 it was owned by Biggleswade brewer Samuel
Wells, who devised it in his will to Frederick Hogg and William Lindsell and the firm was later
known as Wells and Company. The public house continued in Wells and Company ownership
through the nineteenth century. In 1899 Wells and Company was purchased by Kent
businessman George Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch, becoming Wells and Winch
Limited. The sale catalogue for Wells and Company described the Royal Oak thus [GK1/36]:
“occupying a prominent position, with tile-paved entrance; Tap Room, Parlour, Club Room,
Scullery, Cellar, four Bed Rooms, and three Garrets. Also Bar, Stables, Coach-house and
Store, large Garden. In the occupation of Mr. G. Summerfield, at £9 per annum. Two FourRoomed Cottages on left, with a very spacious Yard, approached by pair Gates, and about 3
acres Cropping Land. Let to Mr. G. Kitchiner, at £23 per annum. Freehold”.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the building was in good repair. It was
73 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and two back doors. The
Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in the country
was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of the county, was
assessed in 1927. The valuer visiting the Royal Oak [DV1/C9/37] found it had "very low
pitched rooms" and was "very old fashioned. Dark. At cross roads". The pub had three

bedrooms and a box room upstairs. On the ground floor were a tap room, a parlour, a living
room, a sitting room and a kitchen and, below that, a cellar. It sold a barrel of mild weekly and
nine gallons of bitter. It only sold a quarter of a gallon of spirits a month. In 1961 Wells and
Company merged with Suffolk brewers Greene King, becoming Greene King (Biggleswade) in
1963, the Biggleswade reference was dropped in 1990. The Royal Oak was in a poor state by
1979 and had to be substantially repaired. It is still [2007] a Greene King public house.

The Royal Oak in the 1970s [X758/1/8/78]
References:



















CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
GK0/1: conveyance of Samuel Wells’ brewery: 1834;
Z1039/34/1: epitome of conveyance: 1835;
CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
GK1/36: sale catalogue of Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance of Wells and Company to Wells and Winch: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/10/21: photograph of darts team: c.1940s;
PSBW8/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1956-1972;
X758/1/17/39: photograph post reconstruction: c.1970;
X758/1/8/81-85: photographs: c.1970s;
PSBW8/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade and North Bedfordshire Petty
Sessional Divisions: 1976-1980

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1830: Ann Seamer;
1839: David Seamer;
1847: James Seamer;
1853-1854: William Kitchener;
1861-1896: George Kitchiner;
1896-1904: George Summerfield;
1904-1905: Sarah Summerfield;
1905-1928: Frederick George Summerfield;
1931: John Arthur Poole;
1936-1940: Walter S. Arney;
1957-1958: Frederick George Wright;
1958-1963: Arthur Edwards Simmons;
1963-1970: Sidney Walter Thomas Coleman;

1970-1976: Arthur Francis Daglish Richardson;
1976-1995: John Barry Hare

The Shannon Public House: 18 Biggleswade Road, Potton

18 Biggleswade Road September 2007
This public house was named after Captain Peel's locomotive. Peel built the Potton
to Sandy railway which opened in 1857 and, as he was in command of the frigate
HMS Shannon in the Black Sea at the time, the locomotive used on the track took the
same name. It is not surprising, therefore, that the 1876 countywide licensing register
states that the Shannon was first licensed in 1857. The owners in 1876 were the
trustees of Thomas Strickland, deceased. By the time of the 1891 countywide
licensing register the owner was Wells and Company, brewers of Biggleswade.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 gives the owner as Bedford brewer
Charles Wells. The Shannon was in need of repair. It stood 35 yards from the
nearest licensed premises (the Bushel and Strike) and had one front and one back
door. The Shannon closed for the last time in 1915, becoming a private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like much of
the county, was assessed in 1927. the valuer visiting 18 Biggleswade Road
[DV1/C9/30] found it owned by Albert Darlow and occupied by George Ernest
Burrows, whose rent was £35 per annum, set in 1918. It was now called Beechcroft
House.
Downstairs accommodation comprised two reception rooms and a kitchen, and
upstairs were four bedrooms and a bathroom. A lean-to washhouse stood outside
along with a lean-to wood and corrugated iron garage for a motor bus and a wood
and tiled three stall stable with a loft over, used as stores. The valuer commented:
“Detached but old, was a pub” and “Has a bath”. A later hand, writing on 8th June
1934 noted: “Inspect for Valuation for Sale. There is no bath”.
References:
· HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
· HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;

· CD827: account of succession of real estate: 1874;
· HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
· HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
· HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
· CD828: grant to trustees: 1886;
· HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
· HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
· PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1861-1869: Thomas Peters;
1872-1882: James Burnage;
1882-1884: Samuel Pett;
1884: John Bentley;
1884: Frederick Burdett;
1884-1886: George L.Nicholson;
1886-1887: Peter Mee;
1887-1888: Jesse Badrick;
1888-1890: James Stephen Lincoln;
1890-1894: John Martin Barltrop;
1894: Charles Edward Jacobs;
1894-1898: William Roberts;
1898-1901: George Pearson;
1901: James Laing;
1901-1911: Alfred George Ackerman;
1911: William Stephen Price;
1911-1914: Charles Cooper;
1914: Walter Meeks Bentley
Public house closed 1915

The Skeleton Army in Potton
The Skeleton Army was a protest movement against the temperance activities of the
Salvation Army, whose name it mocked. It is first encountered in Whitechapel
[Middlesex] in the 1880s and also sprang up in Weston-super-Mare [Somerset]
(which claimed to be the origin of the movement) and Exeter [Devon] in 1881 and
other parts of the south of England followed. The army would disrupt Salvation Army
marches by throwing things, marching along beside them loudly blowing musical
instruments and, sadly, by physically assaulting them.
In 1882 in Beatty v. Gillbanks it was decided that it was legal for the Skeleton Army to
carry out marches. Despite this in Worthing [Sussex] in 1884 the police, the Salvation
Army and the Skeletons had a three-way stand-off before a riot broke out instigated
by the Skeletons who also tried to burn down the local Salvation Army barracks.
Other parts of the country saw similar riots but by 1893 the movement was on the
wane.
Potton’s brush with the Skeleton Army came when the new Salvation Army barracks
was opened on 1st June 1890. This was in Bull Street, home of two licensed
premises - the King's Head and the Green Man.
The Skeleton War Cry of 15th April 1890 [CRT130Potton17] had a piece by
“Sponshus Pilate” who called himself “Pope of Sandy” and addressed his letter from
“The Synagogue, Sandy”. He referred to trouble which had accompanied the laying
of the barracks’ foundation stone and incited further action of the opening of the
barracks as follows: “To the blessed Army of Skeletons at Potton: Dearly beloved
Brethren, Although being unable to be present at the ceremony of the stone-laying of
the Salvation Army Barracks at Potton, I shall endeavour to visit you at the opening
of that holey temple, when I trust the Skeletons will muster in good force for another
grand field day. I read the account of your glorious battle with a glad heart, and it is
with much pleasure that I congratulate you on the splendid victory you
accomplished”.
“I hope you will continue to fight the good fight, and win the cause you have so dearly
at heart by completely wiping off the face of your noble town that miserable hungry
guy fawkes breed of individuals who profess to show you the way to glory, and who
have never been there themselves. But do not be misled, dear brethren, stick to your
ground old Captain, and the result of your labours will either be the complete
abolishment of the enemy at Potton, or the dingy ranting house will be attacked by a
plague of locusts, or otherwise an earthquake will swallow up those second handed
looking stones they have just laid”.
“I trust you will not be too bitter against your enemy at present, for at the final battle
which takes place at the opening of their holey tabernacle, there is sure to be great
sorrow in their ranks; there will also be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth
over their past sins. So treat them with respect, dear brethren, until then – provide
them with plenty of Beecham’s Pills – castor oil, hair oil, jalap, treacle and vinegar,
and I will offer up special prayers for your protection and guidance against all
dangers that may be caused by this mock religion that has been introduced in your
midst. I am sorry they are no better judge”.
“I conclude with my blessing to you all, and remain your well wisher”.
Another letter was supposedly from Ally Sloper, a ne’er-do-well layabout cartoon
character featured in the magazine Judy from 1867 and later in his own comic Ally
Sloper’s Half Holiday from 1887 to 1916. “Ally Sloper” wrote as follows: “More power

to your elbows, Skeletons. My old heart rejoiceth at your victory. My score at the Pub
has filled the slate through continued toasting of the Skeleton Army. I fancy this is
really the cause of Mr. Go-ch-n’s Surplus [George Goschen, Chancellor of the
Exchequer 1887-1892] but he knowing my extreme modesty, did not mention my
name in the Budget. Tootsie says I have been drunk for a month, but it was really the
intoxication of joy, joy at your success, my noble Skeletons. I intend being present at
your next fight, so lay in a good stock of ammunition (unsweetened). I shall smite
them hip and thigh, with great slaughter, Tootsie is coming to place the V. C. on my
noble breast. Adieu, till then, with pious regards”.
Despite the bellicosity of all this, and the violence, sometimes fatal, which attended
such Skeleton gatherings in other parts of the country Bedfordshire Skeletons
seemed more peaceful and reasonable as The Salvation Army newspaper The War
Cry wrote: "... the skeletons did all the shouting and we had only the opportunity of
blessing them by showing unruffled love in answer to the disturbance in our
proceedings ... The skeleton flag was out with its coffin, skull and cross-bones as well
as the whole Skeleton force, uniformed, beating a drum, playing flutes, whirling
rattles and screaming through trumpets. One of their chosen leaders was carried
shoulder high, ringing a bell and attired in an untrimmed coal-scuttle bonnet. I noticed
that the publicans looked pleased to see this array and several waved their hats. But
we were good friends of the skeletons, twelve of whom sat at our tea table ... Their
leaders were very courteous and sincerely desirous of keeping their somewhat
rabble followers within bounds. Almost implicit obedience was given them. Their
skeleton War Cry was freely sold, but doesn’t quite beat the original"
[CRT130Potton17].

The Sun Public House [also the Rising Sun]: 4 Sun Street, Potton

The former Sun March 2007
At the Winter Assizes of 1668 Andrew Rayment was presented for having a common
ale house in Potton, contrary to statute [HSA1668W]. This was probably the Sun. In
his will of 1685 Rayment left the “messuage or inn wherein I now dwell to my wife
Jane” and, after her death, to their son Andrew. The will was proved in 1686
[ABP/W1686/11]. In 1689 Jane leased the inn to her son Andrew for ninety nine
years at £5 per annum [PE410]. It was described as being bounded by ground late of
Robert Hall to the north, a house and ground of Richard Lee to the south, the King’s
Highway leading to the Market Place to the east and ground of Edward Thompson to
the west. The position on the west side of a road leading to the Market Place would
certainly suit the Sun. In 1703 John Raymont [i.e. Rayment] of London, tailor, sold a
cottage formerly occupied by his mother to Stephen Raymont of Potton, maltster for
£20/10/9 [PE413]. This seems to have been the cottage which adjoins the former
Sun Inn to the south. In 1704 Stephen Raymont sold the cottage to John Keelinge
the younger of Potton, fellmonger. The back of this deed refers to the cottage as “the
Hows next Mr. Lees on the South and next the Sun Inn on the North” [PE414]. In
1717 we have the first unequivocal reference to the ownership of the Sun Inn - John
Raymont of Potton, fellmonger, conveyed the Sun Inn, in the occupation of Nathaniel
Atterton, to Stephen Raymont of Gamlingay [Cambridgeshire], maltster for £160
[PE415].
The Northampton Mercury 12th August 1751 had the following notice:
To be Lett,
And Enter’d on at Michaelmas-Day next
THE SUNN INN in Potton, in Bedfordshire;
With good Stabling, and six Acres of Heath-Field land.
Enquire of William Pedly, of Great Barford, Bedfordshire
In 1783 the Land Tax records that John Dennis paid ten shillings for the Sun
[HA14/5/2]. In 1793 the Sun was sold by Dennis to Biggleswade brewer Samuel
Wells [CRT130Potton22]. It is confusing to note that Pigot’s Directory of 1839 refers
to the Sun as the Rising Sun. A beerhouse called the Rising Sun was first licensed in
1836 and perhaps this occasioned the mistake; the licensee is Joseph Keeling who
was licensee of the sun for around half a century. The Sun remained in Wells and
Company ownership from 1793 until the firm’s sale to Kent businessman George
Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch in 1899. The firm was then renamed Wells
and Winch. The sale particulars for the company of 1898 [GK1/36] describe the Sun
thus: “A large fronted stuccoed and tiled House, containing Bar, Parlour, Tap Room,
large Club Room, Sitting Room, Kitchen; large Cellar, eight Bed Rooms; Garden;

also spacious Yard, containing Shed, ranges of Outbuildings. In the occupation of Mr.
S. Keeling, Rent Free. A Cottage, let to Mrs. Lee at £5 per annum”. The latter must
be 6 Sun Street.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 stated that the Sun was in good repair. It
was 25 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back
door. The old pub closed for the last time on 21st December 1907 and became a
private house. A contract of 1908 shows that it was sold to Richard Tear, the last
licensee [GK52/4]
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HSA1668W: Andrew Rayment presented: 1668;
ABPR1686/11: Will of Andrew Rayment: 1685, proved 1686;
PE410: lease: 1689;
PE413: conveyance of adjoining cottage: 1703;
PE414: conveyance of adjoining cottage: 1704;
PE415: conveyance: 1717;
Northamptonshire Mercury, notice to let public house: 1751;
HA14/5/2: Land Tax return: 1783;
X202/147: Bedfordshire Volunteer Corps mess dinner at Sun: c.1800;
CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
GK0/1: conveyance of brewery: 1834;
X501/9: conveyance of cottage immediately north of Sun public house: 1849;
Z771/9/1: brief account of a small fire at public house: 1868;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1891-1900;
GK164/16: yard noted in deed as adjoining Two Brewers: 1894;
GK1/36: Wells & Company sale catalogue: 1898;
Z1039/34/2a and GK52/3: conveyance of Wells and Company to Wells & Winch:
1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division:
1903-1915;
GK52/3: conveyance from Wells and Company trustees to Wells and Winch: 1907;
GK52/4: contract for sale: 1908;
X758/1/8/87-92: photographs of former Sun in a derelict state: 1977/8

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1668-1686; Andrew Rayment
1689; Andrew Rayment and Francis Cotton;
1717: Nathaniel Atterton;
1785: John Dennis;
1822-1830: John Keeling;
1839-1889: Joseph Keeling (also farmer);
1889-1899: Susan Keeling;
1899-1907: Richard Tear
Public house closed 21st December 1907.

The Talbot Inn: Hatley Road? Potton
This inn is known from two references in the 18th century. In 1703 the inn formed
part of a marriage settlement, that is, it was offered by the groom as a jointure to his
intended wife for her separate use if he died before her. The groom was Roger
Burgoyne, son of Lord of the Manors (Burdetts, Much Manured, Rectory and Regis)
Sir John Burgoyne, baronet and the bride was Constance, youngest daughter of Sir
Thomas Middleton of Stansted [Essex], deceased [W2089]. The Talbot formed a
parcel with four acres of pasture and a close called the Lawne. The combined rent
was £13/8/- per annum.
In 1735 Sir Roger, as he had become, mortgaged some of his property to William
Kelynge of Inner Temple, London, for £2,000. One of the properties mortgaged was
the Talbot, along with the four acres of pasture and The Lawne [X439/45].
The Lawne lay south of Potton Wood on the south side of Hatley Road, from
immediately south of today’s [2013] water tower running some way east [A58 and
MA58]. It is, therefore, possible that the Talbot lay somewhere in the vicinity, either
side of the Hatley Road.
References:



W2089: Talbot inn as part of a settlement on the marriage of Roger Burgoyne
and Constance Middleton: 1703;
X439/45: mortgage from Sir Roger Burgoyne to William Kelynge of properties
including Talbot: 1735;

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1703: James Miller

The Three Blackbirds Public House [also the Blackbirds]: 9
Blackbird Street, Potton

The Three Blackbirds in 1910 [X758/1/8/105]
This public house is first mentioned in any record held by Bedfordshire & Luton
Archives & Records Service in the licensing records of 1822-1828 and is,
presumably, the genesis of the street name. The countywide licensing register of
1876 states that it had, by then, been licensed for over a century. In 1837 Elizabeth
and William Tear surrendered the property to Biggleswade brewer Wells and
Company [Z1039/34/1]. The property was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of a
manor. People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying
them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor
court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a
subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege. In
1891 new landlord James Stewart was fined five shillings with 10/6 costs for selling
beer during prohibited hours on 7th January [HF143/5]. In 1898 Wells and Company
was put up for sale by auction. The particulars [GK1/36] describe the Blackbirds, as
the pub was the known, as follows: “A brick and tiled House, containing Bar, Parlour,
Kitchen, three Bed Rooms, two Attics; Billiard Room; Yard, Stabling, Coach-house,
Garden, Pig Stye, W. C. &c. ALSO A Cottage adjoining, containing four Rooms. Let
to Mrs. Ann Giles, at £14, and £2 extra for Billiard Room and use of Billiard Table.
Copyhold of the Manor of Potton Much Manured”. The company was bought by Kent
businessman George Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch and so became Wells
and Winch. The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the house was in
good repair. It was 69 yards from the nearest licensed premises (The Duke of
Wellington) and had one front and two back doors. The public house closed its doors
for the last time on 23rd October 1914, becoming a private house. That same day 1st
Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment was in front line trenches near Festubert and 2nd
Battalion was in action at Gheluveldt near Ypres. The following day Potton man
Herbert Hutchinson of 2nd Battalion died of wounds and was buried at Ypres Town
Cemetery. Ten days before the pub closed Private Charles Nicholas Hutchinson of
1st Battalion was killed in action at Givenchy-lès-la-Bassée.

9 Blackbird Street March 2007
References:
















CLP13: Register of Alehouse Licenses: 1822-1828;
Z1039/34/1: epitome of surrender: 1837;
Z1039/34/1: epitome admission of William Hogg and Robert Lindsell: 1838;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
Z1039/34/1: epitome admission of Frederick Archdale: 1895;
GK1/36: three sales catalogues bound together: Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
Z1039/34/1: epitome enfranchisement to Frederick Archdale: 1899;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/8/1-5 and 106: photographs: c.1910.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1830: Elizabeth Tear;
1839-1847: William Tear;
1861-1864: David Dear (also whitesmith, gunsmith and general smith);
1869: William Armond;
1872: David Ibbott;
1872-1885: George Kitchener junior;
1885-1887: Charles Huckle;
1887-1890: Anthony G. P. Scard;
1890: Charles Brown;
1891-1892: James Stewart;
1892-1894: Annie Maria Milton King;
1894-1895: Joseph Hartill;
1895-1896: William Henry Austin;
1896: Joseph Lilley;
1896-1901: Ann Giles;
1901-1907: George Andrew MacCord;
1907-1908: William John Green;
1908-1911: Edwin Ellis;
1911: Thomas M.Lamb;
1911-1914: Alfred James Harris
Public house closed 23rd October 1914

The Three Horseshoes Public House: 25 Market Square,
Potton

25 Market Square February 2013
Very little survives regarding the history of the Three Horseshoes which is first
encountered in the countywide licensing register of 1822. The register of 1876 states
that it had then been licensed for over a hundred years and was owned by Thomas
Benbow Kitchener of Potton, who was also the licensee. The public house was last
licensed on 5th September 1878 and the licence was not renewed on the following
September. The premises was later used as a printer and stationer's outlet.
References:





CLP13: register of alehouse licenses: 1822-1828;
HF143/1: register of alehouse licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/1: register of alehouse licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF143/1: register of alehouse licenses - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1822-1839: Thomas Partridge;
1850: George Jams;

1874-1878: Thomas Benbow Kitchener
Public house closed 1878 or 1879.

The Two Brewers Beerhouse: 20 Chapel Street, Potton

20 Chapel Street August 2013
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the Two Brewers was first
licensed in 1838. A record of the site goes back to 1623 when Henry Godfrey of
Potton, gentleman, demised the leasehold property to Robert Ball of Potton, yeoman,
a house divided into two tenements occupied by Ralph Draper, Richard Emery and
Thomas Aynesworth and bounded by the Market Place to the east, Horslow Street to
the west (Chapel Street was then regarded simply as the southern portion of Horslow
Street), the Adam and Evah Inn to the north and property of Henry Wallis in the
occupation of George Searle and others to the south. Clearly the property extended
all the way back to the Market Square [X501/22]. The deed adds that the property
once belonged to a Peter Mayes who surrendered it to John Burgoyne who then
demised it to Robert Godfrey, father of Henry for a period of 4,800 years at a rent of
2/6 per annum as a leasehold property. A property was surrendered if it was
copyhold, that is to say, it was part of a manor. People held copyhold properties from
the manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to
the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek
admission from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to
claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege. In 1802 the property was assigned by Potton
barber and grocer William Bigg to George Sampson of Hatley Saint George
[Cambridgeshire]. It was described as a messuage or shop in the occupation of
Richard Richardson, George Croot and Thomas Strickland. It obviously extended
back all the way to the Market Square because it was described as being bounded
north by property of Charles Edwards, south and west by property of Thomas
Strickland and east by the Market Place. It had formerly been described as being
bounded west by Horslow Street (Chapel Street was then regarded simply as the
southern portion of Horslow Street), east by the Market Place, north by the former
Adam and Eve Inn and south by the Sun Inn [X501/22].

In 1833 Susannah Baker assigned the property to Thomas Strickland [X501/22].
Strickland made his will in 1871 and devised all his real estate to his sons-in-law as
trustees to sell it and raise money. He died in 1872 [X501/22]. In 1879 the property
was duly assigned to Alfred Richardson of Biggleswade, common brewer [X501/22],
who later moved to Potton and ran a brewery in King Street. In 1894 Richardson sold
his business and covenanted to surrender the Two Brewers to the unfortunately
named John Brown Staines Holden, a brewer from Henlow [GK164/16]. He put his
business up for sale by auction in 1899 and the Two Brewers was listed as being in
Post Office Street, an alternative name for Chapel Street. The property was
described as: “A brick fronted and slated House, and containing Club Room, tap
Room, Kitchen, cellar in Basement, and Four good Rooms over; side entrance to
Yard with Coal House, W. C. &c. in the occupation of Mr. F. Langley, at £10 per
annum. Long Leasehold for residue of about 4,800 years, at the nominal rent of 2s.
6d. per annum”. An annotation in the margin states that the leasehold status was
converted to freehold in 1900. The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that
the beerhouse was owned by Biggleswade brewers Wells and Winch, presumably
they had purchased it in 1899. The property was in need of repair. It was 70 yards
from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and one back door. The Two
Brewers closed its doors for the last time during the First World War, becoming a
private house.
The Rating and Valuation Act 1925 specified that every building and piece of land in
the country was to be assessed to determine its rateable value. Potton, like most of
the county, was assessed in 1927 and the valuer visiting 20 Chapel Street noted that
the property was a “former public house”. It was now owned by William Tear of 4 Sun
Street and tenanted by Charles Taylor, who paid rent of twelve shillings per week for
a living room, parlour and scullery with four bedrooms upstairs. The valuer
commented: “Extra over passage”.
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X501/22: recited demise: 1623;
X501/22: recital of assignment of cottage: 1802;
X501/22: recited assignment: 1833;
X501/22: will of Thomas Strickland: 1871;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
X501/12: provisional deed of charge: 1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
X501/22: assignment: 1879;
X501/15: mortgaged: 1880;
X501/16: mortgaged: 1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
GK164/16 and 18: covenant by Alfred Richardson to surrender Two Brewers to John Brown
Staines Holden: 1894;
X501/15-16: mortgages redeemed: 1894;
GK1/36: Wells & Company sale catalogue: 1898;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1879: Thomas Parkin;
1879-1880: Henry Parkin;
1880-1883: Henry Mountain;
1883-1886: Thomas Charter;

1886-1898: Charles Head;
1898-1899: Eliza Head;
1899-1900: Francis Langley;
1900-1907: Frederick Sambrook;
1907: Thomas Owen;
1907-1908: Morgan Carwell;
1908-1909: George Wright;
1909-1910: Henry Warren;
1910-1914: Martha Warren.

The White Hart Inn: King Street, Potton
We know that the White Hart was an earlier name for an inn called, by 1836, the
George [AD3889]. This licensed premises is, today, called the George and Dragon.
The evidence points to the White Hart having been destroyed by the Great Fire of
Potton of 1783 because all the references we have to it in the present tense pre-date
that event. The fire seems to have destroyed all or most of the buildings at the lower
end of King Street. The fire also destroyed the old George Inn on the north side of
the Market Place and when the new public house was built on the site of the White
Hart it seems to have taken the name of the George, perhaps because that inn had
been better known and there was some commercial advantage in the name.
In 1704 John Atkinson of Potton leased the “White Heart”, Upper and Lower Close,
comprising three acres, adjoining the inn and with a dovehouse, two cottages
adjoining the White Heart and half an acre of pasture which had formerly been part of
Upper and Lower Closes to Robert Hambe of Great Addington [Northamptonshire]
[AD3324]. This lease is part of a set of documents called a lease and release in
which a person leased a property to someone else for a day and released it to them
on the followinf day. Sadly, this second document, the release, is missing so we do
not know the nature of the transaction between Atkinson and Hambe. A lease and
release was a common way of conveying land but could also be used for a mortgage.
In 1725 Atkinson and Rev. Edmund Halfhyde of Coton [Cambridgeshire] were
involved in a mortgage of £400 [AD3325]. This suggests that the deed of 1704 was a
mortgage by Atkinson to Hambe and that it 1725 Atkinson took out a further
mortgage, for £400, with Halfhyde. There was a further advance of £100 in 1729
[AD3325]. In 1732 Halfhyde, with the consent of Atkinson, assigned the mortgage to
John Ringstead of Southill, gentleman, in other words Ringstead paid £500 to
Halfhyde in order to take over the debt [AD3325].
In 1759 the White Hart, described as being near the Market Place was the subject of
a warrant to enter satisfaction of a debt. What is puzzling is that this building was
copyhold of the Manor of Potton Rectory. People held copyhold properties from the
manor and instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the
Lord of the Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission
from that manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or
fine) for the privilege. The property is described as having been purchased from Luke
Astwood of Potton, cutler, son of a man of the same name who had had it from
Thomas Endersby of Potton, clockmaker in his will [AD345/3/5].
We have to assume that these two White Harts were different premises. Copyhold
premises could not be the subject of a lease and release, everything had to be done
by surrender and admission by the manor steward. We know that Upper and Lower
Closes were in the vicinity of the south end of King Street so the White Hart of 17041732 was somewhere near the White Hart of 1759 which is described as near the

Market Place. The best guess seems to be that the earlier White Hart closed some
time in or after 1732 and the name was taken on by a new public house licensed
nearby.
In 1765 Ephraim Wilson surrendered a property formerly called the White Hart to
Henry Winn of Potton, grocer and tallow chandler [AD345/3/6]. Clearly this second
White Hart had also closed, another reason for the new public house to be called the
George (which was still extant in 1783) despite being on the site of one of the White
Harts. Sadly, these tantalising documents do not tell us which building was on the
site of today’s George and Dragon. Henry Winn is named in a pamphlet outlining
losses in the Great Fire: he lost the vast sum of £629/15/7; his servants John
Peacock lost £2/5/6 and Elizabeth Norman £4/1/-.
References:







AD3324: deed: 1704;
AD3325: mortgage: 1725;
AD3325: further advance: 1729;
AD3325: assignment of mortgage: 1732;
AD345/3/5: conveyance: 1759
AD345/3/6: conveyance: 1765

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1704-1732: John Merridon;
1759: Ephraim Wilson

The White Lyon Inn Potton
The White Lyon Inn: Potton
This old inn belonged to Simpson’s Brewery of Baldock [Hertfordshire] which has its
deeds at Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies [CRT110/102]. Thomas George
and Joseph Simpson bought the Baldock High Street brewery from Morris Pryor in
1853. His grandfather John Pryor took over the lease of the brewery in 1799. It had
been built by Robert Thurgood in 1730.
Simpson’s must have inherited the former White Lyon from Robert Thurgood who
bought it before he built his brewery or from one of his predecessors because by
1720 it was no longer a public house. In that year George Pedly of Potton made his
will [WG88] and in it he devised the White Lyon, which had, by then been subdivided
into several tenements in the occupations of Thomas Wales, Widow Moone, Widow
Waller, Appleby Sparks and Pedly himself to his son George.
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CRT110/102: Simpson’s Brewery deeds: 18th century
WG88: will, of George Pedly: 1720

The White Swan Public House [also The Swan and The Old
Swan]: 27 Market Square, Potton

26 to 28 Market Square about 1900 [Z1306/91]
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that the White Swan had first been
licensed over a hundred years before. The public house seems to have been called,
variously, the White Swan, the Old Swan and the Swan during the course of its life.
The property was copyhold, that is to say, it was part of the Manor of Potton Rectory.
People held copyhold properties from the manor and instead of conveying them to
someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the Manor at a manor court and
the new owners then had to seek admission from that manor court or a subsequent
one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for the privilege.
The earliest reference we have to the property is in 1757 when Ann, wife of Arthur
Wright of Gumley [Leicestershire] was admitted to a third share of it [HF40/2/14/1]. It
was then called the White Swan and had a malthouse, a dovehouse, shops and
outhouses. Elizabeth Ward had owned the property and on her death it was divided
between her three nieces. In 1760 Ann and her husband surrendered their share to
William Hankin of Potton, plumber and glazier who immediately surrendered it to the
uses of his will [HF40/2/14/2].
In 1769 William Hankin acquired another third of the White Swan when Arthur Barron
of Potton surrendered it to him [HF40/2/14/3]. The building had now been divided into
a number of tenements in the various occupations of Judith Apperley, James Hall,
Thomas Hill, Elizabeth Eaves, widow. Two years later Hankin was surrendered a half
share in an adjoining cottage by John Carr of Souldrop and Ann, his wife, one of
Elizabeth ward’s nieces [HF40/2/14/5].
William Hankin made his will in 1782 and devised his two thirds of the White Swan
and half the adjoining cottage to his nephew Thomas, who died himself in 1785
[HF40/2/14/7] and was succeeded by his son Thomas Pate Hankin. In 1787 he
surrendered the property to Biggleswade brewer Samuel Wells [HF40/2/14/10].

Meanwhile the other one third share of the White Swan and half share of the
adjoining cottage had been devised to Elizabeth Ward’s other niece Elizabeth, wife of
William Cooper of Poultry [London], silkman. On Elizabeth Cooper’s death the one
third share passed to her sister Ann Carr [HF40/2/14/11] and in 1783 the Carrs
surrendered this third to John Kitchen of Potton, baker [HF40/2/14/13]. In 1787
Kitchen sold his shares to Samuel Wells who thus now owned all the White Swan
and all the adjoining cottage [HF40/2/14/14].
The bar of the White Swan must have been a lively place on 14th July 1794. On 28th
July farmer Richard Hankey of Sutton went to the deputy registrar of the Archdeacon
of Bedford to bring a charge for defamation, presenting: “Edmund Bowyer of Sutton,
farmer for uttering certain defamatory Words at the Swan Inn in Potton on Monday
the 14th day of July 1794 in the presence and hearing of Ralph Munn, John Wilson
and diverse other Witnesses, viz; “You Richard Hankey and your house keeper get
drunk, and go to Bed together”. Whereupon he desir’d that a Citation might issue out
of the Archdeacon’s Court of Bedford to cite the said Edmund Bowyer to appear at
the next Court day to be holden in the parish Church of Saint Paul in the Town of
Bedford to answer to the said presentment which he intendeth then to object to him”
[ABCP380]. The citation was forthcoming [ABCP381] but, sadly, we do not know the
result.
The White Swan and its adjoining cottage remained in the ownership of Samuel
Wells’ brewery, called Wells and Company until 1898 when the firm was put up for
sale by auction. The sale particulars [GK1/36] described the White Swan as follows:
“containing Tap Room, Bar Parlour, Cellar, Shop, Scullery, small enclosed Bar and
Sitting Room, four Bed Rooms and Box Room; Yard with side entrance from Sun
Street, Shed, Pig Styes, W. C. &c. Large Barn, Stables and Lofts; also enclosed
Garden. In the occupation of Mr. A. W. Garnett, at £10 10s. per annum. A Shop and
dwelling House (of similar construction), containing Shop and Parlour, Kitchen, cellar,
four Bed Rooms, Yard, Stable and Loft &c. Let to Mr. H. Carter, at £12 per annum.
On either side of Public-house is a Shop, with Back Room, two Bed Rooms and
Cellar. Also Two Cottages adjoining. Let to George Bartle, at £21 per annum.
Copyhold of the Manor of Potton Rectoria”. The brewery was bought by Kent
businessman George Winch for his son Edward Bluett Winch and, consequently, was
renamed Wells and Winch.
The countywide licensing register of 1903 states that the White Swan was then under
repair. It was 13 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had two front and two
back doors. The old pub closed its doors for the last time on 21st December 1907
becoming a different sort of business.

27 and 28 Market Square February 2013
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HF40/2/14/1: admission: 1757;
HF40/2/14/2: surrender: 1760;
HF40/2/14/3: surrender: 1769;
HF40/2/14/11: admission: 1783;
HF40/2/14/7: admission: 1785;
HF40/2/14/12: surrender: 1783;
HF40/2/14/8: surrender: 1785;
HF40/2/14/13: purchase agreement: 1786;
HF40/2/14/10: admission: 1787;
HF40/2/14/15: admission: 1787;
HF40/2/14/16: surrender: 1787;
ABCP380-381: accusation of adultery with a housekeeper made at the Swan: 1794;
X744/45: licensee requests a meeting with the Inclosure Commissioners: 1815;
X744/71: auction sale at the inn: 1815;
HF40/2/14/17: recited will of Samuel Wells: 1816;
P64/1/17: affidavit of residence sworn by ostler: 1822;
HF16/7/1: auction sale at the inn: 1832;
HF40/2/14/17: recited conveyance: 1836;
HF40/2/14/17: admission: 1836;
P64/5/2/275: bill for wine: 1838-1839;
P64/5/3/343: bill for wine: 1839-1840;
P64/5/3/376: bill for wine: 1841;
P64/5/3/401: bill for wine: 1841-1842;
P64/5/3/424: bill for wine: 1842-1843;
P64/5/3/440: bill for wine: 1843-1844;
P64/5/3/471: bill for wine: 1845;
P64/5/4/490: bill for wine: 1845-1846;
P64/5/4/526: bill for wine: 1846-1847;
P64/5/4/548: bill for wine: 1847-1848;
QSR1848/2/5/16: ostler at the Swan involved in selling stolen wheat: 1848;
P64/5/4/575: bill for wine: 1848-1849;
P64/5/4/597: bill for wine: 1849-1850;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1874-1877;
HF147/7/1391 A, B & C: drunkenness at the inn: 1877;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1891-1900;
HF40/2/14/18 and GK50/1: admission of C.S.Lindsell: 1898;
X758/1/8/6, 7 and 59: photograph: c.1898;
GK1/36: sale catalogue of Wells & Company of Biggleswade 1898;
GK50/2: enfranchisement: 1899;
Z1039/34/2a: conveyance: 1899;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional Division: 1903-1915;
X758/1/8 (6-7): colour postcard of Potton Shambles showing public house: c.1906

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees
whose beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1757-1785: Judith Apperly;
1815: William Chapman;
1822: Benjamin Endersby;
1823-1826: Joseph Taylor;
1827-1828: Sarah Taylor;
1830-1850: John Tyler;
1853-1861: John Edwards (also sadler and harness maker);
1862: Mrs. C. Croot;

1864-1869: George Croot (also corn and flour dealer and market gardener);
1872-1874: John Giles;
1874-1897: Ann Giles;
1897-1903: Arthur William Garnett;
1903-1904: Louisa Garnett;
1904-1905: John Kemys Bateman;
1905-1907: Frank Wildman
Public house closed 21st December 1907

The Woolpack Beerhouse: 8 Chapel Street, Potton

4 to 8 Chapel Street August 2013
The countywide licensing register of 1876 states that this beerhouse was first
licensed in 1854. This is wrong. We have the will of Thomas Seamer, drawn up in
1843 and proved on his death in 1845 in which he devises the Woolpack, which he
described as in the occupation of Mrs. Lyles, Jacob Russell, Thomas Duffin, John
Head, Joseph Boness and Giggle to his brother James [GK286/13].
By 1853 James Seamer was dead and his property was put up for sale by auction.
The particulars [Z858/28/9] describe the beerhouse as follows: “All those well-built
and commodious PREMISES, called the Wool Pack, comprising several respectable
Houses and Tenements, extensive Work-Shops, Stabling, Barns, Lofts and Outhouses, conveniently and advantageously situated for Business, now in the
occupation of Messrs. LEE, KITCHENER, DUFFIN, HEAD and Mrs. BONESS, at £29
17s. Part Freehold and part Copyhold, held of the Manor of "Potton Much Manured"
fine certain. Quit Rent 6d.” People held copyhold properties from the manor and
instead of conveying them to someone else had to surrender them to the Lord of the
Manor at a manor court and the new owners then had to seek admission from that
manor court or a subsequent one. This allowed the manor to claim a fee (or fine) for
the privilege.
It is not recorded who purchased the property - it may have been Francis Bingham
who is recorded as owner in the licensing register of 1876. Licensee Henry Croot
was convicted two years running for opening during prohibited hours, on 14th
January 1874 and 16th June 1875. On each occasion he was fined £1 with eight
shillings costs [HF143/2].
The countywide licensing register of 1891 gives Bedford brewer Thomas Jarvis as
the owner, as does the 1903 register which tells us that the Woolpack needed
repairs, was 45 yards from the nearest licensed premises and had one front and one

back door. The beerhouse closed for the last time on 22nd December 1909. At that
time the licensee was Walter Duffin and the Duffin continued to operate a market
gardening business from the premises for the next thirty years or so.
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Z858/28/8 and GK286/13: will of Thomas Seamer: 1843 (proved 1845);
Z858/28/9: sale particulars: 1853;
HF143/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1872-1873;
HF143/2: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1874-1877;
HF147/4/724: Occurrence report of Potton police sergeant on failure to close
the beerhouse on time: 1875;
HF143/3: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1878-1881;
HF143/4: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1882-1890;
HF143/5: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1891-1900;
HF143/6: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1900-1914;
PSBW8/1: Register of Alehouse Licences - Biggleswade Petty Sessional
Division: 1903-1915;
Z758: papers of Duffin family, who ran a market gardening business from
former Woolpack from about 1910 to 1940 or later: c.1910.

List of Licensees: note that this is not a complete list. Italics indicate licensees whose
beginning and/or end dates are not known:
1872-1876: Henry Croot;
1876-1882: George Winters;
1890-1891: Eli Bailey;
1891-1892: Thomas Mead;
1892-1894: Thomas Elderbeck;
1894-1899: James Papworth;
1899-1900: Daniel Brown Piggott;
1900-1909: Walter Duffin
Beerhouse closed 22nd December 1909.

Potton Index of Pages
The following pages are designed to give a brief history of some aspects of the
community. They are certainly not intended to be exhaustive and more work could be
done, for example, on the interesting buildings with reference to census returns,
electoral registers and name searches for owners and/or occupiers amongst our
other archives, or on churches with reference to the parish records. We hope that
reading these pages will encourage you to do more research of your own. If you find
additional information on any of the pages below or, indeed, information on aspects
of the community not covered here, we would love to hear from you and could
publish your research here, giving credit, of course, where it is due!
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10 Sun Street, Potton
12 Sun Street, Potton
14 to 20 Sun Street, Potton
22 and 24 Sun Street, Potton

Licensed premises
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The Three Horseshoes Public House, Potton
The Two Brewers Beerhouse, Potton
The White Hart Inn, Potton
The White Lyon Inn, Potton
The White Swan Public House, Potton
The Woolpack Public House, Potton

