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1. Enquiries from people asking for information of family
who are connected with or known to have at sometime
lived in Potton. Received from: Canada, Australia and
New Zealand, Alaska, Finland, S. Africa and America.
2. Family information either in answer to an enquiry or
from the enquirer.
3. Family histories written by local people.
4. Written or Typed copies of Oral Histories.
5. Personal items belonging to people who have lived in
Potton.

What’s in a name?
Surnames are largely from 4 sources:
Occupation : Smith, Clerk, Kitchener, or less well known - Chapman (a trader)
Location : Brook, Hill, Potton (There is a Mr Potton in Alaska and one in Finland!)
Patronymic: Hutchinson, Atkinson, Evans, Jones
Nickname: Small, Nutt, Redhead, Armstrong
Surnames were introduced into England by the Normans in 1066, and the practice began to
spread. Initially, surnames were changed from generation to generation, or even as a person
changed his job - "John Blacksmith" may have become "John Farrier" as his trade developed.
By 1400, surnames in England and lowland Scotland were mostly settled and had become
hereditary. PHS has names of people who lived in Potton back to 1297.

Question Received.
Are the Kitchin and Kitchener
families of Potton the same family?

Both Kitchin and Kitchener surnames
would have originated from someone
who worked in a kitchen. Most likely to
be a large or important kitchen either
of a medieval nobleman or a
monastery, abbey or priory. But there
would be more than one source!

The Kitchin family in Potton
John Kitchin born in 1711 married Ann Towyer in 1736 at St Mary’s Church Potton. They had 14 children but only 5 survived to adulthood.
One son, grandson, great grandson and 2x great grandson were all called George and they all carried on the trade of baker in Potton.
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George 4 died in Potton in 1879 and his wife Frances Fuller moved
back to her family in Northill. They had one child, a daughter
Frances born the year before he died. No further members of the
Kitchin family lived in Potton after this date.

Sale of Property owned by George Kitchin 2. who died and was buried in Potton on 20th July 1847.
George Kitchin is recorded as a baker of the Market
Square Potton in trade directories 1823, 1830 and
1839.
George 1 dies in 1826 therefore 1830 and 1839
must be George 2. He could be the baker in 1823
also as he was born in 1780.
George 2 is a baker in the market square in the
1841 Census with his son George 3 also a baker.
In 1851 George 3 is the Baker with his brother
William also described as a baker.
William later marries and goes to live in Hogs Hill
describing himself and Publican and Baker. He was
Licensee of the Chequers in 1871 described as Baker
and Publican and then in 1881 as Publican and Coal
merchants labourer.
WG 2441 17 July 1847.
Lot 1 2 houses, shoemaker's shop occ. by Tyler & Partridge;
Lot 2 The George Inn occ. by Mr. Day,
Lot 3 House & Barns occ. by George Kitchin,
Lot 4 House occ. by Mr. Rogers cabinet-maker & upholsterer.
Lots 5 to 10 Three tenements and plots of land.

George 3 has moved to Sun Street by 1861 with son
George 4 also working as a baker.

Deed: 6 Aug 1838
i) George Kitchin, senior, Potton, baker; George Kitchin, junior, Potton, baker his son
ii) Octavius Robert Wilkinson, St. Neots, gent.

Reciting Lease and Release 10/11 October 1836 1) Mathew Wasdale 2) George
Kitchin senior. 3) Octavius Robert Wilkinson being mortgage to Octavius Robert
Wilkinson of:...messuage or tenement with bakehouse, outbuildings, garden, close of pasture
and premises in Potton now in occupation of George Kitchin senior.
...messuage or tenement called the George Inn, formerly the White Hart Inn, in
Potton, with outbuildings, formerly in tenure of Thomas Ellis, afterwards William King,
late William Woodward, then William Peters
...two cottages near the inn in Potton formerly in tenures of Roger Johnson and
William Richardson, now of William Tyler and William Peters
...messuage or dwelling house with outbuildings in Potton formerly in occupation of
Elizabeth Hanscomb widow, then of William Hanscomb her son, deceased, and then
of his widow
…two other cottages in Potton formerly in tenures of George Richards and Thomas
Rowell, then of John Franks and William Taylor
all of which were by last will of George Kitchin deceased devised to George
Kitchin senior for life, and which were built on site of buildings and part of
closes of pasture called the Upper Close and Lower Close in Potton, purchased
by John Kitchin, sometime of Potton, baker, of Arthur Borron and Susannah his
wife, of Elizabeth Atkinson and William Hankins

Mortgaging of Kitchin’s Property as referred
to on the sales poster of 1847.
It looks as if all had to be sold so that debts
could be paid quickly. What is strange is that
George 3 is still living and working as a baker
in Market square 3 years later 1851. Maybe
he is now a tenant. However by 1861 he is a
baker in Sun Street.
Reading from bottom John Kitchen first
purchased upper and lower close from Arthur
Borrow and his wife Susannah who had bought
it from Elizabeth Atkinson and William
Hawkins.
These were left to George 1 in John’s will who
left them to George senior (2) who with his son
are mortgaging these properties. It appears
that George having mortgaged this property
has not paid it back.
1840s repeal of the corn laws by Sir Robert
Peel when tariffs on foreign wheat were
repealed the market was flooded especially
from America. Prices of wheat fell and bread
was cheaper but small farmers who now
received less for their wheat would have
struggled, many failed and moved to cities or
abroad. Fewer labourers were needed on the
farms so they had no work and couldn’t buy
bread even at the lower prices.

William Kitchin brother of George Kitchin 2
Sale of land and property
following Williams death in
1843.
William Kitchin by his will
left £20 per year to his
servant Martha Esdale of
Waresley. Also a
“messuage”, garden and
“appurtenances” currently
in the occupation of
William Rose.
Executors John Lloyd and
George Smith, Probate
02/06/1843 must have
been good friends. They
were tasked with selling
everything first then
executing the will.
The reference description
on the right is very
interesting giving names of
fields and buildings.

The Kitchener Family in Potton
The Foundry Back Lane (Willow Road)
later converted into offices and now
totally demolished and about to become
housing. This picture shows the sale of all
the machinery in the yard in 1927
“Thomas Benbow Kitchener
Engineer and manufacturer of horse drills,
horse power and steam thrashing
machines. Market Place”
Kelly’s Directory 1854
The Kitchener Family moved to Potton
from Olney in Buckinghamshire.
The first mention of a Kitchener in the
parish registers is William Kitchener born
in Olney in 1782 who married Elizabeth
Gravestock at Sutton Church in 1807. At
the christening of their children William is
described as a gardener. Their sons also
went on to be gardeners or drillmen
(someone who operates a seed drill).
The first Thomas Benbow Kitchener, son of
William and Elizabeth born in 1822, who
when buried in 1886 he was described as
an Engineer and Farmer.

Walter Kitchener
Not all of the family turned to Engineering. T B Kitchener is a Haulage Company to this day in Potton.

Information found from the Archives:
Arthur Borrow and Susannah his wife, Elizabeth Atkinson and William Hawkins
Close of pasture and premises bought by John Kitchin. (From the Deed of 1838.)
John Kitchin Baker and Maltster (died 1790)
George Kitchin I Baker ( 1743 to 1826)
George Kitchin II Baker (1780 to 1847)1841 Census
George Kitchin III, 1851 Census
Albert Richardson of Baldock 1861 Census to 1901 Census
Emily and Frances Mary Richardson Confectioners. 1911 Census
Sidney J Towl, baker, bought the business. Document X704/332 dated 1936 to
1940. His address in the Electoral Reg. is 16 market Square from 1946 to 1957
1939 Arthur L Peer Chartered Accountants Clerk with wife Glynis and 1 young
child, Address 16 Market Square
Lindsay’s Bakery 1961 to 2018
Dovecot Bakery 2018 to 2020

Emily and Francis Richardson are
Albert’s daughters and carried on
the business after his death.
Herbert Richardson, nephew of
Albert may also have been
involved in the bakery with Emily
and Frances Mary. He is recorded
as Baker and Confectioner and
was living at Dewren House in
1911.
Sidney John Towl was born in the
village of Carlton in1892. He
married Annie Mable Bluitt. He
died in 1961. Before moving to
Potton he was an Assistant in a
Bedford Bakery. 1911census
Did Arthur Peer live above the
shop in 1939 and was it still run
as a bakers?
Let us hope that Potton soon has
its own bakers again in the
Market Square after such a long
history.

Alfred Richardson ran the bakery from 1861.
He died in 1909. Emily and Frances M from 1911.

Lindsay’s Bakery Potton

From Potton History Society photographs taken by Norman Parry showing the cellars of the
bakery at 16 Market Square .

Part of 5 pages of family information recorded by Norman Parry which runs from 1621 to 1878
Meeks Family (with spelling variations) taken from transcripts of parish registers.
P = Potton, S = Sutton, CH = Cockayne Hatley, D = Dunton, ED = Edworth, W = Wrestlingworth.
c = baptism, m = marriage, b = burial, MI = monument with catalogue number, banns date = 3rd reading.
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Children of Joseph and
Caroline
Florie Smith with Lily
Fennemore (her sister) and
Claude Fennemore who was
previously married to Connie
Smith.

Grandparents of Frank Sells
on his mother’s side.
Joseph Smith (1865 to 1947)
and wife Caroline nee Harris

Smith Family Tree Written by Frank Sells.

Joseph Thomas Smith with son Ernest who carried on the business. He started in the Kings Cross area of London as the
Blacksmith of cab and delivery companies. His side business was to send horse manure to Potton. He later moved to
Potton and set up first in Blackbird Street. At the downward trend of business after WWI he moved to Brook End.

Miss Frances Agnes Surtees in Conversation
with Rex Whitfield in 1978.

Born 14th July 1894 in Croxton Cambs. She
died in 1983 at 28 King Street
Daughter of John Leonard Surtees and
Elizabeth nee Hill (Surname Surtees: place
name By River Tees)
Her father started his life in Renhold but in
1891 was in Croxton as a farm manager
living with his Aunt Jane who was a house
keeper at the Spread Eagle.
1911 the family is at King Street, Frances
and Three brothers - Richard Barron,
Leonard Goodliffe and Arthur John.
Her Father was Farm Bailiff for Home Farm
and Spencer Farm owned by William Smith,
brother of Henry Smith.

28 King Street the home of Miss Frances Agnes Surtees

In the 1939 register Miss Surtees was at
home with her father now retired and was
keeping house. Her mother had died in
1934. Her brother Leonard was recorded as
a poultry farmer.

Malcolm Stewart had bought Home Farm, Spencer Farm and Crossroads Farm in order to
start the Land Settlement.

Naomi and Jonathan Whitfield
with baby George. About 1893

Whitby Kippers!

Frances could recall many details about Potton and included many details of life on
the farms of Potton.
Old farm workers - “They kept on past what you’d call retiring age. There aren’t
many of them left now. Old Brim he used to be a yard man…and old Leonard….he
was the horse-keeper. There was a funny tale about the old horse-keeper. There used
to be a tiny cottage down the bottom of King Street…there was a cottage at the
bottom practically facing Gamlingay Road, and there was a sort of path way to six
tiny cottages up there and there was old Leonard, the horse-keeper , and he lived
with old Mrs Whitfield. …This old lady was a big built woman, she had her hair all
plastered down, very black hair…it was Naomi Whitfield…I remember a very hot
summer …she came up and brought some drink up to the horse-keeper…My mother
was in the yard…she passed the time of day with her.”
“Yes Mrs Surtees it is a hot day today. I brought some kippers off the fish-man and I
hung them on the line and they cooked!” She said, “We had them for dinner!”
“We’ve often laughed about his , if it was hot. Old Mrs Whitfield and her KIPPERS!”

Naomi was born in Guilden Morden. She married
Jonathan Whitfield, who was a cousin of Rex’ great
grandfather and the family lived in Potton.
Jonathan died from pancreatic cancer aged 42 in
1899 and Naomi was left with a large family to
bring up. She lost two of her sons in the First World
War and one of her daughters, Ruth suffered badly
from shell shock and needed permanent care. Naomi
lived into her eighties.
Rex has been in touch with some living relatives
descended from her only surviving son, George, who
emigrated to Canada before the First World War,
fought in the Canadian army and then returned to
Bedfordshire.

Naomi as a young girl

Naomi and Jonathan's son Allan Pettengell Whitfield
is buried in Potton cemetery in a grave maintained by
the War Graves Commission.

Frederick Harry Spriggs
With the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders,
Driver in 38th Royal Field Artillery.
Enlisted 1916, died April 18 age 29.

Born in Sawston Cambs 1888 to Harry Robert
Spriggs and Mary nee Jones
His wife was Louisa Ellen Keeling of Bull Street.
Married 8/3/11. She was the Organist of the
Wesleyan Chapel Potton. He was an instructor and
conductor of musical festivals for the Chapel.
In 1911 recorded in Royston street just married.
Working at Braybrooks as parchment maker and
splitter.
Letter and items received from Neville Spriggs of
Biggleswade, the son of Frederick’s brother Horace.
Including 2 letters from Frederick to his brother
Horace.
In one lettter he says at the end that he will be
“glad when this is all over as its getting very bad
out there as regards the weather!”
The second letter advises Horace to stay working at
Mr Jones shop which Neville tells us was a shoe
repairers where his father was apprenticed. Which
he obviously did as in 1939 he is living in Drove
road with his wife Constance (nee Hutchinson) and
is recorded as a boot and shoe repairer.

The Jones’ shop was next to the Rose and Crown and was knocked down to widen King street from
the market square. Just imagine today’s traffic if they hadn’t!

The trustees in 1968 were: Cecil
William Spriggs of Potton, boot
repairer; Jean Butler of Potton, married
woman; Frederick George Simms of
Potton, journalist; Eric William Basford
of Potton, probation officer; Hubert
Henry William Whitfield of Potton,
shop manager; Horace George Spriggs
of Potton, retired; John Lindley Burnett
of Potton, architect; Nellie Martha
Richardson of Potton, widow; Leslie
Jack Sibley of Potton, labourer; Arthur
Wilfred Ridgard of Everton, paint
sprayer and Neville Horace Spriggs of
Biggleswade, senior proposals
engineer.

Cyril William Stonebridge, born 1921, He
Enlisted in May 1939 aged just 18.
His father was William and his mother Amy nee
Gilbert. Cyril was one of 8 children 4 boys and
4 girls. Cyril’s Grandfather was also a William
and Great grandfather was Joseph all born in
Potton.
In the 1939 Registration he is still at home with
his parents and a younger brother Ronald living
in Cinques Road Gamlingay.
The 1939 Register was taken on September 29th following declaration of war on Sept. 3rd just 26 days later!
Names and details of more than 40 million people were recorded. Identity cards were issued on the spot.
Details collected were used to arrange rationing and later in setting up the NHS. Conscription and Direction of
Labour also Monitor and Control of Movement were arranged using this data.
Military personnel in service barracks were not recorded but as conscription only began in earnest from January
1940 most were still at home as Cyril was.
This is a digitized record now and still held by the NHS. It is available online for at Ancestry and Findmypast for a
fee. Anyone less than 100 years old is blanked out but as deaths are informed the records are opened and updated.
Married names are also added when information is received.
It is a vital set of information as the 1931 Census was destroyed in an air raid and the 1941 Census was never taken.

Grandfather William Stonebridge was married to Fanny Louise (nee Giddings) and would be 67 at the time of the
picture. One of William’s brothers Lewis married an Anne Kitchener he would be 73 at the time so this could be either
of them. They both lived in Horslow Street in 1901 and 1911 and both recorded as Traction engine drivers.

Cyril carried on the trade of Thatcher on his return from the war. The first letter is from Cyril
giving details of his work carried out and costs. This thatched cottage in Haynes completed
by Cyril is still thatched today.
The letter below is offering him more work because of his good reputation. On the reverse
of the first letter is Cyril’s working out of the estimate he gives to The Abel Smith Trust.

Some of the
beautiful
thatching work
carried out by
Cyril William
Stonebridge
on the AbelSmith Estate.

Part of the Abel-Smith Estate, Woodhall Park bought by son William Smith in 1801 and still owned by
the same family of Nottingham.
A large mansion house and 400 acres in Hertfordshire plus acres of forest, land and property in the
area make up the Estate.

In Evelyn’s book as well as
carefully copied romantic poems
and songs are Lists of names.
These proved a bit of a puzzle.
Some of them are obviously
friends and family.
But - R Hayworth, J Garland, G
Kelly and M Rooney? That is until
you come to other pages titled
“Collected Autographs” and “Men
stars I like best”!
Albert’s book, far more down to
earth, records - work completed,
by whom and at what cost. E.g.
“1944 Thrashing (Top Farm)
May 8th 5 Oat stacks, 2 Wheat, 2
barley. Clearing rick yard and
burning cuttings £150”

Cuttings from the Biggleswade Chronical
The Marriages of Evelyn May and her second
cousin Alma Ethel Darlow in July 1950.
A huge amount of detail is given including names
and addresses, the service, dress fabrics and
flowers of bride and bridesmaids, reception,
honeymoons in Rhyl and Colyford, also and horse
shoes presented by the nephews!
Where they are to live was included and even
going away travel garments. The new Mrs
Jackson wore a Slate grey gabardine costume,
grey hat, grey skin shoes and matching handbag.
On the reverse of cutting.
A 1 mile medley cycle relay. N Carter amazed
everyone, 1 cyclist crashed into a stand and a
spectator was hurt in the stomach .

Evelyn May’s parents were Sydney Arthur Darlow and
Eva Gilbertson.
Sidney Arthur’s parents were Jim and Annie Darlow. His
Grandparents were James Darlow of Gamlingay and
Matilda Kitchener (known as Hilda)

St Johns ambulance had to keep going onto the
track because cyclists fell off and couldn’t get
their feet free as they were attached to the
peddles.
The 5 mile cycle scratch provided the biggest
thrill as 5 cyclists crashed!!!

Run by Jim Darlow and Annie Warren
Darlow nee Lester. Married in 1899.
Parents of Sidney Arthur and his brother
William James.
In the 1901 Census Jim was described as
Publican and Market Gardener and in 1911
as a Publican.
With the cuttings of the two Darlow
weddings and the little note books were a
lovely collection of letters of condolence on
death of Annie Warren sent to Sidney Arthur
and William.
Also a card in remembrance of Florence
Sarah Lester age 18 her sister.

Why John Of Gaunt? He was the 4th son of Edward III born 1340 in Ghent anglicized to Gaunt. He was the First
Duke of Lancaster. Both the manors of Potton Regis and Sutton were claimed in 1392 by Henry Earl of Derby a
son of John of Gaunt. (Also known as Henry Bolingbroke who later became King Henry IV). The manors stayed in
the hands of William le Latimer and his wife Alice until 1406 and then reverted to Henry. They stayed in the
hands of the Crown until 1544 when granted to Thomas Burgoyne and his heirs forever at a cost of £1209 2s 1d
by Henry VIII. Thomas had been auditor for Henry VIII at the Dissolution of the Monasteries.

A Few Family Photographs from Potton History Society Archives

This should read Edward J and Gladys Hutchinson. See next
photograph.

Ada Naomi Chamberlain married 25/12/1901 to George Hutchinson son of James Hutchinson and
Emma Hall. Ada died in 1912 aged 38. George died in 1916 and their children Edward James
and Gladys are mentioned in his army papers. He was a private in the East Surry Regiment and
died in action in Boulogne on 05/03/1916. Edward James married Ethel Lilian Impey and in the
1939 Register they were living in Horslow Street. Gladys married Arthur H Griggs and in 1939
were living in Bull Street.

PETTY OFFICE HERBERT GRIGGS
AND LOUIS HUTCHINSON

